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Do This in Remembrance of me. 
1 Corinthians 11:24 

 
This Lent study of passion week and the death and resurrection of Christ 
leading up to Easter has one goal. The goal is to deepen and make richer 
our experience during this the most important part of the Christian year.  
Jesus commanded us to remember him when he instituted The Lord’s 
Supper.  In this study we obey him in great detail by devoting eight weeks 
to walk through passion week, the cross and the resurrection of our dear 
Lord.  We will not avert our eyes.  We will experience it with Him as much 
as possible. 
 
As such this study is a Bible study to be sure but it also is a means for us 
as followers of Jesus to experience passion week with him.  Our goal is a 
lofty one.  We seek to immerse ourselves in the events of the passion, 
death and resurrection of our Lord for the purpose of a much richer, 
meaningful and spiritual Easter than we have ever had before. 
 
Navigational note.  You will see indented and color-coded text.  The 
purple text are texts from scripture or quotes I pulled from 
commentaries I use when preparing a teaching. The red text are points 
that I deemed important when I prepared and taught this series to the 
LOGOS bible study community for the last 4 years. Italicized text indicate 
reflection moments or possible material to spur discussion. 
  
EWC – Enduring Word Commentary 
NTSB – The New Testament Study Bible 

 
  



The 8 studies of this series are. 
 
1. The Death and Resurrection of Lazarus - John 11:1-37 
2. The Triumphal Entry - John 12-1:19 
3. The Lord’s Supper - Luke 22:7-19, Mark 14:12-26 
4. Gethsemane – Matthew 26:36-45, Mark 14:32-41, Luke 22:39-46, John 18:1-

1-11 
5. The Arrest and Trials – Matthew 26:57-27:31, Mark 14:43-15:20, Luke 22:54-

23:25, John 18:12-19-16 
6. the Crucifixion & Death of Christ - Matthew 27:32-56, Mark 15:21-47, Luke 

23:26-55, John 19:17-42 

7. the Resurrection - Matthew 28:1-10, Mark 16:1-8, Luke 24:1-12, John 20:1-18 

8. Emmaus and Miraculous Catch of fish - Luke 24:13-35, John 20:1-23 

As is true of any study presented to the teaching community of this 
church, you have complete liberty to use as much of this material as you 
feel compelled by the Holy Spirit to use during your preparations.   
 
I pray God bless you and the classes you teach with inspiration and 
revelation so it will be His will being done as His people look deeply into 
the moving events of Passion Week. 
 
 
 
  



Easter Study #1 

John 11:1-37 

The Death and Resurrection of Lazarus 

 

We begin with the death and resurrection of Lazarus. In the story told in 

chapter 11 of John we see the powerful God side of Jesus and the very 

human side of the Savior when he displays his emotions as well.  It is a 

heart-rending story but a crucial one because it sets in motion the forces 

that will take Jesus to the Cross and then on to resurrection and 

ascension.   

Lazarus, Mary and Martha 
John 11:1-16 

 
This family is an important part of Jesus’ life and he no doubt viewed 
them as friends.  It was Mary who poured perfume on the Lord and 
wiped his feet with her hair as referenced in verse 2. (See Luke 10:38-41)  
In verse 3, the sisters refer to Lazarus as “the one you love”.   Of course 
Jesus loves all of his disciples, but this phrase implies and personal 
friendship such as John had who was called “The disciple who Jesus 
loved”. 
 
Verse 8 references chapter 10:31. in a way it is like Jesus and the disciples 
were laying low.  In verses 5-6 , do you think the implication here is Jesus 
intentionally waited for Lazarus to die so that raising him from the dead 
would make the right statement? 

 
It is clear that Jesus prolonged the sorrow of Mary and Martha. These 
were two more days of agonized grief for them.  This speaks to our own 
walk of faith where we linger in despair and prayer.  It teaches a difficult 



spiritual principle.  God answer’s prayer in His own time and according 
to His good wishes and that is the only way He answers prayer. 
 
Jesus knew the danger, but he went anyway. One take is that he went to 
resurrect a dear friend and his love was so strong that he was willing to 
risk his life for it. 
 
But there was another reason that points to the cross.  In verses 45-12:11 
we see the outcome of the resurrection of Lazarus.  It set in motion the 
active and aggressive plot to kill Jesus.  This set in motion the events that 
would lead to the death and resurrection of our Lord.  It had to happen.  
Jesus knew this and executed it because it was necessary for the 
completion of his mission to save mankind of sin and death.   
 
In verse 14 Jesus lays it on the line.  Why is Jesus glad in the face of the 
death of his dear friend? 
 
Jesus could be glad because He was certain of the outcome. We see at 
the end of the events of this chapter that grief was comforted, life was 
restored, many more believed, and the necessary death of Jesus was set 
in motion. All of these were reasons to be glad. So we may learn that He 
often permits us to pass into profound darkness, and deeper mysteries 
of pain, in order that we may prove His power more perfectly. 
 
”Nevertheless let us go to him.“ Our Lord probably left Bethabara the 
day, or the day after, Lazarus died. He came to Bethany three days after; 
and it appears that Lazarus had been buried about four days, and 
consequently that he had been put in the grave the day or day after he 
died.”  

 
Verse 16 What about Thomas’s remark?  Was he being sarcastic or 
prophetic?  Note that at no time do we see the disciples decline to walk 
into danger with their Lord.  It was probably a 2 day walk since he arrived 



4 days after the death of Lazarus.  This accounts for 2 days for the 
messenger to get the news to Jesus. 
 

Jesus Comforts the Sisters 

John 11:17-27 

Look at verse 21 Martha and what said to Jesus. What a strange 
statement of faith. 

 
Martha honestly stated her disappointment in Jesus’ late arrival. She 
believed that Jesus was able to heal her brother while he was sick yet still 
alive. It’s possible that she didn’t even consider that Jesus was able to 
raise Lazarus from the dead now?  She had faith but was limited by 
circumstance.  Jesus was fully capable of healing Lazarus from a remote 
place.  He had his reasons. 

 
The dialog that follows is meant to broaden the scope of Martha’s faith.  
Sometimes it takes something dramatic, overwhelming and phenomenal 
to broaden our faith in not only what God can do but in what He WILL 
do.   
 
Verse 25 is one of the great passages in the New Testament that 
positivity establishes that we will have eternal life.  I wonder how often 
we step back and reflect on this.  It can change our perspective forever as 
frail finite creatures with 60-90 years on this earth to eternal creatures 
whose time on this earth is just a blink. 
 
  



Jesus and Greif 
John 11:32-37 

 
In verse 32 Mary repeats what Martha said in verse 21.   
 
Verse 33 – Jesus was deeply moved in his spirit.  The Jews, who were in 
mourning, were weeping.  Here is where we see the emotional side of 
Jesus on display as he weeps. 
 
The King James version renders verse 33 as “When Jesus therefore saw 
her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he 
groaned in the spirit, and was troubled.” And then verse 38 as “Jesus 
therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, 
and a stone lay upon it.” 

 
Why did Jesus weep?  This was not a display.  This was deep emotional 
distress.  The human side of Jesus was enduring a broken heart.  And yet 
He knew He was going to raise Lazarus from the dead.  So why was he 
going through such deep grief? 
 
The verb rendered ‘groaned’ signifies a loud inarticulate noise, like the 
snorting of horses. When used of men it usually denotes anger. The 
phrase is remarkable. It implies Jesus deliberately summoned up in 
Himself the feelings of indignation at the havoc wrought by the evil one, 
and of tenderness for the mourners.” 
 

“In ordinary classical Greek the usual usage of embrimasthai is of a 
horse snorting. Here it must mean that such deep emotion seized 
Jesus that an involuntary groan was wrung from his heart.” 
(Barclay)  EWC 

 
  



It means that Jesus wasn’t so much sad at the scene surrounding the 
tomb of Lazarus. It’s more accurate to say that Jesus was angry. Jesus 
was angry and troubled at the destruction and power of the great enemy 
of humanity: death. Jesus would soon break the dominating power of 
death. 
  

“Christ does not come to the sepulcher as an idle spectator, but like 
a wrestler preparing for the contest. Therefore no wonder that He 
groans again, for the violent tyranny of death which He had to 
overcome stands before His eyes.” (Calvin) EWC 

 

The Resurrection of Lazarus. 
John 11: 38-44 

 
Verse 38 - When Jesus commanded the stone be removed, he was 
engaging the people in the miracle.  This was a very public miracle.   
Martha opening that tomb is an act of faith on her part.  It was on the 
surface defiling a grave, but the power of God was on the move here.  
You don’t say no to that or to Jesus. 
 
Reference verse 14 that this was a powerful miracle intended to make a 
statement to his followers and onlookers.  Verse 45 states that many 
became disciples after this. Once again, the healing is not just for the 
healing but for the perpetuation of the Kingdom of God. This priority is 
repeated in verses 40 and 41.  (also reference John 10:37-38) 
 
Verse 43 – He commanded Lazarus in a loud voice.  This means the loud 

decisive tone of authority. The loud voice was not, of course, because a 

loud voice was needed to make the dead hear. Probably it was in part at 

least, so that the crowd could know that this was no work of magic, but 

the very power of God.  Jesus had said on a previous occasion that a time 



would come when all who were in their graves would hear his voice (John 

5:28). This occasion was a single demonstration of that authority.” 

 
Verse 44 - We see Lazarus come out fully alive.  We do not get to see the 
celebration of the family and the joy that offsets all of that weeping and 
grief.  But we see the confusion it threw the chief priests and the 
Sanhedrin in verses 46-57 and then 12:9-10.  Jesus was now a fugitive 
marked for arrest, trial and execution . 
 



Easter Study #2 

John 12-1:19 

The Triumphal Entry 

 
John 12 begins 6 days before Passover, and we know that by Passover, 
Jesus will have died.  So this in truth puts us into passion week. 
 

(EWC ) John gave a time marker, telling us that this was the last week before 
the death and burial of Jesus. Almost one-half of John’s Gospel is given to this 
last week. Matthew used more than 33% of his Gospel to cover that week, 
Mark nearly 40% and Luke over 25% – to seven days of Jesus’ entire life. 

