(Week4)

Hope is Alive




The Source of Life

JOHN 15:1-11
useful can become completely useless when it’s not connected to power. We're not much
source, we feel drained, depressed, and directionless. Jesus tells us exactly where to stay if
we want to thrive. Let’s read what He says about remaining connected to Him.

Have you ever had your phone die when you needed it most? It's crazy how something so
different. We were created to stay connected to something, too. Without the right power

I Am the True Vine

' “l am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does
not bear fruit he takes away, and every
branch thatdoes bearfruit he prunes, that it
may bear more fruit. * Already you are clean
because of the word that | have spoken
to you. 4 Abide in me, and | in you. As the

What does it look like for you to “abide” in Jesus, and how does that affect your daily life?

branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless
you abide in me. ® | am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and | in
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart
from me you can do nothing. ¢ If anyone
does not abide in me he is thrown away like
a branch and withers; and the branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.
7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be
done foryou. & By this my Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit and so prove to
be my disciples. ° As the Father has loved
me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love.
0 If you keep my commandments, you will
abide in my love, just as | have kept my
Father’s commandments and abide in his
love. " These things | have spoken to you,
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy
may be full.

What does it mean for Jesus to be the “True Vine?”




Coming Home

Sometimes we act recklessly. We buy things we don’t need, say things we regret, and

make choices without considering the consequences. Some of these decisions are small,
but others can have lasting effects. Today, we’'ll meet two brothers: one who recklessly

runs away from his home and family, and the other who grows angry and jealous when his
brother returns. Jesus tells this story to reveal God’s heart toward both the reckless and the
resentful. Whether you've wandered far or stayed close but grown hard, Jesus shows us a
Father who responds with forgiveness, love, and an invitation to come home.

How does this story challenge your understanding of God’s grace and forgiveness?

What does this parable reveal about God’s love and willingness to restore those who
return to Him?

LUKE 15:11-31

The Parable of the Prodigal Son

TAnd he said, “There was a man who had
two sons. 2 And the younger of them said
to his father, ‘Father, give me the share
of property that is coming to me.’ And
he divided his property between them.
3 Not many days later, the younger son
gathered all he had and took a journey into
a far country, and there he squandered
his property in reckless living. “ And when
he had spent everything, a severe famine
arose in that country, and he began to be
in need. 1° So he went and hired himself out
to one of the citizens of that country, who
sent him into his fields to feed pigs. ® And
he was longing to be fed with the pods that
the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

7 “But when he came to himself, he said,
‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have more than enough bread, but | perish
here with hunger! ® | will arise and go to my
father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have
sinned against heaven and before you. |
am no longer worthy to be called your son.
Treat me as one of your hired servants.” %
And he arose and came to his father. But
while he was still a long way off, his father
saw him and felt compassion, and ran and
embraced him and kissed him. ? And the

son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned
against heaven and before you. | am no
longer worthy to be called your son.” % But
the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly
the best robe, and put it on him, and put
a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.
2 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and
let us eat and celebrate. % For this my son
was dead, and is alive again; he was lost,
and is found.” And they began to celebrate.

% “Now his older son was in the field, and
as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. % And he called
one of the servants and asked what these
things meant. Z And he said to him, ‘Your
brother has come, and your father has killed
the fattened calf, because he has received
him back safe and sound.” ? But he was
angry and refused to go in. His father came
out and entreated him, # but he answered
his father, ‘Look, these many years | have
served you, and | never disobeyed your
command, yet you never gave me a young
goat, that | might celebrate with my friends.
30 But when this son of yours came, who has
devoured your property with prostitutes,
you killed the fattened calf for him!” 3' And
he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with
me, and all that is mine is yours.




The Servant King

What would you do for power? Most people climb, fight, or manipulate to get to the top.
But not Jesus. Jesus didn’t come to take power; He came to give it away. He didn’t demand
service, He served those around him. The King of the universe humbled Himself in a way
that completely redefined greatness. Today, let’s read about a powerful moment where
Jesus shows us what true leadership looks like.

In what areas of your life do you tend to seek power or recognition? How might Jesus’
example of serving others instead of demanding service challenge your approach?

What does Jesus’ act of humility in washing His disciples’ feet reveal about His character
and the kind of leader He is?

