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	AMAZING GRACE
CONNECTIONS
Faith  >   Family  >   Community



Grace Lutheran Church of Lily Lake
5N600 Hanson Rd, St. Charles, IL  60175
Pastor David Mercurio

	
Worship every Sunday
At 9:30 am & celebration of HOly CommUNION

· August   2 – Indoor Worship, and Coffee Hour
· August   9 – Outdoor Worship
· August 16 – Indoor Worship 
· August 23 – Outdoor Worship
· August 30 -  Indoor Worship




	  SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE GIVEN OF THEIR TIME, TALENT & GIFTSThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

· Nancy Burtnette, Nancy Corbige and Nancy Schnaitman and the Rebecca Circle for hosting the Picnic/Bingo event in July.
· Ken Kusch for retrofitting hanging rods for the racks we use for clothing donations, his time, talent and hardware/materials donations.
· Norm Turner for his donation of postage stamps for the church office.
· Nancy Schnaitman and Linda Smykowski for coordinating our rummage sale donations to Wayside Cross Ministries.
· Janice Munice and all who helped with and supplied food for the kids event on August 1st.
· To all of you who help around the church on a regular basis, cleaning, mowing, making copies, working on committees, greeting visitors, assisting with worship and …much more.
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With great interest (and a greater amount of discouragement), I have been reading a lot lately about the state of public education in America. To listen to frontline teachers in the classroom, students have become unruly, disrespectful, and downright violent. They have zero attention spans, no critical thinking skills, and absolutely no interest in learning. Many are illiterate or are reading at a grade level far below the grade they are in and have little to no math skills. And this problem isn’t isolated to poor, inner-city schools. It crosses all socioeconomic barriers across the country. And these behaviors are showing up in first grade through college!

What effect is this antisocial behavior having on the school system?  According to the National Education Association, the gap between education job openings and hires is the largest it has ever been because teachers have been leaving the profession in droves, in addition to retirements. Qualified new teachers are getting harder to find as the reputation of the classroom experience continues to deteriorate. To compound the problem, because much of a school’s funding is driven by student metrics, no student is held back, every student receives exemplary grades, (regardless of merit), and standardized testing has been abandoned, even for college entrance.

What has been causing this behavior? COVID lockdowns didn’t help any, but we are years past that fiasco now, yet there is no letting up in unruly behavior. The two biggest drivers seem to be poor parenting and excessive screen time. Young parents are not teaching discipline to their children anymore. They either baby them, trying to remove every difficulty out of their lives, or they ignore them, letting the world raise them. Tablets, cell phones, computers, video games, and social media have all captured these young minds and turned them into mush. Research has shown through brain scans that young minds are physically and permanently being altered by excessive media activity.  Where is the national media outrage over this problem?! The ill effect on the credibility of our education system is bad enough, but more importantly, what effect will this have on our country? Not to sound alarmist, but I think this is an existential threat to our nation. In our near future, expected to be infused with a heavy reliance on robotics and AI, the only real jobs left will require critical thinking skills and strong computational abilities. At our current trajectory, we will soon have an entire generation of young adults who are illiterate, undisciplined, and unemployable. The only partial solution will be some type of guaranteed income. That might keep most out of soup kitchens, but how will they spend their time? Starting small businesses and reading poetry? I think not. More likely there will be an explosion of addictions, suicides, and more violence. They will also become slaves to the hands that feed them, the State. And the State will never voluntarily give up its newfound power, which means the end of democracy.

I so hope I am wrong about this and that the current trend can be reversed before it’s too late. In the meantime, what can we as Christians do? First, continue to pray for teachers, school administrators, and young parents, that all will do the right thing to raise a generation of responsible adults. If you have children or grandchildren, spend quality time with them, away from all electronics. Read with them. Help them with their homework. Teach them respect. Chase them outside to play.  All this is another sign that as people walk away from God, He will turn them over to their own evil desires (Romans 1:28-32). It was the Church that championed education from its start, and maybe now is the time for the Church to step up and retake the lead in this effort. I see so much opportunity for the Church to build schools with traditional curriculum, teaching reading, writing, and arithmetic, all without any technology, at the same time imbuing Christian values into its students. My fear is that this effort might be too little, too late. Pray that God continues to show us the mercy that we need, and not the condemnation that we deserve.

