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	AMAZING GRACE
CONNECTIONS
Faith  >   Family  >   Community



Grace Lutheran Church of Lily Lake
5N600 Hanson Rd, St. Charles, IL  60175
Pastor David Mercurio

	Worship every Sunday
At 9:30 am & celebration of HOly CommUNION

· July   5 – Indoor Worship, and Coffee Hour
· July 12 – Outdoor Worship in the pavilion
· July 19 – Indoor Worship 
· July 26 – Outdoor Worship
Outdoor worship continues on the second and fourth Sundays of July (12 & 26), and August (9 & 23) and will occur only if the weather is dry and not extremely hot.  On the first and third Sundays and the fifth Sunday in August, we will worship inside in the sanctuary with coffee hour on the first Sundays.



	[image: ]REBECCA CIRCLE ANNUAL PICNIC AND BINGO
TUESDAY, JULY 21ST AT NOON IN FELLOWSHIP HALL

All are welcome, women, men and kids too!  Please RSVP by July 19th on the sign-up board in the Gathering Area inside the church front door. An option is to call the church office and leave a message with your RSVP at 630-365-6751.  There will be chicken (provided by the Circle), salads, desserts and beverages.  Please sign up to bring a salad or dessert.  Also, bring a “white elephant” item with you (in a gift bag or wrapped) that can be used as a prize during Bingo. This event is always a lot of fun!  
We look forward to seeing you there!
Grace Rebecca Circle
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After many years, I am re-reading an ancient text, The Didache (pronounced Di’-da’kay), a small book about the same length as Galatians. Didache means “teaching” in Greek, and the book is also known as “The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles.”  Scholars date the book to the first century A.D., and it is not a book about doctrine or beliefs, but a handbook on actual liturgical practices of the early church.  The book covers how to live righteously, rituals such as baptism and the Lord’s Supper, how to treat prophets and teachers, and the return of Jesus.  Given all the controversy that the modern church agonizes over regarding different methods of baptizing (from sprinkling to full body immersion), interestingly The Didache says  this:  Baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit in running water (a river?).  If you do not have running water, then baptize in still water.  The water shall be cold, [or fresh] (a lake?), but if you do not have cold water, then use warm, [or stagnant] (a tub?).   If you have neither, then just pour water on the head three times in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The instruction goes on to say that both the one who is being baptized, as well as the one who baptizes, should fast before the baptism for “a day or two!”  It also instructs that the bread and wine should only be given to the baptized.  Why am I reading this? For one, it’s fascinating to me to see how the church closest to the time of Jesus actually worshipped and to see how closely we have remained in those same practices even after two thousand years.  (I admit, I do not fast before I baptize).  This is tradition. 

The word tradition comes from two Latin words, “trans” (across) and “dare” (to give), so to give across, to deliver, to hand over for safekeeping.  Any tradition involves two parties: one who hands off, or teaches the old, established ways, and one who receives it.  In my role as pastor, I want to be diligent and true to the Christian tradition as one who is “handing over” to you that which has come before us.  Historically, the process has been fluid and an accepted function of life.  But these days, the world is in flux.  Many potential receivers of tradition today do not want to take up the baton being handed to them.  They have been led to believe that many of our most cherished traditions, Christianity included, are evil and need to be torn down in order to be rebuilt under a new world order.  Don’t believe me? Remember the bicentennial of 1976?  How proud we were to be remembering two hundred years as a nation.  The excitement and preparation started a year before the event, and the entire country exploded in joyful celebration on July 4.  In contrast, as of this writing, we are two weeks away from our 250th anniversary, and it’s almost impossible to find any mention of it or planned celebration, as if we should be ashamed of all that has gone before us.

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord and respect our traditions.  Please continue to stand with me as we honor God and country as our forefathers taught us.
Blessings to you.
Pastor’s Hours:  Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays plus Sundays and as needed & by appointment.

