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The Messenger 
January - 2023 

Growing as Disciples of  Jesus Christ through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach 

Yours in Christ, 

Renewing the Mind 
 

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the re-
newal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will 

of God…” Romans 12:2  
 
As followers of Jesus, we are to live in such a way that we are being transformed, so that 
our lives don’t just look nice on the outside, but so that we are actually living like Jesus 
from the inside out.  Our lives are meant to show forth the righteousness, justice, and holi-
ness of Jesus in action, and to exhibit the fruit of His life in “love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Gal. 5:22-23).  This is the 
“abundant life” that Jesus offers those who follow Him. 
 
But how do we experience it? 
 
Last Fall, we engaged in a study of the foundations of Disciple Making, exploring how we are made and how we can 
experience change from within.  This Winter, we will continue with the second installment of Disciple Making: Re-
newing the Mind. 
 
The life of our mind is incredibly important in the process of transformation.  While our minds are not totally free – 
they literally have a mind of their own! – we do have remarkable freedom to choose how we use our minds to live our 
lives.  This becomes incredibly important because thoughts evoke feelings that motivate our actions, for good or for 
ill. 
 
The ideas, images, and information that make up the content of our thoughts have great power.  Used well, the mind 
helps us to live as those who dwell upon God in a way that leads to deep, worshipful love of Him.  As our minds hold 
us before God, our hearts are renewed and renovated so that we truly experience and produce the fruit of Jesus’ life. 
 
We need to take care that the ideas, like thoughts on such things as freedom, happiness, progress, and the like, are in 
line with the teaching of Jesus, rather than the systems of this world.   
 
Likewise, we need to be sure that the images that empower our lives reflect right ideas.  Images are powerful, emo-
tional icons that motivate our lives.  They can be symbols of ideas like freedom, or they can be images of self.  If they 
are healthy, they will produce life.  If they are unhealthy, they can cause great damage in our lives. 
 
So how do we break down false ideas and images?  With God’s truth!  We need to know the truth of who God is and 
what He requires of us through Scripture.  We need to know the teaching of the Church as she reflects upon God’s 
revelation of Himself.  This is where we discover the truth that as we “read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest” God’s 
Word, it changes us by correcting and building those right ideas and images that motivate our lives.   
 
Don’t miss this exciting four week teaching on Renewing the Mind!  Join a Small Group today! 
 
We offer small groups on Sunday morning in between the services (9:15 a.m. in the Admin Library) or on weekdays.  
For more information, or to find a group that works for you, please see the advertisement in this month’s Messenger, 
or contact our Small Group Coordinator, Debbie Gibson.   
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Blessings, 
 
 
 
Fr. Spencer Stubblefield, SSC 

THE WORKS OF ST. EPHREM 
 

 

St. Ephrem is a 4th Century proto-monastic from Syria. He lived a lifestyle of giving 
up worldly possessions and living in prayer before the idea of monks was around. He 
was particularly famous for his poetry. This is part three of a five-part series on the 
imagery he uses in his poetry to help us better understand God. 
 

Conception and Birth giving 
In his writing, Ephrem employs a lot of feminine imagery. He even sometimes applies 
feminine qualities to God, who we know as Father. Though this may sound odd to 
some of us, this was quite common in ancient Church writings. 
 

In one of his writings on the Nativity, not only does he speak of the womb of Mary, but also the womb of God. 
 

“The Word* of the Father came from his Womb. 
And put on a body in another womb: 

the Word proceeded from one womb to another – 
and chaste wombs are now filled with the Word: 

blessed is He who has resided in us.” 
   Resurrection Hymns (1:7) 

*”Word” is feminine noun 
 

Though God has chosen to reveal himself as masculine, it is important to remember that he also contains feminine 
qualities. One of the most important of these qualities we see emphasized is the protective nature of mothers. Christ 
even compared himself to a hen whose wings protected its young. 
 

It is also the woman who gives nutrition to the child after birth. They are the life giver and life sustainer. God too is 
the life giver and life sustainer. It is by Jesus’ milk that we have life. 
 

“He is the living breast: from His life 
the dead have sucked living breath – and come to life.” 
    Nativity (4:150) 
 

It is by the miraculous ability of women that God became man. Ephrem found it important to emphasize this in his 
writing and us understanding who God is.  
 

Birth was also important in its role in Baptism. Ephrem followed a more Johannine understanding of Baptism. That 
baptism is a rebirth rather than death and resurrection as it is within the Pauline corpus. Our entire life in God re-
sides within the womb and relies on the nourishment of the mother.  
 

Though this type of understanding requires a shift in our thinking, it truly enhances the way we see God, but also 



 

 

A Word from Deacon John 
 

YOU MIGHT BE AN EVANGELICAL IF…. 
 

