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Message: Romans 1:18-32 
Message Date: August 17, 2025 

 
Summary of the Sermon: 
 
This powerful exploration of Romans 1:18-32 confronts us with an uncomfortable yet profoundly loving 
truth: God's warnings about rejecting Him are not expressions of anger, but demonstrations of His deep love 
for humanity. We're walked through five progressive stages of spiritual decline that occur when people 
suppress God's truth. First comes suppression—actively pushing down what we know to be true about God's 
existence and character. Then comes the exchange—trading God's truth for lies, refusing to glorify Him or 
be thankful. This leads to changing God's glory into idolatry, worshiping creation rather than the Creator. 
Fourth, we see the exchange of natural relations for unnatural ones, and finally, the complete removal of 
God from our thinking—a debased mind that invents new forms of evil. What makes this passage so striking 
is how it mirrors our current cultural moment, where tolerance has become an idol and speaking truth is 
labeled as hate. Yet the message reminds us that real love warns of danger. Just as loving parents warn their 
children away from harm, God lovingly details the consequences of rejecting Him—not to condemn, but to 
rescue. We're challenged to see that sharing the gospel isn't about changing people's behavior but 
introducing them to Jesus, who alone can transform hearts. This isn't a message of judgment toward the lost, 
but a call for us to lovingly share truth with a world desperately in need of hope. 
 
Title: The Consequences of Rejecting God's Truth: A Loving Warning from Romans 1 
 
Sermon Summary:  
This sermon provides an in-depth examination of Romans 1:16-32, focusing on God's loving warning to 
humanity about the consequences of rejecting His gospel offer. The pastor emphasizes that God has clearly 
revealed Himself through creation and has placed knowledge of Him within every person, leaving all 
without excuse. The message traces a progression of spiritual decline that occurs when people reject God's 
truth: from suppressing truth, to exchanging truth for lies, to ultimately removing all knowledge of God 
from their minds. Throughout this decline, God demonstrates His love by warning of the consequences—
futile thinking, darkened emotions, moral depravity, and ultimately a debased mind. The sermon stresses 
that speaking truth about sin, particularly sexual immorality and homosexuality, is an act of love rather than 
intolerance, as God desires all people to be saved and wants to warn them of the eternal cost of rejecting 
Christ. 
 
Key Points: 
- God has clearly revealed Himself through creation, making His eternal power and divine nature evident to 
all people 
- The gospel is the power of God for salvation, available to everyone who believes 
- People who reject God follow a progression: suppressing truth, refusing to glorify God, exchanging truth 
for lies, and ultimately rejecting all knowledge of God 
- The consequences of rejecting God include futile thinking, darkened hearts, moral depravity, sexual 
immorality, and a debased mind 
- God's wrath is already upon those who reject Him, but He lovingly offers salvation through Christ 
- Speaking truth about sin is an act of love, not intolerance; true love warns people of danger 
- Humanity was created for God's glory and to have a relationship with Him 
- Both homosexuality and fornication are addressed as sins against God's design, but God offers forgiveness 
for all sins except the rejection of Christ 
- Christians should not be tolerant of sin but should lovingly share the gospel with sinners 
- The only unforgivable sin is rejecting what Jesus did on the cross 
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Scripture Reference: 
- Romans 1:16-32 (primary passage) 
- Isaiah 43:7 (purpose of humanity—created for God's glory) 
- Psalm 19 (the heavens declare the glory of God) 
- Psalm 14:1 (the fool says there is no God) 
- Proverbs 13 (sparing the rod hates the son) 
- Proverbs 9 (fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom) 
- Jeremiah 17:9 (the heart is deceitful and desperately wicked) 
- 1 Corinthians 6 (those who practice certain sins will not inherit the kingdom) 
- 2 Peter 3 (scoffers willfully forget God's truth) 
- Genesis 3 (Satan's lie: "you will be like God") 
- 2 Timothy 3 (characteristics of the last days) 
 
Stories: 
- The Pacific Golden Plover: Young birds left alone in Alaska by their parents in August, who then fly 3,000 
miles to Hawaii in September/October without ever having made the journey before, finding their parents 
precisely—demonstrating God's design in creation 
- The Spider Web: Illustrating God's creative power, as spider silk is five times stronger than steel wire of 
the same thickness 
- The Human Eye: Referenced through Charles Darwin's own admission that the complexity of the eye 
seems "absurd in the highest possible degree" to have formed by natural selection 
- Dr. Richard Lewontin Quote: Harvard professor admitting that scientists are forced to accept material 
explanations "no matter how counterintuitive" because "we cannot allow a divine foot in the door"—
example of willfully suppressing truth 
- Richard Dawkins Quote: Describing biological complexity as giving "the appearance of having been 
designed" but calling it an "illusion"—another example of suppressing evident truth 
  



8/24/2026  11:36:47 AM Page 3 of 3 Romans 1.18-32 - 2025.08.17.docx 

Discussion Questions: 
 
How does the concept of suppressing truth in unrighteousness manifest in our modern culture, and in what 
ways might we be guilty of this ourselves? 
 
Paul argues that creation itself reveals God's invisible attributes and eternal power. What aspects of creation 
most powerfully demonstrate God's existence to you personally? 
 
The sermon discusses how people exchange the truth of God for a lie. What are some contemporary lies that 
our culture has embraced in place of biblical truth? 
 
How can we lovingly warn people about the consequences of sin without appearing judgmental or 
intolerant, especially in a culture that values tolerance above truth? 
 
The passage states that people become futile in their thinking and their foolish hearts are darkened when 
they reject God. How have you observed this progression in society or in individual lives? 
 
What is the difference between loving someone and approving of their sinful behavior, and how can we 
practically demonstrate this distinction in our relationships? 
 
The sermon emphasizes that we were created for God's glory. How does understanding this as our primary 
purpose change the way we approach daily life and decision-making? 
 
Why do you think sexual immorality is such a prominent consequence of rejecting God throughout this 
passage, and what does this reveal about God's design for human sexuality? 
 
How does the progression from suppressing truth to exchanging truth to eliminating God from knowledge 
help us understand the spiritual decline we see around us? 
 
In what ways might Christians be tempted to be tolerant of error for the sake of being accepted, and how can 
we resist this pressure while still showing genuine love? 