Our touchpoint in time from the last passage is John 11:53.  We can 
determine that this conference of the Jewish leaders was shortly after 
the raising of Lazarus.  We see in verse 54 that Jesus laid low  for a while 
and then verse 55 begins the passage into Passover. However we do not 
know how much time passed. 

We do know that the anointing at Bethany in John 12:1-9 happened 6 
days before Passover and that the triumphal entry beginning in verse 12 
was the next day. 

The Triumphal Entry 

We will pick up our study with the triumphal entry in John 12:12-19  
Here we also encounter the prophecy of this event. 

Zechariah 9:9 – “Rejoice greatly, O people of Zion! Shout in 
triumph, O people of Jerusalem! Look, your king is coming to 
you. He is righteous and victorious, yet he is humble, riding on 
a donkey – even on a donkey’s colt.” (NIV) 

  



More detail can be found in Matthew 21:8-11 and Luke 19:35-37.  One 
of my commentaries observed: 

“This was the large crowd that came for the greatest holidays of Judaism – 
Passover. Many of them came from Galilee. When they came, they came with 
lambs. Jewish law required that the Passover lamb live with the family for at 
least three days before sacrifice (Exodus 12:3-6). When Jesus came and went 
into Jerusalem, lambs for sacrifice would surround him and everyone else.  
Josephus, the Jewish historian, tells us that one year a census was taken of 
the number of lambs slain for Passover and that figure was 256,500. In other 
words, with numbers this large, lambs must literally be driven up to Jerusalem 
throughout the entire day. Consequently, whenever Jesus entered the city, He 
must have done so surrounded by lambs, Himself being the greatest of 
lambs.”  (EWC) 

We like to think that the waving of palms was a sudden surge of 

commitment to the Messiah as we know Him to be. In fact, the Palm 

Branches are associated with the Maccabees and with political and 

military victory. They were hailing in a king to be sure, but they fully 

expected a military style revolution like happened throughout the Old 

Testament. 

(Note: The Maccabean victory is told in the Apocrypha, an 
intertestamental scripture included as holy writ by the Catholic 
communities.  In the text, a very small army lead by a Maccabee family 
defeated a very large army through the power of God.  It is background 
to the gospels that is often overlooked because the protestant church 
removed the Apocrypha from scripture.  Nonetheless, it is valid history.) 

In shouting Hosanna the crowd was quoting Psalm 18:5-6.  Hosanna 
means “save now”. Jesus used the small donkey to demonstrate he was 
not coming as a mighty warrior but in humility.  Kings or warriors did not 
ride donkeys.  Donkeys were ridden by priests, a merchant or the 
common man. 



Verse 16 is telling.  The disciples did not understand what was unfolding.  
However to their credit either out of devotion to Jesus or love or faith, 
they stayed with him through Gethsemane. 

Jesus Predicts His Death 

The 3 texts that record this part of passion week vary in detail.  Note that 
Matthew 21:12-17 records the episode where Jesus clears the temple.  
Also the teachings of Christ that follow the triumphal entry are much 
more extensive in Matthew spanning chapters 21:23 – 25:46.  John 
records extended teachings in chapters 14-16.  These scriptures are 
worthy of being part of your private devotions throughout the Lenten 
season. 

To keep us on track to the cross by Easter, we have John chapters 12 and 
13 to look at today.  We will not be able to give focus to this full text. But 
John 12:20-27 is worthy of some time. 

The Greeks were possibly proselytes, converts to Judaism there to 
celebrate Passover.  We will look at Passover in a few weeks when we 
get to the Lords Supper.  One might say these proselytes were curious of 
all the hub bub about Jesus. 

The seed illustration in verse 24 points to his death as the way to 
releasing full life in him in resurrection. 

Verse 25 is one of those that is ok to hear but really hard to focus on as 
to how we implement this in our lives.  How do we hate our lives when 
it is our nature to love life and those we share it with?  What does this 
verse mean? 

Verse 27 lets us see the struggle that is inside of Jesus.  This concept of 
calling out to God to release him from the horror that is just ahead will 
be echoed in the prayer in the garden of Gethsemane. 



Verse 28 is where things get even more dramatic as God speaks audibly.   

Verse 30-32 Jesus explains but it is not a comforting explanation.  This 
lifting up refers to cross.  Jesus knows what is going to happen, but the 
disciples do not.  We see here he knew in detail and that knowledge 
carried a heavy burden. 

Think about that statement in verse 30, “the voice was for your benefit, 
not mine”.  This is God speaking to the very earliest gathering of what 
will later become the church.  This church is very confused and 
frightened.   

Let’s face it , over the centuries, that has not changed.  The church has 
gone through change over and over again and it was confused and felt 
helpless, and the believers faith was tested.  Yet it was God bringing the 
change.  This is certainly happening in our denomination.  Many are 
bemoaning the “death of the church”.   Let us not forget who is in charge 
and God is in control.  He will always have His church though what that 
looks like in the next phase of the advance of the Kingdom of God may 
look very different. 

The Lesson of the Foot Washing 
John 13:1-11 

John jumps over much of passion week here and shares this teaching by 
object lesson done just before the Passover feast and in fact is the first 
event of the last supper. 

Discuss the foot washing ritual in light of the culture.  It is done by a 
servant of the lowliest level to wash the filth of the street from those 
coming in.  The foot washer is not only humble because he or she is 
cleaning the lowliest part of the body, but it is a task that is unpleasant 
and more than a little disgusting.  The dirt streets were trod in sandals or 



barefoot.  Along with the dust of the land, animals also populated those 
streets doing with animals do. 

The first moment came in verse 5 when the disciples saw what Jesus was 
doing.  The fact that nobody tried to stop it reflects that they were in a 
state of shock. 

Verse 7 is another reinforcement of what we read in John 12:16.  Jesus 
was doing something that would be understood later.  Now, this is 
significant because we serve the same Lord. This was an object lesson 
but also something that needed to be done.  I wonder if part of the lesson 
here is that God puts experiences in our life that we cannot possibly 
understand until much later and these things may be confusing and 
disorienting.   

What did Jesus mean by “you shall have no part of me” in verse 8? 

Now, I am never an advocate of actually replicating this event and I am 

happy we are never commanded to.  But let’s catalog the meaning of 

this object lesson. 

• The only way to be fully cleansed is to be cleansed by him.  We cannot 
do it for ourselves or even for each other.  Only He can do it. 

• Jesus is modeling servant leadership, and this is to be the model for 
the church as well. 

• Similarly this display of humility from the Messiah should make this 
fruit of the spirit central to following in the footsteps of our Lord. 

• Yes, we are called to be servants to each other. 

• Moreover, we are called to be servants to those we reach out to.    

Foot washing was an extreme act of servanthood. According to the 
Jewish laws and traditions regarding the relationship between a teacher 
and his disciples, a teacher had no right to demand or expect that his 



disciples would wash his feet. It was absolutely unthinkable that the 
Master would wash His disciple’s feet. 

It was customary that the lowest servant of the house would wash the 
feet of the guests as they came into the house, especially for a formal 
meal like this. For some reason, this didn’t happen when Jesus and the 
disciples came into the room. They ate their meal with dirty feet. 

This was more awkward than we might think. First, as we discussed 
because of the sandals they wore and the roads they walked on, the feet 
were dirty. Second, the disciples ate a formal meal like this at a table 
known as a triclinium. This was a low (coffee-table height), U-shaped 
table. The guests sat and their status at the meal was reflected by how 
close they were to the host or leader of the meal. Because the table was 
low, they didn’t sit on chairs. They leaned on pillows, with their feet 
behind them. The unwashed feet were easily seen and perhaps smelled. 

 



Easter Study #3 

Luke 22:7-19, Mark 14:12-26 

The Lord’s Supper 

 
The importance of the Last Supper to our faith cannot be overstated.  It 
is the heart of the sacrament of Communion which Christ commanded 
us to observe so we never stop reliving these crucial days in his ministry 
and never forget the sacrifice he made on the cross.  This week we walk 
carefully and reverently through the events of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
Read Luke 22:7-20 
 

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover 
lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go 
and make preparations for us to eat the Passover.” 

 
Why the unleavened bread?  It reminds us of the haste of the Passover 
and how ready the children of Israel had to be to leave as soon as the 
command came to Moses from God.  
 
But there is a second connection of leaven with sin.  I  Corinthian 5:6-8  

Don’t you know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? 7 Get 
rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you 
really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let 
us keep the festival, not with the old bread leavened with malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. –  

 
The Passover - This is the 7th plague on Egypt, read Exodus 12:5-7,11-15 

The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may 
take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until the 
fourteenth day of the month, when all the members of the community of 
Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then they are to take some of the 



blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where 
they eat the lambs. 
11 This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your 
sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s 
Passover. 
12 “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every 
firstborn of both people and animals, and I will bring judgment on all the 
gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses 
where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive 
plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. 

 
Luke 22:9-13 

9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked.10 He replied, “As 
you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to 
the house that he enters, 11 and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher 
asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my 
disciples?’ 12 He will show you a large room upstairs, all furnished. Make 
preparations there.” 13 They left and found things just as Jesus had told 
them. So they prepared the Passover. 

 
It does not say if Jesus had prearranged it or that people were simply 
already prepared by the work of the Holy Spirit.   

NISB – Ordinarily women, not men, went to the well and brought 
home water. So this man would have stood out in the crowd. 

 
Luke 22:14-16 

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15 And he 
said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the 
kingdom of God.” 

 
  



Verse 15 – the importance of dining together. There is a bonding nature 
of sharing a meal.  There is something about the act of sharing the 
consumption of something that bonds friendships and community.  We 
think fondly of church fellowship dinners or times after church where we 
meet with a few friends from our class to eat at a favorite restaurant and 
catch up with each other. This is exactly the value God wants for us when 
we break bread together.  Here at the Lord’s Supper, we break bread 
with Him. 
 
Jesus has not yet celebrated a Passover in heaven. He is waiting for all 

His people to be gathered to Him, then there will be a great supper, 

known as the marriage supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:9). This is the 

fulfillment in the kingdom of God Jesus longs for. 

