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FUMC Adult Curriculum 

Christmas study #1 

the Annunciation of Mary 

Jerry Malcolm 

This outline series is one that has been developed over the last 3 years and 
has been presented to a Bible Study community in our church.   The goal is 
to engage the story of the birth of our Lord, to facilitate discussion and to 
let the Holy Spirit bring fresh anointing on this ancient story.  It is also a 
tremendously fun topic to dwell in for the 8 weeks leading up to Christmas. 

This outline will flow through numerous scriptures and provide you with a 
path to teach and discuss the topic, in this case the Annunciation of Mary in 
depth.  At the end of this first outline are quite a bit of support material 
presented as appendixes.  That is to give you more scriptural context to use 
as you see fit and as the teaching presents the opportunity. 

Be blessed as you present this material.  I know I was blessed wonderfully in 
developing it and teaching it.         

A note about formatting.  I generally use red text or bold, italics or 
underlining to emphasize statements that define the teaching.  I use purple 
to designate the text is not mine. It could be a scripture, something from a 
study bible or a quote of a theologian.   

JM 

The goals of this series are simple. By looking in depth at the birth of Christ 
that are the biblical background for Christmas, the hope is that this will give 
greater depth to our Christmas experience and enrich our celebration of our 
Savior’s birth. 

Christmas as we know it is at least a 50-50 mix of the celebration of the 
birth of Christ and a huge national cultural festival.   This doesn’t mean we 
do not enjoy our own culture.  The one thing that Christmas is is fun.  We 
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are so often so focused on drilling into scripture that we deserve to stop a 
bit and just have fun.    

Christmas is two festivals side by side. One is our own heartfelt celebration 
of the birth of our Savior. The other is the festive cultural event of the 
secular community.  It is not uncommon for Christians to complain about 
the commercialization of Christmas and to remind ourselves of the true 
meaning of the Holiday.  

Christmas Fun Facts. 

 There is a lot of fun trivia about Christmas that I will be spreading out over 
the next few weeks. Here is some fun history of the holiday. 

In the early years of Christianity, Easter was the main holiday; the birth of 
Jesus was not celebrated. In the fourth century, church officials decided to 
institute the birth of Jesus as a holiday. Unfortunately, the Bible does not 
mention date for his birth (a fact Puritans later pointed out in order to deny 
the legitimacy of the celebration). Although some evidence suggests that his 
birth may have occurred in the spring (why would shepherds be herding in the 
middle of winter?), Pope Julius I chose December 25. It is commonly believed 
that the church chose this date in an effort to adopt and absorb the traditions 
of the pagan Saturnalia festival. First called the Feast of the Nativity, the 
custom spread to Egypt by 432 and to England by the end of the sixth century. 
By the end of the eighth century, the celebration of Christmas had spread all 
the way to Scandinavia. Today, in the Greek and Russian orthodox churches, 
Christmas is celebrated 13 days after the 25th, which is also referred to as the 
Epiphany or Three Kings Day. This is the day it is believed that the three wise 
men finally found Jesus in the manger. 

Thinking about Christmas 

One aspect of Christmas seldom discussed is that Jesus never commanded 
us to celebrate  his birth.  It is not on par with communion or baptism. But it 
is the coming of our savior, so it is significant.  It is the realization of the 
messiah. 

Two key passages that we know well tell the beginning of the story.  They 
are Luke 2:1-20 and Matthew 1:18-24.  These are the genealogies. We will 

https://www.history.com/topics/history-of-christianity
https://www.history.com/topics/christmas
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look at them in greater depth later in this study.  The important thing for 
now is that both Matthew and Luke felt it was crucial the reader was able to 
trace Jesus’s lineage on both sides back to David. 

Did you ever wonder why the genealogies are so important to the coming of 
the Messiah?  It is because this was essential to firmly define Jesus as the 
Messiah.  Without messianic “credentials”, he does not fulfill the prophecies 
about the Messiah and as such would not be accepted.   

Now coming forward to this group sitting here 21st century USA celebrating 
Christmas, just how important to us is it that Jesus fulfilled Jewish Messianic 
prophecies?   After all, all of this is very very Jewish, and we are very very 
not Jewish. Does it matter?  If Jesus did not have these credentials, would 
WE accept him as the Savior?  (Discussion Question) 

The Annunciation of Mary 

There is a lot of theology that is the grounding of the coming of the Messiah 
and we will look at it.  But it is also a gathering of amazing stories of how the 
humans in this extraordinary situation react when God goes on the move.  I 
want to focus a lot on those stories because those stories make Christmas 
Christmas.  So it is appropriate as we kick this all off that we look at the 
Annunciation of Mary 

When we think of the Christmas story, we start when Mary is told that she 
would give birth to the messiah.  Read Matthew 1:18-25.  Now look at the 
corresponding report in Luke 1:26-35.  Let’s start with the Luke passage. 

Let’s put ourselves into the story for a moment.   I want us to empathize 
with Mary and Joseph for a moment.  Not in the sense of a baby being born 
out of wedlock which is there but not the big deal. The big deal is the Jewish 
understanding of Messiah, and this baby  IS IT! 

Also lurking behind this all is this is NOT how the final savior of the world 
was expected.  They expected a massive display of power and a coup on an 
eternal scale.  What they got was a helpless newborn to a fairly obscure 
Jewish couple.  The humility of it all is a big part of the story. 
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I am fascinated by two things.  First is the utter humbleness of this couple 
and yet they are chosen to bring the most important figure in the history of 
God’s kingdom.  Second is how they reacted. 

There are a couple of things to keep in mind going into these events.  First 

was that most accounts put Mary at about 14 when this happened.  This is a 

very large thing for a girl of 14 to take on.  Second is that Joseph and in fact 

Mary in no way saw this coming.  They were just a young couple working 

out the logistics of beginning their married life  

Let’s look at these two accounts of almost the same event.   
First Luke 1:26-38 

• Notice in Luke the angel is identified as Gabriel.  We will be looking much 
more closely at angels and the angels of Christmas as part of this study.    

• Verse 28 – We do not get explanation on why Mary was highly favored of 
the Lord.  I would imagine this humble young Jewish girl would at least 
have been feeling, “Me?” 

• Verses 30-33 is the revelation of who the baby will be.  Mary was well 
aware of the credentials of the coming Messiah.  This had to be 
tremendously intimidating for her. 

• We see that in verse 29 this was not great news for Mary.  I imagine she 
was not thinking about the phenomenon of the Messiah being brought to 
earth through her.  She may have been worried about how this was going 
to totally upset the apple cart in her world.    

• There is a takeaway for us in what we see here. God might and may very 
likely will say things that are greatly troubling, and it is ok.  I mean if it 
was good enough for Mary, its good enough for us.  Also notice the 
Angel, channeling the Holy Spirit perhaps did not get angry or upset that 
she was troubled. 

• In our prayer lives, we have times when we are troubled meaning 
confused frustrated, anxious.  The best thing we can do is just gush it out 
to God.  “Hey God, you are troubling me! Okay?” 

• Verse 34.  Now I am always fascinated when people in scripture argue 
with angels.  We saw Moses do it and it happens here when Mary reacts 



 

5 

to the news. She was greatly troubled by these words.  Frankly it was a 
fair question. 

• The answer and Mary’s response in verse 38.  THAT is why she is highly 
favored with God.   

Now moving to Matthew 1:18-24. 

• Verse 19 is extremely sweet but a bit painful. This was before Joseph new 
the truth about the pregnancy of his young bride.   Can you imagine what 
his mind was going through?  His dreams of a sweet and socially proper 
Jewish family were shattered.  His thoughts of how this pregnancy came 
to be because he knew it was HIM that  brought it about had to be a 
concern 

• Notice in the 2 accounts, the name Jesus is specifically instructed 
separately to Joseph and Mary. Why was this so important? 

• Key phrases Matthew 1:21 – “He will save the people from their sins” 
and Luke 1:32-33 – “He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
most high; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of his father David.  
And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever and of His kingdom 
there will be no end. 

• i.e.  This baby is the messiah. 

Now verse Matthew 1:23 is significant that this fulfilled the prophecy of 

Isaiah 7:14.  Now I am interested in how that is stated “all this took place to 

fulfill”  So the question comes up, when it comes to prophecy, which is the 

cause and which the effect?  Did God do these things “in order” to fulfill as 

though the prophecy is driving the process?  Or is it this is exactly how God 

designed this thing to happen and Isaiah simply looked forward and saw it 

and wrote it down.  The answer to both questions is YES. 

We are going to see prophecies fulfilled throughout this study.  Here are 
those that God fulfilled in these opening passages. 

Perhaps one of the greatest prophecies of the coming of the Messiah which 
I did not get into the document I sent out is Isaiah 9:6-7.  We will look at this 
prophecy in depth as well in a later study in this series. 
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For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be 
on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government 
and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s throne and over 
his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 
accomplish this. 

There is a lot of prophecy woven into the Christmas story.  Our method will 
be to encounter it as we move through the events 

Two prophecies that were fulfilled in this early part of the story of Christmas 
are…. 

He would be born in Bethlehem of Judah - Micah 5:2. (the birthplace of 
David) - But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the 
clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over 
Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times. 

