Sermon Title: A Compassionate Heart
Sermon by Paul Gearhardt
Scripture: Matthew 9:35-36

Big Idea: The true heartbeat of God revealed in Jesus is compassion, and those who follow Him are called to listen to that heartbeat and respond by showing compassionate action toward others.

HOOK
Opening Question
· When was the last time a doctor or nurse listened to your heart with a stethoscope? 
· What did that moment represent about your health?
Introduction
Doctors use a stethoscope to hear the rhythms and health of the human heart. By listening carefully, they can detect problems and understand what is happening inside the body.
In a similar way, Scripture invites us to listen to the “heartbeat” of God. When we look closely at the life of Jesus and the testimony of Scripture, we discover that one rhythm beats consistently through God’s heart: compassion.
Discussion Questions
1. When you hear the word compassion, what comes to mind?
2. Why do you think many people see God in the Old Testament as harsh but Jesus in the New Testament as loving?
3. Have you ever experienced compassion from someone at a moment you really needed it?
Transition
If we listen carefully to the story of Scripture, we hear that compassion is not just something Jesus occasionally demonstrated. It is the very heartbeat of God Himself.

LOOK
1. God’s Heart Revealed in the Old Testament
Read Exodus 34:6.
When Moses asked to see God’s glory, God revealed His character. One of the first words God used to describe Himself was compassionate.
Throughout the Old Testament, this description repeats again and again:
· Psalm 86:15
· Psalm 103:8
· Joel 2:13
Compassion in the Hebrew language carries the image of deep inner emotion, like the love of a parent for a child. It is a powerful internal stirring that moves someone to act with mercy rather than judgment.
Example: Jonah and Nineveh
· Jonah ran from God because he knew God’s compassionate nature. He feared that if the people of Nineveh repented, God would forgive them.
· Jonah 4:2 reveals Jonah’s frustration: he knew God was gracious, compassionate, slow to anger, and full of love.
The story shows a contrast:
· Jonah had judgment in his heart.
· God had compassion in His heart.
2. God’s Heart Revealed in Jesus
Read Matthew 9:35–36.
Jesus traveled through towns teaching, preaching, and healing. But what drove His ministry was not merely duty or obligation. It was compassion.
When Jesus looked at the crowds, He saw people who were:
· Harassed
· Helpless
· Like sheep without a shepherd
The New Testament word for compassion describes a deep feeling in the gut that moves someone to action. Jesus did not simply feel pity; His compassion led Him to heal, teach, forgive, and restore.
Jesus demonstrated compassion toward:
· The sick
· The outcasts
· The poor
· The spiritually lost
Jesus reveals that the heart of God has always been compassionate.
3. God’s Compassion Is Meant to Shape Our Lives
Read Colossians 3:12.
Followers of Christ are told to “clothe” themselves with compassion. This means compassion should be as visible in our lives as the clothes we wear every day.
Compassion is not simply a feeling. It is action motivated by love.
Discussion Questions
1. What does Exodus 34:6 teach us about God’s character?
2. Why do you think Jesus described the crowds as “sheep without a shepherd”?
3. What is the difference between feeling sorry for someone and showing compassion?
4. In Colossians 3:12, what does it mean to “clothe yourselves with compassion”?

TOOK
Application
· If compassion is the heartbeat of God, then it must also become the rhythm of our lives.
· Listening to God’s heart should lead us to act on behalf of people who are hurting, overlooked, or spiritually lost.
Practical Ways to Show Compassion This Week
· Visit someone in a hospital, nursing home, or someone who is lonely.
· Send a message or card to someone who is discouraged.
· Provide a meal or practical help to someone in need.
· Volunteer in a ministry that helps hurting people.
· Share the hope of Christ with someone who feels lost.
Group Application Questions
1. Who in your life right now needs compassion the most?
2. What is one specific act of compassion you could do for that person this week?
3. As a group, how could we show compassion in our church or community?
Personal Reflection
God showed the ultimate compassion by sending Jesus to rescue us from sin and give us eternal hope. Before we show compassion to others, we must first receive the compassion God has shown to us.
Final Challenge
Listen to your heart this week. Then listen to God’s heart.
Ask yourself daily:
“Who around me needs compassion, and what action can I take to reflect the heart of Jesus?”

