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2.1 Statement of Faith Generally. Embark Church’s 
doctrine, religious beliefs, and religious practices are 
substantially described in this Statement of Faith as set forth in 
this Section 2 of these Bylaws. This Statement of Faith and 
associated citations to verses within the Holy Scriptures are 
not exhaustive, as the entirety of the Bible itself as described 
in Paragraph 2.02 is the sole and final source of Embark 
Church’s doctrine, religious beliefs, and religious practices for 
which Embark Church exists, and according to which Embark 
Church must always conform all of its policies, procedures, 
operations, ministries, and other affairs. 
 
2.2 Scripture. We believe that both the New and Old 
Testaments were written by humans yet inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. It provides the complete revelation of His will for the 
salvation of all people and the establishment of His Kingdom 
to come here on earth. As a result, scripture is inerrant and 
infallible in their original manuscripts, being a trustworthy 
guide for “all teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the people of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16. It is the 
believer’s rule and authority for life, guiding us in faithful 
living when culture condones thoughts, practices and ways of 
living that seek to degrade and destroy humanity. Exodus 
24:4; Numbers 23:19; Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6:6-7, 17:19; 
Joshua 8:34; Psalm 1:2, 12:6, 19:7-10, 119:11, 119:89, 
119:96, 119:105, 119:130, 119:140; Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 
34:16, 40:8; Jeremiah 15:16, 36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18, 
22:29, 24:35; Luke 21:33, 24:44-46; John 5:39, 16:13-15, 
17:17; Acts 2:16ff, 17:11; Romans 10:13-17, 15:4, 16:25-26; 1 
Corinthians 14:37; 1 Timothy 5:18; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; 
Hebrews 1:1-2, 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21, 3:14-16. 
  
2.3 Trinity. We believe in one God who simultaneously 
lives and works in the three different persons of Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. These three persons work together to guide, 
sustain and redeem God’s creation, demonstrating the 
immeasurable love He has for all men and women. Their 
interworking between Father, Son and Holy Spirit, although 
equal, is one of mutual submission and service that 
demonstrates reverence, honor and love for the others, thus 
modeling for us the pattern of human relationships. Most 
importantly, we recognize that the three-in-one nature of the 
trinity is a holy mystery. It is transcends our finite minds and 
calls us to rest in what Proverbs 3:5-6 declares, “Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will 
make your paths straight.” Genesis 1:1, 1:26, 18:14; 
Deuteronomy 10:14; 1 Kings 8:27; Job 37:16; Psalm 24:8, 
90:4, 115:3, 139:1-2, 139:4, 139:6, 139:7-10, 139:16; Isaiah 
9:6, 46:9-10, 55:9; Jeremiah 23:23-24, 32:17, 32:27; Matthew 
3:9, 3:16-17, 6:8, 10:29-30, 19:26, 28:19; Mark 1:10-11; Luke 
1:35, 1:37; Acts 17:28; 1 Corinthians 2:10-11; 2 Corinthians 

6:18; Ephesians 3:20; Colossians 1:17; Hebrews 3:7-11, 4:13; 
2 Peter 3:8; 1 John 3:20, 5:7; Revelation 1:8. 
 
2.4 God. We believe that God the Father created, 
established, ordered and continues to work in the world. As 
such, He is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent making 
Him sovereign over all. This sovereignty means everything is 
in and under His control and He providentially directs us both 
in the good of and through the bad of human life. Because we 
are finite creatures that can not understand God, we rest in 
Isaiah 55:8-9 when God proclaims, “For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the 
LORD. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.” Genesis 1:1, 2:7; Exodus 3:14, 6:2-3, 15:11ff, 
20:1ff; Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy 6:4, 32:6; 1 Corinthians 
29:10; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah 43:3, 43:15, 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10, 
17:13; Matthew 6:9ff, 7:11, 23:9, 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 
4:24, 5:26, 14:6-13, 17:1-8; Acts 1:7; Romans 8:14-15; 1 
Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 4:6; Colossians 
1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6, 12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 
John 5:7. 
 