He would be born of a virgin - Isaiah 7:14. - Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and 
will call him Immanuel. 

As we close this first study, it is good to reflect on the importance of 
prophecy to the coming of Jesus. 

*****  
*** 

* 
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Appendix 1 – The Prophecies 

The story of Christmas is the story of the coming of the Messiah.  The 

validation that Jesus was and is the Messiah is done through the fulfillment 

of prophecies.   

The Royal Psalms Look Forward to the Messiah (Psalms 2, 110, 89 and 22) 
An expectancy of God's deliverance through the coming Messiah is 
interwoven through a number of psalms. These psalms in particular find 
their ultimate fulfillment in Christ Jesus our Savior. The Hebrew word for 
the anointed is The Messiah. This is deeply imbedded in the psalms with is 
the prayer book of the Jewish people.  As such the concept of the son of 
God, the anointed, and the Messiah goes very deep into Jewish teaching 
and culture. Psalm 89:25-29 

I will set his hand over the sea, his right hand over the rivers. 26 He 
will call out to me, ‘You are my Father,  my God, the Rock my Savior.’ 
27 And I will appoint him to be my firstborn,  the most exalted of the 
kings of the earth. 28 I will maintain my love to him forever, and my 
covenant with him will never fail. I will establish his line forever, his 
throne as long as the heavens endure. 

 

The prophecies fulfilled by the birth of Christ are important to the Jewish 

understanding of who the Messiah was and is and to see Jesus as the 

fulfilment of those prophecies.  Every aspect of the Christmas from the 

virgin birth to the genealogies going back to David to his birth in Bethlehem 

and more go enforce that importance that Jesus did fulfill the scriptural 

prophecy of the Messiah.   

However we are not Jews, and we are 21st century gentile Christians. So this 

brings up some pretty important questions. 

• How do we fit prophecy into our system of faith?  We have no such daily 

activity of prophecy in our faith.  Our culture knows nothing of Messiahs.  
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How do we assimilate this into a working faith we can live with day in and 

day out?  Can we comfortably fit into our witness? 

• How connected do we actually feel to first century Jewish religious 

theology and culture. 

• Do the prophecies of Christ and their fulfilment have a place in with our 

modern celebration of Christmas? 

Appendix 2 – The Messiah. 

Define Messiah in context. 

In his Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy, J. Barton Payne itemized 127 Messianic predictions 
involving more than 3,000 Bible verses, with a remarkable 574 verses referring directly to a 
personal Messiah!  

The word “Messiah” or “Anointed One” (or in Greek, “Christ”), is taken from Psalm 2:2 and 
Daniel 9:25-26. The term took its meaning from the Jewish practice of anointing their priests 
and kings. But this term was applied in a special sense to the future Ruler who would be sent 
from God to sit on the throne of David forever. He is the One that God distinctly identified 
many years ahead of His arrival on earth, as Acts 3:18 affirms: “But this is how God fulfilled 
what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ [Messiah] would suffer” 
(NIV). 

Likewise, according to 1 Peter 1:11, the Old Testament prophets predicted “the sufferings of 
Christ and the glories that would follow” (NIV). The Messiah’s coming was not a secret left in 
a corner, but the repeated revelation of God to His people in the Old Testament. 

(ref: Walter C. Kaiser Jr.  Decision Magazine 11-22-06 https://billygraham.org/decision-
magazine/november-2006/the-promise-of-the-messiah/ 

 

The prophecies about the Messiah were not a bunch of scattered predictions randomly 
placed throughout the Old Testament, but they form a unified promise-plan of God, where 
each promise is interrelated and connected into a grand series comprising one continuous 
plan of God. Thus, a unity builds as the story of God’s call on Israel, and then on the house of 
David, progresses in each part of the Old Testament. 

However, this eternal plan of God also had multiple fulfillments as it continued to unfold in the 
life and times of Israel. For example, every successive Davidic king was, at once, both a 
fulfillment in that day as well as a promise of what was to come when Christ, the final One in 
the Davidic line, arrived. Each of these successive fulfillments gave confidence that what was 
in the distant future would certainly happen, because God was working in the fabric of history 
as well. And although the promise was made to specific persons, such as Eve, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob and David, it was cosmopolitan in its inclusiveness. What God was doing 

https://billygraham.org/decision-magazine/november-2006/the-promise-of-the-messiah/
https://billygraham.org/decision-magazine/november-2006/the-promise-of-the-messiah/
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through Israel and these individuals was to be a source of blessing to all the families of the 
earth (Genesis 12:3). 

Appendix 3 - Prophecy Scriptures 

 

1. The Messiah would be the seed/offspring of a woman and would crush the head of Satan 
- Genesis 3:15. And I will put enmity between you and the woman,  and between your 
offspring and hers; he will crush] your head, and you will strike his heel. 

2. He would come from the seed/offspring of Abraham and would bless all the nations on 
earth  - Genesis 12:3 - I will bless those who bless you,  and whoever curses you I will 
curse; and all peoples on earth  will be blessed through you. 

3. He would be a “prophet like Moses” to whom God said we must listen - Deuteronomy 
18:15 - The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, 

from your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him. 

4. He would be born in Bethlehem of Judah - Micah 5:2. (the birthplace of David) - But you, 
Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will 
come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient 
times. 

5. He would be born of a virgin - Isaiah 7:14. - Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel. 

6. He would have a throne, a kingdom and a dynasty, or house, starting with King David, 
that will last forever - 2 Samuel 7:16. Your house and your kingdom will endure forever 
before me[a]; your throne will be established forever. 

7. He will be a descendant of David – 

Isaiah 11:1 - A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch 
will bear fruit. 
Jeremiah 23:5 - The days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for 
David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right 
in the land. 
2 Samuel 7:16 - Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me[a]; 
your throne will be established forever. 

8. The slaughter of all male infants by Herod - Jeremiah 31:15 - A voice is heard in 
Ramah, mourning and great weeping, Rachel weeping for her children  and refusing 
to be comforted, because they are no more. 

9. He will be God Incarnate and born to be a king - Isaiah 9:6 - For to us a child is born 
to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
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10. Magi from the east will seek him and bring specific gifts  – Isaiah 60: 6 - Herds of 
camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah. And all from Sheba 
will come,  bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the praise of the Lord. 

11. The star in the east will rest over his birthplace - Numbers 24:17 - I see him, but not 
now. I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of Jacob;  a scepter will rise out 
of Israel. He will crush the foreheads of Moab,  the skulls of all the people of Sheth. 

12. He will escape to Egypt - Hosea 11:1 - When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out 
of Egypt I called my son. 

13. John the Baptist will announce the coming of the Messiah - Isaiah 40:3 - A voice of 
one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the 
desert  a highway for our God.” 
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FUMC Adult Curriculum 

Christmas study #2  

The Miraculous Birth In the Old Testament 

Jerry Malcolm 

Our celebration of Christmas is very time and place limited. We focus on the 
wonderful story of Mary and Joseph and all of the participants in the 
miraculous birth of our Lord.  But along with Jesus being our precious Lord, 
He was born to fulfill a massive amount of prophecy.  He was the fulfillment 
of the promise of the Messiah and that anticipation is woven throughout 
the books of the Old Testament.  For this study we will try to see the 
incarnation through the eyes of the Jewish people by looking back on the 
Old Testament that points forward to the Messiah. 

Miraculous Births in the Old Testament. 

The concept of the miraculous birth of a child has a great deal of precedent as God has 
delivered His people over the centuries.  John the Baptist is one such example as we 
will see later in this study.  The miraculous birth of a child always carried with it the 
promise of deliverance.  Look at these examples. 

Abraham and Sarah give  birth to Isaac is another example.  Genesis 17:19 

Then God said, “Yes but your wife Sarah will bear you a son and you will call him 
Isaac.  I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his 
descendants after him. 

The birth of Samson Judges 13:1-3  

A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah, from the clan of the Danites, had a wife 
who was childless, unable to give birth. 3 The angel of the Lord appeared to her 
and said, “You are barren and childless, but you are going to become pregnant 
and give birth to a son.” 

The birth of Moses  

Many Rabbinic scholars consider the birth of Moses to be miraculous.  A passage from 
a text associated with a rabbinic book called the Talmud says, “Miriam prophesied 
saying “in the future my mother will give birth to a son who will save Israel.”  At the 
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time when Moses was born, the whole house was filed with light.  Her father stood up 
and kissed her on the head and said to her, “My daughter, your prophesy has been 
fulfilled.  

While these sources are extra biblical, there is no question that God had his hand on 
the infant Moses from birth to his role in taking God’s people to the promised land. 

The Prophecy of Isaiah. 

Of the many old testament prophecies of the coming of Christ as the Messiah, the 
most powerful one was perhaps Isaiah 9:2-7.  So I think it is appropriate to focus on 
this scripture and study it in depth.  Here is the text. 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 

land of deep darkness  a light has dawned. 

3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you 

as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 

4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens 

them,    the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 

5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be 

destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will 

reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 

justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord 

Almighty will accomplish this. 

