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Why does one man get to stand up there and tell me what the Bible
says? 
Should they preach every week? (some weeks we just have music?)
What is difference in a person teaching a Sunday school class and a
preaching? 

Do we understand why preaching is a central part of the service? 
 

LEADERS ASK: Have you ever considered WHAT preaching actually is or
should be? 

LEADERS READ: Preaching is expanding the scriptures in the Bible and
explaining them on God's behalf (57). 2 Timothy 4:2 explains that it is "to
reprove, rebuke, and exhort with complete patience and teaching."
Preaching is authoritative and should be respected as so. 

LEADERS EXPLAIN: If a person is called to be a pastor then they are
called to do these things mentioned in 2 Timothy 4. They are a
mouthpiece for Christ himself. This seems to carry a LOT of weight and
responsibility. Does this concern you that a sinful human being is
responsible for preaching the very word of God? It should - what we
mean by that is just because a person has the title pastor means they
are exempt from accountability, confession of sin, discipleship, etc. 

Mark Dever, the pastor at Capitol Hill Baptist church explains that the
pastor's job is like a mail carrier, they are to deliver the mail. On page 59
the author explains it's not the mailman's job to open your mail, write a
few notes, sort your mail and then deliver it.They simply are to deliver it.
This is what our pastor's should do. Deliver God's Word to US!  NOT their
opinions no matter how wise they may be.   
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Get a piece of paper out or dry erase board - name someone as the
recorder and write down the answers 
Pretend you are placed on a search team and asked to find a pastor,
answer the following questions: 

What kind of personality characteristics should they have? 
What sort of education should they have?
What style of preaching is important to grow your church?
What age should they be? Is marriage and kids necessary? 

LEADERS ASK: So how are we supposed to know if a pastor is preaching
what the text says or if it is more their opinion? Do you believe that
there are pastors who use scripture in the sermons but are not being
faithful to the scripture?  

ANSWER: One indicator is how a pastor preaches the Bible. There is
nothing wrong with topical type sermons at times, however, a steady
diet of topical type preaching can quickly become more about the
pastor's latest opinion, cause they may be pursuing at the moment etc.
Expositional preaching where a pastor goes through books of the Bible
methodically leaves extremely less room for casting their own opinion or
wisdom into the subject of the verses of Scripture. So instead of the
pastor coming up with a creative topic and then going to find the
scripture to back that topic, they are allowing the Scriptures to dictate
their subject matter. 

LEADERS ASK: What pastor's do you listen to when you aren't listening
to Westwood's pastors? (Don't judge these answers publicly) 

GROUP ACTIVITY: (LEADERS DO NOT HELP THEM BY FINDING
SCRIPTURE OR OTHER GUIDES TO THIS, LET THEM JUST DO IT)
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LEADERS ASK: Do the people in your families, especially your kids, know
the importance of the a pastor who preaches the Bible faithfully and
with great conviction?

LEADERS SAY: Part of this chapter focuses on the fact that we are not
just hearers alone of the Word. We are to be digesting the preaching and
also teaching it to ourselves and others around us. If we are not sharing
the inspiration and conviction that the sermons bring to us then we are
not living communally with others in Gospel community and that
especially includes our own kids!  

Challenge for this week: Take the verses that Pastor preached on this
morning and use them as a devotional guide for you and your family this
week. Read the entire passage every day and pray that God would show
you your sin in the text and show you how you can use the text to
encourage others.  

 


