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The Messenger 
October 2022 

Growing as Disciples of  Jesus Christ through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach 

THREE LESSONS FROM QUEEN ELIZABETH’S LIFE 
 
I was one of millions of people from across the globe who watched the funeral service 
for Queen Elizabeth II at Westminster Abbey.  It was a beautiful service in a beautiful 
setting, and all the pageantry and tradition were truly something to behold.  As I reflect-
ed upon the service, there were a few things that stood out to me. 
 

First, the Anglican burial liturgy is powerful!  The Anglican rite is more focused on the 
One who conquered death than upon the one who died.  That doesn’t mean that our 
losses do not matter, but, rather, that truth of Jesus’ resurrection truly changed, and 
changes, everything – even death.  As the Commendation at the end of the service says, “even at the grave we make 
our song…”  Even if no personal touches were added to the service, the Anglican burial liturgy powerfully pro-
claims the heart of the Christian faith! 
 

Second, I was struck by the consistent refrain from commentators, colleagues, and from the Archbishop of Canter-
bury’s funeral sermon that the Queen’s faith was a huge part of her life.  She sought to live a life of service and of 
Christian virtue.  As she herself put it in her Christmas Message in 2000, “For me, the teachings of Christ and my 
own personal accountability before God provide a framework in which I try to lead my life... I, like so many of you, 
have drawn great comfort in difficult times from Christ's words and example.”  What strikes me here actually 
strikes me at every funeral: you truly reap what you sow.  What we live our life for will be the refrain in the time of 
passing.  Or, as I have put it at times, you live your funeral sermon.  What do you want your life to be remembered 
for? 
 

Third, in keeping with the second, Queen Elizabeth planned many of the details of her own burial service.  The 
readings, the hymns, and the service music, all chosen to reflect her abiding faith.  That, for me, was incredibly 
moving.  To sing along (in my heart) to “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” moved me deeply.  It was a hymn that 
was chosen for my own mother’s burial.  What a testimony of faith to sing : 
 

Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be.  Let us see thy great salva-
tion perfectly restored in thee.  Changed from glory into glory, till in heav’n we take our 
place, till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love and praise.  (Hymn 657) 

 

Her planning of her service was not only a testimony of her deep and abiding faith.  It was a gift to her family.  One 
of the things families look for in crafting the service is a sense of closure and of honoring their loved one.  When 
their loved one said what they wanted, it allows the family to give exactly what was desired.  It is a gift.   
 

I cannot encourage you enough to give that gift to your family, no matter what your age.  Take the time to think 
through your own service and put it in writing for your family and for the church.  In fact, we have a resource on 
our website that helps you do exactly that. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
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Secret Prayers of  the Priest 
 

In a recent sermon I gave (on September 25), I spoke on the importance of en-
gaging our heart in Christian life and not just going through the motions. We es-
pecially risk running into this folly during our Liturgy. Though beautiful, we have 
to make the effort to engage and not let our muscle memory take over. 
 
One of the ways I continue to focus my engagement is by saying, what we call, 
the Secrets. These are prayers said by the priest during the service “under his 
breath”. These prayers were added to the Liturgy in the 14th Century but have a 
foundation dating back to the first few centuries, when the clergy would say most 
of the Eucharistic prayer silently. While they are intended for the clergy, some of 
them are very helpful for anyone to keep their heart, soul, and mind on track. 

 
The Elevations 
There are two prayers at the Elevations, one when the host is raised and one when the chalice is raised. They 
are both quite simple but are extremely useful in reminding ourselves what we are looking at and the miracle 
taking place. 
 

When the host is raised: “My Lord and my God.”  Just a simple five words that are a quote from John 20:28 when 
Thomas put his hands in the wounds of Jesus. These words remind us that Jesus is truly present in the Sacra-
ment with us and that He is God. 
 

When the Chalice is raised: “Remember your creature, O Lord, whom you have redeemed by your most precious Blood.”  Not 
quite as simple, yet still profound. These words remind us of what exactly it is Jesus did for us. Not only did He 
give us his blood to drink in the Sacrament, but He shed is blood for our Salvation as a sign of His love. This 
comes from the Prayer of St. Ambrose, a 4th Century theologian and Bishop. 
 