Context of the prophesy 

One characteristic of Old Testament prophecy is it always has an immediate fulfillment, 
but it has that extra layer  of pointing forward to the Messiah. 

From the context of the first verses of Chapter 9,  we see clearly that in all these 
attributes  Isaiah referred to Hezekiah, son of Ahaz, before he ascended to the throne 
of the kingdom.  However the language of this prophecy so powerfully points to the 
coming of the divine Son of God to save all people and usher in the Kingdom of God 
that it supersedes the immediate application for the eternal. 
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With that context, let’s step through the prophecy. 

The Great Light 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 

land of deep darkness  a light has dawned. 

This aspect of light as representing the coming of the Messiah is powerful.   It is not 

insignificant that the very first act of creation in Genesis 1:3 we learn, “And God said 

Let there be light and there was light. God saw the light was good and he separated 

the light from the darkness.  God called the light “day” and the darkness he called 

“night”. 

Jesus himself declared it in John 8:12 “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, 

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will 

have the light of life.” 

The connection of this prophecy that Jesus would come as light of the world cannot be 

divided to our understanding of the birth of the savior.  In John’s poetic teaching on 

the coming of the Christ, he says  in John 1:3-5, “Through him all things were made; 

without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was 

the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. 

Verses 3-5 – Enlarging the Nation and increasing their joy. 

3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you 

as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 

4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens 

them,    the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 

5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be 

destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 

You have multiplied the nation and increased its joy: The ministry of the Messiah would 

bring joy and gladness to Israel. Jesus said His ministry was like having a wedding party 

(Matthew 9:14-15). They will rejoice according to the joy of harvest, the time when the 

hard work has paid off and the bounty comes off. They will rejoice as men rejoice 

when they divide the spoil, with a celebration of victory, as in the locker room of a 

championship team. 
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As in the day of Midian: This refers to Gideon’s great victory over Midian in Judges 7. 

As wonderfully complete, joyous, and victorious as Gideon’s victory over Midian was, 

this is the same kind of victory the Messiah will enjoy and give. 

And the victory is complete. The reference to every warrior’s sandal.… garments rolled 

in blood, will be used for burning and fuel of fire means that the battle is over. This is 

what you did when the battle was finished, and you had won. 

You have broken the yoke of his burden: Each of these promises – the reference to 

great joy, the breaking of the yoke of his burden and the rod of his oppressor, and the 

complete victory over all enemies has spiritual application to Jesus’ work in our lives. 

These things are ours in Jesus. 

Verse 6 – A son is born -  

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 

Here is that direct statement of prophecy that the government of the Kingdom of God 

will be on this newborn baby!  The power of this prophecy cannot be overstated but it 

also links in the prophecy of Isaiah 11:1-5. 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will 

bear fruit. 
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— 

    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 

    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— 
3 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 

     or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 

    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 

He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 

    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
5 Righteousness will be his belt 

    and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 
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This is the most exalted portrayal of the personal Messiah that we have in all of the 

prophets.  Isaiah’s Messiah is actually the supreme man, politically, spiritually and 

ethically alike. 

A child is born 

This glorious prophecy of the birth of Messiah reminds Israel that the victory-bringing 

Messiah would be a man. Theoretically, the Messiah could have been an angel. Or, the 

Messiah could have been God without humanity. But in reality, neither of those 

options would have qualified the Messiah to be our Savior and High Priest as Jesus is. 

The Child had to be born. 

What amazing mystery! There is nothing weaker, more helpless, more dependent than 

a child. Theoretically, the Messiah could have come as a fully-grown man, created as 

an adult even as Adam was created. But for Jesus to fully identify with humanity, and 

to display in His life the servant nature that is in God, He made Himself of no 

reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 

(Philippians 2:7). 

The government will rest on his shoulders. 

This may be one of the most unique aspects of the Messiah that we often do not think 

about at Christmas.   

Ultimately, this will be fulfilled in the Millennium, when Jesus Christ will rule the earth 

as King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Revelation 20:4-6, Psalm 72, Isaiah 2:1-4, Isaiah 11, 

Isaiah 65:17-25, Zechariah 14:6-21). 

It is tempting to see this in light of how we view government in our earthly settings.   

But it is incorrect to see “the government” as pertaining to civil government of our or 

any other country.  This is the government of the Kingdom of God.  That sets off all 

kinds of images because government is a very active thing.  It is an unusual word to 

have in this prophecy   In addition this concept of “rest on his shoulders” is highly 

descriptive.  If we’re going to paraphrase this part of the prophecy, how would that 

sound? 
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And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. 

At this point we start to wonder if Isaiah has drifted into hyperbole because this lofty 

description of the Messiah cannot apply to Hezekiah or any earthly leader. 

Perhaps the greatest affirmation and new trait of the Messiah is that concept of 

‘Mighty God”.  From the mention of the Messiah being born as a baby, we know he is 

fully human but here he is mighty God.  So what is our take away from this verse? “He 

will be called” implies these phrases are part of His name separatable from the person.  

Each one is also a trait of the Messiah that was fulfilled in Christ. 

There is no comma in my text between wonderful and counsellor so we would read it 

as “wonderful counsellor”  He can see this is our relationship with God that Jesus 

through the agency of the Holy Spirit is our counselor.  The question is how does this 

work and how well are we doing at receiving his counsel?  The availability of an eternal 

and flawless councilor goes right on by us if we do not know how to tap into His 

counsellor.  How do we access the council of the Messiah? It is a legitimate question. 

The well known theologian Charles Spurgeon wrote, 

The Great Counselor guides our lives. “Remember, there is nothing that happens 

in your daily life, but what was first of all devised in eternity, and counselled by 

Jesus Christ for your good and in your behalf, that all things might work together 

for your lasting benefit and profit…. Oh, how strange providence seems to you 

and to me! Does it not look like a zig-zag line, this way and that way, backward 

and forward, like the journeyings of the children of Israel in the wilderness? Ah! 

my brethren, but to God it is a straight line. Directly, God always goes to his 

object. And yet to us, he often seems to go round about…. Let us learn to leave 

providence in the hand of the Counsellor.”  

Jesus’ counsel is necessary counsel. Jesus’ counsel is faithful counsel, without 

any self-interest. Jesus’ counsel is hearty counsel. It isn’t detached and 

unemotional. Jesus’ counsel is sweet counsel. “Christian, do you know what 

sweet counsel is? You have gone to your Master in the day of trouble, and in the 

secret of your chamber you have poured out your heart before him. You have 

laid your case before him, with all its difficulties, as Hezekiah did Rabshakeh’s 

letter, and you have felt, that though Christ was not there in flesh and blood, yet 

he was there in spirit, and he counselled you. You felt that his was counsel that 
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came from the very heart. But he was something better than that. There was 

such a sweetness coming with his counsel, such a radiance of love, such a 

fullness of fellowship, that you said, ‘Oh that I were in trouble every day, if I 

might have such sweet counsel as this!’ Christ is the Counsellor whom I desire to 

consult every hour, and I would that I could sit in his secret chamber all day and 

all night long, because to counsel with him is to have sweet counsel, hearty 

counsel, and wise counsel, all at the same time.” (Spurgeon) 

“Why, you may have a friend that talks very sweetly with you, and you will say, 

‘Well, he is a kind, good soul, but I really cannot trust his judgment.’ You have 

another friend, who has a good deal of judgment, and yet you say of him, 

‘Certainly, he is a man of prudence above a great many, but I cannot find out his 

sympathy; I never get at his heart, if he were ever so rough and untutored, I 

would sooner have his heart without his prudence, than his prudence without 

his heart,’ But we go to Christ, and we get wisdom; we get love, we get 

sympathy, we get everything that can possibly be wanted in a Counsellor.” 

(Spurgeon) 

Let’s look at the rest of these attributes of the Messiah because it is good backdrop to 

the Jewish expectation of the Messiah and how Jesus fulfilled that expectation. 

• Mighty God – This child is the omnipotent, omnipresent, Omniscient central deity of 

Judaism and Christianity.  This same God that delivered great woe on the Egyptians 

is also this child. 

• Everlasting father – two ideas.  Everlasting in that he is eternal and e.g. His Kingdom 

is eternal and e.g. WE are eternal and “father’ with all the emotional positive 

aspects we associate with a loving and protective father. 

• Peace – He is not the prince of war.  He is the author or peace. This is peace within 

the kingdom, the church if you will and it is peace for each of us.  Sometimes Peace 

is the thing that is hardest to realize.  Our savior is the Prince of peace, so He has an 

eternal supply of it for us even in our darkest valleys. 
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John Calvin wrote, 

 

“Whenever, in short, it appears to us that everything is in a ruinous condition, let 

us recall to our remembrance that Christ is called Wonderful, because he has 

inconceivable methods of assisting us, and because his power is far beyond what 

we are able to conceive. When we need counsel, let us remember that he is the 

Counselor. When we need strength, let us remember that he is Mighty and 

Strong. When new terrors spring up suddenly every instant, and when many 

deaths threaten us from various quarters, let us rely on that eternity of which he 

is with good reason called the Father, and by the same comfort let us learn to 

soothe all temporal distresses. When we are inwardly tossed by various 

tempests, and when Satan attempts to disturb our consciences, let us remember 

that Christ is The Prince of Peace, and that it is easy for him quickly to allay all 

our uneasy feelings. Thus will these titles confirm us more and more in the faith 

of Christ and fortify us against Satan and against hell itself.” (Calvin) 

Verse 7  returns to the aspects of the “government” of the Messiah. 

