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"He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt." 
Luke 18:9 ESV

"Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector." Luke 18:10 ESV

"The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.'" 
Luke 18:11-12 ESV

"But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!'" 
Luke 18:13 ESV

Plot Twist.  Jesus says,

"I tell you; this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted." 
Luke 18:14 ESV


"Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, only out of having more of it than the next man. We say that people are proud of being rich, or clever, or good-looking, but they are not. They are proud of being richer, or cleverer, or better-looking than others. It's the comparison that makes you proud: the pleasure of being above the rest."  C.S. Lewis


"If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner." 
Luke 7:39 ESV

"Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Romans 5:1 ESV


1. Catch the scoreboard when it turns on. You'll usually know because it starts with the words "at least I'm not." 
2. Pray with empty hands.  Pray one prayer this week where you don't bring a single accomplishment into it. 
3. Reach out to someone. If there's somebody you've been keeping score against, in your head or out loud, reach out to them this week. 
You can keep score, or you can go home justified. You can't do both.
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