	
VISION TEAM REPORT
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact a Vision Team member: 
Dallas Peters (President), Steve Butcher, Cathy Lindquist, Nancy Schnaitman, & Lee Strom 
 At their June meeting the Vision Team:
· Approved minutes and treasurer’s reports
· The newly elected Bishop of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod is Pastor Erik Christensen.
· Discussed and approved a preschool scholarship program: providing 2 $1000 per year (50% reduction in tuition); requestees will be interviewed for eligibility, Preschool Board will approve and pass information on to the Vision Team for final approval.  If additional scholarships are needed, funds will have to be donated.
· Tech info: Working on updating our older server.
· Capital Improvement savings account balance is $1,545 after paying for the masonry work.
· American Eagle Bank which holds our mortgage and other accounts is being acquired by Michigan State Credit Union.  Dallas will meet with the president of AEB about future negotations.
· Left over household goods and furniture from the Rummage Sale are being donated to the Aurora Wayside Cross Mission who will come and pick up the items.
· Discussed replacement of blinds throughout the building.  Rebecca Circle is also working on this.




	FINANCIAL MATTERS – MAY 2026
We are in the midst of our summer months – vacations, traveling, etc. We pray for your safe journeys, refreshment and renewal. Prayerfully reminding our members to continue your tithes, time and talents throughout these summer months.  Our current bank for all of Grace’s financial accounts, American Eagle Bank, has
announced they are being acquired by Michigan State University Federal Credit Union (MSUFCU) – proposed for July 1, 2026. The transition of account (including change of account #, checks, etc.) will take place over the next several months. I (Tricia) ask for your patience during this transition time - thank you !

Brief recap of May financials:

			May 2026		Year to date 2026		Year to date 2025
	INCOME     $ 65,265*		$  154,946            		$ 146,602 **
	EXPENSES 	$ 28,089		$  119,573           		$   99,923 
	NET +/-    	$ 37,176		$    35,373           		$   46,679
· Received large donation		**Includes two memorials

Submitted by Tricia Painter, Treasurer

	
GETTING TO KNOW the MARK, HEIDI 
AND NATHAN ANDERSON FAMILY+

Our family has deep roots in Grace:  Mark is a 3rd generation, lifelong member of Grace.  But for us, it's not just "following in the footsteps " of the past generation.  We feel connected to God through the ministry and the people of Grace.  Over the years, we have served in different volunteer roles, which is so rewarding. To keep our heart and mind refilled with Christ, we need our weekly "Word of God", which is "The Bread of Life".  Through the Sunday Service, communing with fellow members, and volunteering, we refresh our Faith.
We have had many wonderful Sunday School teachers, Confirmation teachers, Youth Group leaders, music leaders, and Pastors, that have blessed our children with knowledge and faith tools needed to begin a personal relationship with Christ.  Three of our four children and their families all live within 20 minutes of us. 
 
-Reid and Alicia are in Sycamore.  Their boys, Boyd-13 and Wyatt-9, are active in sports, football, card collecting, fishing, biking, swimming, Legos, reading, and arts and crafts.  They all enjoy being outdoors.
-Christen and John are in Burlington.  Finnegan-6 and Cameron-4 1/2 absolutely adore their 5mo old baby sister, Quinn.  They enjoy being outdoors, camping, swimming, biking, soccer, BMX, card collecting, gardening, tending to their chickens, and doing arts and crafts.  
Nolan and Ashley are in Hampshire.  Their daughter Alahna-4 1/2 loves being outdoors: biking, climbing, drawing with sidewalk chalk, gardening, riding in the tractor with Nolan, animals, playing "make believe", and arts and crafts. 
Nathan will begin his second year at Columbia College Chicago studying Graphic Design. He has adapted from farm life and small Christian schools to City life incredibly well.  His Faith helped him with dorm life and roommates. He will turn 20 at the end of September.  Nathan still enjoys playing the game of Pokémon and collecting the cards. The artwork of the cards is very creative!  He enjoys photography, drawing, computer games, and his budgie parakeet, Benji. 