2.5 Jesus. We believe that God the Father showed 
unfathomable love for us by entering the world in Jesus Christ 
who, being equal with God, was both fully human and fully 
divine. In Jesus, God sought to redeem humanity from the 
inescapable state of sin through His life, death and 
resurrection. Through His life, Jesus redeemed humanity by 
gathering people to Himself, teaching them how to live holy 
lives, instructing them that faith leads to eternal life and that 
we are to emulate Him. Through His death, Jesus redeemed 
humanity by transferring our sin from us to Him, took the 
death penalty of sin upon Himself and transferred our 
righteousness from Him to us. In this gracious act, one done 
independent of any action we could take, we are justified in 
the sight of God, able to come into His presence and enjoy 
eternal life. Through His resurrection, Jesus redeemed 
humanity by defeating death, destroying the power of sin and 
raising us to a new life in Jesus. Genesis 18:1ff; Psalm 2:7ff, 
110:1ff; Isaiah 7:14, 7:53, 9:6; Matthew 1:18-25, 3:17, 8:29, 
11:27, 14:33, 16:16, 16:27, 17:5, 17:27, 28:1-6, 28:19; Mark 
1:1, 3:11; Luke 1:27-35, 4:41, 22:70, 24:46; John 1:1-18, 1:29, 
8:58, 10:30, 10:33, 10:38, 11:25-27, 12:44-50, 14:7-11, 16:15-
16, 16:28, 17:1-5, 17:21-22, 20:1-20, 20:28; Acts 1:9, 2:22-24, 
7:55-56, 9:4-5, 9:20; Romans 1:3-4, 3:23-26, 5:6-21, 8:1-3, 
8:34, 10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2:2, 8:6, 15:1-8, 15:24-28; 
2 Corinthians 5:19-21, 8:9; Galatians 4:4-5; Ephesians 1:20, 
3:11, 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:13-22, 2:9; 1 
Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6, 3:16; Titus 2:13-14; 
Hebrews 1:1-3, 4:14-15, 7:14-28, 9:12-15, 9:24-28, 12:2, 13:8; 
1 Peter 2:21-25, 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9, 3:2, 4:14-15, 5:9; 2 John 
1:7-9; Revelation 1:13-16, 5:9-14, 12:10-11, 13:8, 19:16. 
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2.6 Holy Spirit. We believe God broke into our sinful 
lives in the person of the Holy Spirit who is fully God, equal 
with the Father and Son. This breaking in, independent of 
anything we have done or could do, reveals to us the reality of 
God, turns our radically self-absorbed heart and mind toward 
Him and gave us the faith to believe in the triune God. 
Ephesians 2:8. We call this God- initiated act regeneration. In 
addition to this, the Holy Spirit continues to speak and guide 
us through our hearts, people, scripture and events, spurring us 
to live a holy life and calling us to be more devoted followers 
of Jesus. This is sanctification, the continual process of 
adopting the mindset, behavior and lifestyle of Jesus. We 
believe that the gifts of the Spirit described in the New 
Testament are operative today, that individuals are given 
specific gifts and skills to be used in individual ministry and 
collectively these gifts empower the church to fulfill its calling 
and mission. Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalm 
51:11, 139:7ff; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; Matthew 1:18, 
3:11, 3:16, 4:1, 12:28-32, 28:19; Mark 1:10, 1:12, 13:11, 
16:17; Luke 1:35, 4:1, 4:18-19, 11:13, 12:11-12, 24:45, 24:49; 
John 3:8, 4:24, 14:16-17, 14:26, 15:26, 16:7-14; Acts 1:4-5, 
1:8, 2:1-4, 2:17, 2:38-39, 4:31, 5:3, 6:3, 7:55, 8:14-17, 8:39, 
10:38, 10:44-47, 11:15-17, 13:2, 15:28, 16:6, 19:1-6; Romans 
1:11, 5:5, 8:9-11, 8:14-16, 8:26-27, 12:4-8; 1 Corinthians 
2:10-14, 3:16, 12:1-31, 14:1-40; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 
1:13-14, 4:16, 4:30, 5:18; 1 Thessalonians 4:8, 5:19; 1 
Timothy 3:16, 4:1; 2 Timothy 1:5-16, 3:16, 4:14; Hebrews 
2:4, 9:8, 9:14; 1 Peter 4:10; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13, 5:6-7; 
Revelation 1:10, 22:17. 
 