I would like to apologize in advance for borrowing somewhat liberally from the opening line of Jeff Foxworthy’s 
standup comic routine, “You might be a redneck if….” I guess I could have titled this submission, “Why I am an Evangeli-
cal” but why make this about me when I can make this about you!  
 
If you have followed some of the national news these last couple of years, whether political and/or religious, you 
may have noticed some Americans, who identify themselves as evangelical Christians, have carelessly allowed their per-
sonal socio-political viewpoints and activities to intertwine with their personal religious doctrinal views. The result 
has been an undeserved blackeye upon conservative Christians and in particular, those who identify as evangelicals. Let 
us be clear about this, evangelicalism has nothing to do with political affiliation, national identity or patriotic expression 
anymore than Jesus Christ being affiliated with the Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, Zealots or the Herodians.  
 
It may come as a surprise to many but the evangelical movement is not of American origin but is deeply rooted in the 16th 
century Reformation. Anglican priest, theologian and Christian apologist, Alistair McGrath, tells us that the term evangelical 
was “initially used to refer to reforming movements especially in Germany and Switzerland, in the 1510’s 
and 1520’s, but now used of the movement, especially in English-language theology, which places special 
emphasis upon the supreme authority of Scripture and the atoning death of Christ.” (Christian Theology, 2001). 
Furthermore, GR Balleine, an historian of Anglican Evangelicalism, tells that Anglican evangelicals of the 19th century 
were known for their missionary enthusiasm both home and abroad, regular bible reading, strict Sunday observance and 
the revived popularity of communion services.  
 
An example of the “Great Cloud of Witnesses” within the Anglican Church who were of the evangelical mindset included 
such bright shining stars as: John and Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, Charles Simeon, Lord Shaftesbury, and 
contemporary Christian authors such as John Stott and JI Packer, among others. Even in first quarter of the 20th cen-
tury, here in America, Anglicans had a good reputation among those conservative Christian writers, such as Presby-
terian New Testament Scholar, Gresham Machen (d.1937), who openly criticized the direction that liberal Christianity 
was taking within the Church writing, “The Protestant Episcopal Church, some of whose members, it is true, 
might resent the distinctive title of ‘evangelical’, is clearly founded upon a creed, and that creed, including 
the exultant supernaturalism of the New Testament and the redemption offered by Christ, is plainly in-
volved in the BCP….” (Christianity and Liberalism, 1923) 
 
Maybe the old 1968 “Virginia Slims” cigarette campaign slogan, “You’ve come along way baby!” says it all, for 
many within the Anglican Communion have followed the Pied Piper’s path into liberal and progressive theology in direct 
opposition to Evangelical faith and understanding. A recent letter by Anglican priest, Rev. Roger Salter, St. Matthew’s 
Anglican Church, Birmingham, Alabama, summed up our problem succinctly writing, “The general state of Angli-
canism in our day is pitiable beyond description. Our rejection of truth is serious. Even professedly Evan-
gelical folk balk at giving full credence to the Word of God in the area of human wickedness, helplessness 
and the absolute sovereignty of God. As a result, we have fallen to the brink of apostasy in large sections of 
our denomination.”  
 
It is not too late to reclaim the evangelical distinctives of our faith as Christians by boldly affirming (1) the centrality of the 
absolute necessity to be ‘born again’ through the atoning sacrifice of Christ Jesus, (2) the undeniable authority of the Bible as God’s revela-
tion to mankind, and (3) Christ’s command to the Church to spread the Gospel throughout the world. 
 
 So, my friends, if you accept these distinctives as part of your Christian faith and practice then, you might very well 
be an EVANGELICAL! 
 
Blessings,  
Deacon John LaMar 
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Our Annual Trinity Preschool Christmas Program was an absolute joy to see!  Families 
and friends filled the church, with “standing room” only!  Our students danced and sang 
loudly and put smiles on everyone’s face!   
 

 
Santa and Mrs. Clause were our 
surprise guests, creating 
screams of happiness through-
out the Hall!  A huge Thank 
you to our entire staff, teachers, 
and families for creating a mag-
ical memory! Especially to our 
very own Santa and Mrs. Claus!  
 
 

 
As our new year approaches, our preschool continues to flourish with new students, fill-
ing the classrooms even more!  Our teachers and staff are ready for a great 2023 year. 
We plan on creating more exciting events and we will continue to always pour the love 
of Jesus into our entire preschool!   
 
Tuesdays are Chapel time with Fr. Karl and Fr. Spencer (AKA Fr. Karl and Fr. Karl). 
The children think Fr. Spencer’s name is Fr. Karl #2!  Its so sweet!  Their favorite song 
is the B-I-B-L-E!  Throughout the campus you can hear the children singing it, quietly 
and slow, fast, and loud!   Our students can recite the Lord’s prayer with the help of our 
priests. It’s so great to watch these young children love Chapel, love church, and then go 
home and tell their families all about it!  One mother came to me to thank us for teach-
ing her son about Jesus.  She said, “It makes me want to go to church” WOW!   
 