This is how we fellowship with Jesus. Because His redemption has 
reconciled us to God, we can now sit down to a meal with Jesus and enjoy 
each other’s company. 
 
Luke 22:17-18 

17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it 
among you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God comes.” 

 
Luke 22:17 – the cup – what is the significance of drinking of the blood 
of Christ?  To the naked eye it is a bit gross. The only way to internalize it 
is to see the deeper meaning. What is the deeper meaning? 
 
A closer reading of verse 20 changes the interpretation a bit. The Lord 
said “this cup is the new covenant in my blood which is poured out for 
you. This does not say the wine became the blood of Christ, but it is the 
sealing of the New Covenant. A covenant is a contract between God and 
man.   As such this is a ceremony done on the night of the most important 



holiday of the Jewish faith.  It is a statement that the old covenant is no 
longer needed, the new covenant will take its place. 
 
This ceremony bonds us to the new covenant as baptism and marriage 
do. It is more than just a ritual. It performs a spiritual bond that has 
strong spiritual results and consequences.  Discuss the spiritual ritual of 
the covenant of the Eucharist.  
 
Luke 22:19 

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, 
“This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
To “break bread “ together means to bond over food as we discussed.  
By connecting the bread to his body, he then broke it as his body would 
be broken during his torture and execution. He broke the bread and had 
them share it.  It was his body.  It would soon be horribly broken.  By this 
sacrament we spiritually commit to share in his broken body. We share 
in his sacrifice, and it becomes our sacrifice. 
 
He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them. Now, the 
Passover ritual is executed with carefully prepared actions, food and 
prayers. When the bread was lifted up at Passover, the head of the meal 
said: “This is the bread of affliction which our fathers ate in the land of 
Egypt. Let everyone who hungers come and eat; let everyone who is 
needy come and eat the Passover meal.”  
 
  



Everything eaten at the Passover meal had symbolic meaning. The bitter 
herbs recalled the bitterness of slavery; the salt water remembered the 
tears shed under Egypt’s oppression. The main course of the meal – a 
lamb freshly sacrificed for that particular household – did not symbolize 
anything connected to the agonies of Egypt. It was the sin-bearing 
sacrifice that allowed the judgment of God to pass over the household 
that believed. 
 

“The words ‘this is my body’ had no place in the Passover ritual; 
and as an innovation, they must have had a stunning effect, an 
effect that would grow with the increased understanding gained 
after Easter.” (Carson) 

 
Do this in remembrance of me.  Discuss the sacrament of communion.   

It is good to reflect on the first communion and this command. It is easy 
to go through communion mindlessly and do not stop and remember 
His death and resurrection on the cross. This series is in every way to go 
as far as we can go as a small community to honor that commandment, 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
Luke 22:19 

In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 

 

This is the most important event and holy day in the Jewish faith.  
Similarly the Lord’s Supper and Easter are without argument the most 
important religious ceremony in all of Christianity. 
 
The Passover created a nation; a slave mob was freed from Egypt and 
became a nation. This new Passover also creates a people; those united 
in Jesus Christ, remembering and trusting His sacrifice. 
 



This is My body which is given for you… This cup is the new covenant in 
My blood: Jesus didn’t give the normal explanation of the meaning of 
each of the foods. He reinterpreted them in Himself, and the focus was 
no longer on the suffering of Israel in Egypt, but on the sin-bearing 
suffering of Jesus on their behalf. The precise understanding of these 
words from Jesus have been the source of great theological controversy 
among Christians. 
 
This is how we remember what Jesus did for us. As we eat the bread, we 
should remember how Jesus was broken, pierced, and beaten with stripes 
for our redemption. As we drink the cup, we should remember that His 
blood, His life was poured out on Calvary for us. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23-29. 

“For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that 
the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took 
bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘Take, 
eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in 
remembrance of Me.’ In the same manner He also took the cup 
after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death till He comes. 
Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in 
an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the 
Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread 
and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy 
manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the 
Lord’s body.”  

 
Discuss this concept of eating and drinking in an unworthy manner.  
What is meant by examining ourselves and doing communion in an 



unworthy manner? The implication is that we could do it wrong.  Strong 
words.  The New International Study Bible provides more insight into this 
passage. 
 

“Paul gives specific instructions on how the Lord’s Supper is to be 
observed.  (1)  We should take it thoughtfully because we are 
proclaiming that Christ died for our sins.  (2) We should take it 
worthily with due reverence and respect.  (3) We should examine 
ourselves for unconfessed sin or resentments.   
When Paul said that no one should take the Lord’s Supper in an 
unworthy manner, he is speaking to church members who are 
rushing into it without thinking of its meaning.  In doing so instead 
of honoring his sacrifice, they are sharing in the guilt of those who 
crucified Christ.  ….. We should prepare ourselves for Communion 
through healthy introspection, confession of sin, and resolution of 
differences with others.  These actions remove barriers that affect 
our relationship with Christ and other believers.  Awareness of your 
sin should keep you away from Communion but should drive you 
to participate in it.”  NISB 

 
Question:  Do the elements need to be sanctified by clergy?    
 
The Roman Catholic Church holds the idea of transubstantiation, which 
teaches that the bread and the wine actually become the body and blood 
of Jesus. 
 
Martin Luther held the idea of consubstantiation, which teaches the 
bread remains bread and the wine remains wine, but by faith they are 
the same as Jesus’ actual body. Luther did not believe in the Roman 
Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation, but he did not go far from it. 
 



Scripturally, we can understand that the bread and the cup are not mere 
symbols, but they are powerful pictures to partake of, to enter into, as 
we see the Lord’s Table as the new Passover. 
 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood: Remarkably, Jesus announced 
the institution of a new covenant. No mere man could ever institute a 
new covenant between God and man, but Jesus is the God-man. He has 
the authority to establish a new covenant, sealed with blood, even as the 
old covenant was sealed with blood (Exodus 24:8). 
 

Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the 
blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with 
all these words.” 

 
The new covenant concerns an inner transformation that cleanses us 
from all sin: For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember 
no more (Jeremiah 31:34). This transformation puts God’s Word and will 
in us: I will put My law in their minds and write it on their hearts 
(Jeremiah 31:33). This covenant is all about a new, close relationship 
with God: I will be their God, and they shall be My people (Jeremiah 
31:33). 
 
We can say that the blood of Jesus made the new covenant possible, and 
it also made it sure and reliable. It is confirmed with the life of God 
Himself. 
 



Easter Study #4  

Matthew 26:36-45,  

Mark 14:32-41;  

Luke 22:39-46,  

John 18:1-1-11 

Gethsemane 

 
Between the “amen” of the Lord’s supper and the events at 
Gethsemane, several significant events occurred. 
 

• The dispute over who would be greatest in the Kingdom of God and 
the response of our Lord – Luke 22:24-31 

• Jesus predicts that Peter will deny Him, Luke 22:34, , Mark 14:27-31, 
Matthew 26:31-35 

• Jesus identified Judas as his betrayer.  Matthew 26:20-25 
 
Gethsemane is covered in all 4 gospels and each one brings something 
new to the story. The texts can be found in Matthew 26:36-45, Luke 
22:39-46 and  John 18:1-1-11 It is that important to the passion of Christ.  
So to put our feet down in one telling, let’s look at Mark 14:32-51, 
 
Gethsemane details:  

This was a place just east of the Temple Mount area in Jerusalem, 
across the ravine of the Brook Kidron, and on the lower slopes of 
the Mount of Olives. Surrounded by ancient olive trees, 
Gethsemane means “olive press.” It was a place where olives from 
the neighborhood were crushed for their oil. So too, the Son of God 
would be crushed here.  (EWC) 

 
 
 
  



The Prayer in the Garden 
Mark 14:36 

 
And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take away this cup 
from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt. 

 
What do we make of this prayer?   It is emotional and stressful.  Luke 
22:43-45 is very descriptive of the agony Jesus was going through. 

An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 And being 
in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood 
falling  down to the ground. 45 When he rose from prayer and went back to 
the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. 

 
The Sorrow 
 
Verse 34 “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death” and 
36 – Jesus prays for the cup to pass him. 36 Abba Father, everything is 
possible for you.  Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will but what 
you will. 
 
The Cup  
 

Repeatedly in the Old Testament, the cup is a powerful picture of 
the wrath and judgment of God (Psalm 75:8, Isaiah 51:17, Jeremiah 
25:15). Jesus became, as it were, an enemy of God, who was judged 
and forced to drink the cup of the Father’s fury so that we would 
not have to drink from that cup – this was the source of Jesus’ 
agony. (EWC) 

 
  



Let’s take this on.  What is the nature of this sorrow?  We could almost 
understand dread, even fear.  Was it sorrow of being apart from his 
disciples?  We see that bond in John 17:24 

 
Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see 
my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the 
creation of the world. 

 
This is a difficult moment for us to witness because we see Jesus going 
through a lot of pain, stress and emotion. We get a glimpse of the human 
side of our Lord here.  What do we make of this moment? 
 
 A very important question we need to look at closely is - Was Jesus 
afraid?   
 
This prayer is instructive for us because all have our own times of deep 
emotions and our prayers. It brings up some pretty serious questions.  
Did Jesus sin by asking to be let out of what was ahead?  God had 
something overwhelmingly difficult for him to do and when Jesus cried 
to be released, GOD SAID NO.  The will of God was more important than 
this moment of emotion.  Sometimes when God says no, obedience is 
still the right response.   Not anger, resentment or doubt in God’s love or 
existence.  This is a big point because a frequent cause of falling away 
can happen when we go to God with something at a very high level of 
importance to us and God says no. 
 
He was exhausted from sorrow. This was the beginning of his suffering. 
Jesus knew what the Father’s will was; yet He still endured this agony. It 
was because Jesus was to be a sacrifice for sins, and He wasn’t an 
unknowing sacrificial animal. Nor was He a victim of circumstances. He 
resolved willingly to lay down His life. 
 



 
It was not so much the horror of physical torture that affected Jesus so, 
but it was the spiritual horror of the cross – of being made sin 2 
Corinthians 5:21.  

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

 
This is what made Jesus troubled and deeply distressed. 
 