Before Receiving Communion 
There are several prayers to be said before receiving the Body and Blood of Christ. After the Invitation, just 
before receiving, the Priest says, “I will receive the Bread of Heaven and call upon the Name of the Lord.” This comes 
from Psalm 116:13 but changes it slightly for Eucharistic overtones. 
 

Right after that, the priest then says three times, “Lord, I am not worthy that you should come under my roof but speak the 
word only and my soul shall be healed.” These are the words of the Centurion who asks Jesus to heal his servant. This 
is a penitential prayer that reminds us that we are not worthy of the gifts God has given us yet all we have to do 
is ask, and the gift is ours. Traditionally, this was said by the entire congregation together, but has since fallen 
out of common practice. 
 

There are several other prayers that can be used to engage during the service, but these are just a couple that I 

have found helpful even before being ordained. I encourage you to give them a try next time you are engaging 

in the Mass. 

  Blessings, 
 
 
 

Fr. Spencer Stubblefield, SSC 



 

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
 

Sunday, October 2nd, at 5:30 p.m. 
on the lawn 

 
All are invited to bring your pets to be blessed.   

 
We are honoring St. Francis of  Assisi with this special service.   

Ask your friends to bring their pets and join us! 
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A Word from Your Deacon 
 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO HELL? 
By Deacon John 

 
Was Hell scared out of everyone or did it just die out of neglect? Or is it possible that the subject of Hell was 
preached and taught out of existence or just conveniently misplaced in the Christian lexicon?  
 

Interestingly, the Authorized Version (KJV) references Heaven 327 times in the Old Testament and 255 times in 
the New while the word Hell is only mentioned 30 times in the Old Testament, appearing mostly in the Psalms, 
Proverbs and Isaiah. Yet, that same word, Hell, is referenced 162 times in the New Testament of where Jesus 
mentions it 70 times. Did you catch that? Jesus mentions Hell more often in the Gospels than is mentioned col-
lectively in the entire Old Testament. 
 

A survey conducted by the Pew Research Center in 2014 revealed that 72% of the American public polled believed 
in Heaven while only 58% believed in Hell and of all the major religions it is those of the Muslim faith who, by 
and large, believe in a literal heaven and a literal hell; 89% in Heaven and 76% in Hell. More Muslims believe in 
Hell than Americans believe in Heaven! Why is that? Are we modernists and post-modernists too sophisticated for 
these apparent archaic concepts? 
 

Many of those incarcerated view this country’s justice and penal system as seriously broken saying that current 
sentencing guidelines are woefully unjust and exceedingly harsh. Many often prefer to speak of their sentences 
rather than their sins, offenses and trespasses. Often, we can still hear the mantra of “victimless crimes”, however, 
upon deeper reflection the incarcerated often bemoan the effect, the collateral damage, inflicted upon the families 
of their victims and their own families as well. Why are the innocent suffering for the sins of another?  
 

If, as many might claim, that our Justice system is truly unjust, does that mean that the Judge who has the power 
to sentence, is unjust as well? Speaking theologically now to those who believe in a literal hell, if the concept and 
purpose of Hell is unjust and arbitrary, then what does that say of the Judge, Himself?  
 

Much beloved by the theologically liberal Church, Episcopal bishop and theologian, John Shelby Spong (d. 2021), 
wrote, “I must leave behind most of the baggage of heaven and hell, all the theistic understandings of God, and…. those legendary 
and fanciful attempts to interpret Jesus as the incarnation of (God) a theistic external deity.” However, leveling criticism at his 
own fellow believers in the liberal church, Protestant Theologian Richard Niebuhr (d.1962), said, “they believe in 
a God without wrath, who brought men without sin, into a kingdom without judgment through the 
ministrations of a Christ without a cross.”  
 

To deny the need of Christ’s atoning death implies that the historical Jesus of Nazareth died nothing more than a 
terrible and unjust martyr’s death. Do the math yourself:  
 

If there is no sin to atone for, 
then there is no need for a sacrificial death, 

then there is no cause for God’s wrath, 
then there is no need for a Hell.  

