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Returning to Jesus!
     How are we responding as the world crowds in and there is so much noise.  Everyone 
is looking for a reprieve from the stress and pressure of the current day when we should 
be looking to Jesus.  

     When Jesus was in the press of His final days on earth, before He would suffer 
immeasurably in our stead – how did His closest friends respond to the pressure?

• His 3 closest followers sleep on as Jesus faces His greatest hour of crisis.
• Judas betrays Him.
• Peter denies Him
• All of them abandon Him except for John at the cross.

     “Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 
priests and said, ‘What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to you?’ And 
they counted out to him thirty pieces of silver.  So from that time he sought 
opportunity to betray Him.”  – Matt 26:14-16 NKJV

     “Then Jesus said to them, ‘All of you will be made to stumble because of 
Me this night, for it is written:  “I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the 
flock will be scattered.”’”  – Matthew 26:31 NKJV

     “In that hour Jesus said to the multitudes, ‘Have you come out, as 
against a robber, with swords and clubs to take Me?  I sat daily with you, 
teaching in the temple, and you did not seize Me.  But all this was done that 
the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.’  Then all the disciples forsook 
Him and fled.”  – Matthew 26:55-56 NKJV

     “Now Peter sat outside in the courtyard.  And a servant 
girl came to him, saying, ‘You also were with Jesus of Galilee.’  
But he denied it before them all, saying, ‘I do not know what 
you are saying.’  And when he had gone out to the gateway, 
another girl saw him and said to those who were there, ‘This 
fellow also was with Jesus of Nazareth.’  But again he denied 
with an oath, ‘I do not know the Man!’  And a little later 
those who stood by came up and said to Peter, ‘Surely you 
also are one of them, for your speech betrays you.’  Then he 
began to curse and swear, saying, ‘I do not know the Man!’  
Immediately a rooster crowed.  And Peter remembered the word of Jesus who 
had said to him, ‘Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.’  So 
he went out and wept bitterly.”  – Matthew 26:69-75 NKJV
     There is an ache in my heart as I think of Jesus facing His greatest earthly trial and 
the weak and detached response of those He had entrusted His ministry and friendship 
with.  We must turn this question to ourselves – do we have a price?  Is there a pressure 
so great that we would leave our place with Him – that we would deny knowing Him?  
Many individuals, at various times have had to face this reality. 

     Let’s sharpen our focus, rather than on the grandiose, and look at the mundane 
routine of our lives – do we abandon him with our schedules?  Do we forsake Him with 
our decisions?  Do we deny Him with our devotion?  Suddenly it’s not so simple and not 
so easy to look with disdain upon the weakness of the humanity of the disciples.  We 
easily blame Judas the most but there were levels of denial, abandonment, desertion, 
and departure from Jesus.  He was not the only one that responded poorly under 
pressure.  However, when Judas came to the realization of his erroneous choice, his 
response was the most fatal and selfish.

     “Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been condemned, was 
remorseful and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests 
and elders, saying, ‘I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.’  And they said, 
‘What is that to us? You see to it!’  Then he threw down the pieces of silver in 
the temple and departed, and went and hanged himself.”  
 –  Matthew 27:3-5 NKJV

     Beyond his literal betrayal of Jesus, this is the biggest mistake Judas could make 
– how he responded in a time of failure.  Both he and Peter had publicly and profusely 
denied their Lord. But their responses were vastly different.  They both had remorse but 
they did not both allow that grief and remorse to work repentance and restoration in 
them.

     “Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 
sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together.  Simon Peter 
said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’  They said to him, ‘We are going with you 
also.’  They went out and immediately got into the boat, and that night they 
caught nothing.”  – John 21:2-3 NKJV  
     When it all fell apart, Peter said, “I’m going back to what I know.  I’ve disappointed 
Jesus and myself….I’m going fishing.”  Peter was a natural leader so his decision 
influenced those around him and they all headed out to sea….except what had worked 
before wasn’t working.  They caught nothing.  The allurement of the comfortable and the 
familiar will often rob us from the fulfillment, joy, and adventure of following Jesus.