2.7 Sin and Creation. We believe that God created the 
world out of nothing and deemed it good. Humans, who are 
created in His image, are the pinnacle and stewards of His 
creation. Sin however, through the willful disobedience of 
humanity, corrupted God’s good creation, utterly defaced the 
image of God in us and infected all of humanity. As a result, 
humanity lives in an inescapable state of sin that causes us to 
pursue our own self-interests rather than God.  It colors our 
thoughts, will, mind, emotions, personality and very being 
causing alienation between God and neighbor. It affects us in 
ways we cannot comprehend and instructs us, as Paul 
describes in Romans 7:14-15, to do the sin we hate versus 
living for God. It estranges us from God and because God 
cannot tolerate the defiling nature of sin in His presence it 
must be destroyed by death. Genesis 1:26-30, 2:5, 2:7, 2:18-
22, 3:1-24, 9:6; Psalm 8:3-6, 32:1-5, 51:5; Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah  
17:5; Matthew 16:26; Acts 17:26-31; Romans 1:19-32, 3:10-
18, 3:23, 5:6, 5:12, 5:19, 6:6, 7:14-25, 8:14-25, 8:29; 1 
Corinthians 1:21-31, 15:19, 15:21-22; Ephesians 2:1-22; 
Colossians 1:21-22, 3:9-11. 
 
2.8 Salvation. We believe we are granted eternal life in 
Christ alone, by grace alone and through faith alone. As a 
result, we are saved by Christ, shown grace and given faith to 

believe this. This giving of Christ, grace and faith is a work 
solely initiated by God. Humans, being completely corrupted 
in sin, are dead in their transgressions and wholly incapable of 
choosing God. Only through the saving initiation of God in the 
life of the believer are we able to seek and know God. Genesis 
3:15; Exodus 3:14-17, 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21, 4:17, 16:21-26, 
27:22-28:6; Luke 1:68-69, 2:28-32; John 1:11-14, 1:29, 3:3-
21, 3:36, 5:24, 10:9, 10:28-29, 14:6, 15:1-16, 17:17; Acts 
2:21, 4:12, 15:11, 16:30-31, 17:30-31, 20:32; Romans 1:16-
18, 2:4, 3:23-25, 4:3ff, 5:8-10, 6:1-23, 8:1-18, 8:29-39, 10:9-
10, 10:13, 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18, 1:30, 6:19-20, 15:10; 
2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:16, 2:20, 3:8, 3:13, 5:22-
25, 6:15; Ephesians 1:7, 2:8-22, 4:11-16; Philippians 2:12-13; 
Colossians 1:9-22, 3:1ff; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 Timothy 
1:12; Titus 2:11-14, 3:5; Hebrews 2:1-3, 5:8-9, 9:22, 9:24-28, 
11:1-12:8, 12:14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-
2:11; Revelation 3:20, 21:1-22:5. 
 
