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December - 2022 

Growing as Disciples of  Jesus Christ through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach 

Yours in Christ, 

 

   HOLIDAY TRADITIONS 
 

This is my first Christmas without either of my parents, as my father passed this past sum-
mer.  While I rejoice that they are at peace, I miss them, and, like many, I especially notice 
it at this holy time of year.  Like most families, we had plenty of holiday traditions, but 
two of them really stand out in our family: stollen and our pyramid.  If you’re not familiar 
with those things, keep reading! 
 
Stollen is a German Christmas bread.  My family is from the area of Dresden, Saxony, in 
southeastern Germany near the Black Forest.  My grandparents lived here, in Bakersfield, 
but loved the stollen made by a German baker in Portland, Oregon, by the name of Paul 
Fischer, who made stollen that tasted, to them, most like that found in the old country.  My 
grandmother decided to make her own copycat version.  My father carried on that tradi-
tion, and now all four of his children do the same.  Every year, we fire up our ovens and 

compare the results.  Having never tasted Paul Fischer’s stollen, we all put our own spin 
on the recipe. 
 
Stollen is an old German tradition.  Some early records show it in Christmas markets in 
Dresden in 1474.  It is a dense bread made with lots of butter and candied fruit, and 
sometimes has marzipan running through it.  The loaf has two folds that look as though 
they are wrapping something up.  It has always been popular, and some Christmas sym-
bolism has grown around it.  The two humps of the loaf represent the backs of the camels 
that brought gifts to Jesus.  The candied fruits represent the jewels and treasures given.  
The loaf itself is said to show the baby swaddled in cloth.   

 
It is both delicious and meaningful!   
 
Our other tradition is a Christmas pyramid.  In the part of Germany from which my family 
comes, each family would build a pyramid instead of having a Christmas tree.  A tradition-
al pyramid would have the nativity scene on the bottom, and then scenes from traditional 
German life on succeeding tiers that spin.  Our shows a barnyard scene, hunting in the for-
est, and gnomes at the top.  At the very top are the words “Ehre sei Got in der hohe,” or 
“glory to God on high.”  As the tiers spin, bells ring in three tones that all the Dietze kids 
can hear in their dreams! 
 
What a beautiful picture of the gospel!  The Most High God came down to earth as a child 
to save us and transform our everyday lives to bring Himself glory!   
 
Holiday traditions have the power, if used well, to draw us deeper into our relationship 
with Jesus and keep our eyes focused on Him.  If you have traditions like this, use and cel-
ebrate them! If you don’t, maybe it is a good time to take on a tradition for yourself or your 
family that can help keep your eyes on the true meaning of the season and even be passed 
down through generations. 
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The Works of St. Ephrem 
 

“All these changes did the Merciful One make, stripping off glory and putting on a body”  
 (Nativity 23:13) 

 
 
St. Ephrem is a 4th Century proto-monastic from Syria. He lived a lifestyle of giv-
ing up worldly possession and living in prayer before the idea of monks was 
around. He was particularly famous for his poetry. This is part two of a five-part 
series on the imagery he uses in his poetry to help us better understand God. 
 
 
The Imagery of Clothing 
 

One of the most frequently used images is that of putting on and taking off clothing as Ephrem uses it to 
present salvation history. Particularly, taking off clothing is representative of sin and Adam needed to be 
reclothed for his iniquities. To reclothe him, Jesus stripped himself of glory and put on the clothing of hu-
manity, so that man could put on the robe of glory. 
 
The entire purpose of the Incarnation was to reclothe Adam (who is representative of humanity). In 
Ephrem’s prose writing, he even expounds on Jesus’ descent after the Cross a means by which to rescue 
Adam. 
 

Christ came to find Adam who had gone Astray, 
He came to return him to Eden in the garment of light. 

                                                                         (Virginity 16:9) 
 
This robe of glory offered to Adam is also offered to us in humanity through the Incarnation. This month 
being Christmas, it is only fitting to speak of this clothing imagery more within the actual Nativity. 
 