     “But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet 
the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.”  – John 21:4 NKJV  
     Many times in the fog of uncertainty and the confusion of pressure, we lose our 
vision and we lose our sensitivity to the Presence of Jesus.  No matter where we wander 
or how we deviate from the way, He pursues us to call us to Himself!

     “Then Jesus said to them, ‘Children, have you any food?’  They 
answered Him, ‘No.’”  – John 21:5 NKJV  
     I love Jesus!  Jesus speaks to us in our hour of desperation, 
even if we don’t recognize how far from shore we are.  He will 
appeal to our natural circumstances, meet our present needs to gain 
our hearts.

     “And He said to them, ‘Cast the net on the right side of 
the boat, and you will find some.’ So they cast, and now they 
were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish.” 
 – John 21:6 NKJV  

     I’m sure they were all thinking – weird, this is like that other time…..

     “Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the 
Lord!’”  – John 21:7a NKJV  
     John, the only disciple found at the foot of the cross, recognized him first!  Suddenly 
clarity bursts through the disillusionment and discouragement.  Jesus is here!  

     “Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer 
garment (for he had removed it), and plunged into the sea.”  – John 21:7b NKJV  
     You have to love Peter!  He is all in no matter what!  I LOVE his gregarious response 
– he dives into the sea – he cannot wait for all the trappings of the boat to be readied; 
he cannot wait for the boat to be turned and head to shore.  He needed Jesus NOW!  He 
wanted to get to His side NOW!  He wanted to return to His beloved Savior NOW!  This 
is a beautiful example of how to respond to the calling of the Lord!  We must return to 
Jesus!  We must not wait for everything to line up or be ready!  Now is the time!

     Following the meal Jesus asked Peter three questions to repair Peter’s three 
denials.  The focus of those question was, “Do you love me more than these?”  There 
are volumes written on what “these” may be.  I believe it is open-ended for our benefit.  
The question is ours as well.  We all have “these” that challenge and vie for our love for 
Jesus!  The hour is urgent we must return to Jesus.  Our failures are inconsequential…
what matters is our response!   May our hearts burn for Jesus and find more than we 
ever dreamed!!  

❤ Burning for Him with you!   
So much love from all of us at WILD!

“After they had breakfast, 
Jesus said to Peter, 
“Simon, son of Jonah, do 
you burn with love for me 
more than these?”  
 – John 21:15a TPT



Quotes:
“Any man that is saved and sanctified can feel the fire burning in his heart, when he calls on 
the name of Jesus.” – William J. Seymour

“The spirit of prayer is for all times and occasions; it is a lamp that is to be always burning, a 
light to be ever shining: every-thing calls for it; everything is to be done in it and governed 
by it, because it is and means and wills nothing else but the totality of the soul - not doing 
this or that, but wholly given up to God to be where and what and how He pleases”

 – William Law

“I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were  
already ablaze with fiery passion for God!”   – Jesus (Luke 12:49 TPT) 

 

❤ ____ Yes, I will be an Impact Partner in prayer with W.I.L.D. Ministries to advance the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.
[Please send us any prayer requests that you may have so that we can partner together with you for change through prayer!!]

❤ ____ Yes, I want to be an Impact Partner with W.I.L.D. Ministries with a special gift of ___________.
❤ ____ Yes, I would like to be an Impact Partner with W.I.L.D. Ministries on a monthly basis with an investment of

             $5.00 _____    $10.00 _____    $25.00 _____    $50.00 _____     or    ______________.
❤_____ Please send me ____ JESUS : THE REASON FOR IT ALL! — I have enclosed my offering of _____$10.00 for CDs or   
           request digital file._______ $5.00 email:______________________
❤_____ Please send me ____ WILD Ministries’ Healing Sticker @ $1 each.
❤_____ Please send me my complimentary copy of WILD’s 2023 Confessions!!!
❤_____ Please send me my complimentary copy of WILD’s Winning Kids 2023 Confessions!!!
❤_____ Please send me the forms for submitting my monthly donations electronically!