2.9 Church. We believe that when followers of Christ 
receive faith, they become adopted sons and daughters of God 
and are called into a community of believers. This is the 
church. These believers, tied together by the Holy Spirit, 
constitute His body on earth and through the collective 
interworking of individual gifts, further the mission of the 
kingdom of God through the church. Jesus, the head of this 
body, is the church’s source of guidance, direction, and power 
stating, “For where two or three come together in my name, 
there am I with them.” Matthew 18:20. It is in church where 
spiritual equipping and encouragement occurs, best 
accomplished through teaching, authentic relationships, 
worship and use of gifts. Matthew 16:15-19, 18:15-20, 28:19-
20; John 17:11, 17:20-23; Acts 2:41-42, 2:47, 5:11-14, 6:3-6, 
13:1-3, 14:23, 14:27, 15:1-30, 16:5, 20:28; Romans 1:7; 1 
Corinthians 1:2, 3:16, 5:4-5, 7:17, 9:13-14, 12:1-31; Ephesians 
1:12, 1:22-23, 2:14-15, 2:19-22, 3:8-11, 3:21, 4:12-13, 5:18b-
20, 5:22-32; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:18, 1:28, 3:16; 1 
Timothy 2:9-14, 3:1-15, 4:14; Hebrews 10:25, 11:4-32, 11:39-
40, 12:1, 12:23; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Revelation 2:1-3:22, 21:2-3. 
  
2.10 Sacraments. We believe that Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper, both instituted by Jesus Christ, are celebrated in God’s 
church as outward signs of an inward, invisible grace. They 
are not means of salvation but public testimonies proclaiming 
God’s grace and blessings upon His children. Baptism is the 
public profession that God, in His grace, chose us before we 
chose Him and through the sanctifying power of the Holy 
Spirit, we now seek to follow Him. The Lord’s Supper is the 
public profession that in the communal sharing of the bread 
and cup, we are aware of the saving death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, that we are called to live with one another and 
that we are to be followers of Jesus Christ. Both are signs that 
point to the inward sealing of grace upon our hearts by Jesus 
Christ. 
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2.11 Male Leadership. In keeping with the consistent 
pattern of male leadership among God’s people throughout the 
Scriptures, the selection of men as Jesus’ twelve apostles, 
biblical guidance on male leadership of the family, the 
similarity between the biblical model for the church and the 
biblical model for the family, and the traditions of the 
Christian Church throughout history, the roles of a church’s 
senior pastors and elders are to be fulfilled by men. Ephesians 
5:22-33 (describing the model for the church as similar to the 
model for the family); 1 Timothy 3:1-7 (noting that an 
overseer must be “the husband of one wife”); Titus 1:5-9 
(noting that elders must be “the husband of one wife”); see 
also 1 Timothy 2:11-14; 1 Corinthians 14:34-35. 
 
2.12 Christian Living. A person who has experienced 
salvation is united with Christ in His death and resurrection, 
having put sin behind him and being free from its power. At 
the moment of salvation, the believer is justified, or made 
right with God, and is adopted into God’s family, and the 
process of sanctification begins. Sanctification is the 
cooperative process between God and the new believer 
whereby the believer progressively becomes freer from sin as 
explained in the Scriptures and increasingly resembles the 
example of Christ. Upon trusting Jesus as God and Savior, the 
believer’s life begins to change as God works in him and as he 
continues to submit to Him. The Christian life is marked by 
obedience to the Lord and a desire to live life the way the 
Bible says. The believer should increasingly bear the fruit of 
the Spirit as listed in Galatians 5:22-23, and demonstrate faith 
through good works according to the gifts, talents, and 
abilities the Lord has provided. The believer in Christ uses the 
Scriptures for teaching, reproof, correction, and training in 
righteousness in order to be adequate and equipped for every 
good work. The believer must consistently read the Bible, as 
this is God’s primary means of speaking to the believer and 
leading them into truth and life change. The believer must 
seek instruction and accept correction, acknowledging the 
benefit of both. The believer should grow in his knowledge of 
the Bible, application of biblical truth to his life, ability to 
instruct others concerning the Bible, and correction of others 
according to the Bible as explained in Matthew 18:15-17.  The 
attitude of the believer when instructing and correcting fellow 
believers must always be one of love and humility, and never 
one of control or domination. The goal when correcting the sin 
of fellow believers is always to restore them to biblical living 
and healthy relationships with others in the Church. Regarding 
correction in cases of unrepentant sin by another, and in 
accordance with Matthew 18:17, the believer is expected to 
follow up with one or two witnesses and bring the other’s 
unrepentant sin to the Church so that the rest will be fearful of 
sinning, while reaffirming love for the fellow Christian or 
permitting sorrow to the point of repentance. Whenever 
possible, conflicts between believers should be resolved 
within the Church and according to biblical guidance, as 

