THE DIVINE PUZZLE

WHY DOES THE LORD FORBID THE
PREACHING THAT HE IS THE CHRIST?
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The Gospel  _ Jesus is the Christ,
of the Kingdom the Son of God

- Appearsdx ] Affirmedby
in the Gospels | John the Baptist
_ (Matthew, Mark) | (John 1:34) |

Affirmed by Peter . Affirmed by Martha
(John 6:69) 1 (John 11:27) -
e (b i |
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The Disciples’ Blind Spot

And they understooC

— __ R o none of these things: B

F o : 5 5 The Prophecy " , hid S

cknowledgmen he Son of M ' |

(Thou art the Christ) - m{Isfsu?eEanc?ge and this Saylng was nl ——

. B - ) from them... a
(Luke 18:34)

| Takeaway: The Pre-Cross Gospel of the Kingdom
included His identity, but explicitly excluded the
| comprehension of His death, burial, and resurrection. |
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The Glaring Contradiction

The Mission:

Preach the Kingdom == The Command: Tell No Man
(that Jesus is the Christ)

‘Then charged he his disciples that they should |
tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.
(Matthew 16:20)

Insight: Whenever Jesus gave this command, He immediately
began teaching them about His impending crucifixion. Why?
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The Law of the Slayer (Numbers 35)

%
Murder _ Manslaughter
-H.‘ :-?J F— : *a_ “_— R
Intent IPremedltated/Knowmg Unwitting / Ignorant
s = = .= == . | - =
Action Driven by Enmity | @ Without laying wait
L,../i’— - = — AR, Vs — ~
Punishment | Unforgivable | FleetoCity of Refuge
i P == == ===
Condition of L
Release | - None L] _The Death of the High Priest
| " - s ——— —
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The Legal Bas_'_is for Concealment: Murder vs. Manslaughter

Murder Manslaughter
(Intentional Killing) (Unintentional Killing)

Ignorance + Action
Forgivable.
Flee to a City of Refuge until

Knowledge + Action
Requires capital punishment.

No forgiveness under the law. the death of the High Priest.

(Numbers 35:31) (Numbers 35:25, 28)

Insight: God concealed Jesus’ identity so Israel’s sin would be
manslaughter, not murder, making forgiveness possible through the
death of the ultimate High Priest, Christ Jesus.
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The Objective of Concealment :
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if he be Christ.. e itHCYNRIN IBYRE: ™ blasphemy, sincerely
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The Timeline of Revelation

L

Pre-Cross 4 == ' (TheThreshoId)

Status: Dellberate 7" % The Unwitting A
Concealment. 7~} They know not

Jesus is viewed @ -~ B what they do.
as a prophet. T, T U _
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The Indictment and The Defense

The Capital Charge

And killed the Prince of
life... (Acts 3:15).
(Acts 3:15). Israel

realizes the magnitude

of their crime; they are
pricked in their heart.

A
=

Takéaway_: Peter _a'pplies the manslaughter defensemberfé-btly, _‘
offering them the refuge Christ's death just secured.
- "—a —

e . _é-QaI Loophole '_

- And now, brethren, |
~ wot that through
ignorance ye did it, as
did also your rulers..
(Acts 3:17). &
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What Israel Saw Who He Actually Was

A Prophet mighty in deed
and word (Luke 24:19).

Supported

1 The Christ, the Son of the

by public consensus
(Elias, John the Baptist, or
one of the prophets).

During His earthly ministry, God intentionally allowed the vast majority
of Israel to view Jesus merely as a prophet, not the Son of God.
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The Mechanics of Refuge (Joshua 20)

- The Releae

=y

TheAct
| (Slayerkills |

person

unwittingly). . 8

-4 The Pursuit .4 = e

1 theAvenger _
71+ of Blood). = =

= T p— e

(Slayer dwells

-
(Pursued by 17 tothe appointed

! City of Refuge).

- High Priest,
- thenreturns

t]pme free) :
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Fulfilling the Architecture of Grace

The High Priest

The Slayer = The Victim = | The City of _
Israel Jesusof | Refuge = | Jesus Christ
(Acting in 3 Naz_arflth 1 ' Divine Grace via (The Apostle and
ignorance) (Perceived only e alment High Pr1est_ of
as a prophet) our profession

- Heb 3:1)

& NotebooklLM



The Premise:
| Israel is about to kill Jesus.
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If Jesus' identity ao  If Jesus’ identity is
IS KNOWN: NOT KNOWN:

TN

R ® b . " : | o,
L Killing the Son of God = ] | IS

Capital Murder.
Outcome: Absolute destruction.

Killing a perceived man
= Manslaughter.

Outcome: Eligible for

/ No legal path for forgiveness. y - the City of Refuge.
‘___4 - \_;ﬁ_ . ff.r Spp— \"\ Bl 1
J l\.\ S . I._ : =
A OAAEII ===

Conclusion: Jesus commanded silence because full knowledge

would have condemned Israel beyond the reach of grace.
S —
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The Wisdom of the Cross

—

The Victim

His humanity and - His sacrificial death
concealed divinity Perfect as the ultimate High

allowed the Legal riest legally activated
manslaughter to Forgiveness  UENEIEENRICETTe
occur, triggering the ~ the slayer from

need for refuge. a liability.
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[lluminating the Shadows

" Othe depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
_ knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his
udgments and his ways past finding out! (Romans 11: 33)

. .. The command to hide His identity was not a restriction
';* of the Gospel, but the exact mechanism of its grace*
r -“*’ Concealment enabled forgiveness.
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