We enjoy the friendships and fellowships we have had and do have at Grace.  We look forward to continuing our future growth in Christ and our church’s future growth together with our community. 
As each one of us is a part of the Body of Christ, we feel drawn to be a part of the Church to complete us. 
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         REBECCA CIRCLE

Rebecca Circle Annual Picnic and Bingo
 (Fellowship Hall) Tuesday, July 21, 2026, begins at Noon.

The next Circle Meeting will be on Tuesday, August 18th at 1pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Donations of Food items for the Elburn Food Pantry are always welcome – Shelf stable juices – orange, cranberry, apple, grape – both regular and low sugar are always in low supply.
Women of Grace who are interested in joining the Rebecca Circle, please contact Twyla Strom or Kathy Hooey for more information.
Twyla, 847-977-5891 or Kathy, 630-341-2293




	REQUEST: If anyone would like to purchase/donate postage stamps to the church office (before prices to up on July 12th to .82) please drop them off in the church office, Attention: Tricia.  Thank you.

SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE GIVEN OF THEIR TIME, TALENT & GIFTS
· Mitch Hendry for repairs on some tables in Fellowship Hall and a small children’s rocking chair.
· Ken Kusch for his electrical wiring repairs on our large AC unit outside of the kitchen doors.
· Dallas Peters, Lee Strom, Tom Siuchninski, and Ian Engberg for lighting replacements in the sanctuary.
· For everyone who is assisting with the set-up for outdoor worship.
· Sunday School teachers for all their ministry in the past school year: Janice Munice, Pat Penfold, Natalia Diehl, Nancy Burtnette and Nancy Corbige.



	PRESCHOOL NEWS from Janice Muncie, Director
Grace Lutheran Church Preschool takes place every Monday and Wednesday from 9:15am to 1:15pm during the school year.  We will be adding a 2 year old class on Tuesdays from 8:45am to 10:45am in the fall of 2026.  We are full for the Monday/Wednesday class with one on the waiting list.  We have 8 signed up for the 2 year old class (maximum is 8).  Thank you God for continuing to expand this program.

	HABITAT FOR HUMANITY (HFH) - POTTAWATOMIE
Grace Lutheran is a partnership church.  Nancy Corbige, our representative to Habitat for Humanity, reports that the house at 1417 Dean Street, St. Charles is essentially finished except for final inspection and issuing of occupancy permit.  The House Blessing has not yet been scheduled.  Habitat’s bank account is over $57,000 which is well above our $35,000 per build goal.  There are currently no slated properties for build in the Pottawatomie Partnership HFH area at this time.
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The next Roadrunners trip is scheduled for September
21-25 (or 26), 2026.  We will be going to Frankenmuth, 	 Michigan.  Check with Suzanne Girsch for availability.



	NOISY OFFERING  Every Sunday we collect a “noisy offering” when you wish to empty your change purse or pockets.  We are currently collecting for maintenance items.  Thank you.



MISCELLANOUS INFORMATION
· SPECIAL TECH NEED: Are you familiar with IT / computer technology / streaming ??  We are asking  for several people to become familiar with or learn the technology that we use to record our church services. ~ contact Pastor or Tricia Painter 
· The Finance Team is looking for volunteers to sign up as counters (counting our weekly offerings after worship).  Please see Linda Smykowski or Tricia Painter.

	CONTACTS:  
For emergencies, please contact the church office at 630-365-6751.  For prayer requests or other needs please call Kathy Hooey at 630-341-2293 or leave a message at the church office at 630-365-6751.  Messages are checked daily at noon & 5 pm.



	Information for the August newsletter will be due by July 25th– please send items to Marty Bradley at masbradley50@gmail.com.    Thank you




Frances of Assisi is often throught to have said, “Preach the gospel.  Use words if necessary.” Our lives are the only Bible some people will ever read.  God is still speaking, and God’s word to us is LOVE.”This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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