lawsuits in secular courts are dishonoring to Christ and the 
Church and a defeat for the believers. The believer should 
always be quick to seek conflict resolution, as well as being 
quick to forgive completely — just as Jesus has forgiven the 
believer. Every offense should be dealt with so that bitterness 
has no opportunity to spring up and cause trouble. The 
believer must always seek to protect the integrity of the 
Church and its leadership and the honor of Christ and His 
Gospel. Leviticus 19:17; Deuteronomy 8:5; Job 5:17; Psalm 
1:2, 105:14, 118:18, 141:5; Proverbs 3:11-12, 6:23,  9:7-8, 
10:17, 12:1, 13:1, 13:18, 13:24, 15:5, 15:10, 15:12, 15:31-32, 
17:10, 19:18, 19:20, 19:25, 19:27, 21:11, 22:15, 23:12-13, 
25:12; Isaiah 1:17; Matthew 4:4, 5:1-7:29, 18:15-17, 18:21-35, 
28:19-20; Luke 17:3-4; John 8:31-32, 14:15, 14:21, 17:17; 
Acts 5:11, 9:31, 20:32; Romans 2:1-11, 6:4-14, 6:17-19, 8:1-
17, 12:1-13:14, 14:1-23, 15:5, 15:14, 16:17-20; 1 Corinthians 
1:30, 4:21-5:13, 6:1-8, 6:11, 6:13, 6:18-20, 9:27, 11:32, 12:12-
26, 13:1-13; 2 Corinthians 2:5-11, 3:18, 5:11, 6:14-18, 7:1, 
7:8-11, 10:5; Galatians 4:5, 4:16, 5:16-24, 6:1-2; Ephesians 
1:5, 4:1-6:20; Philippians 1:9-10, 2:12-13, 3:9-14, 4:4-9; 
Colossians 1:10, 1:28, 2:5, 3:5-4:6; 1 Thessalonians 
4:3-12, 5:11-23; 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 3:6-15; 1 Timothy 
1:5, 1:19, 3:1-13, 4:1-8, 5:17-22; 2 Timothy 1:7, 2:15, 
2:20-21, 3:16-17, 4:2; Titus 1:7-9, 1:13, 2:15, 3:10-11; 
Hebrews 3:13, 5:11-14, 10:24-25, 12:1-2, 12:4-11, 
12:14-15, 13:20-21; James 1:2-27, 2:14-26, 5:19; 1 Peter 
1:2, 1:13-25, 2:2, 2:11-5:11; 2 Peter 1:3-11; 1 John 1:3-8, 
2:15-17, 3:3-10, 4:7-13, 4:19-21, 5:1-5, 5:18; 2  John 
1:7-11; Revelation 3:19. 
 
(a) Gender. In Genesis, the Bible describes how “God 
created man in His own image” according to His own likeness, 
and “created them male and female.” God specifically 
designed the complementary roles of the man and the woman, 
saying after creating the man that “It is not good for the man 
to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.” God 
blessed the man and the woman, and considered them very 
good. After the man and the woman disobeyed God and ate 
fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, God 
cursed the man and the woman with curses particular to the 
man and to the woman. He cursed the woman with greatly 
multiplied pain in childbirth, and a desire for her husband who 
would rule over her. He cursed the man by cursing the ground 
with thorns and thistles, and causing the man to sweat and toil 
in order to eat the plants of the field. Throughout the 
remainder of the Scriptures, God demonstrated his divine 
plans for the different identities, curses, roles, and 
responsibilities that He assigned to the man and to the woman, 
such as in marriage. As the potter fashions clay according to 
his will, God’s imprint of male or female attributes upon each 
man or woman is part of God’s sovereign will for each person, 
“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my 
mother’s womb.” Genesis 1:26-31, 2:15-17, 2:18-25, 3:16-19, 
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5:1-2; Psalm 139:13; Isaiah 45:9, 64:8; Jeremiah 18:6; 
Romans 9:20-21. 
 