In Bethlehem did king David put on fine linen, 
but David’s Lord and Son 

hid His glory there in His swaddling clothes. 
These same swaddling clothes 

provided a rob of glory for humankind. 
                                                                   (Nativity 5:4) 

 
This act of salvation and clothing all leads to the final days. Where we are clothed in eternal bliss with the 
wedding garments. Ephrem heavily alludes to Matthew 22 where the man is turned away for not wearing 
his wedding garments. Thus, in the eschatological Paradise, we are to be clothed properly. 
 

The First-born wrapped Himself in a body 
As a veil to hide Hid glory. 

The immortal Bridegroom shines out in that robe: 
Let the guests in their clothing resemble Him in His. 

                                                                   (Nisibis 43:21) 

  Blessings, 
 
 
 
Fr. Spencer Stubblefield, SSC 



 

 

A Word from Deacon John 
 

THE BELIEVERS’ BUFFET  
(Or, a Mr. Potato Head Religion) 

 
And a whistle blows. “Out of bounds!”  Or, “Out of play!”  Whether the ball is carried, kicked, dribbled or hit, once 
it crosses the boundary lines at a certain point it is out of bounds and no longer in play, it is dead! Simple enough, isn’t it? 
We all know the rules. Or do we? 
 

Christian writers and commentators of the conservative, orthodox persuasion have been pointing to and warning of the 
continuing downward spiral of American Christianity through the process of religious syncretism.  It is commonly accepted 
that this phenomenon has rapidly increased due to the highly individualist and consumer attitude of our modern culture. It 
seems as if for many Christians of our present day, our religious commitment or fidelity is more akin to choosing items from a 
menu or surfing the internet. As one writer observed concerning this present-day attitude, “Perhaps we resonate more with 
these words” from the 19th century American writer, Ralph Waldo Emerson who wrote: 
 

“No law can be sacred to me but that of my nature. Good and bad are but names very readily transferable to 
that or this; the only right is what is after my constitution; the only wrong what is against it” (Self-Reliance, 1841).  
Subsequent Pew and Barna surveys on the current trends in American religious belief and practice continue to show 
that those who profess to be Christian are continuing to “blend Christianity with Eastern or New Age beliefs” and a myriad of 
other non-biblical beliefs, thereby willingly adulterating and compromising the truth faith as St. Jude warned the 
faithful saying, “Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt it 
necessary to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to 
the saints.” (Jude 1:3) 
 

New Testament and Early Church History professor, Luke Timothy Johnson, observed that numerous studies are re-
porting further evidence that “Americans continue to cobble together ‘Mr. Potato Head’-like spiritual identities from a hodgepodge 
of beliefs – bending dogmas (religious teaching) to suit them instead of bending themselves to fit a dogma.”  However, we orthodox 
Christians are not free to participate in “Cafeteria Christianity”, picking and choosing what we are willing to accept and 
discard the rest. We are not free to “cobble together a DIY (do it yourself) spirituality” and then expect God to accept our 
beliefs based on the strength of our sincerity.  
 

St. Paul warned young Timothy saying, “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine 
(teaching) but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers (or teachings) in 
accordance to their own desires; and turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.” (2 Tim. 
4:3,4) And St. Paul says further, “But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel 
contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be damned.” (Gal. 1:8) Therefore, the question must be 
asked, “Why are the oracles of God, Holy Scriptures, the teachings of the One, Holy and Apostolic Church no long enough, and no longer 
satisfying?” Could it be that the appeal of teachings and beliefs outside of Scriptures has the same appeal as the forbidden 
fruit in the Garden of Eden, “When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to 
the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate” (Gen. 3:6). 
 

In 325 AD the bishops of the Church gathered together in Nicaea and articulated the confession of faith expressing the 
divinity and unity of the triune Godhead: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and expressed the church’s understanding of the 
truths of Holy Scripture pertinent to the Christian faith. This Confession of Faith forms an excellent boundary of belief for 
the Christian. Stepping outside of these core doctrines of the Faith have the real and serious potential to lead the believ-
er into error, heresy and even apostasy. “Yes indeed, the ball is dead!”  
 