Pastor’s Hours:  Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays plus Sundays and as needed & by appointment.

	VISION TEAM REPORT
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact a Vision Team member: 
Dallas Peters (President), Steve Butcher, Cathy Lindquist, Nancy Schnaitman, & Lee Strom 
 At their July meeting the Vision Team:
· Approved minutes and treasurer’s reports
· Pastor reported on his visits to shut-ins.
· We have hired a new, third preschool teacher as we have a much larger enrollment.
· Approved $200 for VBS program materials for the 2027 VBS as they are available now.
· On July 1st, the American Eagle Bank where Grace has its accounts (including the Mortgage) has been merged into Michigan State University Federal Credit Union.  There will be transitions for various vendors and accounts.
· Our payroll processing company is also transitioning to a new company.
· Very few Pastor evaluation forms have been received.
· Grace will once again participate in the Elburn Days Parade on August 21st.



	FINANCIAL MATTERS – JUNE 2026
Summer months are upon us; generally our giving donations trend downwards for a month or two and the numbers noted below reflect what we anticipated.  Your continued donations are a blessing to Grace and allow a variety of our ministries to continue to help serve our community.
Brief recap of JUNE financials:

			June 2026		Year to date 2026		Year to date 2025
	INCOME     $ 12,449		$  167,395            		$ 162,838
	EXPENSES 	$ 17,454		$  146,774           		$ 120,521 
	NET +/-    -$  5,005		$    20,621           		$   42,317

I pray for continued blessings upon our Grace family.  Tricia Painter, Treasurer



	[image: A group of colorful people

Description automatically generated]	         
	    REBECCA CIRCLE
Rebecca Circle will meet on Tuesday, August 18th at
1pm in Fellowship Hall.  Food Pantry items are always needed: shelf stable juices, jars of spaghetti sauce, apple sauce and ketchup.
Women of Grace who are interested in joining the Rebecca Circle,
 please contact Twyla Strom or Kathy Hooey for more information.
Twyla, 847-977-5891 or Kathy, 630-341-2293




	NOISY OFFERING  Every Sunday we collect a “noisy offering” when you wish to empty your change purse or pockets.  We are currently collecting for maintenance items.  Thank you.




FALL RUMMAGE SALE ADVANCE INFO
Our fall rummage sale will be held on October 2nd and 3rd with set up on Sept. 30th and Oct. 1st.
We ask that anyone wanting to donate any furniture or garage items to please contact Linda or Tricia.  Please do not just bring them to church OR put items in the garage without contacting them.  
Please hold all items until the Sunday prior to the sale as we do not have storage space in the building.  If you have clothing donations, please contact Cara Turner for further into.  Thank you!

	PRESCHOOL NEWS from Janice Muncie, Director
Grace Lutheran Church Preschool takes place every Monday and Wednesday from 9:15am to 1:15pm during the school year.  We will be adding a 2 year old class on Tuesdays from 8:45am to 10:45am in the fall of 2026.  We are full for the Monday/Wednesday class with one on the waiting list.  We have 8 signed up for the 2 year old class (maximum is 8).  A third teacher has been hired due to the increase in registered students for the 2026-2027 school year.  
Thank you God for continuing to expand this program.
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The next Roadrunners trip is scheduled for September
21-25 (or 26), 2026.  We will be going to Frankenmuth, 	 Michigan.  Check with Suzanne Girsch for availability.



MISCELLANOUS INFORMATION
· SPECIAL TECH NEED: Are you familiar with IT / computer technology / streaming ??  We are asking  for several people to become familiar with or learn the technology that we use to record our church services. ~ contact Pastor or Tricia Painter 
· The Finance Team is looking for volunteers to sign up as counters (counting our weekly offerings after worship).  Please see Linda Smykowski or Tricia Painter.

	CONTACTS:  For emergencies, please contact the church office at 630-365-6751.  For prayer requests or other needs please call Kathy Hooey at 630-341-2293 or leave a message at the church office, 630-365-6751.  Messages are checked daily at noon & 5 pm.



	Information for the September newsletter will be due by August 25th– please send items to Marty Bradley at masbradley50@gmail.com.    Thank you
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