Message: Romans 3:1-20
Message Date: September 7, 2025

Summary of the Sermon:

What does it truly mean to have an advantage in our walk with God? Romans 3 opens with a question that
cuts right to the heart of human pride and divine faithfulness: if the Jewish people were given the oracles of
God, the very word of God, and still fell short, what does that say about the rest of us? We explore the
stunning reality that God went to extraordinary lengths to communicate his truth to every person, whether
through the formal giving of the law to Israel or by writing his moral law on the hearts of every human
being. The ceremonial laws of the Old Testament, from the Sabbath to circumcision to the laws of leprosy,
were not arbitrary religious rituals but deeply intentional pictures pointing us toward our need for a Savior.
Each one whispers the same message: we cannot earn our way to God, what comes out of us is unclean, and
we need something pure from outside of us to make us whole. The great spiritual lesson here is that God's
faithfulness never wavers based on our response to it. Whether we accept or reject his offer of salvation, he
remains true. Every person who has ever lived will one day stand before him knowing, without a shadow of
doubt, that he was faithful and that every opportunity was given. That truth is both sobering and deeply
motivating for our own faith journey.

Title: The Advantage of Truth: All Are Sinners, All Are Offered Grace

Sermon Summary:

Drawing from Romans 3:1-20, this sermon addresses the question of whether the Jewish people held a
spiritual advantage over Gentiles, and concludes that while the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God
— giving them significant spiritual heritage and knowledge — both Jews and Gentiles stand equally
condemned as sinners before God. The sermon walks through the purposes of the Law of Moses, the
ceremonial laws given to Israel as rich symbolic communications of mankind's sinfulness and need for a
Savior, and the sobering reality that no human being can earn righteousness before God. Despite the weight
of this condemnation, the sermon closes on a note of hope, pointing toward Romans 3:21-22 and the
righteousness of God made available through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.

Key Points:
e The Jewish people were entrusted with the oracles of God, giving them a significant spiritual

advantage through scripture, prophecy, covenants, the glory of God, and the ceremonial law, yet this
advantage only deepens the tragedy of unbelief

o Both Jews and Gentiles are equally condemned as sinners: Jews through the formally given Law of
Moses, and Gentiles through the moral law written on their hearts and the conscience God placed
within them

e The ceremonial laws given to Israel were rich symbolic communications from God, each pointing to
mankind's sinfulness and need for a Savior: the Sabbath laws illustrated that no one can work their
way to salvation; the dietary laws pictured the distinction between the clean and unclean before God;
circumcision symbolized the need to cut away confidence in the flesh and come to God by faith
alone; the laws of bodily discharge communicated that what comes out of man is unclean and that
we need something pure from outside ourselves to cleanse us; and leprosy served as a picture of sin
requiring cleansing rather than mere healing

e The unbelief of man does not diminish the faithfulness of God; God has gone to extraordinary
lengths to make salvation known and to convict every person, meaning that all who reject Him will
stand without excuse at judgment
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Twisted human logic that attempts to justify sin or place God in a no-win situation is exposed as
irrational; God is always right in His words and always right in His judgment

The extended quotations from the Old Testament in Romans 3:10-18 confirm universally that none
are righteous, none truly seek God on their own, and all are on a path of destruction and misery apart
from Him

No person, whether Jew or Gentile, can be justified before God by the deeds of the law; the law's
purpose is to produce the knowledge of sin, not to provide a means of salvation

God's righteousness is now revealed apart from the law through faith in Jesus Christ, available
equally to all who believe, whether Jew or Gentile

Scripture Reference:

Romans 3:1-20 serves as the primary passage, with Romans 3:21-22 introduced at the close as a
bridge to the hope of the gospel

Supporting references include Romans 2:12, Romans 9:4, Psalm 51:4, Psalm 14, Psalm 53, Psalm 5,
Psalm 140, Psalm 10, Psalm 36, Isaiah 59, Matthew 15, Acts 10, Hebrews 3-4, Hebrews 9, Genesis
15, Proverbs 14:12, and 2 Peter 3

Stories:

The illustration of imagining oneself as God who, out of love, decides to create humans with free
will, knowing they will sin, and then plans from the beginning to send His own Son to live a perfect
life, die for sin, and rise again to offer salvation, is used to frame the entire purpose of the Law and
the gospel

The analogy of a household with one well-behaved child and one rebellious child is used to illustrate
the twisted logic that one person's bad behavior makes another look better by comparison, which
Paul addresses in Romans 3:5-8

