
Sermon Listening Guide (October 25, 2026) 

 
Scripture: John 12:37-50 
Sermon Title: “The Secret Believer” 
 
 
First Thoughts 
As Jesus wraps up his earthly ministry, he has strong final words for the public. 
 
 
I am not a Believer 
Despite Jesus’ miracles and teachings, many still did not believe in him in John 
12. 
What does it mean to have one’s “heart hardened?” 
Why do some believe while others do not believe? 
 
 
I am a Secret Believer 
Verse 42 says many believed but would not openly acknowledge their belief. 
These “Secret Believers” had a couple of reasons for not acknowledging their 
belief. 
Are there ever good reasons to be a “Secret Believer?” 
Is a “Secret Believer” a true Christian? 
 
 
I am a True Believer 
In verses 44-50, Jesus gives his resume and a final call to believe. 
True believers follow Jesus and understand his work on the cross. 
True believers surrender to the Word of God. 
“Cheap Grace” is preaching forgiveness without repentance. 
Is it possible to have a true belief that costs us nothing in 2026? 
 
 
Conclusion 
Is there any belief you hold dear that you would lose your life over? 
How would you personally describe your belief in God? 