 

Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign 

on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 

justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  

We come back to our earlier observations.  The government of the Messiah will have 

no end. Earthly governments have an end.  Countries fall, governments change for the 

good or bad.  We see in this government the continued unbreaking resource of peace, 

justice and righteously.  Clearly these are eternal and spiritual values, not temporal 

ones. 

The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 

This is a statement of agency.   This will not be accomplished by the Messiah Himself.  

It will be accomplished by this thing called “The zeal of the Lord Almighty”  Now that 

phrase will hurt your head.   

What is the zeal of the Almighty?    
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FUMC Adult Curriculum 

Christmas study #3 

The Shepherds – Luke 2:8-20 

Jerry Malcolm 

In addition to the cross, the many appearances of angels in the Christmas 
story is pretty overwhelming.  Our focus this week is on the and their 
phenomenal vision of the heavens full of angels announcing the coming of 
the King. 

Christmas Fun Facts 

When Christmas was Cancelled 

In the early 17th century, a wave of religious reform changed the way Christmas 
was celebrated in Europe. When Oliver Cromwell and his Puritan forces took over 
England in 1645, they vowed to rid England of decadence and, as part of their 
effort, cancelled Christmas. By popular demand, Charles II was restored to the 
throne and, with him, came the return of the popular holiday. 

The pilgrims, English separatists that came to America in 1620, were even more 
orthodox in their Puritan beliefs than Cromwell. As a result, Christmas was not a 
holiday in early America. From 1659 to 1681, the celebration of Christmas was 
actually outlawed in Boston. Anyone exhibiting the Christmas spirit was fined five 
shillings. By contrast, in the Jamestown settlement, Captain John Smith reported 
that Christmas was enjoyed by all and passed without incident. 

After the American Revolution, English customs fell out of favor, including 
Christmas. In fact, Christmas wasn’t declared a federal holiday until June 26, 
1870. 

As I have refreshed my awareness of the story of the coming of the Christ 
child, one thing stands out.  We have what can only be described as 
hyperactivity of actual encounters with heavenly beings known as angels.  
For this lesson on Christmas, I want us to focus on angelic appearances that 
are frequent in the story.  Review the material in the appendices on angelic 
activity in the Old and New Testament.  This is a good place for the Bible 
study leader to share person feelings, questions and even experiences with 



 

20 

angels.  It is highly appropriate for the class to simply reflect and “wallow” 
in the wonder of these messengers of God. 

Let’s look at a very human moment in the Christmas story   

Luke 2:8-20  - the shepherds  

“Luke is careful to describe the shepherds as “living in the fields” (verse 8). These 
shepherds are not necessarily the landowners who own the flock and the fields -- 
those persons are asleep in the comfort of their homes. The shepherds in the text 
are more likely the night-shift slaves or low-paid wage earners who protect the 
flock at night.” (O Wesley Allen- Perkins School of Theology – Dallas) 

Sometimes the logistics of what we are reading draw our attention.  Of 
course we have no names of these shepherds and they never again as far as 
we know appear in scripture.  Note it only says in the same country.  We do 
not know how close these shepherds were to Bethlehem and if they could 
make the walk in a night or several days.  Side note - they walked away from 
their sheep.  This was their whole job to watch and protect those sheep and 
they just walked away to go seek the Christ child.  And they didn’t even 
think twice about that choice. 

This is a verse that is used to suggest that Jesus may not have been born on 
December 25th.  The thinking is why would they be in the fields in the 
middle of the night in the wintertime. Shepherds commonly had places they 
can shelter the sheep and themselves from the elements.   However, other 
commentaries remark that it is not uncommon for the weather to be mild in 
the middle east in December.   

Verse 9 – the Glory of the Lord appeared to them. 

“This visit is similar as once again people find themselves afraid in the presence 
of one sent from God, but it is also different. The messenger appears with the 
Lord’s glory that shines around the shepherds. And their response is terror. The 
“glory of the Lord” is an Old Testament phrase referring to God’s presence and 
strength. It is often associated with light and shining.  

 
One of the first places we come across God’s glory is in the deliverance of God’s 
people from Egypt. In Exodus 14:17-18 God declares that he will get glory when 
Pharaoh and his armies are destroyed and that in this way Pharaoh will know 
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who is truly God. God’s glory is first revealed in the destruction of Israel’s 
enemies as a form of God’s might. Then, God’s glory is revealed in the pillar of 
fire and the cloud as the presence of God that travels with his people and 
provides bread for them along the wilderness way (16:10). When the people of 
God came to Mt. Sinai, the glory of God was present on that mountain as a 
“consuming fire” (24:17).” (Ruth Ann Reese – Asbury Theological seminary.) 

 

Note the term the news will be to all people.  But all people did not get this 
light show.  Just this rag tag bunch of very tired shepherds.  Let not let go of 
some of the deeper implications of “to all people”.  Here in the 
announcement of the Messiah is the direct message he is not coming for 
only the Jews.  The Jews saw the Messiah as the coming of the great king 
FOR THE JEWS.  The angels here gave them the news, all people are God’s 
people.   This will go on to be a concept even the Jewish believers have 
problems with. 

Verse 11, the angel reveals that this is the Messiah.  We talked about that 
term and that to a Jewish person, this was IT.   Christ the Lord…. 

The Messiah spoken of by the prophets; the anointed of the Lord, with the 
Holy Ghost without measure, to be a prophet, priest, and king in his church; 
and who is the true Jehovah, the Lord our righteousness, the Lord of all 
creatures, the Lord of angels, good and bad, the Lord of all men, as Creator, 
the Prince of the kings of the earth, the Lord of lords, and King of kings; and 
who is particularly the Lord of saints by his Father's gift, his own purchase, the 
espousal of them to himself, and by the power of his grace upon them: and 
the birth of such a person must needs be joyful, and is to be accounted good 
news, and glad tidings.” 
biblestudytools.com/commentaries/gills-exposition-of-the-bible/luke-2-11.htmlws, and 
glad tidings. 

Verse 12 – this will be a sign.  PROOF!  God verified himself.  This was just in 
case after if the shepherds said, well maybe we all just hallucinated that.  
God always verifies himself. 

Why is this important?  Why did Luke feel he had to tell us about these 
simple shepherds seeing this explosion?  

• Why such a huge show for simple shepherds? 
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• The significance is that a revelation suitable for a king was given to the 
lowliest shepherds possible and the Messiah came to the earth 
impossibly poor. 

• The announcement of the arrival of the Messiah would not come from 
the temples or highest priests.  It would come by word of mouth from 
those lowest in society. From the get-go God is spurning the religious 
elite to reach into the hearts of his people without their interference. 

• As such the coming of the Messiah was essentially a guerilla tactic.  
Instead of bursting upon the scene and overwhelming everyone, the 
Messiah slipped into society and established the Kingdom of God as a 
quiet revolution. 

• Why?  The messiah was not seeking glory or victory or influence.  He was 
seeking disciples. 

This lesson just lets us sit back and enjoy this story.  But the backdrop of 
angels is a big theme and it will come up again.  So below I include in 
appendices a catelog of angelic experiences in scripture for your reference. 

***** 

*** 

* 

 

Appendix 1 Angels in the Old Testament 

 
1. Genesis 16:7–14. The angel of the Lord appears to Hagar. The angel 

speaks as God in the first person, and in verse 13 Hagar identifies "the 
LORD that spoke unto her" as "Thou God sees me". 

2. Genesis 22:11–15. The angel of the Lord appears to Abraham and refers 
to God in the first person. 

3. Exodus 3:2–4. The angel of the Lord appears to Moses in a flame in verse 
2, and God speaks to Moses from the flame in verse 4. 

4. Numbers 22:22–38. The angel of the Lord meets the prophet Balaam on 
the road. In verse 38, Balaam identifies the angel who spoke to him as 
delivering the word of God. 
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5. Judges 2:1–3. An angel of the Lord appears to Israel. 
6. Judges 6:11–23. An angel of the Lord appears to Gideon, and in verse 22 

Gideon fears for his life because he has seen an angel of the Lord face to 
face. 

7. Judges 13:3–22. The angel of the Lord appears to Manoah and his wife 
and, in verse 16, tells them to offer to the LORD if they are to make an 
offering ("And the angel of the LORD said unto Manoah [...] if thou wilt 
offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the LORD. For Manoah 
knew not that he was an angel of the LORD."). Later Manoah thought he 
and his wife will die for they "have seen God" 

8. Zechariah 1:12. The angel of the Lord pleads with the Lord to have mercy 
on Jerusalem and the cities of Judah. 

9. Zechariah 3:4. The angel of the Lord takes away the sin of the high priest 
Joshua. 

10. Genesis 31:11. The angel of God calls out to God Jacob in a dream and 
tells him "I am the God of Bethel". 

11. Genesis 31:22-32 – Jacob wrestles with God – verse 28 “then the man 
said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel because you have 
struggled with God and with men and have overcome.”” 