Christian pollster, George Barna, claimed that “The American Church has lowered the entry bar so much that it is difficult to identi-
fy any belief that disqualifies one from claiming to be Christian.” Tony Perkins, Baptist pastor and leading evangelical conserva-
tive political activist placed the blame on the too many pastors who were far too hesitant in preaching the “full counsel of 
God”. And this is where we must begin if the Church is not just to survive but thrive. The “full counsel of God” must be 
clearly and unashamedly preached both “in season and out of season” and the Word of God, the Holy Scriptures, must be 
taught and proclaimed continually since, “All Scripture is inspired by God and beneficial for teaching, for rebuke, 
for correction, for training in righteousness that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good 
work.” (2 Tim. 3:16,17) 
 

My brothers and sisters, “Here endeth the lesson.” Amen.  

3 



 

 

4 

Trinity Preschool is blessed with the best teachers, staff and preschool families.  We are 
coming close to the end of the 2022 school year and excited for 2023.  I am so proud of 
our preschool and that we can continue to pour the love of Jesus into every student that 
walks through our doors.  We continue to fill our classrooms and watch each child 
grow.  It is a true blessing!  
 
As a gift to our preschool families, a pumpkin patch was created for 

the students.  It was filled with haystacks, pumpkins, scarecrows, and some silly ghosts.  Each 
child picked a pumpkin to decorate and take home, as well as had a photo opportunity.  Our 
staff took pictures of every child and we sent them to the families. It is always a treat for us to 
put smiles on the parents faces.  Here is one of the great photos taken from our pumpkin 
patch.    

 
 
Thank you, Fr. Karl, Fr. Spencer and the Trinity Church Staff.  Also thank 
you to the Trinity Preschool Board  members for helping us make our 
trick-or-treating a complete success!  Our students got to take home a 
bucket filled with goodies, candy, and treats!  
 

 
Thanksgiving will be filled with lots of Thanks.  Our students will get a delicious turkey feast and lots of pumpkin 
pie.  Yummy!   It is always a joy to hear what our students are thankful for.  Some of the sweet responses are: for 
teachers, for hugs, for mommies and daddies and for toys.  
 

TRINITY PRESCHOOL AT BELCOURT CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  
December 8th at 12:30pm.  Location – Parish Hall  

 
Please continue to pray for our amazing preschool and their families, especially during this holiday season.  Contin-
ue to stay safe, stay healthy and be blessed always!  



 

 

In The Parish Family 
 
 

 Congratulations to… 
 

  Patrick Beck, who became a grandfather to baby girl, Daisy, on November 1st. 
 

Our sympathy to… 
 

  The family of long time member, Janet Poteete, who died on November 10th. 
 
  The Biklian Family on the death of Andre, on November 13th.  
 
  Carolyn Foutch and her family on the death of Pat, who died on November 19th. 
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                  JASON’S CHRISTMAS TREE  
 

We will be providing wrapped Christmas gifts for children whose mothers or fathers are in 
Bakersfield Recovery Services. These gifts allow parents to know that their children will be 
remembered at Christmas and helps them focus on their own addiction recovery. The 
wrapped gifts need to be turned in on December 11th.  
  

Our heartfelt thanks for your love and generosity.   



 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through disci-

pleship groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, 
Parish Ministry, and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Spencer Stubblefield, Assistant 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Livestream at 10 a.m. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor    Treasurer 
Edwin Camp Senior Warden    

Will Adams Junior Warden 

Regina Pryor  Secretary 

Debbie Gibson 

John Karnes 

Merry McCalley 

Darren Bogie 

Rick Radon 

Linda Schuler 

Patrick Beck 

Berney DeLaCruz 

Patty MacGuire 
 

 

DECEMBER - 2022 

 Corinne Bogie’ 
 
 David Galagan 
 Carlette Layne 
 Joshua Wagner 
 
 Suzanne Wagner 
 
 Clayton Dunbar 
 Fr. Spencer Stubblefield 

  Matthew Fredriksz 
 Anne Giles 
 
 Baylee Chase 
 Joy Hawley 
 
 Juliet Smith 
 
 Diane Moore 
 
 Kristin Savage 
 

   Jack Merickel 
 
  Joanne Fredrksz 
 
  Don Camp 
 Debbie Camp 
 Heather Merickel 
 
  Joseph Fredriksz 
 
 Karen Williams 
 
 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Financial 
 

October 2022                  Month           Year-to-date 
Operating Income   $50,300 $469,105 
Operating Expense  $39,280 $454,257 
Building Debt Payment     $9,800     $98,000 
 
Building to Bless (collected in October): $45,416.67 
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