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Message: Romans 5:1-11 
Message Date: October 12, 2025 

 
Summary of the Sermon: 
 
What does it truly mean to be made right with God, and what does that gift actually include? Romans 5 
opens a treasure chest of blessings that belong to every believer, and most of them are available to us right 
now, in the present tense. We explore ten distinct benefits of justification, the biblical term for being made 
right with God through faith in Jesus Christ. From the peace that replaces the inner restlessness every human 
being feels before knowing God, to the bold access we now have to His throne of grace, to the love of God 
literally poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, this passage reminds us that salvation is far more than a 
ticket to heaven. It is a complete transformation of our standing, our experience, and our future. One of the 
most striking insights is the sheer concentration of the word 'righteous' and 'justified' across Romans 
chapters 3 through 5, appearing dozens of times, making it unmistakably clear that God's deepest desire is to 
make us right with Himself. If we have been walking with the Lord for years and have begun to take these 
blessings for granted, this passage calls us back to a place of fresh wonder and gratitude. 
 
Title: The Ten Blessings of Justification: What It Means to Be Made Right with God 
 
Sermon Summary: 
Drawing from Romans 5:1-11, this sermon explores what the pastor calls "the ten blessings of justification," 
unpacking the profound and present-tense benefits available to every believer who has been made right with 
God through faith in Jesus Christ. The pastor emphasizes that justification is not earned but received by faith 
alone, and that its benefits are not merely future promises but current realities to be lived in and celebrated. 
A central detour through verses 6-8 underscores the radical nature of God's love, demonstrated in Christ 
dying not for good people but for wicked, ungodly sinners. The sermon calls believers to renewed gratitude 
and challenges them to boast not in themselves but in God, in His glory, and even in their trials, knowing 
that God is producing something lasting through every difficulty. 
 
Key Points: 

• Justification means to be made right with God, and it is received by faith alone, not by works or 
personal merit 

• The word "justified" and its related forms appear with extraordinary frequency in Romans 3-5, 
underscoring how central this theme is to the gospel 

• Blessing 1: Believers have peace with God, meaning the enmity and hostility caused by sin has been 
abolished through Christ 

• Blessing 2: Believers have bold access to God's throne of grace, a privilege unavailable to most 
people under the Old Covenant 

• Blessing 3: Believers can boast in the hope of the glory of God, a certain and secure hope rather than 
an uncertain wish 

• Blessing 4: Believers can boast in tribulations because trials produce perseverance, character, and 
hope, and God comforts His people through them 

• Blessing 5: The love of God has been poured out generously, not sparingly, into the hearts of 
believers 

• Blessing 6: The Holy Spirit indwells every believer, a blessing not available to Old Testament saints 
• Blessing 7: Believers have been saved from God's wrath and will also be spared from the future 

wrath of the great tribulation 
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• Blessing 8: Believers have been fully reconciled to God, with every sin removed from their spiritual 
ledger and righteousness credited in its place 

• Blessing 9: Believers shall be saved by Christ's life, pointing toward the future redemption of the 
physical body 

• Blessing 10: Believers get to boast in God Himself because of the reconciliation He has provided 
• God demonstrated His love by dying for sinners while they were still wicked, far exceeding any love 

humans might show one another 
• Believers have been given a ministry of reconciliation, to share with others that their sins can also be 

removed 
 
Scripture Reference: 

• Romans 5:1-11, the primary passage examining the blessings of justification by faith 
• John 3:16 and 3:36, referenced to illustrate the offer of eternal life and the reality of God's wrath on 

those who do not believe 
• Ephesians 2, referenced regarding Christ being our peace and abolishing the enmity between God 

and humanity 
• Hebrews 4, referenced regarding bold access to the throne of grace 
• 1 Peter 1, referenced regarding faith being tested through trials as something more precious than 

gold 
• James 1, referenced regarding counting trials as joy because testing produces patience 
• 2 Corinthians 1, referenced regarding God comforting believers in tribulation so they can comfort 

others 
• Revelation 2, referenced regarding Christ's words to the church of Smyrna enduring severe 

persecution 
• Acts 7, referenced regarding God delivering Joseph out of all his tribulations 
• 1 Corinthians 6, referenced regarding the body being a temple of the Holy Spirit 
• 2 Corinthians 5, referenced regarding the ministry of reconciliation given to believers 
• Revelation 20, referenced regarding the great white throne judgment and the books of works 

 
Stories: 

• The account of the high priest in the Old Testament, who alone could enter God's presence once a 
year with a bowl of blood, used to contrast the bold access to grace now available to all believers 