12. Exodus 14:19. The angel of God leads the camp of Israel, and also 
follows behind them, with the pillar of fire. 

Appendix 2 - Angels in the Christmas Story 

1. Matthew 1:20 – to Joseph 
a. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

2. Matthew 2:12 – the Magi are warned in a dream no to return to Herod. 
a. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to 

their country by another route. 

3. Matthew 2:13 – Another dream for joseph to take his family to Egypt 
a. When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. 

“Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay 
there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 

4. Matthew 2:19-20 – dream #3 to Joseph to return  
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a. 19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt 20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land 
of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 

5. Luke 1:26-28 – angel appeared to Mary 
a. 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The 
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord 
is with you.” 

 

6. Luke 2:8-15 – the angels appear to the shepherds. 
a. And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said 
to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for 
all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 
he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”13 Suddenly a great company of the 
heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 
rests.”15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

7. Luke 1:8-20 – Gabriel appears to Zechariah.  Our text for our next study. 

Appendix 3 - Angelology 

What do we know about angels?  There is entire branch of systematic 
theology called angelology.  It is a significant aspect of the Word of God 
because the presence and work of angels represents the very ambitious 
activity of God in a fallen world.  We will just touch on the highlights of 
angelology here.  Angels are created beings, but they do not die. 

1. They are powerful and have many supernatural traits, but they do not 
have free will.  The one angel, Satan who demonstrated free will ended in 
disaster. 

2. Their primary mission is to deliver God’s message to a member of the 
kingdom . 
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3. When they speak, their words are not their own, what they say can be 
seen as the words of God himself. 

It all brings up questions about to what extent angels are active in God’s 
influence on our own lives.  They still exist and they are God’s agents, and 
we are God’s people.  How do we think God may be using them in our lives?  
Think of your own walk with Christ.  

• Have you ever seen or suspected an angel was being used by God for 
protection for you or your family?   

• Is it appropriate to pray to God for the protection of an angel?  

• Some people think that each of us or at least small children have angels 
assigned to them?  How to does that line up with experience? 
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FUMC Adult Curriculum 

Christmas study #4 

Prophecy and the Virgin Birth 

Jerry Malcolm 

There are a lot of miracles in the Christmas story.  The angelic appearances 
are significant as we have seen and will see again.  The star in the East and 
the Magi are miracles we will look at later in the study.  But one we touched 
on in context that deserves center stage is the miracle of the virgin birth 
which is part of the incarnation concept that we talked about last week.  We 
saw a glimmer of it when we saw a humble, and probably frightened 14-
year-old girl say to the angel, “How can this be since I am a virgin?” Luke 
1:34. 

Along with this event and interwoven with it is the explosion of satisfaction 
of ancient Hebrew prophecy all suddenly becoming reality in a short period 
of time in Bethlehem.  I want to take a quick look at 4 prophecies of many 
that project forward to the coming of the Messiah to a virgin.   We studied 
Isaiah 9 in some depth earlier but here are some companion verses. 

Prophecy of the Messiah at Creation and the Fall 

The virgin birth was prophesied as far back as Genesis 3:15. 

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. - KJV 

Here we see the first prophecy of the sending of the Messiah in the first moments after 
the fall. 

It makes me wonder why.  Did God allow the fall to happen in order to facilitate the 
messianic plan of redemption?  Did the fall take God by surprise?  Perhaps the plan was 
to develop a people, the true people of God who could go through the hell of 
temptation and sin and still remain faithful. 

“Her Seed “ is a reference to the child being the “seed” of the parents.  However, the 
woman, as we know does not provide the seed.  The seed here is the Holy Spirit in the 
incarnation process described in Luke:1:35.   
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Note the second half of that prophecy, “it shall bruise they head and thou shalt bruise 
his heal.  In the act of crucifixion , the feet are crossed thus requiring only one nail 
through both.  When the cross with its human burden was lifted up and dropped into 
its hold, the whole body is jarred, with the weight of the body coming down on ONE 
HEEL, bruising it.  Crucifixion is the only method of execution that bruises the heel 

Prophecy of the Messiah in the Covenants 
The Davidic Covenant. 

The Davidic covenant.  2 Samuel 7:11-14b. 16 

“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a 
house for you: 12 When your days are over and you rest with your 
ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh 
and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will 
build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. 16 Your 
house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne 
will be established forever.’” 

Verse 14 is clearly a messianic prophecy.  This directly connects the Christ 
who is Jesus to David and in doing so to this prophecy.  To the devout 
Jewish people this was much more than just bible teaching.  This fulfills their 
very identity. 

Every other prophecy builds out and adds detail to what the final fulfillment 
will look like.  God had a firm vision of what it would look like when Jesus 
came to bring the Messiah to earth and throughout the history of the Jews 
these details came out and became the body of verses that we call the 
prophecies of Christ. 
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Isaiah 7:14 – The Virgin Birth. 

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

Why is the virgin birth important?  It proved that Jesus was or heavenly 
origin. Did It prove he had a sinless nature? It proved he was the perfect and 
perfect sacrifice.  Note that the virgin birth is a sign.  A sign says, “here it 
comes”.   

We looked at Luke 1:26-38 before but this moment when the virgin birth 
that plays out in these verses deserves a second look.   That crucial moment 
when Mary is told and allowed to respond to the news inverses 34-38 is 
phenomenal.  It spins off of the revelation in verse 31 that she will become 
with child. 

As people we use the tools we have.  This is not the regular way children 
come into the world. Mary’s objection or questioning of the revelation is 
based in login.  In fact, the virgin birth is a huge sticking point for the secular 
world to accept.   This action by the God of the patriarchs who rescued 
them from Egypt and demonstrated such might and power is unlike any He 
had done before.   

I once was teaching this passage to a class in our church and someone in the 
class who no doubt was from the medical disciplines asked me, “can you 
explain the medical process of the incarnation when a spiritual God 
impregnated a physical human?”   I will tell you I declined to attempt such 
an explanation. Is it a matter of faith we accept it?  Perhaps but here is the 
documentation that it really happened. 

We never read that Mary had to explain how this pregnancy came about to 
people in the town, relatives or even to Joseph.   The celebration of it did 
come to pass from the one close friend and cousin, Elizabeth in Luke 1:39-
45. 
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I continue to wonder how Mary was able to accept it.  There is one 
explanation.  She took knew the prophecies of the Messiah as all Jewish 
people learn from their youth in Hebrew school.  In verses 29-33, the angel 
was quite clear who this was.  Of course there were thousands of thoughts 
and emotions she no doubt had.  Bu the most important one came out in 
her response in verse 38.  It was obedience and humility.  She knew a 
miracle was happening and to be in obedience, she didn’t have to know why 
or how.   

Perhaps the most pertinent question that can only be answered by 
discussion is “who cares?”  Less crudely spoken, does it really matter to us 
as born again people of God if the virgin birth is part of the story?  This is a 
question that can only really be answered by discussion. So let’s explore it.  
Do you really care about the virgin birth?  As a part of this Christmas study 
why does it matter to this class in this room? 

This is one of the many lessons of these passages for us.  God will use us as 
He wishes and if we hear from Him of some promise or instruction that is 
hard to figure out, our place is not to understand God but to be in 
obedience to.  It is appropriate for me and all of us to add to our own 
prayers each night, ‘May it be to me as you have said.”  This lays aside our 
own will and gives God full reign in our lives. 

*****  
***  

* 
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FUMC Adult Curriculum 

Christmas study #5 

The Angels of Christmas 

Luke 1:5-25 

Jerry Malcolm 

It seems everywhere we turn in the Christmas stories, angels are making an 
appearance.  There may be no more dramatic of an exchange between an 
angel and a person who is part of the story than the story of Zechariah and 
the annunciation of the coming of John the Baptist. 

The annunciation of the birth of John the Baptist 
The Angel and Zechariah and Elizabeth -Luke 1:5-24. 

Read the passage 

Luke 1:5-20  This passage tells of Zechariah’s direct episode with the angel 
Gabriel. First point is that like Mary and Joseph, Zechariah was broadsided 
by the angel.   

This had to be hard on the old guy to be simply doing his priestly duty and 
suddenly to be confronted by an angelic being.  Verse 9 on – the duty of 
burning the incense. 

Only priests from a particular lineage could serve in the temple. Over the years the 
number of priests multiplied, (there were said to be as many as 20,000 priests in 
the time of Jesus) so they used the lot to determine which priests would serve 
when. The lot to serve might fall to a priest only once in his life. To a godly man like 
Zacharias, this was probably the biggest event of his life, a tremendous privilege, a-
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Surely, he wondered what it would be like to enter 
the holy place, and if God had something special to speak to him in this special 
event of his life. The whole event was filled with enormous anticipation. 

 
The connection between the burning of incense and prayer might seem strange to 
some, but it the Bible the burning of incense is a strong picture of prayer (Psalm 
141:2; Revelation 5:8).  (Enduring Word Commentary) 
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One can only deduce that the angel could be seen so it had a physical 
dimension.  Notice the first reaction was fear.  I am not sure what my first 
reaction would be.  What do you suppose was going through his mind? 

