


The One Word, One Meaning Fallacy 

Because the Greek word diatheke is translated into English as both covenant and testament, a 
common misconception assumes the concepts are interchangeable. However, a single root word 
can carry distinct functional senses. To understand the biblical timeline, we must separate the 
contract from the will. 

Greek: diatheke (Gl242) 

i 

Covenant 
(Translated 20x) 

Testament 
(Translated 13x) 
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Two Distinct Legal Mechanisms 

COVENANT 

Nature: A Contract

Parties: Mutual agreement 

(Two or more persons) 

Purpose: Agree to do or not 
do certain acts 

TESTAMENT 

Nature: A Last Will 

Parties: Unilateral declaration 
(One person) 

Purpose: Disposal of property 

after the testator's death
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The Pre-Testament Anomaly 

If the Old Testament was 
definitively dedicated with 
blood in Exodus 24, it 
means several books 
traditionally grouped in 
the Old Testament actually 
predate it entirely. 
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/ Man-made title pages placed between Malachi and Matthew or before Genesis 

" do no not dictate biblical chronology. The scriptural content does.
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The Translation Fracture 

Modern versions often conflate the terms, translating 2 Cor 3:6 as new covenant. 
This creates a theological impossibility: it forces the Apostle of the Gentiles to be 
the minister of a contract legally restricted to Israel and Judah, a contract that has 
not even begun yet. The precision of the KJV preserves doctrinal precision. 

KJV Text: ... able ministers of the 
new testament. 

Modern Versions (NKJV, NIV, ESV): 
... ministers of a new covenant. 
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