(b) Marriage. The Scriptures teach that the marriage 
covenant shall be reserved only for one man with one woman. 
God the Creator decided that the man should not be alone, and 
specifically fashioned the woman as the suitable helper for the 
man, made the woman from a part of the man and in the 
woman made the man complete, designed sexual union to be 
with a husband cleaving to his wife as one flesh, bestowed His 
divine blessing upon the unity of a man and a woman, gave 
the man and the woman the ability to fulfill His charge to be 
fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth, and ordained the 
pattern for human life that a man and a woman would join in 
this marriage covenant and cleave to each other as one flesh. 
The Lord designated specific duties for the holy unity between 
a man and a woman, instructing the husband to love his wife 
as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself up for her, and 
instructing the wife to be subject to the husband in everything 
and to submit to him as unto the Lord. No other relationship 
can ever be the holy unity between one man and one woman 
established by the Creator, which the Apostle Paul frequently 
compared to the holy unity of Christ and the Church, and man 
has no authority to alter the divine order of the marriage 
covenant between one man and one woman, or to separate 
what God has joined together. Genesis 1:27, 1:28, 2:18-24; 
Matthew 19:1-12; Romans 7:2; 1 Corinthians 7:1-40; 
Ephesians 5:22-33; Colossians 3:18-19. 
 
(c) Sexuality. The Scriptures limit the expression of 
human sexuality to the marital relationship of one man with 
one woman, which is the only legitimate and acceptable 
sexual relationship. Genesis 2:24; Exodus 20:14; Leviticus 
20:10-21; Deuteronomy 5:18; Proverbs 5:3-5, 5:8-13, 7:21-27; 
Matthew 5:27, 19:18; Luke 18:20; Romans 1:26-27, 13:9; 1 
Corinthians 6:9-10, 6:18, 10:8; Galatians 5:19; 1 
Thessalonians 4:1-8; Hebrews 13:4; James 2:11; Jude 7. 
 
2.13 Last Things. God has appointed a day when He will 
judge the world. On that day, God will demonstrate His mercy 
by eternal salvation for all who have responded to faith in 
Christ, and will demonstrate His justice by eternal damnation 
in Hell for those who have not responded to faith in Christ. 
Isaiah 2:4, 11:9; Matthew 7:13-14, 7:21-23, 16:27, 18:8-9, 
19:28, 22:13-14, 24:27, 24:30, 24:36, 24:44, 25:31-46, 26:63-
64; Mark 8:38, 9:43-48; Luke 12:40, 12:48, 13:24-28, 16:19-
31, 17:22-37, 21:27-28, 24:16, 24:36, 24:39; John 2:19-21, 
14:1-3, 20:26-28, 21:4; Acts 1:9-11, 17:31, 24:15; Romans 
14:10; 1 Corinthians 4:5, 15:24-28, 15:35-58; 2 Corinthians 
5:10; Philippians 1:21-23, 3:20-21; Colossians 1:5, 3:4; 1 
Thessalonians 4:14-18, 5:1ff; 2 Thessalonians 1:7ff, 
2:1-17; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1, 4:8; Titus 2:13; 
Hebrews 9:27-28, 10:26-31; James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7ff; 1 
John 2:28, 3:2; Jude 1:14; Revelation 1:7, 1:18, 3:11, 

20:1-22:13. 