 

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my father’s house are many rooms; if it were not 
so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.” (John 14:1-3) There is a place being prepared for 
us, heaven, that we may ‘dwell in the house of the Lord’, forever. Jesus also said, “Then he will say to those on his left, 
‘Depart from me, you who are cursed (damned), into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’” (Matthew 25:41)  
Very simply, just as there exists a place, being prepared for the saints by the Lord Jesus himself, there also ex-
ists a place, created before man first walked upon the earth, that was prepared for the fallen angels. “For if God did 
not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for (future) judgment;” (II 
Peter 2:4).  
 

So, the answer to my question, “Whatever Happened to Hell”, is quite simple, it is where it has always been, right 

where God placed it!  
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Fall has begun with beautiful weather for our students, so 
they can play outside and create fun, fall crafts!  Our 
amazing teachers are enjoying creating fall décor crafts to 
brighten up our preschool families’ homes!  Look how 
precious Ms. Darala is with some of her students!   
 
 
 

We are super excited for Halloween!  Being able to dress up in fun costumes, always puts a smile on the faces of 
our students and staff!  We love that the church staff gets involved too!  I am curious what Fr. Karl and Fr. Spencer 
will be this year?  
 

                                                       We Need Candy Donations!   
 
If you would like to donate candy for our preschool Trick–or–Treating, please bring candy  
to our preschool office, or to the church office!  Please, no hard candies or gum.  Other do-
nations needed are: stickers, novelty toys, pencils, small stuffed animals, or any fun Hallow-
een items.   

 
                                
                             We love to get messy at Trinity Preschool!    
Look how cute one of our students is while playing with Shaving cream and food coloring!    
 
 

 
Amazing Athletes are fully back in action!  Coach Amber provides a great class 
filled with sports, PE, educational lessons, and a t-shirt! Every week is a new lesson 
and new sport theme!  Our students can be seen in amazing, blue, athletic shirts, 
which they absolutely love them!  Thank you Coach Amber!  
 

 

The 22/23 Trinity Preschool year is off to a wonderful start!  We have over 70 students enrolled a staff of 7 out-
standing staff members and myself!  The staff and I have over 100 combined years of experience!  Our Trinity Pre-
school team is simply the best!   
 
Continue to stay safe and stay healthy!  We love our Trinity Church family!  
 
Love – Ms. Jennifer – 

Director  

PRESCHOOL CHAPEL 
 
Fr. Karl and Fr. Spencer will be having a Preschool Chapel Service 
for our preschool children.  This will be held in Fellowship Hall each 
Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.  After the children’s service we will then have a 
Holy Eucharist and Healing Service.  



 

 

THIRD ANNUAL CLOTHING DRIVE  
FOR CENTRAL AMERICA AND MEXICO 

 
As part of our international outreach ministry partnerships, we will 
once again be collecting gently used clothing for men, women and 
children. The majority of the clothing will be distributed to several 
poor churches in El Salvador while some of the men’s clothing will be 
delivered to “Casa Refugio”, House of Refuge, men’s rehabilitation 
home in Tijuana, Mexico.  
 
As we have done on each successive mission trip to various churches 
in Central America, the donated clothing will be accompanied by a 
generous supply of Spanish bibles, children’s New Testaments and 

boxes of assorted Christian tracts. The tracts will be distributed by the local churches in their own 
ministry outreach projects within their local community. 
 
The kick-off  date for the clothing collection drive will begin on Sunday, October 2nd and will end 2 
weeks later on Sunday, October 16th. Collection boxes will be located in the church office lobby and 
also in the Parish Hall. Once again, many thanks for your previous donations to our brothers and sis-
ters in the Faith, south of our borders. 
 
Yours in His Service, 
Deacon John 
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LADIES BROWN BAG  
LUNCH SOCIAL 

 

Our next Brown Bag Lunch will be on Tuesday, October 25th, at 
11:30 am in Fellowship Hall.  We encourage all ladies of Trinity to 
join us and bring a lunch and drink.  Please feel free to invite a friend 
or two.  Guests are always welcome! 

TUESDAY HOLY COMMUNION  
and HEALING SERVICE 

 

We offering Holy Communion with Healing Prayer  
 Tuesdays at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall. 

