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Curator Statement

Oftentimes, it is the work of the artist to show to us what we
don’t see immediately. We may suddenly notice the brightness
of the sun when it glares in our face. But an artist like my friend,
Elizabeth Chiles, can show a depth to our world that reveals
more than what is on the surface. 

Photography demands that one observe light and take time
with an emergent image. In Elizabeth’s work, there is a sense of
actively waiting, of exposing and layering to convey a fullness of
the range of light, and engagement with natural beauty. Rays
of sun through cloth can be soft and subtle, reflecting off of
tangible texture and bringing color to our eyes.

In this season of Advent, perhaps we can identify with active
waiting, watching for the comforting presence of Christ.
Perhaps we have noticed the burning Truth of Light shining
into our life via the Holy Spirit. Perhaps we long to see what will
be revealed in the tapestry of our story as God our Father
weaves our patchwork experiences together. We wait, and we
can rest in this truth: that the Light incarnate, Jesus, has come
into the world and is here to show us something new, indeed,
to reveal that He is making all things new. 

    "O Emmanuel"

    O come, O come, and be our God-with-us
    O long-sought With-ness for a world without, 
    O secret seed, O hidden spring of light.
    Come to us Wisdom, come unspoken Name 
    Come Root, and Key, and King, and holy Flame.
    O quickened little wick so tightly curled,
    Be folded with us into time and place,
    Unfold for us the mystery of grace
    And make a womb of all this wounded world.
    O heart of heaven beating in the earth,
    O tiny hope within our hopelessness 
    Come to be born, to bear us to our birth, 
    To touch a dying world with new-made hands
    And make these rags of time our swaddling bands.

              - Malcolm Guite, from the Great O Antiphon sequence of 
                poems in Sounding the Seasons

Peace,
Sonya
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Technicolor Dream
Photographic collage
20 3/4 x 16 1/2 in. each
$4,800

Window
Archival pigment print
26 x 19 1/2 in.
$1,800



Time Being, no. 11
Photographic collage
on rice paper
36 x 24 in.
$1,800

Time Being, no. 9
Photographic collage
on rice paper
36 x 48 in.
$4,200
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Spread Your Wings
Lumen prints printed on
silk, fastening hardware
44 x 77 in.
NFS



Lumen (fig)
lumen print
10 x 8 in.
NFS

Lumen (May, 2016 no. 01)
lumen print
10 x 8 in.
NFS

Lumen (June 2016 no. 03)
lumen print
10 x 8 in.
NFS



Weave 
(December 9, 2017)

Photographic collage
90 x 18 in.

$5,400



Weave (Ivy)
Photographic collage
42 x 31 in.
$2,800
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Elizabeth Chiles is an
American artist based in
Austin, Texas whose work
explores the intersection of
physical and subjective
worlds. Elizabeth pushes the
boundaries of photography
and its possibilities, making
intangible concepts—
including time, perception
and consciousness—
visible to viewers. Her process
results in artworks that
embrace the wonders of
existence and reveal nature's
persistent beauty.

About the Artist: Elizabeth Chiles

Elizabeth’s work has been exhibited in solo shows at test site,
GrayDUCK Gallery, Southwest School of the Arts, and Austin
Central Library, and in group shows at Houston Center for
Photography, The Contemporary Austin, and The Chelsea Art
Museum. Her work is held in public and private collections
across the United States, including those of Houston Civic Art
Collection, Dell Children's Hospital, Dimensional Worldwide,
Google, Sidley Austin and The Line Hotel, among others.

Born in Austin and raised in Houston, Texas, Elizabeth
graduated with a B.A. in Art History from Columbia University
and an M.F.A. in Photography from San Francisco Art
Institute. Elizabeth currently teaches photography at St.
Edward’s University and has taught over 30 courses in theory
and photography at the University of Texas at Austin, Texas
State and Southwestern University.

Elizabeth served on the Board of Trustees and was co-chair of
programming at the Austin Center for Photography from
2008–2015, and has served as a mentor to several young
artists and a juror on a number of grants and awards panels.
She is the recipient of City of Austin arts grants from 2014–21.

Contact Elizabeth for purchase inquiries. echiles@gmail.com
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