Hebrews 5:7-8   

Who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and 
supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able 
to save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly fear, 
though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which 
He suffered. “ 

 
His holy soul shrank from the awfulness of being made sin upon the tree. 
It was not death, but the divine anger against sin, the imputation to Him 
of all our iniquities that filled His soul with horror. There was no conflict 
of wills. 
 

Jesus scolds the disciples 
Mark 14:37-41 

 
The issue of finding them sleeping seems to dominate the passage.  
What does this tell us about the disciples and why Jesus was so 
disappointed in them? 
 
I don’t doubt that even with all the teaching and the supper that they 
knew what was happening.  I think they thought it was just another night 
of slipping away while Jesus prayed all night. Verse 38 has that famous 
saying, “The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  Is this an excuse or 
an explanation? 



 
Verse 38 puts some light on it.  What temptation is Jesus worried they 
will fall into?   I wonder if He fears they would be tempted to abandon 
Him when the world caves in on them which it is going to do in an hour 
or so from this prayer?  Jesus did worry about them as reflected in that 
prayer in John 17. 

 

The Arrest 

John 18:1-5 
When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the 
Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his 
disciples went into it.  Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, 
because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas came to 
the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the 
chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and 
weapons.  Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out 
and asked them, “Who is it you want?” 
“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. 
“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 
6 When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 

 

Note the size of the arresting party assured they had enough fire power 

to accomplish the arrest – verse 3 

Matthew 26:47-55 is the companion version of Mark 14:43-51 

47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him 
was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests 
and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal 
with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49 Going at once to 
Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 
50 Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.” Then the men stepped 
forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. 51 With that, one of Jesus’ 



companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of 
the high priest, cutting off his ear. 
52 “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw 
the sword will die by the sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on my 
Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of 
angels? 54 But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must 
happen in this way?” 
55 In that hour Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you 
have come out with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the 
temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. 

 
Verse 51, the high priest servant maimed.  Luke 22:51 – Jesus healed 
the servant. 

But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and 
healed him. 

 
Peter like all of the disciples was still expecting a military Messiah and 
he felt this act could be just the thing to set off that rebellion. 
 
The betrayal kiss 

 
Judas had told the soldiers to arrest the man he kissed.  The means of 
betrayal is a kiss, a gesture of intimacy and devotion.  Judas used this to 
betray him using his close relationship with Jesus to put him into the path 
to the cross.  The cross itself is a gesture of love.   
 
This was not an arrest by Roman Soldiers under Roman law but an arrest 
by religious leaders.  Judas pointed Jesus out not because Jesus was hard 
to recognize but because Judas had agreed to be the formal accuser in 
case trial was called. Judas was able to lead the group to one of Jesus’ 
retreats where no onlookers would interfere with the arrest. 

 
  



Verse 50 – The disciples scatter 

We get nothing about where the 12 went but what we see here is fear.  
The emotions they were going through had to be huge. Note all of the 
deserted and fled including Peter and John.  We see Peter appear in our 
next study when he denies Christ as Jesus said he would. 
 
Discuss how they might have processed this.  Was it cowardly or wrong 
for them to flee?  We could put an optimistic view on this and speculate 
they knew the death and resurrection was to happen and they had to lay 
low for the launching of the church.  However when we get to the post 
resurrection appearances, it is clear that is not so. 
 
They may have felt deceived, foolish, terrified of course and above all 
completely unable to know what they should do next.  Jesus never told 
them what to do or where to go during the three days of his death and 
resurrection. 
 
Note that Jesus told them that they will fall away and that this too was 
a completion of prophecy – Mark 14:27-31 
 
Verse 52 – 10000 angels. 
 
In Matthew 26:52-53 as Jesus was being arrested, he said to the 
disciples, 
 
Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him. “For all who draw 
the sword will die by the sword. 53 Are you not aware that I can call on 
My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve 
legions of angels? 54  But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that 
say it must happen this way?”… 
 



Closer – Jesus was never a victim and always in complete control of what 
was happening.  He could have stopped it anytime even when he went 
to the cross.  But he did not because he was doing what he came here to 
do. 
 



Easter Study #5 – the arrest and trials –  

Matthew 26:57-27:31  

Mark 14:43-15:20;  

Luke 22:54-23:25,  

John 18:12-19-16 

 
The period between Gethsemane and the cross is one of continuous 
trials and torment of Christ. All 4 gospels present different incidents and 
some incidents are only recorded in one gospel.  Here is a chronology 
and cross reference of what happened to Jesus in those short few hours 
starting just after He was arrested.   
 

• Jesus is betrayed and arrested    Matthew 26:47-56 

• Annas questions Jesus     John 18:12-24 

• Caiaphas questions Jesus    Matthew 26:57-68 

• Peter denies knowing Jesus    Matthew 26:69-75 

• Religious leaders condemn Jesus   Luke 22:66-71 

• Judas kills himself      Matthew 27:3-10 

• Jesus stands trial before Pilate    Matthew 27:11-14 

• Jesus stands trial before Herod   Luke 23:6-12 

• Pilate hands Jesus over to be crucified  Matthew 27:15-26 

• Roman soldiers mock Jesus    Matthew 27:27-31 

• Jesus led away to be crucified    Matthew 27:32-24 
 
We will use Matthew as our anchor. 
 
Even 2000+ years later this is hard to watch.  It is good at this point to 
look at how much of this was prophesied.  See appendix. 
 
 



The trial before the Sanhedrin.   
Matthew 26:57-68 

 
This trial took place at the home of the High Priest Caiaphas.  See the 
appendix to this lesson for some background on Caiaphas. Annas was the 
former high priest and Caiaphas’s father-in-law.  Annas sent Jesus to 
Caiaphas’s home to be questioned. Because of their haste to complete 
the trial and see Jesus die before the Sabbath, they met at night instead 
of meeting at the temple the next day.   
 

(NISB) This nighttime trial was illegal according to the Sanhedrin’s own laws and 
regulations. According to Jewish law, all criminal trials must begin and end in the 
daylight. Therefore, though the decision to condemn Jesus was already made, 
they conducted a second trial in daylight (Luke 22:66-71), because they knew the 
first one – the real trial – had no legal standing. This was only one of many 
illegalities made in the trial of Jesus. According to Jewish law, only decisions 
made in the official meeting place were valid. The first trial was held at the home 
of Caiaphas, the high priest. 
According to Jewish law, criminal cases could not be tried during the Passover 
season. 
According to Jewish law, only an acquittal could be issued on the day of the trial. 
Guilty verdicts had to wait one night to allow for feelings of mercy to rise. 
According to Jewish law, all evidence had to be guaranteed by two witnesses, 
who were separately examined and could not have contact with each other. 
According to Jewish law, false witness was punishable by death. Nothing was 
done to the many false witnesses in Jesus’ trial. 
According to Jewish law, a trial always began by bringing forth evidence for the 
innocence of the accused, before the evidence of guilt was offered. This was not 
the practice here. 
“These were the Sanhedrin’s own rules, and it is abundantly clear that, in their 
eagerness to get rid of Jesus, they broke their own rules.” (Barclay) 

 

  



Note the difficulty of finding false witnesses.  I wonder about the 

motivations of the false witnesses.  These could have been followers of 

Christ who turned on a dime.  Truthfully the thing the 2 false witnesses 

site is something Jesus said. See John 2:19 right after Jesus cleared the 

temple.  So it begs the question, Was Jesus actually guilty of the thing he 

was charged with?   The answer is no simply because he really was and 

is the Messiah.   

Jesus’s refusal to answer is in accordance with prophecy.  (Psalm 38:12–
13) However when he admits directly that he is the Messiah, that sealed 
his fate.  It put it under blasphemy which under Jewish law is punishable 
by death.  Leviticus 24:16 

 
Anyone who blasphemes the name of the Lord is to be put to death. The entire 
assembly must stone them. Whether foreigner or native-born, when they 
blaspheme the Name they are to be put to death. 

 
Verse 58 - Note the Peter watched the trial from hiding and at the end 
of the trial as Jesus is abused, Peter is put on the spot and denied Jesus. 
However let’s not discount that Peter only had the courage to follow 
Jesus as he was taken away.  The other disciples fled.  Why do you think 
Peter did not run and followed to watch the trial? 
 

  



Peter’s denial 
Matthew 26:69-74 

 
It is important to note that Peter was not questioned by anyone in 
power. It started with a servant girl. And then as he tried to make his exit, 
a different girl.  These were meek accusers and I think the emotion and 
above all guilt of the moment he brought this all on himself. 
 
He deeply missed the guidance of Jesus to tell him what to do.  Look at 
verse 73, who are these people “standing around”? The people also 
identify Peter by his accent. 

 
 “The Galileans spoke with a burr; so ugly was their accent that no Galilean 
was allowed to pronounce the benediction at a synagogue service.” 
(Barclay) 

 

Peter was not cursing in the sense of curse words that we think of today. 
It was more of a “As God be my witness may I be cursed if” kind of thing 
he was doing. There is no question that Peter was reacting in abject 
terror having seen Jesus taken off to torture and death.  The depth of his 
fear is hard to reconcile. 

  
And, as if it would help distance himself from association with Jesus, Peter 
began to curse and swear. “To call down curses on himself, sign of irritation 
and desperation; has lost self-control completely.”) When we hear that kind 
of language, we normally assume the person is not a follower of Jesus. 

 
However there is a big difference between Peter and Judas who we see 

in his moment of bitter regret in Matthew 27:3-10  His bitter weeping 

was repentance.  

  



Peter finally remembered and took to heart what Jesus said, but in this 
case he did so too late. For now, all he could do was to weep bitterly. 
Yet Peter would be restored, showing a significant contrast between 
Judas (showing apostasy) and Peter (showing backsliding). 
 
Apostasy is giving up the truth, as Judas did. Judas was sorry about his 
sin, but it was not a sorrow leading to repentance. Backsliding is a decline 
from a spiritual experience once enjoyed. Peter slipped, but he will not 
fall; his bitter weeping will lead to repentance and restoration. And  he 
wept bitterly: This was the beginning of Peter’s repentance. Several 
things brought him to this place. 
 

The loving look of Jesus brought Peter to repentance. Luke tells us that 
just after the rooster crowed, the Lord turned and looked at Peter (Luke 
22:61). The gift of remembering brought Peter to repentance; Peter 
remembered the words of Jesus. Our memories serve us much in the 
business of repentance.” 
 

