


Palm Sunday
The King Has Come: The Unexpected King
Pastor Harvey Carpenter
March 29, 2026


Am I recognizing Jesus for who He truly is…or just who I want Him to be? 

“After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 
Luke 19:28-31 NIV

“Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion. Shout, Daughter Jerusalem. See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” Zechariah 9:9 NIV 

“He will proclaim peace to the nations.” 
Zechariah 9:10 NIV

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord.” 
Luke 19:38 NIV

Hosanna = Save us now

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” 
Psalm 118:26

They were praising the right person, but for the wrong reason. It is possible to celebrate Jesus and still misunderstand Him. 

“Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 
Luke 19:39 NIV

“I tell you, if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 
Luke 19:40 NIV

Am I recognizing Jesus for who He truly is, or just who I want Him to be? 

“As He approached Jerusalem and saw the city, He wept over it.”
Luke 19:41 NIV 



“If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace, 
but now it is hidden from your eyes.” 
Luke 19:42 NIV

“…did not recognize the time of God’s coming” 
Luke 19:44 NIV 

We want a Jesus who fixes our problems more than a Jesus who rules our lives. 

They saw the moment, but they missed the meaning. 

Not a consultant. Not a helper. Not an add-on to your life. But a King.

“Repent and be baptized…for the forgiveness of your sins.”
Acts 2:38 NIV

Not just, do you believe in Jesus? But have you surrendered to Him? 
Not, do you agree with Him? But have you repented before Him? 
Not, do you admire Him? But have you obeyed Him? 

Jesus is my King. 


2