• The story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace, referenced to illustrate the 
mature posture of preferring to remain in a trial with God's presence than to escape it 

• The account of Joseph being sold into Egypt by his brothers, referenced from Acts 7 to illustrate that 
God delivers His people out of all their tribulations 

• A personal account of a man three years into a severe trial who told the Lord he would rather remain 
in the trial than come out of it prematurely, used to illustrate mature trust and steadfast endurance 

• The parable of two debtors from the Gospels, briefly referenced in the closing prayer to illustrate 
that those who know how much they have been forgiven love God more deeply 

• The checkbook reconciliation illustration, used to explain how every sin in a believer's spiritual 
ledger has been cleared and removed through Christ's atoning work, never to be seen again 
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Discussion Questions: 
 
Day 1: 
The sermon describes justification as being 'made right' with God through faith alone — how does truly 
internalizing this definition change the way you approach your relationship with God on a daily basis? 

 

 

 

The pastor emphasizes that peace with God is a present, ongoing reality for believers rather than something 
we must continually earn — in what areas of your life do you struggle to actually live in that peace, and 
what do you think holds you back? 

 

 

 

Day 2: 
Romans 5:2 describes believers as having bold access to God's throne of grace, a privilege that was 
unavailable to even most Old Testament believers — how often do you take advantage of this access in 
prayer, and does your prayer life reflect the boldness God invites you to have? 

 

 

 

The sermon makes the striking claim that we can boast in tribulations not because of the suffering itself but 
because of what God produces through it — can you point to a specific trial in your life where you can now 
see perseverance, character, or hope being formed in you as a result? 

 

 

 

Day 3: 
The pastor draws a contrast between the human tendency to only sacrifice for someone considered 'good' 
and God's choice to die for the ungodly — how does the reality that God loved you at your worst challenge 
or reshape the way you extend grace and love to difficult people in your life? 
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The sermon describes the love of God as being poured out lavishly rather than given in small drops through 
the Holy Spirit — if someone observed your daily life, would they see evidence of that love overflowing 
outward toward others, and if not, what might be quenching it? 

 

 

 

Day 4: 
The pastor describes the Holy Spirit as literally dwelling inside every believer, calling the body a temple — 
how seriously do you take that reality, and in what practical ways should it affect the choices you make 
about how you live? 

 

 

 

The concept of reconciliation is illustrated through the image of a checkbook where every sin is removed 
and righteousness is credited in its place — how does understanding salvation as a complete accounting 
transaction, rather than a gradual self-improvement project, change your sense of security before God? 

 

 

Day 5: 
The sermon identifies three specific things believers are called to boast in — the hope of God's glory, 
tribulations, and God himself — which of these three do you find most difficult to genuinely boast in, and 
why? 

 

 

 

The pastor warns that long-time believers can begin to take God's grace for granted and lose the wonder 
they felt when first saved — what spiritual habits or practices might help you continually return to that sense 
of awe and gratitude for what justification has actually accomplished for you? 
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PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS 

This Week, Choose at Least One: 

Meditate on the List Pull up the sermon or your notes and spend 10 to 15 minutes with the list of 10 
blessings. Read through each one slowly. For each blessing, write one sentence in your own words 
describing what it means for your daily life right now. 

Pray Through the Blessings Use the list as a prayer guide for one week. Each day, focus on one or two 
blessings and thank God specifically for them. Let the list drive your gratitude rather than letting prayer 
become routine. 

Identify Your Tribulation Write down the hardest trial you are currently facing. Then write down what 
you believe God might be producing in you through it -- perseverance, character, hope, or something else. 
Share it with one trusted person in your group or a close friend. 

Boast About God to Someone The sermon challenged us to go tell others how great God is. This week, 
find one natural opportunity to share with a friend, coworker, or family member something specific that God 
has done for you. It does not have to be a formal gospel presentation -- just an honest, genuine expression of 
gratitude for who He is. 

Examine Your Access The second blessing is bold access to God's throne of grace. Evaluate your prayer 
life honestly. Are you coming boldly, or are you timid and distant? Make one specific change to your prayer 
time this week that reflects the access you actually have. 

 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 

• Romans 3:21-26 -- The foundation of justification explained 
• Hebrews 4:14-16 -- Bold access to the throne of grace 
• James 1:2-4 -- Counting it joy in various trials 
• 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 -- The ministry of reconciliation 
• Ephesians 2:13-18 -- Christ as our peace, breaking down the wall of hostility 