Luke 22:60-62 
 
60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he 
was speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked straight 
at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: 
“Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 62 And 
he went outside and wept bitterly. 

 
Luke 22:31-34 

31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But I have 
prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have 
turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 33 But he replied, “Lord, I am ready 
to go with you to prison and to death.” 34 Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, 
before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know 
me.” 

 



Why is Peter’s denial such a significant part of the story of Passion week? 
Perhaps it shows God’s endless patience and love for us, even when we 
commit what we might consider to be sins that cannot be overcome.  It 
shows the tremendous humility and humiliation Peter went through 
before he became a great champion of the early church. 
 

Judas hangs himself. 

 
( Note: in light of the large amount of material in this outline, I would 
recommend that this section be optional depending on time- JM) 
 
Matthew 27:3 – examine Judas’s remorse.  Did he not expect Jesus to be 
arrested and taken to execution?  Verse 8 – This was actually fulfilled by 
Zechariah 11:12-13 

 
12 I told them, “If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep it.” So they 
paid me thirty pieces of silver.13 And the Lord said to me, “Throw it to the 
potter”—the handsome price at which they valued me! So I took the thirty pieces 
of silver and threw them to the potter at the house of the Lord. 

 

Judas is one of the most troubling characters in the gospels and maybe 

in all of scripture.  On one hand, he was chosen to be one of the 12.  In 

his mind, he may have thought he was serving Jesus and guiding the 

groups finances.  Indeed he may have gone to Gethsemane thinking this 

arrest would spark the revolution and bring the eternal Kingdom of the 

Messiah into reality. Was he evil or just terribly misguided?   Finally his 

role as betrayer was prophesied and if he had to executed it, the arrest, 

crucifixion and then resurrection may not have happened.  If he was 

destined to speed along the coming of redemption we wonder why he is 

consigned to hell.  It is almost as though he was destined for a tragic 



death and eternity in Hell.  We don’t like thinking anyone is destined for 

that. 

The trial before Pilate 
The Barabbas incident   

Matthew 27:11-26 

 
This trial was to legitimize the arrest of Jesus so that the Romans would 
carry out the execution.  It was part of the big scheme. 

 

History shows us Pontius Pilate was a cruel and ruthless man, unkind to 
the Jews and contemptuous of almost everything but raw power. Here, 
he seems out of character in the way he treated Jesus. Jesus seems to 
have profoundly affected him. 
 
Matthew condenses the full account, telling us only of the second 
appearance of Jesus before Pilate. The first appearance before Pilate is 
described in Luke 23:1-6. Hoping to avoid making a judgment about 
Jesus, Pilate sent Him to Herod, the sub-ruler of Galilee (Luke 23:6-12). 
Jesus refused to say anything to Herod, so He returned to Pilate as here 
described in Matthew. 
 

When they brought Jesus before Pilate, they dropped the issue of 
blasphemy because the Romans could care less about that.  So they 
switched their tactic to crimes of encouraging people not to pay taxes, 
claiming to be king  and causing riots.  Interesting these were the exact 
crimes that Barabbas was guilty of. 
 
Luke 23:1-2 

Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And they 
began to accuse him, saying, “We have found this man subverting 
our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to 
be Messiah, a king.” 



Verse 13-14 Jesus offers no reply and Pilate is amazed. 
 
Spurgeon explained why Pilate marveled greatly: “He had seen in captured 
Jews the fierce courage of fanaticism; but there was no fanaticism in Christ. 
He had also seen in many prisoners the meanness which will do or say 
anything to escape from death; but he saw nothing of that about our Lord. 
He saw in him unusual gentleness and humility combined with majestic 
dignity. He beheld submission blended with innocence.” (Spurgeon) 

 
Verse 21 – Crowds can be fickle.  They loved Jesus on Sunday because 
they thought he was going to inaugurate his kingdom.  Then they hated 
him on Friday when his power appeared broken.  In the face of the mass 
uprising  against Jesus, his friends were afraid to speak up.    
 
You have to wonder how these same people reacted when Jesus was 
raised from the dead.   

 

Jesus’ suffering 

 
Matthew 27:27-28 – spat on, punched and slapped, mocked. 
John 19:1 – flogged – describe the process.  Was it 39 lashes?  And 
crown of thorns. 

 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together 

a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 

and went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And 

they slapped him in the face. 

The instrument of flogging is a whip but made of 9 strips of heavy leather.  

Imbedded into the leather are pieces of glass or jagged rocks.  The idea 

is that with each blow, the lashes would tear away the skin of the back.  

This was commonly done before a crucifixion to make the pain on the 

cross even more excruciating.    



The torment He endured was prophesied in Isaiah: “He was wounded for 

our transgressions; he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of 

our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 

53:5). The “stripes” referred to in this prophecy are a direct reference to 

the lashes Jesus received.   

You may have heard that Jesus received 39 lashes.  Now I found no 

reference to 39 lashes. However Hebrew numerology may be helpful. 

Within Jewish theology, numbers have meaning even more so than 

accurate reporting of a count.  Hence 40 is a number of completion.  7 is 

the perfect number whereas 6 is the number of since it “falls short “ of 

7. 3 is a sign of perfection because of the trinity.   

As such 39 may signify “Just short of” 40 or just short of completion. In 

this case one lash short of death by flogging.  So the number of lashes 

might not have been exactly 39 but they flogged him “almost to death”. 

  



Appendix to lesson 5 

Prophecies fulfilled at the cross. 

• The Messiah's blood will be spilled for atonement "For the life of a 
creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement 
for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for 
one's life" (Leviticus 17:11). 

• Jesus will be lifted up, and everyone who looks on Him will live - "So 
Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when 
anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they 
lived" (Numbers 21:9). 

• The Messiah would be abandoned by those closest to him. - "Even my 
close friend, someone I trusted, one who shared my bread,  has turned 
against me" (Psalm 41:9). 

• Everyone will abandon the Messiah - "Because of all my enemies, I am 
the utter contempt of my neighbors and an object of dread to my 
closest friends those who see me on the street flee from me" (Psalm 
31:11). 

• They will plot to kill God's anointed - "For I hear many whisperings,    
'Terror on every side!' They conspire against me  and plot to take my 
life" (Psalm 31:13) 

• The Messiah will be quiet before his accusers - "Those who want to 
kill me set their traps, those who would harm me talk of my ruin;  all 
day long they scheme and lie. I am like the deaf, who cannot hear, like 
the mute, who cannot speak" (Psalm 38:12–13) 

• The Messiah would be scorned -  "'He trusts in the Lord,' they say, 'let 
the Lord rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in him'" 
(Psalm 22:8). 

• The Messiah will be mocked and abused - "'I clothe the heavens with 
darkness and make sackcloth its covering.' The Sovereign Lord has 
given me a well-instructed tongue,  to know the word that sustains 
the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to 



listen like one being instructed. The Sovereign Lord has opened my 
ears; I have not been rebellious; I have not turned away. I offered my 
back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my 
beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting" (Isaiah 50:3–
6). 

• The Messiah's suffering would include thirst - "My mouth is dried up 
like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay 
me in the dust of death" (Psalm 22:15). 

• The Christ's thirst will be quenched with vinegar and gall - "They put 
gall in my food and gave me vinegar for my thirst" (Psalm 69:21). 

• Like the Passover Lamb, none of the Christ's bones will be broken "It 
must be eaten inside the house; take none of the meat outside the 
house. Do not break any of the bones" (Exodus 12:46). 

• The Messiah would be forsaken - My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me,  so far from my cries 
of anguish?" (Psalm 22:1) 

• They would pierce Christ's hands and feet -  "Dogs surround me, a 
pack of villains encircles me;  they pierce my hands and my feet" 
(Psalm 22:16). 

• They would cast lots for Jesus's clothing - "They divide my clothes 
among them  and cast lots for my garment" (Psalm 22:18). 

• The Messiah will cry, "Into your hands I commit my Spirit" - "Into your 
hands I commit my spirit;  deliver me, Lord, my faithful God" (Psalm 
31:5). 

• God's anointed will not see decay - "Therefore my heart is glad and 
my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure, because you will 
not abandon me to the realm of the dead, nor will you let your faithful 
one see decay (Psalm 16:9–11) 

• The Messiah's resurrection predicted. "I will not die but live and will 
proclaim what the Lord has done. The Lord has chastened me 
severely,     but he has not given me over to death" (Psalm 118:17–18) 



• The Messiah will conquer death - "On this mountain he will destroy     
the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; 
he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign Lord will wipe away 
the tears     from all faces; he will remove his people’s disgrace  from 
all the earth. The Lord has spoken" (Isaiah 25:7–8). 

 
  



CAIAPHAS 

 
Annas was deposed by the secular authorities in A.D. 15 and replaced by 

Caiaphas, who lived and ruled till his death in A.D. 36. But since according 

to the Old Testament the high priest was not to be replaced till after his 

death, the transfer of power was illegal. Doubtless some continued to 

call either man ‘high priest.’” (Carson) 

“Between 37 B.C. and A.D. 67… there were no fewer than twenty-eight 

High Priests. The suggestive thing is that Caiaphas was High Priest from 

A.D. 18 to A.D. 36. This was an extraordinarily long time for a High Priest 

to last, and Caiaphas must have brought the technique of co-operating 

with the Romans to a fine art.” (Barclay) 

“About two years after our Lord’s crucifixion, Caiaphas and Pilate were 

both deposed by Vitellius, then governor of Syria, and afterwards 

emperor. Caiaphas, unable to bear this disgrace, and the stings of his 

conscience for the murder of Christ, killed himself about A.D. 35. See 

Joseph. Antiquities b. xviii. c. 2-4.” (Clarke)   

 



Easter Study #6 

the Crucifixion & Death of Christ 

Matthew 27:32-56 

Mark 15:21-47 

Luke 23:26-55 

John 19:17-42 

 
Last week we walked through the events just before the crucifixion of 
our Lord from his arrest to being turned over for execution.  Several 
things stood out.  We went into depth last week looking at the 
comparison of Peter’s denial of Christ and the hideous realization of guilt 
and shame of Judas that resulted in his suicide. 
 
