THE BIBLICAL SCHEMATIC

Untangling the precise timeline of Testaments and Covenants.

i Avisual reading deck exploring the
architectural framework of scripture.
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The One Word, One Meaning Fallacy

Because the Greek word diatheke is translated into English as both covenant and testament, a
common misconception assumes the concepts are interchangeable. However, a single root word
can carry distinct functional senses. To understand the biblical timeline, we must separate the
contract from the will.
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Two Distinct Legal Mechanisms
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COVENANT

Nature: A Contract

Parties: Mutual agreement
(Two or more persons)

Purpose: Agree to do or not
do certain acts

Nature: A Last Will

Parties: Unilateral declaration

(One person)

Purpose: @isposal of property

after the testator's death
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The Rules of Activation

Covenant Activation: Requires mutual agreement and active participation from multiple parties.
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ACTIVE

Testament Activation: Requires absolutely no permission from others to write, but requires the
death of the testator to take effect.

ACTIVE FOR
BENEFICIARIES
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Track 1: The Old Origins

Exodus 3 (Old Covenant Begins) | Exodus 24 (Old Testament Dedicated)
God takes Israel by the hand to lead | Hebrews 9:18-20 dictates a testament
them out of Egypt. A conditional _ requires blood. Moses speaks the precepts,
agreement: “If ye will obey my voice... | then sprinkles the book and the people with
and keep my covenant” (Ex 19:5). the blood of calves and goats, declaring:

“Behold the blood of the testament.”
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The Pre-Testament Anomaly

If the Old Testament was
definitively dedicated with
blood in Exodus 24, it
means several books
traditionally grouped in
the Old Testament actually
predate it entirely.

Exodus (24+)
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The Prerequisite for a Testament must also of necessity be the
death of the testator. For a f

testament is of force after men |
are dead...” — Hebrews 9:16-17 | |
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You can draft or revise a last will at any time. But beneficiaries cannot claim the inheritance while
the testator lives. The New Testament required the ultimate death to take effect: the Cross.
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Track 2: The New Triggers

The Cross
(Absolute Trigger Point)
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(New Testament Begins)

Jesus had to depart to send the
Comforter. The Spirit is poured
out in Acts 2, officially
activating the New Testament.
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Second Coming
(New Covenant Begins)

Made with the House of Israel
and Judah (Heb 8:8). Ezekiel 36
promises they will be gathered
to their land and given a new
heart. Awaits the Second Coming.
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OLD

NEW

The Covenant / Testament Matrix

COVENANT

Old Covenant

Started: Exodus 3
Trigger: God’s agreement to lead
Israel out of Egypt.

New Covenant

Starts: Future (Post-Second Coming)
Trigger: Regathering of Israel and
Judah, writing laws on their hearts.
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New Testament

Started: Acts 2
Trigger: The death of the Testator
(Christ) and the giving of the Spirit.

TESTAMENT

St ST T Y W W e 2 __\I\
Old Testament Il
Dedicated: Exodus 24 ]
Trigger: Moses sprinkling the ]
blood of animals. ]
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The Beneficiary Divide

Israel & Judah

The sole inheritors of the Covenants. Jeremiah 31:31
explicitly states the New Covenant is made with with
the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah.

The Gentiles

Ephesians 2:11-12 reveals that in time past, Gentiles
were aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and

strangers from the covenants of promise. God has no
contractual covenant obligation to the Gentiles.
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The Apostle’s Jurisdiction
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Paul explicitly defines his office as the Apostle of the Gentiles (Romans 11:13). Because the New

Covenant is exclusively promised to Israel and Judah, Paul cannot be its minister. Instead, he declares

himself an able minister of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit (2 Cor 3:6).
perlenforlag@gmail.com



The Translation Fracture

Modern versions often conflate the terms, translating 2 Cor 3:6 as new covenant.
This creates a theological impossibility: it forces the Apostle of the Gentiles to be
the minister of a contract legally restricted to Israel and Judah, a contract that has
not even begun yet. The precision of the KJV preserves doctrinal precision.

K]V Text: ...able ministers of the Modern Versions (NKJV, NIV, ESV):
hew testament. ...Iministers of a new covenant.
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The Master Schematic

Tracing both mechanisms simultaneously reveals a flawless, non-contradictory
blueprint of biblical history.
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The Infinite Value of the Blood

=

3..; Mystery blessings to the Body of Christ

—)| Fulfilling promises to Israel ]

The Lord Jesus Christ’s death was sufficient to purchase both. Through the Cross,
Israel receives the eventual fulfillment of the New Covenant. But through the exact
same blood, God dispensed a mystery blessing to the Gentiles via the New Testament.

“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, =
according to the riches of his grace.” — Ephesians 1:7

perlenforlag@gmail.no

The timeline is complex, but the provision is simple: Eternal life is a free gift received the moment you trust Christ's death on the cross for your sins.
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