Notice that his prayers for a child had been granted. Luke 1:13  Now 

Zechariah was an old man and yet he was continuing to pray for an 

offspring.  This implies faith. God responded to the faith Zechariah showed 

by continuing to pray for a child even in his old age.  3 very important 

principles of the kingdom of God come from this one little event in the 

Christmas story. 

This is a great demonstration of the truth that we should never give up on 
our prayers.  Even if what we pray for seems impossible, God can still 
respond.  Can you think of a time you prayed for something seemingly 
impossible, and it came to be?  Sharing these experiences builds faith in 
each other. 

God’s timing is His alone.  We offer our prayers perhaps with a hidden 
expectation of when they will be answered.  God answers when He is ready 
and not before or after.  This is the nature of God and if we learn that, we 
can have much less anxiety about “why” God isn’t answering our prayers. 

Age doesn’t mean a thing.  God can use a child, a youth, young adult, adults 
and senior citizens.  It is like He doesn’t even pay attention to the age of the 
person.  In the Old Testament God often called people who were well along 
in years to ambitious undertakings that went on for decades.  If God is doing 
the calling, the length of life is not an issue.   

Verse 14 - Zechariah was specifically instructed the baby’s name will be 
John.  He made sure that happened even after he lost his voice in verses 59-
64.  John means “the Lord is gracious.”  Why? 
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Verses 14-17 – Elizabeth and Zechariah just wanted a healthy baby with 10 
fingers and toes like all of us.  Think about the goosebumps that went down 
their spines when they heard the calling their infant would have. 

• “He will be filled with the Holy Spirit”  again we are still basically in the 
Old Testament mindset here.  I wonder if Zechariah could even 
understand what this meant to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

• The spirit and power of Elijah is mentioned in verse 17 – the power of a 
prophet.  In Old Testament times prophets were powerful oracles of God 
capable of calling down fire from heaven and turning a nation back to 
God.  This is the power that this infant John will have. 

• I Kings 18:16-39 – The mocking of the priests of Baal is a great example of 
the spirit and power of Elijah.  (Matthew 11:14 Jesus said “If you are 
willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come) 

 

In verse 18 Zechariah asks the angel, “How can I be sure of this?” This is  
astounding to me.  First of all  5 minutes earlier Zechariah was terrified.  
Then he hears this powerful message from an angel no less.  And only 
moments later he gets huffy about it.  How can you be sure? Dude – AN 
ANGEL JUST TOLD YOU!  I mean really. 

Did Zechariah sin when he questioned God?  No he just needed to be 
corrected.  So too we do not sin when we ask questions even those that 
might cross that line of error.  The Holy Spirit is very efficient at correcting 
us. 

In verse 19 Gabriel identifies himself and speaks with authority.  When an 

angel speaks it is the voice of God.  In many of the Old Testament angel 

visitations when the human speaks, he is speaking directly with God.  This is 

God telling Zechariah what is going to happen. 

Once again, God speaking through the angel was not asking.  He was telling. 
We have seen this time and time again in moments in scripture where a 
calling is given from God.  God does not ask, He tells.  He never approaches 
it like, “say here is something I want you to do.  You cool with that? if not, 
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no big deal.”  It is ALWAYS a big deal.  One does not say no to the calling of 
God.  That is a sobering scriptural reality on how we will approach that 
moment calls us.  And we will have that moment. 

The muting was much a way of confirming that this was all God as much as 
a punishment.   It like “So you need to know if I speak for God?  Ok, you are 
mute” and boom he was.  Zechariah never doubted again. He gets his voice 
back in verses 57-66 

Closer – the way angels interact with people in the advent story are a clear 
image of how God interacts with people here and now.  They are powerful, 
awe inspiriting, a little scary, gentle and encouraging but they come with a 
calling, and it is not a request. 
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FUMC Adult Curriculum 

Christmas study #6 

The Incarnation –John 1:1-5, 10-14 

Jerry Malcolm 

There is a passage that deserves a focused study and that is John 1:1-14.   
Before we deep dive into it, the only preface is that this is very poetic and  
cryptic material. We look to the Holy Spirit to guide us.  To start with then, 
read John 1:1-5. 

This is John’s presentation of the Christmas story except he doesn’t start 
with Mary and Joseph or even David or Abraham.  John starts at the dawn 
of time and shows that Jesus was an active agent in creation.  This is the 
core of what Christmas is all about.  We often read especially in Paul’s 
writings of “the mystery of the gospel.”  The incarnation is that mystery.  
We often stop thinking about the divinity of Christ because it is hard to 
grasp and not pertinent to our daily faith walk.  But at Christmas, we think 
about it. 

The incarnation also helps with the question we ask of prophecy. How do 
we connect Jesus to the Old Testament statements about the Messiah?  
John goes further back even than the Psalms or Isaiah to establish that Jesus 
is and was the pre-existent second member of the trinity. 

John 1:1 - “In the beginning was the word”…. 

This ties directly to Genesis 1:1.  

“In the beginning God created the heavens and earth.” 

Before we go any further a big question is just lying there.  The beginning of 
what? Was this the beginning of God?  Clearly not as God has no beginning 
and no end.  That concept alone could cause serious brain stress if we try to 
wrap our heads around it. That wrap will not work.  In fact Genesis 1:2 
implies that there had been activity before the creation of the earth.  It 
implies the creation of the earth and people and all of it is the 
CONTINUATION of something. 
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It is the beginning of THIS.  It was the beginning of the unfolding of the 
Kingdom of God which included the fall, millennia of searching and finding 
and falling again.  It included the creation of humans through to the coming 
of Christ at Christmas, the cross, His resurrection and the unfolding of the 
Church.  It was the beginning of something that is not finished even now. 
Discuss. 

The word was God and the word was with God.  What a perfectly baffling 
duality that takes the trinity and throws it in our faces. 

Now clearly this phrase “the word” refers to Christ, the second person of 
the Godhead, Jesus.   The root word is LOGOS which has a mystery because 
it refers to the breath of God that brought all things into creation when he 
“spoke” creation. But it is also a direct connection to Jesus who is “the word 
of God.”   

As such this passage places the existence of the very living person who 
became a baby on Christmas night to the preexistent God who was there as 
God created all things but is in fact God himself.  That little baby Jesus in the 
manger IS God himself.  That is a big and very important reflection for the 
Christmas season. 

Maybe the aspect of the trinity that is hardest to get is that the father and 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit are 3 distinct persons and yet one being.  He was 
God and with God.  We don’t talk of ourselves like “I am Jerry and am with 
Jerry.  The persons speak to each other.  Jesus prays to the father and sends 
the Holy Spirit.  But we cannot just settle on having 3 Gods because that 
isn’t supported scripturally either. 
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Verse 3 – “Though him all things were made and without him nothing was 
made that has been made.   

What is this verse trying to tell us?  Jesus here appears to be more than just 
present at creation, he was the agent of it and of the sustaining of it to this 
day.  Creation was “ex nihilo”.  God did not make creation from something 
else. Ex nihilo means - It was something from nothing.   

He is the very substance of creation Colossians 1:16-17 

For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all 
things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 

Verses 4-5 – In Him was life and that life was the light of men.  The light 
shines in the darkness but the darkness has not understood it. 

This adds to the prophecy of the messiah in Isaiah 9:2  “The people walking 
in darkness have seen a great light on those living in the land of the 
shadow of death.”   Of course that phrase is a direct reference to Psalm 
23:4 – “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil.”  Living mortal lives right now is a valley of the shadow of 
death.  Jesus is the light that shows at the other end of the valley there is 
paradise and while in the valley, there is peace. 

Verses 10-11 - He was in the world, and though the world was made 
through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which 
was his own, but his own did not receive him. 

Again a statement that this incarnate God in a human body made this world 
and then occupied it. Can we even imagine what that must have been like 
for Jesus to suddenly know limitation? More than that he suddenly knew 
sin, and sickness and fatigue and human emotions. 
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Look at verses 12-13 - Yet to all who did receive him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband’s will, but born of God. 

Clearly this is talking about us.  We are the non-Jewish citizens of the 
kingdom of God and this verse gives us citizenship papers.  Note that that 
statement “not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s 
will but born of God clearly retires this concept that the people of God are 
just jewish people.  That natural movement away from the one nation and 
race as God’s people to ALL people being born of God is a huge shift at this 
time and even here in the first verses of John, God is laying the groundwork 
for that new reality. 

‘Received him” meaning recognized his office as the Christ. 

The right to be children of God, not the option, not the possibility to be a 
child of God. It is a right!  To be children born of God, not of linage.  Born of 
God, just as Christ was born of God, any of us must enter the kingdom in no 
less a miraculous salvation. 

So this act of believing in His name confers rights. A right is an entitlement.  
However it is possible to have a right and not enter into it or exercise that 
right.  To take it step further, who gives us these rights, and can they be 
taken away?  On even more difficult step is if we have rights to “become” a 
child of God, we then by logic have a right to ”be” a child of God. What does 
that right bring with it and how can we or should we use this inheritance? 