This is grim stuff and that is why it is an adult bible study.  We are walking 
with Christ to the cross and through the cross.  But as I have said often 
in this study, he commanded us when the sacrament of communion was 
put in place to remember him. As such we must walk this path with him 
as well. 
 

The Soldiers mock Jesus 
Matthew 27:27-31 

 
Recalling the flogging so Jesus was in pretty bad shape already.  He now 
was in the midst of about 200 hostile Roman guards.  “A whole company 
of soldiers” usually numbered around 200 soldiers. 
 
The mocking and the crown of thorns was intended to humiliate Jesus. 
But Jesus knew who he was.  Hardest to consider was verse 30 that on 
top of the flogging, Jesus was beaten pretty soundly just before heading 
to the cross. 
  



Spurgeon wondered how Matthew heard of this crown of thorns and the 
mocking that went along with it. He wonders if it was not one of the soldiers 
that was later converted and came to faith in Jesus. “Our Lord’s marred but 
patient visage preached such a sermon that one at least who gazed upon it 
felt its mysterious power, felt that such patience was more than human, and 
accepted the thorn-crowned Savior as henceforth his Lord and his King.”  

 

Matthew 27:27-28 – spat on, punched and slapped, mocked. 

Fulfillment of Prophecy - Isaiah 50:3–6 
The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears; I have not been rebellious, 
I have not turned away. I offered my back to those who beat me, 
my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face 
from mocking and spitting" 

 
John 19:1 mentions that Jesus was flogged.  Paul mentioned being 
flogged 39 times minus 1 in 2 Corinthians 11:24    And crown of thorns. 

 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together 

a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 

and went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And 

they slapped him in the face. 

The torment He endured was prophesied in Isaiah: “He was wounded 
for our transgressions; he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed” (Isaiah 53:5). The “stripes” referred to in this prophecy are a 
direct reference to the lashes Jesus received. 
 

  



The Way of the Cross 

 
Luke 23:26 and Matthew 27:32 mentions Simon from Cyrene carrying 
Jesus cross while John 19:16-18 mentions Jesus carrying his own cross.  
Keep in mind he had been flogged almost to the point of death by this 
time.  I wonder if the disciples remember Jesus’ words in Matthew 
16:24-26 to take up our cross and follow him. 
 

The cross itself. 
“The criminal was led to the scene of crucifixion by as long a route as 
possible, so that as many as possible might see him and take warning from 
the grim sight.”  
As Jesus was led away to be crucified, He was – like most victims of 
crucifixion – forced to carry the wood He would hang upon. The weight of 
the entire cross was typically 300 pounds. The victim only carried the 
crossbar, which weighed anywhere from 75 to 125 pounds. When the 
victim carried the crossbar, he was usually stripped naked, and his hands 
were often tied to the wood. (Barclay) 
 

Simon from Cyrene 

(Barclay) A man of Cyrene, Simon by name: This man was probably a visitor 
to Jerusalem, there as a faithful Jew to celebrate the Passover. Visiting 
Jerusalem, he was far from Cyrene in North Africa (some 800 miles/1300 
kilometers away). Him they compelled to bear His cross: Simon knew little if 
anything about this Jesus, and had no desire to be associated with this Man 
who was condemned to die as a criminal. Yet the Romans ruled, and Simon 
was not given a choice. Him they compelled to bear His cross. Perhaps he was 
chosen because he was an obvious foreigner and more conspicuous in the 
crowd.“ The criminal was led to the scene of crucifixion by as long a route as 
possible, so that as many as possible might see him and take warning from 
the grim sight.”  

 

  



The Events at the Cross 

They offered him wine mixed with gall.  Why?  It was a drug to dull the 
pain. He refused it  Matthew 27:34 

It was customary to give those about to be crucified a pain-numbing and 
mind-numbing drink, to lessen their awareness of the agony awaiting them. 
But Jesus refused any numbing drug. He chose to face the spiritual and 
physical terror with His senses awake. “The wine would be the sour wine or 
posca used by Roman soldiers. In Mark Jesus declines the drink, apparently 
without tasting, desiring to suffer with a clear mind.” (Bruce) 

 
Verse 33 Golgotha – The place of the skull 

Golgotha – in Latin, “Calvary” (Luke 23:33) means “Place of a Skull.” It was 
called that because it was the established place where criminals were 
crucified. As a place of cruel, humiliating death it was outside the city walls, 
yet likely on a well-established road. It may also be that the hill itself had a 
skull-like appearance, as is the case with the site in Jerusalem known as 
Gordon’s Calvary. 

 
Verse 35 – The guards divided and gambled for his clothing. Both of 
these fulfillment of prophecy.  John 19:23-24 
 
Jesus mother at the cross – John 19:25-27 

 
  



They Crucified Him, verse 35 

 
 In 1986, Dr. William Edwards wrote a remarkable article in the prestigious Journal 
of the American Medical Association titled “On the Physical Death of Jesus Christ.” 
Following are some of the observations of Dr. Edwards and his associates. 
 
“Although the Romans did not invent crucifixion, they perfected it as a form of 
torture and capital punishment that was designed to produce a slow death with 
maximum pain and suffering.” 
 
The victim’s back was first torn open by the scourging, then opened again as the 
congealing, clotting blood came off with the clothing that was removed at the place 
of crucifixion. When thrown on the ground to nail the hands to the crossbeam, the 
wounds were again opened, deepened, and contaminated with dirt. While attached 
to the upright cross, each breath would cause the painful wounds on the back to 
scrape against the rough wood of the upright beam and were further aggravated. 
 
Driving the nail through the wrist severed the large median nerve. This stimulated 
nerve caused bolts of fiery pain in both arms, and often resulted in a claw-like grip 
in the victim’s hands. 
 
Beyond the severe pain, the major effect of crucifixion inhibited normal breathing. 
The weight of the body, pulling down on the arms and shoulders, tended to lock the 
respiratory muscles in an inhalation state, thus hindering exhalation. The lack of 
adequate respiration resulted in severe muscle cramps, which hindered breathing 
even further. To get a good breath, one had to push against the feet and flex the 
elbows, pulling from the shoulders. Putting the weight of the body on the feet 
produced more pain, and flexing the elbows twisted the hands hanging on the nails. 
Lifting the body for a breath also painfully scraped the back against the rough 
wooden post. Each effort to get a proper breath was agonizing, exhausting, and led 
to a sooner death. 
 
Death from crucifixion could come from many sources: acute shock from blood loss; 
being too exhausted to breathe any longer; dehydration; stress-induced heart 
attack; or congestive heart failure leading to a cardiac rupture. If the victim did not 
die quickly enough, the legs were broken, and the victim was soon unable to 
breathe. 



 
It is significant to remember that Jesus did not suffer as the victim of circumstances. 
He was in control. Jesus said of His life in John 10:18, no one takes it from Me, but I 
lay it down of Myself. It is terrible to be forced to endure such torture, but to freely 
choose it out of love is remarkable. Can we ever rightly doubt God’s love for us 
again? Has He not gone to the most extreme length to demonstrate that love? 
 

The Two Robbers 

Luke 23:32, 39-43 

Each year I am drawn to the description of Jesus’s relationship with the 
2 robbers on the cross.  It is a significant enough event that often the 
representation of the cross shows 3 crosses with Christ’s cross in the 
center. 
 

32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be 
executed. 33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they 
crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the 
other on his left. 
 
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: 
“Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other 
criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are 
under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are 
getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing 
wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come 
into your kingdom.” 43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today 
you will be with me in paradise.” 

 
  



Both Matthew (Matthew 27:44) and Mark (Mark 15:32) indicate that 
both criminals mocked Jesus. Though at first, they both mocked Jesus, in 
the hours spent on the cross, one of the criminals came to see things 
differently, and to actually put his trust in Jesus.  There are several 
aspects of the relationship between that criminal and our Lord on the 
cross. 
· This second criminal respected God (Do you not even fear God). 
· He knew his own sin (under the same condemnation… we indeed 

justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds). 
· He knew Jesus (this Man has done nothing wrong). 
· He called out to Jesus as Lord (he said to Jesus, “Lord”). 
· He believed Jesus was who Jesus said He was (remember me when 

You come into Your kingdom). 
· He believed the promise of everlasting life from Jesus. 

 
(EWC)  “It is worthy of remark, that this man appears to have been the first 
who believed in the intercession of Christ.”  
Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise: Jesus answered 
the trust of the second criminal, assuring him that his life after death would 
be with Jesus, and be in Paradise, not torment. 
 
Here is something truly remarkable: a deathbed conversion, and may fairly 
be said to be the only Biblical example of a last-minute salvation. There is 
one deathbed conversion in the Bible, so that no one would despair; but only 
one, so that no one would presume. 
 
Significantly, this thief who trusted in Jesus at the last moment goes to the 
same heaven anyone else does. This may not seem fair, but in the larger 
picture it gives glory to the grace of God, not to human merit in salvation. In 
heaven, we will all be full with joy and reward; but the degree of our 
faithfulness now determines how big our container for joy and reward will be 
in heaven, though all will be filled to the fullest they can hold. 
 
In Paradise: “Paradise (paradeisos), a Persian word meaning ‘garden, park,’ 
was used in the Septuagint for the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:8). It then 



became a type of the future bliss for God’s people in Isaiah 51:3…In the 
present passage is represents the state of bliss which Jesus promised to the 
criminal directly after death.”  
This assurance was so important to Jesus that it cost Him something. It hurt 
Jesus to even say these words. “Since speech occurs during exhalation, 
these short, terse utterances must have been particularly difficult and 
painful.”  

 
 

The Death of Jesus 
Matthew 27:45-56 

 
The Seven last statements of Christ.  Of course we know the words 
spoken at the cross were not this last words as he spoke after his 
resurrection and to Paul and John in through revelation. In fact, he 
speaks to each of us often so these were by far not the last words of 
Christ. 