Invite your friends for a great time!   
We will have decorated trunks for treats, food, and activities for the whole family! 

 

Want to help?  Contact Jennifer Coburn (282-5252) to decorate a car  
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ARE YOU IN A SMALL GROUP? 
 

We believe that followers of Jesus grow best in fellowship and com-
munity with other disciples where we can help one another grow and 
can discern how God is working in one another’s lives (Eph. 4:16).  
That’s why Small Groups are at the heart of how we grow here at Trin-
ity!   
 

Each year we engage in three sermon-based small group series 
(Epiphany/Winter, Easter/Spring, and Late Pentecost/Fall).  The five-
week Late Pentecost series will kick off the week of Sunday, October 
2 and run through the week of Sunday, October 30.  The series will 
explore Disciple Making: How to become more like Jesus and how to 
help others do the same. 

 

What kind of time commitment do I make to a group? 

We are mindful that we live in a busy culture and that certain times of year, like the holiday season, are partic-
ularly busy.  Small groups meet for three series each year, varying in length from five to eight weeks, depend-
ing on the calendar.   

 

What if I join a group that doesn’t “fit” with me? 
Because we are convinced that we grow best in fellowship with one another, it is important to find the right 
group for you.  We ask people to commit to their group for the length of the series.  At the end of the series, 
people are free to continue with that group, try another group, or take a break until a later series. 

 

How do I join a group? 
That’s the easiest part! You can fill out the small group registration form on our website (https://
trinitybakersfield.com/small-groups), call the church office (665-7713), or get in touch directly with our small 

Small Groups 

Growing together through  
fellowship and learning 

https://trinitybakersfield.com/small-groups
https://trinitybakersfield.com/small-groups


 

 

October 27th 

NEW MEMBERS & CONFIRMATION COURSE  
 

This course is perfect for: 

 Those new to Trinity and wanting to get more deeply in-
volved 

 Adults wanting to fully join the Anglican heritage and be 
confirmed 

 Young persons ready to declare their baptismal faith for 
themselves.  

 
In Confirmation, prayers are offered by the Bishop for candi-
dates for daily increase in the Holy Spirit and for continual 
strengthening for life in the service of Christ.  Bishop Eric will be 
with us for Confirmation on November 6. Classes will be held in 
five sessions on Sunday mornings starting October 2 (Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30) in between the ser-
vices (9:10-9:50 am).  
 

For more information or to register, call the Church Office 665-7713.  
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MEN’S BBQ 
 

Thu. Oct 13th - 5:30 pm 
$10 tickets 

Crusader’s Brewery 

for more information 

contact Garrett Ming gming78@gmail.com 

 



 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through disci-

pleship groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, 
Parish Ministry, and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Spencer Stubblefield, Assistant 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Livestream at 10 a.m. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor    Treasurer 
Edwin Camp Senior Warden    

Will Adams Junior Warden 

Regina Pryor  Secretary 

Debbie Gibson 

John Karnes 

Merry McCalley 

Darren Bogie 

Rick Radon 

Linda Schuler 

Patrick Beck 

Berney DeLaCruz 

Patty MacGuire 
 

 

OCTOBER - 2022 

 MT Merickel 
 
 Bitsy Ming 
 
 Lynda Oyeka 
 
 Courtney Dunbar 
 
 Emery Gatza 

  Jenine Snoddy 
 
 Carol White 
 
 Jennifer Coburn 
 
 Elizabeth Bomar 
 Sue Wagner 
 
 George Granger 

   Ashley McEnulty 
 
  Doug Chesney 
 Jefferie Ray 
 
  Vince Layne 
 Steve Napier 
 Ben Smith 
 
  Malina Steward 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Financial 
 

                  Month           Year-to-date 
 
Operating Income   $48,769 $369,839 
Operating Expense  $53,460 $370,096 
Building Debt Payment   $9,000    $72,000 
 
Ages to Ages II (collected in August): $6,775 
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We are having Trick 
or Treating in the 
Church Office for our 
Preschool children on 
Monday, October 
31st. 
 
If you’d like to donate 
a bag or two of candy, 
it would be greatly 
appreciated. 