Verse 14 then puts us right where we need to be that the Word who was 
God and with God became flesh.  This then is the beginning in our study of 
the incarnation. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Jesus speaks in a way as though he was there in ancient references to them 
as an observer and participant John 8:52-58,  
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Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you 
claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know him, I 
know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey 
his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he 
saw it and was glad.”57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and 
you have seen Abraham!”58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before 
Abraham was born, I am!” 

John 3:12-13 

I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you 
believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except 
the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man 

Dwelt among us is as much a radical idea of the Word becoming flesh. 

Many whimsical movies play with the idea of God becoming part of our 
daily routine life. The concept of God to that point was of one who was high 
above us.  He is lofty and so much greater than us and we lowly as ants to 
Him.  Jesus coming and becoming lowly broke down that division. Not only 
did it show that God COULD become one of us but that HE WANTS TO. 

The incarnation 

This is the perfect place to consider the words of Luke 2:1-7 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be taxed. 3 And all went to be taxed, every 
one into his own city. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; 
(because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 5 To be taxed with Mary his 
espoused wife, being great with child. 

6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that 
she should be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room 
for them in the inn. 
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Along with the Father and Spirit, the Son fully and equally shares the divine 
nature. As the image and exact correspondence of the Father, He is fully 
God.  (Colossians 1:15). 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 

The Son is fully God. All of God’s perfections and attributes are his since 
Christ is God the Son. As the Son, he participates in the divine rule, receives 
divine worship, and does all divine works as the Son. Ephesians 1:22. 

And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church. 

The incarnation is an act of addition, not subtraction. In the incarnation, the 
eternal Son who has always possessed the divine nature has not changed or 
set aside his deity. Instead, he has added to himself a second nature, 
namely a human nature consisting of a human body and soul. As a result, 
the individual Jesus is one person—the Son—who now subsists in two 
natures, and thus is fully God and fully man. Philippians  2:6–8. 

Who, being in very nature God,  did not consider equality with God something to 
be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing  by taking the 
very nature of a servant,  being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in 
appearance as a man,  he humbled himself  by becoming obedient to death— 
even death on a cross! 

He made himself vulnerable  

He became vulnerable to temptation.   He made it possible for him to fall to 
it.  But he did not. 

He became vulnerable to death and more over the shadow of death that we 
all live under constantly.  He knew what that felt like to always have that 
sentence out ahead of and occasionally rising up and snatching someone we 
love off from life into death.  Note that when Lazarus died, Jesus wept. 

Jesus knew what death was and he hated it.  We know that emotion. We 
know too too well what death is. And we hate it with every fiber of our 
being. 
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Closer - The incarnation gives us the ability to “see God”. John 1:18 

He is no longer a faraway God who has not experienced the things we have 
gone through. 

Hebrews 4:14-16 

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into 
heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as 
we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace 
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in 
our time of need. 
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FUMC Adult Curriculum 

Christmas study #7 

The People of Christmas 

The Magi and the Flight to Egypt 

Matthew 2:1-12 

Jerry Malcolm 

After two weeks in the prophecies, the covenants and John 1, we return to 
the story itself for our next  study that I have entitled the People of 
Christmas.  For that we will look at Matthew 2:1-12, the visit of the Magi 
and the flight to Egypt. 
 

The Magi 

Matthew 2:1-12 

The Magi are a significant part of the Christmas story and yet they were not 
Jews at all.  The Magi are a fascinating favorite part of the Christmas story 
because they are so totally other.   

Now these 12 verses bring up a whole lot of questions. 

• We really don’t know who these Magi were, where in the east they came 
from or how far they had come.  This journey could have taken a month 
or a year.  We do not truthfully know how many of there were, how long 
the journey took, how far they came or their names. 

• What was the method of revelation that God used to give them this 
calling?  Clearly it has to be important to them to take on such a long and 
expensive journey.  So there are 2 big mysteries here.  One are the Magi 
themselves and how and why God had them fit not the story of the 
coming of the Messiah.  The other is this mysterious star in the east. So 
many questions so we better get started asking them. 
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• If God called them from the context of their astrological “scriptures” that 
means that God can talk through other religious texts or heretical 
teaching to lead people to Christ.  Now that one part of this story is 
enough to give us plenty of thought as we interact with people of other 
faiths or who have no defined faith but perhaps a hodge podge of 
superstitions that represent their faith. 

• But probably the most challenging question is, as always, why?  God 
provided several messianic prophecies about this, so this was planned by 
God for centuries if not from the beginning of time.  We understand the 
virgin birth, the other pieces of the Christmas story  but why did God 
make this part of the story so important to the revelation of the 
Messiah?   

Here are some of the Messianic prophecies fulfilled in Matthew 2 

• The star in the east will rest over his birthplace - Numbers 24:17 - I see 
him, but not now. I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of 
Jacob;  a scepter will rise out of Israel. 

• Magi from the east will seek him and bring specific gifts  – Isaiah 60: 6 

Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah. 

And all from Sheba will come,  bearing gold and incense and proclaiming 

the praise of the Lord. 

• Verse 6 that he will be born in Bethlehem – Micah 5:2 

• The slaughter of the infants verse 16. Jeremiah 31:15 

Here is some additional insights on the Magi from my study bible. 

The Magi research 

Wise men (magoi) from the east came to Jerusalem” (v. 1c). These magoi come 
to Jerusalem, because the capital city is the logical place to look for a king. We 
know little about these magoi from the East. 

• They were probably members of a priestly caste in ancient Persia, possibly 
followers of Zoroaster. 
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• We call them kings, but Matthew calls them magoi, which we transliterate 
“Magi.” The word “kings” might come from Psalm 72:10, which speaks of the 
kings of Tarshish rendering tribute and the kings of Sheba and Seba bringing 
gifts. See also Isaiah 60:6, which tells of the people of Sheba bringing gold and 
frankincense. That is reminiscent of the visit of the Queen of Sheba to Solomon 
(who, like Jesus, was a son of David) and her gifts of gold, spices, and precious 
stones (1 Kings 10:1-10), but the Isaiah verse is future-oriented and points 
forward to the gifts which these magoi bring to Jesus. 

• We think of these magoi as astrologers because they are observing stars (v. 2), 
and astrology was considered a learned occupation. However, from the 
perspective of the Jewish people, magoi look to the stars for answers that 
legitimately come only from God. 

They are from the East, a sign that the Messiah is for all peoples, not just the 
Jews. They bring gifts, gold for a king, frankincense for a priest and myrrh for 
anointing the dead. 

Verse 2:1 – The star did not direct them to Bethlehem.   

It got them close then they inquired about the King of the Jews. (v2)  This 
upset Herod because the Jews were not allowed to have a king.  It is 
because of the wise men that Herod became threatened. 

Verse 3-4 – The king knew the lore of the Christ.  

It was the chief priests that ratted out the family to Herod that the Christ 
was to be born in Jerusalem siting the Micah prophecy.  THEN Herod 
directed them to Bethlehem.  So when they showed up in Bethlehem, they 
are commissioned by the king who sought the death of the Messiah on a 
spy mission. 

The story of the Magi is a highly significant part of the Christmas story. 
Besides satisfying prophecy, their involvement made the coming of the 
Messiah more broadly known in Jerusalem and set in motion the flight to 
Egypt.  God chose these foreign visitors who were devotees of a different 
religion to have a central role in the revelation of the Messiah. 

Verse 9-10 It was after Herod sent them to Bethlehem that the star directed 
them to the exact building or cave.  So how can a star stand right over a 
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spot?  This supports the theory that the star was not just a bright object in 
the sky but a miraculous messenger of God.  It could hurt or help our 
understanding of this bright “thing” in the sky if there was a scientific 
explanation.In the 1600s an astronomer named Kepler connected the star 
of Christmas with natural events. Here are the details from the History of 
the Christian Church by Phillip Shaff. 

The Older interpretation of that star is that it was made by either 
a passing meteor or a strictly miraculous phenomenon which lies 
beyond astronomical calculation and was perhaps visible to the 
magi alone.  But Providence usually works through natural 
agencies, and  that God did so in this case is made at least 
probably by a remarkable discovery in astronomy. 
 
The great and devout Kepler observed in the years 1603 and 1604 
a conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn, which was made rare and 
luminous by the addition of mars in the month of March 1604.  In 
August of the same year, he observed near the planets Saturn, 
Jupiter and Mars a new (fixed) star of uncommon brilliancy which 
appeared “in triumphal pomp, like some all-powerful monarch on 
a visit to the metropolis of his realm.”  It was blazing and glittering 
“like the most beautiful and glorious torch ever seen when driven 
by a strong wind.”  And seemed to him to be “an exceedingly 
wonderful work of God.” 
 
His genius perceived that this phenomenon may have pointed to 
the determination of the year of Christ’s birth, and by careful 
calculation he ascertained that a similar conjunction of Jupiter and 
Saturn with the later addition of Mars and probably some 
extraordinary star took place repeatedly . 
 