• "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." - Luke 
23:34 

• Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise." - Luke 23:43 

• "Jesus said to his mother: "Woman, this is your son." Then he said to 
the disciple: "This is your mother." - John 19:26-27 

• "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" - Matthew 27:46 and 
Mark 15:34 

• "I thirst." - John 19:28 

• When Jesus had received the wine, he said, "It is finished;" and he 
bowed his head and handed over the spirit. - John 19:30 

• "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit." - Luke 23:46 
 
  



Verse 45 – darkness came over all the land.  This was in the last moments 
of the death of Christ.  It meant that when Jesus uttered his last words, 
the world had been plunged into utter darkness.  Darkness in the Old 
Testament symbolizes judgement.  The judgement of the entire world 
was taking place and paid for by the lamb of God. 

 
A Roman historian named Phlegon wrote: “In the fourth year of the 202nd 
Olympiad, there was an extraordinary eclipse of the sun: at the sixth hour, the day 
turned into dark night, so that the stars in heaven were seen; and there was an 
earthquake.”) The crucifixion took place during Passover season, and Passover is 
always held at a full moon. A natural eclipse of the sun is impossible during a 
full moon. 

 

John 19:31-37 – The soldiers begin breaking the legs of those being 
crucified.  The piercing of the side, verse 34 

 
31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special 
Sabbath. Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the 
crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the 
bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the 
first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 
But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did 
not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a 
spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35 The man who saw it has 
given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, 
and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things happened so 
that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 
and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.” 

 
There are some who regard this as something of an on-the-spot autopsy of Jesus, 

revealing that His actual cause of death was of a ruptured (burst) heart. The 

thinking is that in such cases, the sack surrounding the heart (normally filled with a 

watery substance) fills with blood. If that sack is opened and its contents allowed 

to flow outside the body, it would look like an issue of blood and water (because 

the two substances do not mix, something like oil and water). Normally this would 



be a trickle; perhaps there was something supernatural at work to demonstrate 

this sign. 

Augustus Toplady used this image in his great hymn, Rock of Ages: 
 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee 
Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy riven side which flowed 
Be of sin the double cure, 
Cleanse me from its guilt and power 

 

The death of Christ – Luke 23:44-49 and Matthew 27:45-56 
 
Both passages mention the eclipse, earthquake, the splitting of the 
temple veil and the resurrection of “many holy people “. 

• The splitting of the temple veil signifying the end of the era of the Law 
as the means of grace. 

• The resurrections signifying the end of the rein of death and that 
death had been defeated. 

• The earthquake and eclipse a strong statement from God that what 
just happened was something much bigger than just executing a 
prisoner.  You wonder how these events affected the disciples, 
Christ’s accusers, the Jewish leaders and even the Romans.  We see 
that it the effect it had on the guards.  Luke: 23:47. 

 

And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy 

hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the 

ghost. 47 Now when the centurion saw what was done, he glorified 

God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous man. 

 



Easter Study #7 – the Resurrection 

Matthew 28:1-10 

Mark 16:1-8 

Luke 24:1-12 

John 20:1-18 

 
Each year when Easter is here it brings with it our time to rejoice in the 
Word of God.  The last couple weeks have been tough. But they were 
tough for Jesus and that made the journey worthwhile.  As before all 4 
gospels report this story.  We will start in Matthew 28:1-10 and then 
integrate elements reported by the other gospel writers. 
 

Background – the burial 
Matthew 27:57-65 

 
Note that this was the work entirely of Joseph.  Who was he?  NIV study 
bible notes:  “Joseph of Arimathea was a secret disciple of Jesus.  He was 
a religious leader an honored member of the Sanhedrin (Mark 15:43)  In 
the past Joseph had been afraid to speak against the religious leaders 
who opposed Jesus; now he is bold, courageously asking to take Jesus 
body from the cross and bury it.” 
 
It was a new tomb - More details can be found in John 19:38-42. Mary 
and the other Mary were basically in a wake outside the tomb.  
 
Matthew 27:62-66 – Why the tomb was guarded?  It was not Pilate’s 
idea. 
 

  



The Resurrection 
Matthew 28:1-10 

 
“After the Sabbath, at dawn of the first day of the week” – discuss how 
it was that Jesus was in the grave for 3 days.  The Jewish day is sundown 
to sundown.  Jesus was buried before sundown on Friday, day 1.  Friday 
to Saturday in the tomb – day 2.  Sometime after sundown on Sunday, 
He rose again and left the tomb – day 3.  In Jewish marking of time, any 
part of the day is a day. 
 
The other Mary was not Jesus’ mother.  She may have been the mother 
of James and John which would make her Jesus’ aunt.  Mark 16:1 “Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome brought spices so 
that they might anoint Jesus body” The purpose of the visit was to finish 
the preparation of the body for burial.  They came expecting to find his 
corpse and to have to deal with that grief. 
 
The significance of the women being the first. 
 
More detail can be found in John 20:1, 10-18.  This is verification that the 
story was not made up.  The writer otherwise would never had made up 
that the first to discover the resurrection were women. 
 
Thomas Aquinas observed, “But Christ appeared to the woman first, for 
this reason, that as a woman was the first to bring the source of death to 
man, so she might be the first to announce the dawn of Christ’s glorious 
Resurrection.”  The meaning there might mean it reflects on the fact that 
the curse of the fall though Eve and then Adam has been lifted through 
the resurrection. 
 
  



The stealth resurrection 
 
It dawned on me that a significant trait of the resurrection story is that it 
was conducted quietly in a stealth mode.   The resurrection is the launch 
of the glorious reign of the Messiah.  But Jesus did not burst from the 
tomb in a mighty display.  He did not announce himself.  The means of 
the announcement of the most important event in human history was 
word of mouth.   
 
He is sneaky throughout the story including the Emmaus incident and his 
ascension.  Even today we would prefer Christ execute His will in a 
powerful public display and so often He does not.  Why not? 
 
Notice the sequence.  The earthquake occurred and it is impossible not 
to tie this to the earthquake that occurred when he died.  I used to think 
that this earthquake happened when Jesus rose as a reaction to that.  But 
Jesus was already risen.  It was more of an announcement.  
 
The earthquake did not cause the stone to move, the angel did that. Note 
that the stone was not moved to let Jesus out. Jesus had already 
departed the tomb and the stone was still in place. I find the verbiage of 
what the angel said in verse 5-7 fascinating.  
 
Do not be afraid – much of the terror of the execution of Christ still held 
on to them.  These women witnessed it.  The word trauma is too weak 
for what they were going through. 
 
“Come and see…”  It was important that they had more than the witness 
of the angel.  He wanted them to be a witness that Jesus had risen from 
the dead.  This points to the value of this thing we call witnessing. It is 
not at all about the theory of God. It is about our experience with God. 
The angel said,  “Now I have told you”  The angel did his job, perhaps his 
only job. 



(optional) 
 
The angel – note the differences in Mark and Luke of what appears to 
be 2 angels.  John doesn’t mention the angels at all. 
 
The encounter – “Greetings”  Now there are differences in the four 
gospels of the angel or angels and who was where and when.  Mark’s 
version in 16:1-16.  The young man can easily be the angel from 
Matthew.  But Mark does not mention the “greetings” encounter in 
Matthew 28:8-10 Luke’s version in 24-1-12 mentions 2 men whose 
clothes gleamed like lightning.  - verse 4  Now to just confuse things 
earlier, John’s version in chapter 20:18  Mary is the first there but no 
mention of the other woman.  She saw the stone was moved and got 
Peter to come confirm it. 

 

The appearances of Jesus 

 
The disciples discover the resurrection. 
John 20:1-9 
 
The other disciple was John – the one that Jesus loved.  Why did John get 
that title? John did not mention himself as the other disciple, but he did 
make sure we knew he outran Peter.  Its like, “well Peter is a great 
disciple but a pitiful runner.”  
 
Note the careful description of what Peter and John found.  The burial 
clothes were very carefully folded.  This was obviously not the scene of 
a grave robbery.  You have to wonder, who folded the clothing? NIV 
study bible “The graveclothes were left as if Jesus had passed right 
through them.  The headpiece was rolled up in the shape of a head and it 
was at about the right distance from the wrappings that had enveloped 
Jesus body.” 
 



Verse 9 – They  believed but they did not understand the MEANING of 
the resurrection or why Jesus had to rise from the dead.  Why did he 
have to rise from the dead?  Why is this so important to us as the latest 
generation of disciples of the Lord? 

 
The appearance of Jesus to Mary Magdalene.   
John 20:10-18 
 
Detail – Both the angels and Jesus say “Woman, why are you crying?”  
Why that question?  I think it was a lead up question to transition her 
deep grief to explosive joy. 
 
Verse 17 is a mystery.  My study bible says that Jesus was just saying, 
no time for hugging now, we have work to do. 
 
Jesus appears to His disciples 
John 20:19-23 
 
“on the evening of the first day.”  This was the same day Jesus was 
resurrected.  The news of the miracle has barely made it to the disciples.  
They were no doubt discussing with both apprehension and excitement 
if it was true.  Remember we learned from Luke 24:11 that they did not 
initially believe the women’s report. 
 
It was good the disciples stuck together but then again, who else would 
understand their plight?  The last we saw of them was Matthew 26:56 at 
the moment of Christ’s arrest it reads, ‘Then all the disciples deserted 
Him and fled.”  That is why the doors were locked where they were 
meeting.  They were for all intents and purposes, “underground” 
 
  



Jesus appeared -  Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.”  Then only after He showed them the wounds in hands and 
side did they rejoice.  How did he get in there?  Not a hard question.  We 
learned earlier that the stone was not removed until after Jesus rose and 
disappeared from the tomb.   
 
The word describes that unseen arrival among them which preceded His 
becoming visible to them.  This strange and miraculous appearance of 
Jesus apparently was to demonstrate that resurrection bodies are not 
subject to the same limitations as our present bodies. Since we will be 
raised in the same manner as Jesus (Romans 6:4, 1 Corinthians 15:42-
45), this gives us some hint of the nature of our future body in the 
resurrection. We can scarcely say more than that John wants us to see 
that the risen Jesus was not limited by closed doors. Miraculously He 
stood in their midst. 
 

But this is not unusual for Him even during his ministry.  He exhibited the 

ability to “vanish” from time to time.  It is part of the Lordship of Christ 

to have complete mastery over the physical world.  