JOHN 13:1-7

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet

' Now before the Feast of the Passover,
when Jesus knew that his hour had come
to depart out of this world to the Father,
having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end. ? During
supper, when the devil had already put it
into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s
son, to betray him, * Jesus, knowing that
the Father had given all things into his
hands, and that he had come from God

and was going back to God, 4 rose from
supper. He laid aside his outer garments,
and taking a towel, tied it around his waist.
5 Then he poured water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to
wipe them with the towel that was wrapped
around him. ¢ He came to Simon Peter, who
said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” ’
Jesus answered him, “What | am doing you
do not understand now, but afterward you
will understand.”



LUKE 23:39-49
Love Poured Out

% One of the criminals who were hanged
railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ?
Save yourself and us!” “° But the other
rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? ¥ And we indeed justly,
for we are receiving the due reward of
our deeds; but this man has done nothing
wrong.” “2 And he said, “Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.” ¥ And
he said to him, “Truly, | say to you, today you
will be with me in paradise.”

There are moments in history that shift everything. Moments that divide time, reshape
culture, and leave a lasting mark. But no event has ever carried the weight of what
happened on the cross. At the cross, love was tested like never before, and the grace of
God was lavished upon his people. In an instant, the weight of all past, present, and future
sin was borne and paid for. Today, let’s pause and reflect on Jesus’ profound sacrifice and
how it changes everything for us.

Read Luke 23:39-49

How does the crucifixion reveal the depth of God’s love for you?

44 It was now about the sixth hour, and there
was darkness over the whole land until the
ninth hour, “° while the sun’s light failed. And
the curtain of the temple was torn in two.
“¢Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice,
said, “Father, into your hands | commit my
spirit!” And having said this he breathed his
last. ¥ Now when the centurion saw what
had taken place, he praised God, saying,
“Certainly this man was innocent!” ¢ And
all the crowds that had assembled for this
spectacle, when they saw what had taken
place, returned home beating their breasts.
4 And all his acquaintances and the women
who had followed him from Galilee stood at
a distance watching these things.

What does Jesus’ willingness to endure such suffering teach you about the nature of His
mission and the cost of forgiveness?




Living Hope

Just when everything seemed lost, when hope was crushed and darkness had the final
word, something unexpected happened. Death couldn’t hold Jesus, and the grave couldn’t
contain him. What appeared to be the end was only the beginning. Today, we celebrate the
moment that changed everything. The empty tomb proves that Jesus is who he said He
was and that He truly has power over sin and death. As you read today, think about what it
means for your life if Jesus really is alive.

Read Luke 24:1-12, 36-43

How does the resurrection of Jesus impact your understanding of life, death, and hope?

What does the resurrection of Jesus teach you about God’s power?

52

LUKE 24:1-12, 36-43

The Resurrection

' But on the first day of the week, at early
dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the
spices they had prepared. 2 And they
found the stone rolled away from the tomb,
3 but when they went in they did not find
the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they
were perplexed about this, behold, two
men stood by them in dazzling apparel.
5 And as they were frightened and bowed
their faces to the ground, the men said to
them, “Why do you seek the living among
the dead? ¢ He is not here, but has risen.
Remember how he told you, while he was
still in Galilee, ” that the Son of Man must
be delivered into the hands of sinful men
and be crucified and on the third day rise.”
8 And they remembered his words, ° and
returning from the tomb they told all these
things to the eleven and to all the rest.
©Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna
and Mary the mother of James and the
other women with them who told these
things to the apostles, " but these words
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did
not believe them. ? But Peter rose and
ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in,
he saw the linen cloths by themselves;
and he went home marveling at what had
happened.

Jesus Appears to His Disciples

3¢ As they were talking about these things,
Jesus himself stood among them, and said
to them, “Peace to you!” ¥ But they were
startled and frightened and thought they
saw a spirit. ¥ And he said to them, “Why
are you troubled, and why do doubts arise
in your hearts? ¥ See my hands and my
feet, that it is | myself. Touch me, and see.
For a spirit does not have flesh and bones
as you see that | have.” “° And when he had
said this, he showed them his hands and
his feet. ¥ And while they still disbelieved
for joy and were marveling, he said to them,
“Have you anything here to eat?” %2 They
gave him a piece of broiled fish, “ and he
took it and ate before them.




