
RISING IN A FALLING WORLD: Embracing the Process 
"And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men." Luke 2:52 NASB
Required Reading: "Just Jesus," Chapter 3: His Early Years
Primary Text: Luke 2:44–52 (49)
Supporting Text: 1 Samuel 2:26 (context: 1 Sam 2:12ff; 3:1–11)I.
The Situation: The Mandate of the "Increase"
Big Idea: True maturity is a four-dimensional ascent. Following Jesus means inviting His lordship into every measure of our humanity—intellectual, physical, spiritual, and social.
The Proposition: If the perfect Son of God submitted Himself to a thirty-year season of measurable "increase" before His three-year ministry, then intentional growth is not an optional "add-on." It is the essential preparation for our purpose.
The Complication: The Gravity of the Fall
In a "falling world," we are constantly fighting spiritual and moral gravity. Growth is not the default; drift is. 
· Unbalanced growth is unsustainable growth! If we rise in one pillar while falling in another, our influence will eventually collapse under the weight of our own inconsistency.
We face three specific complications that hinder our "rising":
1. Fragmentation: We grow in one area while rotting in another (e.g., growing in Biblical knowledge/Wisdom while becoming socially toxic/losing Favor with man).
2. Performance Over Identity: We prioritize "doing" (public ministry) while neglecting the "hidden years" of character formation (Favor with God).
3. The Fragile Vessel: We pursue spiritual heights but ignore "Stature" (physical and mental health), leading to burnout.
The Resolution: The Nazareth Principle
To "rise" effectively, we must adopt the same integrated process Jesus used during His silent years in Nazareth.
“And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom…”
 Pillar 1: Wisdom (Intellectual). Seeking God’s perspective over the world’s noise= Growing Down 
Question: What are you reading/studying that transforms your thinking?
 Pillar 2: Stature (Physical). Stewarding the body as a temple for God’s mission=Growing Up
"And Jesus kept increasing in…stature…”
Question: Are you resting and fueling the vessel God gave you?
Pillar 3: Favor with God (Spiritual). Cultivating a secret life of prayer and obedience=Growing In
"And Jesus kept increasing in… favor with God…”
Question: Is your private devotion deeper than your public reputation?
Pillar 4: Favor with Man (Social). Building bridges of integrity and grace= Growing Out
"And Jesus kept increasing in…favor with man…”
Question: Are you growing in your ability to love and lead people?
Discovery & Daily Application
· What does this teach us about the value of "slow growth"?
· In which of the four pillars are you currently "falling" (neglecting)?
Next Step: What is one specific habit you can implement this week to "increase" in that neglected area?
Statement of Growth: Rising in a falling world isn't about reaching perfection by Friday. It’s about the steady, daily "increase" that comes from walking in step with the Spirit. You are not growing to earn God’s love; you are growing because you are already His beloved.