It is worthy of note that Jewish astrologers ascribe a special 
significance to the conjunction of the planets Jupiter and Saturn in 
the sign of the Pieces and connect it with the advent of the 
Messiah. 
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Some scholars say these Magi were each from a different land, representing 
the entire world bowing before Jesus.  These men from faraway lands 
recognized Jesus as the Messiah when God’s chosen people did not.  There 
are some conclusions we might reach from what we know. 

• The inclusion of these outsiders as central part of the Christmas story is a 
powerful message that the Messiah was not just to the Jews but for all 
people. 

• Prophecy of their part of the story tells us that this was something 
central to the gospel planned from the beginning. 

• They were instrumental in keeping the Christ child safe. Angels talked to 
these non-Jews.  The gifts may have been crucial for financing the escape 
to Egypt so in that way, the coming of the Messiah could not have 
happened without them. 

• the Magi story shows us that God uses Christmas to call people of all 
faiths to him.  It also challenges believers now and of all ages to 
constantly come back to the very spiritual truths that the birth of Christ 
has.  That is what comes out in a study like this as we have seen over the 
last month. 

The coming of the Magi is a significant statement in the revelation of Christ 
that he would be revealed even to those who were not part of the “true 
faith.” 

Note – God used the lore or Astrology to reveal the coming of his son.  God 
can use even the “theology “ of false religions to reveal himself to them.  
God reveals himself to the lost using the language of the lost and God has 
one purpose, salvation  for them too. 

There is a take away from this for us as modern disciples seeking to reach 
others for Christ.  Never discount the preliminary work the Holy Spirit has 
done to plant the seed of hunger,  curiosity or spiritual calling in someone 
who does not know Christ.  As you share the gospel, listen as much as you 
share because the Holy Spirit is fully able to plant the seeds of salvation 
smack dab in the middle of a lost persons “religion” whatever form that 
may take. 
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FUMC Adult Curriculum 

Christmas Study #8 

John the Baptist 

Jerry Malcolm 

 
Officially our Christmas study is over.  However there is one figure in this 
story who has stayed in the background.  But he is a prominent part of the 
coming of the messiah. I felt this  person deserved our attention for one 
short week as we wrap up our Christian Bible study for this year..  That 
person is John the Baptist. 

When the angel visited Elizabeth and Zachariah, the words of the angel 
were strong. Luke 1:13-17 

Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. 14 And thou 
shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. 15 For he shall be 
great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and 
he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. 16 And 
many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. 17 And he shall 
go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord. 

In our study of John 1:1:18 as the Holy Spirit is announcing the eternal 
nature of the Messiah, John is mentioned, John 1:6-9 

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness 
to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He 
himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 

John’s role in the coming of the messiah was prophesied,  

Malachi 3:1 - “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. 
Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger 
of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty. 
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Isaiah 40:3  
A voice of one calling “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 

John took the religious leaders by complete surprise.  In many ways John’s 
explosion into the community forged a path for Christ because his ministry 
exploded virtually out of nowhere.  From the very beginning an issue 
everyone had with John was “who is this guy?” 

Luke 1:17, the announcement of John’s birth to connects John directly with 
Elijah.  

And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 
hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

John denied it John 1:19-24  

19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent 
priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but 
confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.” 21 They asked him, “Then who are you? 
Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet? “He answered, “No.” 
22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?”23 John replied in the words of Isaiah 
the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the 
way for the Lord.’” 

Even Jesus refers to it Matthew 11:11-15 

Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater 
than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven 
has been subjected to violence, and violent people have been raiding it. 13 For all 
the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to 
accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 15 Whoever has ears, let them hear. 

 
Prophecy of Elijah’s return: Malachi 4:5-6 “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you 
before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the 
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parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or else I will 
come and strike the land with total destruction.” 

 

Focused study Matthew 3:1-16 

John was both openly defiant and confrontational of the religious 

establishment. Focus on verses 7-12 and delve into the meaning of John’s 

rebuke. 

Focus on the change John brought of using baptism as a mechanism of 
salvation to a Jewish population used to the law and the sacrifices serving 
that purpose.  (See below) 

 
Note that to these early converts, confession and repentance had nothing 
to do with salvation.  In Jewish law personal responsibility for sin is minimal 
and the means of salvation is the temple sacrifice.  

Baptism and John  

Though today the word baptism generally evokes thoughts of identifying 
with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection, baptism did not begin with 
Christians. For years before Christ, the Jews had used baptism in ritual 
cleansing ceremonies of Gentile proselytes. John the Baptist took baptism 
and applied it to the Jews themselves—it wasn’t just the Gentiles who 
needed cleansing. Many believed John’s message and were baptized by him 
(Matthew 3:5–6). The baptisms John performed had a specific purpose. 

In Matthew 3:11, John the Baptist mentions the purpose of his baptisms: “I 
baptize you with water for repentance.” Paul affirms this in Acts 19:4:  

“John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in 
the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” John’s baptism had to do with 
repentance—it was a symbolic representation of changing one’s mind and going 
a new direction. “Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River” (Matthew 3:6). Being baptized by John demonstrated a recognition of 
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one’s sin, a desire for spiritual cleansing, and a commitment to follow God’s law 
in anticipation of the Messiah’s arrival. 

https://www.gotquestions.org/baptism-of-John.html 

 

Matthew 3:13-16 – the baptism of Christ. 

John made people come out to where he was for ministry and baptism. 
Jesus went to the people.  You have to wonder if John had decided to do so, 
he could have led a great revival and been a competitor to Jesus.  But he 
never did that. 

Why did Jesus seek baptism from John?  John was baptizing into 
repentance, but Jesus did not need repentance.  Clearly though this was a 
crucial step in the announcement of the coming Kingdom of God based on 
the visible confirmation and audible voice of God blessing what just 
happened.  The theories on why Jesus had to be baptized by the one whose 
only purpose was to prepare the way for him. 

• John standing as a representative of Elijah and the order of God’s 
revelation leading up to this is passing authority to Christ.   

• Jesus as confessing sin on behalf of all of Israel or all of mankind and as 
such this is a precursor to the cross. 

• He was showing support for John and endorsing the holy commission 
John was carrying out by preparing Israel for the coming of their Messiah. 

• This was the mechanism for launching Jesus’ public ministry. 

• He was showing obedience not to  John but to the heavenly father. This 
would be the obedience that would take him to the cross. 

• It was a demonstration that John was preparing his disciples to become 
disciples of Jesus. 

So from this passage we get some crucial information about John the 
Baptist. 

• He always knew what he was here to do. 

• He seemed to be humble, but was he? 

https://www.gotquestions.org/baptism-of-John.html


 

50 

• He had a full comprehension not only that Jesus was Messiah but that he 
was incarnate God. 

• Like Jesus, he died in the performance of his ministry. John was in truth 
the first Christian Martyr. 

 

Focused study John 3:22-31 

John himself spoke plainly about his role in the divine plan. 

He directly denies that he is the messiah. Verses 27-28  Why?  Because 
people must have been thinking he was the messiah.  

Verse 30 is pivotal and often quoted as how we should view the role of 
Jesus in our own lives.  “He must increase, and I must decrease.”  Is this 
humility?  No look at verses 31-36 where John directly speaks to the divinity 
of Jesus and refers to himself as “one from the earth.” 

This is pretty phenomenal that John was so pivotal to the annunciation of 
the Messiah, but he never lost sight of who he was.  He had adulation of the 
crowds and fear of the religious leaders, but he bowed to Jesus and 
accepted death because he knew his role. 

 

His doubt and his death  
Matthew 11:1-18 

Verse 2 is a rare moment of doubt from John.  He must have known his fate 

and he was fine with it as long as Jesus was the Messiah.  This points to our 

own walk of faith.  It is not uncommon to doubt if God will come through to 

answer our prayers.  The answer of Jesus to simply reflect on what God has 

done is instructive to us as well.  If we doubt if God can or will act on our 

behalf, we only have to reflect on what God has done on our lives in the 

past.  God is faithful and does not change.  However, there may be some 

sacrifice and suffering along the way. 
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John the Baptist beheaded – Matthew 14:1-12 

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, 2 and he said to 

his attendants, “This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead! That is why 

miraculous powers are at work in him.” 3 Now Herod had arrested John and 

bound him and put him in prison because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 4 

for John had been saying to him: “It is not lawful for you to have her.” 5 Herod 

wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, because they considered 

John a prophet. 6 On Herod’s birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for the 

guests and pleased Herod so much 7 that he promised with an oath to give her 

whatever she asked. 8 Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me here on a 

platter the head of John the Baptist.” 9 The king was distressed, but because of 

his oaths and his dinner guests, he ordered that her request be granted 10 and 

had John beheaded in the prison. 11 His head was brought in on a platter and 

given to the girl, who carried it to her mother. 12 John’s disciples came and took 

his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus. 

This looks forward to the death of Jesus because Herod was afraid of John. 

He was afraid to let him live because of his following and that the people 

considered him to be a prophet and the chances he could incite an uprising.  

He was afraid to let him live for the same reason. 

As we end our season of Bible study about the Christmas story, John is a 

good example for all disciples of servant leadership, humility and absolute 

obedience to the call God had put on his life.   No commentary needs to be 

made because this example shines bring from scripture for all of us to 

follow. 

 

 