❤  Thanks so much to you who have already so generously given! God will greatly multiply your seed!!!  ❤
All gifts are tax deductible when made payable to:  W.I.L.D. (Winning In Life Daily) Ministries.

M.O.M.:  Also check out our powerful Message of the Month!  Just click on the “Media” tab on our home page and then select “Messages of the Month” in the drop 
down menu!  This month’s message is “Lord, is it I?!”  
Where’s WILD?:  Mavis will be ministering:
	 Sunday, April 9th – 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. FCI Waseca!  Pray for these special services!
		Monday, April 24th – Friday, April 28th Foundations Theological Institute (Hermeneutics) Foundations Theological Institute – @ River of Glory 

Church, 12225 Elton Hills Drive, Rochester, MN. 
		Sunday, April 30th – 10:00 a.m. – Worship Service @ River of Glory Church, 12225 Elton Hills Drive, Rochester, MN.   

Call 507.288.2591 for more information
		Sunday, May 7th – 8:00 a.m. –  High School Rodeo Church – Lee-Mar Ranch Equine Center, 5328 Highway 212, Granite Falls, MN.
		Saturday, May 20th – 5:30 p.m. – Saturday Evening Celebration @ Life Connections Ministries, Leavenworth, KSN

WILD Ministry Update:  The WILD APP is now available in all APP stores!  WAHOOO!  
Download it today and become even more connected and have more resources at your fingertips!  We 
are so excited to be able to make this available and reach even more people with the hope and love that 
is found in knowing Jesus!  Thank you partners for making all of this possible!  We thank God for this 
opportunity to sow His Word in advancing the Kingdom of God!!!  We are pressing to expand and use 
every available means to reach this generation for His glory!!!!

We’re continuing to transition to digital newsletter and we would love to have you join us!  Scan the box with your camera, fill out 
the form and be watching your inbox – even the spam folder at first.  We will continue to send both paper and digital versions as we 
work through the transition.  Don’t wait, the sooner you get signed up the smoother our transition will be, as we are continuing to enter 
emails into our new database for communication.  Newsletters will come to your email equipped with giving and shopping options as 
well as links to lots of great resources to help you study and grow in the Lord!  Don’t Miss Out!

JESUS: THE REASON FOR IT ALL!
Jesus…simply Jesus…As the world crowds in and there is so much noise… Jesus.  Everyone is looking for a reprieve 
from the stress and pressure of the current day when we should be looking to Jesus.  The uncertainties and abnormalities 
of this season have dulled our passion and shifted our gaze.  We have substituted so many sedatives for the Savior.  He is 
the stability of our times! (Isaiah 33:6)  It is time, again, to fix our gaze on the eternal and matchless Son of God, to feel our 
hearts burn with passion and devotion for our God and King.

On-line store:  All of our products are available online!  Just click on the SHOP WILD button at the bottom of our home page.  We now have messages 
available for immediate downloadl!  Please feel free to contact us for more information or if there is a specific topic of study you are looking for.

“Focused on the Harvest Now More than Ever!!!

We need you in our corner!! It our greatest desire to answer 
the desire of Jesus’ heart that the earth would be ablaze with 
fiery passion for God!  Through transformational teaching of the 
Word of God we so love to watch hearts set ablaze – whether 
it is within the walls of a women’s prison or 
during a lecture of a Foundation’s class.  God’s 
Word literally changes lives!  Consider joining us 
financially as we continue to bring God’s Word 
through various venues with the sole purpose of 
bringing hearts closer to Him and set on fire with 
His love and Presence!
 Please join us!!