The account of Peter's vision in Acts 10, in which a sheet of animals is lowered from heaven and
Peter is told not to call unclean what God has cleansed, is referenced to explain the symbolic
meaning of the dietary laws and God's intention to save Gentiles

The healing of the leper in the Gospels, where the man asks Jesus if He is willing to cleanse him and
Jesus immediately responds that He is, is used to illustrate leprosy as a type of sin requiring
cleansing and Christ's willingness to forgive

The story of Job is briefly referenced to illustrate that even the most righteous man on earth, when
confronted with God's direct presence, was rendered speechless and unable to question God,
countering the notion that people will boldly interrogate God at judgment

Noah's flood and the destruction of the Canaanites are mentioned as examples of God's righteous
judgment, used to expose the inconsistency of those who simultaneously demand that God eliminate
evil and yet accuse Him of injustice when He does

10/4/2026 8:18:46 AM Page 2 of 5 Wk 6 - Romans 3.1-20 - 2025.09.07.docx



Discussion Questions:

Day 1:
The sermon describes the Jewish people as having received the 'oracles of God' as their chief advantage -- in

what ways do you think access to Scripture shapes a person's accountability before God, and how does that
responsibility apply to those of us who have grown up with the Bible readily available?

The pastor argues that no one will be able to stand before God in judgment and claim they were never
warned or convicted of their sin -- how does this understanding of God's faithfulness change the way you
think about sharing the gospel with others?

Day 2:
Romans 3:11 states that there is none who seeks after God, yet many people describe their salvation as a

moment when they 'found God' -- how do you reconcile this with the idea that it is God who draws and
pursues us rather than the other way around?

The sermon walks through several ceremonial laws such as circumcision, the Sabbath, dietary laws, and
leprosy, each communicating something about sin and salvation -- which of these word pictures resonates
most deeply with your own spiritual journey and why?

Day 3:
The pastor points out that the world simultaneously complains that God allows evil and accuses God of

injustice when He judges evil -- how do you personally navigate conversations with people who use this
kind of contradictory reasoning to reject God?
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The sermon emphasizes that God gave humans free will because He wanted chosen relationship rather than
robotic obedience -- how does the reality of free will shape your understanding of both human responsibility
and God's sovereignty?

Day 4:
Paul's argument in Romans 3 builds on the idea that both Jews and Gentiles are equally condemned under

God's law, just through different means -- how does this universal condemnation actually serve as the
foundation for a message of hope rather than despair?

The pastor describes the Sabbath laws as God's way of communicating that we cannot work our way into a
relationship with Him -- in what practical ways do you still find yourself tempted to earn God's favor rather
than resting in the finished work of Christ?

Day S:
The sermon notes that Psalm 51 is quoted in Romans 3:4 to affirm that God is justified in His words and

righteous in His judgments -- how does meditating on the truth that God is always right, even when we
disagree with Him, affect your prayer life and trust in difficult seasons?

The pastor closes by urging believers to ask for boldness in sharing the gospel and to seek permission before
sharing -- how do you balance sensitivity and boldness in your own evangelism, and what tends to hold you
back from initiating those conversations?
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PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS
This Week, Choose One:

e Reflect on your advantage. Consider what access to God's Word has meant in your own life. Spend
time this week reading a portion of Scripture with fresh gratitude for the fact that God went to the
trouble of communicating his truth in writing. Journal one thing you are grateful for about having the
Bible.

o Identify a lie you are still tempted to believe. The sermon pointed out that before salvation, most
people believe they are good enough to earn their way to heaven. Even after salvation, subtle
versions of that thinking can linger. Ask God to reveal any area of your life where you are still
operating as though your performance earns his favor, and bring that to him in prayer.

e Practice asking permission to share the gospel. The sermon encouraged believers to ask
permission before sharing the gospel rather than running people over with it. Identify one person in
your life who does not know Christ. Pray for them this week and ask God for an opportunity to
simply ask whether they would be open to hearing what you believe.

e Meditate on God's faithfulness. Romans 3:3-4 declares that God is true even when every man is a
liar. Write down three to five specific ways God has been faithful to you, particularly in times when
you were not faithful to him. Share one of those with your group or with someone outside the group
this week.

LOOKING AHEAD

Next week the group will continue in Romans 3:21 and following, where Paul transitions from the depth of
humanity's condemnation to the full declaration of God's righteousness available through faith in Jesus
Christ. Come prepared to discuss what it means to be justified freely by his grace.
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