• Jesus calms the storm Matthew 8:23-27 

• walking on water. - Matthew 14:22-33 
 
Resolving verses 21-23.  The first words out his mouth are a commission 
to be “sent”.  Note that the blessing of peace was the first word Jesus 
has spoken to these men after they abandoned him at his arrest.  No 
doubt they expected to be held accountable. 
 
  



This is an important point.  Were the disciples expected to stand with 
him?  The theologian Charles Spurgeon called the disciples “cowardly 
and faithless”.  I am not so sure the disciples did anything wrong.   They 
were needed for the building of the church.  Important point – Jesus did 
NOT instruct them to stay and defend or stand with him.  This point is 
just as important to us as it was to those terrified disciples. 
 
We are only expected to answer a call that comes from God and nothing 
else.  This is an important principle of living in Christian community.  In 
any church we all are called upon by various ministers to perhaps do 
things such as volunteer for ministries, go on missions trips, etc.  While 
each and everyone of these is laudable, our accountability is to God and 
only he “sends”.   
 
He imparts the Holy Spirit to them.  The first step of the commission is 
the empowerment.  But then verse 23 is confusing.   To get perspective 
we remember what they are being sent to do.  They are to take the new 
covenant and the gospel to the world.  The giving of the gospel can result 
in forgiven sins.   From this time forward only the gospel will forgive sins.  
Not the law not the priest, only the gospel. As such he or she who is sent 
to  do that brings forgiveness and only that way reconciles people to God. 
 



Easter Study #8  

Emmaus and miraculous Catch of fish 

Luke 24:13-35 

John 20:1-23 

After the resurrection, Jesus lived among the disciples in his resurrection 
body for 40 days before he ascended into heaven.  This was a joyful time 
and as we end our study of Easter this year, we can share the fun and the 
joy at look at a couple of  post resurrection events, The Road to Emmaus 
and the Miraculous Catch of Fish. 
 

The Road to Emmaus 
Luke 24:13-35 

 
Mark 16:9-14 makes the briefest reference to this event. Luke presents 
a much richer description in Luke 24:13-35. 
 
Our careful chronology work tells us this event occurred the afternoon 
after the resurrection. Note that this occurred BETWEEN when he 
appeared to Mary and the other women and that night when he appears 
to the disciples. So this event was on the First Sunday after Passover. 
That was some busy day. 
 
Who are these guys?  Verse 13 just calls them “two of them”  two of 
what?  Verse 18 gives us one name – Cleopas. They had been in 
Jerusalem for the Passover no doubt and now were walking home.  They 
felt sad, disappointed, disillusioned because the one who they thought 
was to be their liberator was executed. At the same time they were more 
than confused by the news of the body of Jesus being missing. 
 
As we just discussed before, this event occurred only hours after Mary 
and the other women found the tomb and encountered Jesus.  This news 
traveled like lightning through the Jewish community. The news about 



Jesus’ crucifixion had spread throughout Jerusalem.  Because this was 
Passover week, Jewish pilgrims visiting the city from all over the Roman 
empire now knew about His death.  This was not a small insignificant 
event, affecting only the disciples.  The entire nation was interested. This 
incident continues what we have seen before, the incognito arrival of the 
Messiah.  There cannot be a more quiet and almost sneaky way Jesus 
carried out this meeting. What is our take on what Jesus was up to here?  
First of all, just hours out of the grave, he goes incognito to toy with and 
teach two disciples who knew of him only by rumor.   
 
I love verse 19 where Jesus says, “What things”.    Some have said these 
two travelers were too self-centered not to recognize Jesus.  In truth, 
Jesus caused it to be so that they never knew who they were traveling 
with.  It reminds me of Matthew 16:13-15.  I wonder if Jesus was taking 
the temperature of how his death and resurrection were being perceived 
so far. 
 

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say the Son of Man is?”14 They replied, “Some say John the 
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”15 
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

 

Also note that Jesus was fresh out of the grave and soon he will be going 
to meet with those who would be the foundation of the Church.  Yet 
Jesus takes an afternoon and to take his time and evangelize just 2 future 
disciples.  In a way like how he ministered to the thief on the cross, there 
never is a time when Jesus will not turn his attention to one person and 
give that person whatever he or she needs to come to know him. 
 
In verse 25  - does Jesus get a little snarky?  But it was all made up when 
over a meal these guys get a private teaching from Jesus himself.   They 
were leaving Jerusalem and they turned on their heels to return to report 
the sighting to the disciples. 



 

I love that phrase in verse 25 – slow of heart. It moves the agency of 

salvation from the head to the heart.  E.g.  One doesn’t have to 

understand with the mind to receive Christ as savior.  In many ways the 

head might just get in the way.  Again from one of my commentaries; 

Slow of heart to believe Jesus told them that the problem with their belief 
was more in their heart than their head. We often think the main obstacles 
to belief are in the head, but they are actually in the heart. Ought not the 
Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory? They 
should have believed what all the prophets have spoken, that the Messiah 
would suffer first and then be received in glory. 
They were common, simple men.  · They had lost hope.  · They had lost 
joy – a sense of spiritual desertion. · They had not lost desire – they still 
loved to talk about Jesus.  · They had not yet seen the necessity of the 
cross. (EWC) 

 

They returned to Jerusalem. The distance is about 7.5 miles – on foot. So 
this puts them in Jerusalem when Jesus appeared to the disciples for the 
first time in John 20:19-22.  Interesting it says the met with the 11 so 
Thomas was there but we know from that passage that he was not in the 
room when Jesus entered. 
 
That means that Thomas heard the testimony of the 2 disciples but then 
left before Jesus arrived.  We know this from the John text on Thomas 
that he was not there, and his event occurred a week later. 
 
Notes that Luke 24:36-49 is another telling of that first meeting that 
provides more detail. Notice the text is specific to say that Jesus was 
hungry, and he ate in their presence.  This was no doubt part of proving 
he was still fully human. 
 

 



The Miraculous Catch of Fish 
John 21:1-14 

 
We do not know how many days passed between the episode Sunday 
night when Jesus first encountered the disciples and this event or how 
far it was from the ascension.  John just gives us, “Afterward”. It is very 
likely that the “many other miraculous signs” in verse 30 had occurred or 
perhaps some of them.  It can probably be said with some assurance that 
Jesus and His disciples had interacted often and that on the morning of 
this event, Jesus was not present.  He was somewhere else.  
 
Should they have been fishing?   Some writers of commentaries suggest 
that this task somehow showed their lack of faith.  I have big problems 
with that viewpoint. First of all Jesus was with them for 40 days, a month 
and a half.  This was a very precious time where Jesus got to walk with 
them as their friend and Lord before His ascension.  It was a time of peace 
from a big event and to a big event.  My take on it is the Lord took 
pleasure in the sheer normalcy of what was happening.   
 
Jesus did not command them to do otherwise.  They were about the act 
of work.  Work is life and work therapeutic.  And besides that, it produces 
some fine fish dinners. This miracle clearly connects to the same kind of 
miracle Jesus did when he called his disciples.  Luke 5:1-11.  In many ways 
it was his calling card. 
 
In that fishing is often a metaphor for bringing people to Christ, this 
miracle brings out how futile that is if we do it under our own wisdom or 
power.  But when it is God who directs the fishing, the harvest is so great 
it will be impossible to contain it.  Good word to a church environment 
where we might be tempted to use the “tricks” mega churches use to 
draw crowds.  It is only real fruit if God makes it fruit. 

 
 



The Resurrection Body. 

When Jesus rose from the dead, he was in a new body that was beyond 
death.  Yet he was still quite physical.  So it is safe to say that this is the 
body of a member of the kingdom God after our resurrection.  This is a 
cause for tremendous excitement. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:20 declares that Jesus is the first fruits of the 
resurrection.   

“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who have fallen asleep.” 

He rose again in what has often been referred to as his resurrection body.   
It was a physical and yet immortal body that he ascended into heaven 
with, This strange and miraculous appearance of Jesus apparently was to 
demonstrate that resurrection bodies are not subject to the same 
limitations as our present bodies. Since we will be raised in the same 
manner as Jesus (Romans 6:4, 1 Corinthians 15:42-45), this gives us 
some hint of the nature of our future body in the resurrection. 

 
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 
of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

 
What we see in the way the Lord behaves in John 21 is a template for our 
own resurrection bodies when we are past this life and living in that state 
we often refer to as “heaven” He ate, he cooked breakfast, he enjoyed a 
good meal with the people he loved.  He was recognizable.   
 

  



Our Resurrection Bodies. 1 Corinthians 15:35,42, 49, 51-56 

 
35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body 
will they come?” 
42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is 
perishable, it is raised imperishable. 
49 And just as we have borne the image of the earthly man, so shall we bear 
the image of the heavenly man. 
51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For 
the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and 
the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with 
the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is 
written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”55 “Where, 
O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?” 

 
What we see in Jesus in these pages of the gospel John are a prototype 
of how we will be in eternity.   While much about “heaven” and the 
afterlife is mysterious and unknown, here we have some concrete 
information. We will be raised again in bodies that function as Jesus 
functioned in his 40 days after the resurrection. So what do we know? 

• His limitations were few- he could pass through walls etc. 

• He ate and enjoyed earthly pleasures as we do.  Think about this. This 
means when we are raised into our eternal bodies, we will enjoy food 
and drink much as we do now. 

• He was recognizable.  He even carried the scars of his life on earth.  
The things we went through here do not go away.  They are crowns of 
our victory over this fallen life to an eternal one. 
 

  



Closing 

We are allowed to speculate to speculate on heaven and take joy in the 

anticipation.  In I Thessalonians 5:13-18 Where Paul is talking about the 

second coming of Christ, he ends with “encourage” or comfort one 

another with these words.  It is comforting to know our loved ones who 

have passed on from this life are alive and when we see them, we will 

recognize them.  

When I taught youth on this topic lots of questions came up such as will 

I see my pet dog or cat in heaven?  It was a fun and inspiration thing to 

talk about.   I always like to point us to the small amount of revelation 

we have about our future life beyond this one. 

Revelation 21:1-4 

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the 

first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the 

Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a 

loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now 

among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, 

and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every 

tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying 

or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
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