Please continue to pray for our amazing preschool, as we will continue to pray for our 
church families and friends!    
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  
 

 
Love, Ms. Jennifer  
         Director  

Trinity  
Preschool 



 

 

ARE YOU IN A SMALL GROUP? 
 

We believe that followers of Jesus grow best in fellowship and commu-
nity with other disciples where we can help one another grow and can 
discern how God is working in one another’s lives (Eph. 4:16).  That’s 
why Small Groups are at the heart of how we grow here at Trinity!  Each 
year we engage in three sermon-based small group series (Epiphany/
Winter, Easter/Spring, and Late Pentecost/Fall).   
 

What kind of time commitment do I make to a group? 
We are mindful that we live in a busy culture and that certain times of year, like the holiday season, are partic-
ularly busy.  Small groups meet for three series each year, varying in length from five to eight weeks, depend-
ing on the calendar. 
   

How do I join a group? 
That’s the easiest part! You can fill out the small group registration form on our website (https://
trinitybakersfield.com/small-groups), or get in touch directly with our small group coordinator, Debbie Gib-
son (emsbubby@icloud.com). 

Small 

Growing together 
fellowship and learning 
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This year’s guest speaker is Bishop Mark Lawrence, former 
rector, native of Bakersfield, and retired bishop of the Dio-
cese of South Carolina.   
 

We have reserved seating available for church members.  
Tickets are $25 each.  Call the Church by January 8 to re-
serve your seat(s). The Rt. Rev. Mark Lawrence 

https://trinitybakersfield.com/small-groups
https://trinitybakersfield.com/small-groups


 

 

In The Parish Family 
Congratulations to… 
  Anna Mullins Fox on receiving her Masters of Higher Education from Penn State! 
 

Thank you to… 

  our Altar Guild for making our church home look so festive for Christmas. And thank you also for all 
  of your hard work throughout the year. 
 

  to the Choir, the Lectors, Ushers, Chalice Bearers, the AV Team, the Nursery Workers, and the  
  Acolytes for help with all of our services this year.  We couldn’t have done it without you all! 

Our sympathy to… 
  Vernon Crissman on the recent death of his wife, Normalee. 
  
  The Foutch Family on the death of Carolyn Foutch, who died on December 12th. 
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MISSING 
 

All of our red tablecloths for the church are 
missing.  Please look around your home for 
them. If you find them, just return them to Fel-
lowship Hall or let Tara know.  To help us keep 
track of what we have available, please coordi-
nate with Tara in the church office before bor-
rowing anything. 

PLEDGE CARDS 
 
If you haven’t received your pledge card for 2023, or if 
you have misplaced it, please call Tara, in the church 
office (665-7713) and she will send you a new one. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
WITH 

GOAL SETTING GATHERING 
Sunday January 22, 2023 

 

 

 

Lunch provided     Children’s activity 

Reports from 2022 

Elections for Board and delegates 

 

TIME TO CELEBRATE GOD’S FAITHFUL WORK IN OUR 

MIDST, TO DREAM TOGETHER, AND TO DISCERN HOW 

GOD IS CALLING US TO LIVE INTO HIS MISSION 

SINGLE SERVICE AT 9AM 
Immediately following service 



 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through disci-

pleship groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, 
Parish Ministry, and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Spencer Stubblefield, Assistant 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Livestream at 10 a.m. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor    Treasurer 
Edwin Camp Senior Warden    

Will Adams Junior Warden 

Regina Pryor  Secretary 

Debbie Gibson 

John Karnes 

Merry McCalley 

Darren Bogie 

Rick Radon 

Linda Schuler 

Patrick Beck 

Berney DeLaCruz 

Patty MacGuire 
 

 

January - 2023 

 Larry Bright 
 Tracey Ray 
 
 Malachi Clark 
 
 Lynne Hall 
 
 Harlene Haskett 
 
 Julia Goodrich 

 Jo Ellen Holt 
 
 Jan Smith 
 
 Teri Bomar 
 Katie Bomar 
 Mary Grace Nelson 
 Paul Wagner 

    Nancy Haddad 
 Rick Haggard 
 King Lee 
 
   Jenny Mason 
 
   Owen Oyeka 
 Bobbi White 
 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Financial 
 

November 2022                  Month           Year-to-date 
Operating Income   $33,807 $502,911 
Operating Expense  $54,324 $508,509 
Building Debt Payment     $9,800 $107,801   
 
Building to Bless (collected in November): $58,875 
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