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	AMAZING GRACE
CONNECTIONS
Faith  >   Family  >   Community



Grace Lutheran Church of Lily Lake
5N600 Hanson Rd, St. Charles, IL  60175
Pastor David Mercurio

	Worship every Sunday
At 9:30 am WITH celebration of HOly CommUNION
· November   1 – Worship and Sunday School with Coffee Hour
· November   8 – Worship, followed by a Special Congregational Meeting to be held in the sanctuary immediately following worship.  The purpose of the meeting is to accept the 2025 Audit.  Please plan to attend to make sure we have a quorum.
· November 22 – Worship and Sunday School
· November 22 at 7 pm– Community Thanksgiving Service at Grace followed by coffee and dessert
· November 29 – Worship
Sunday School for 3 years through 5th grades every 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month.




LOOKING AHEAD
· Rebecca Circle meeting Nov. 17th, 1 pm at Grace.
· Thanksgiving Community Worship at Grace on Sunday, November 22nd at 7 pm.  Coffee and dessert following the service.
· The new church year begins on November 29th, the first Sunday in Advent.
· December 1st Rebecca Circle Christmas Luncheon at Sorrentos at noon.  Women and men welcome.  Registration/payment due by November 17th – make checks out to Grace Lutheran Church.
· Cookie Walk/Christmas Market on December 12th, 9am-1pm. Candice Verner is the contact.
· December: ELCA God’s Good Gifts giving opportunities available through the end of the year.  Catalog/tree in gathering room.
· New Year’s “eve” family event at Grace on Thursday, December 31st from 10am – 1 pm. 
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You may remember that I had announced last month I was taking a weekend off to go “glamping” in an RV at the Warren Dunes in MI. You may also be wondering why I rented an RV (I’m allergic to sleeping on the ground and the prospect of getting up in the middle of the night and walking half a block to a public latrine just
did not appeal to me), and how the trip went.  Despite the fact that I would have
preferred two nights at the Four Seasons in New York City, I admit I did have a
great time.  The leaves were changing colors; the air was fresh; Lake Michigan was a
shimmering blue; and the weather was just perfect.  I couldn’t help thinking of the
hymn “How Great Thou Art,” written by a Swedish pastor, Carl Boberg, in 1886.
Listen to verse 2:
	When thru the woods; And forest glades I wander
	And hear the birds; Sing sweetly in the trees,
	When I look down; From lofty mountain grandeur
	And hear the brook; And feel the gentle breeze,
	Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee;
	How great Thou art, How great Thou art!
When one is face-to-face with God’s creation, how can one deny an intelligent design?  Those who “follow the science” to the exclusion of acknowledging God believe the universe came about after a cosmic explosion, followed by billions of years of random celestial and biological evolution, ordo ab chao, (order from chaos). 

But if one believes in evolution, when and why did it suddenly stop?  Why don’t we see cats growing elephant tails or alligators born with human hands?  And if nature
is truly random, how is it that God’s perfect design can consistently be seen in every living creature?  Why do birds and fish move in perfect unison at rapid speeds?  How do most animals know how to walk, swim, and eat immediately after birth with no apparent training or communication from their mothers?  Can we truly believe that the complex DNA code found in every living cell is a “random” event?  What holds electrons to their nucleus?  What causes gravity?  You see where I’m going with this.
As believers, we know that God created the universe and everything in it out of nothingness. And in so doing, he gave us a kaleidoscope of beauty and majesty all around us.
· Genesis 1:31 – God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.
· Romans 1:20 – For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made.
· Ecclesiastes 3:11 – He has made everything beautiful in its time.;
Next time you step outside, take a moment from your busyness to be still and observe the wonders of His creation. It’s the best medicine for what ails you.  AMEN

Pastor’s Hours:  Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays plus Sundays and as needed & by appointment.

	FINANCIAL MATTERS – SEPTEMBER 2026
Winding down to the last months of 2026 (yes, already!) All of your donations to Grace, allow a variety of ministries to continue to grow:
· Our community Oktoberfest was blessed with wonderful weather, which captured a wonderful turnout, great food and fellowship in our community. Half of the donations collected were donated to the Elburn Food Pantry of $575.
· Autumn rummage sale proceeds, along with misc. donations received, has
collected $5,700. These funds are designated to the Capital Building
Improvements projects.
· Our Capital Improvements Building Fund has a present balance of $6,200. We continuously accept donations – please mark your donation accordingly: “Capital Improvements Bldg Fund”. Upcoming proposed building maintenance issues include resurfacing our parking lots, carpet buckling issues in sanctuary and other areas, sanctuary AC is possibly needing replacement.
· End of the year planning, please note that any donations to be captured for the 2026 tax year, will need to be received in the church office by Sunday, Dec. 27th .

Brief recap of September financials:
			Sept. 2026		Year to date 2026		Year to date 2025
	INCOME     $ 25,017		$  226,299            		$ 228,279
	EXPENSES 	$ 21,481		$  207,153           		$ 173,624 
	NET +/-      $  3,536		$    19,146           		$   54,655

We pray for continued blessings upon our Grace family in the last quarter of 2026.
~ Tricia Painter, Treasurer



	
VISION TEAM REPORT
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact a Vision Team member: 
Dallas Peters (President), Steve Butcher, Cathy Lindquist, Nancy Schnaitman, & Lee Strom 
 At their October meeting, the Vision Team:
· Approved minutes and treasurer’s reports
· Sound incorporated has given Grace an estimate/proposal for new audio equipment.
· Pastor and Kathy Hooey are updating the prayer list.
· New Grace flyer is still being worked on.
· Working on getting estimates from paving companies to repave the front and back parking lots.
· Looking for a part time office secretary.
· Annual meeting will be held following worship on January 31, 2027.
· VT Budget meeting is scheduled for December 16 at 6:30pm.
· Oktoberfest netted $1150 with ½ going to the Elburn Food Pantry and ½ to capital improvements.  Good turn out and lots of fun.

	SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE GIVEN OF THEIR 					TIME, TALENTS & GIFTSThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

· Thank you to John Varner for providing a Thrivent gift cart to help cover costs and Candice for organizing it all.
· Lori and Bill U’ren for serving as ushers nearly every Sunday.  Also to the confirmands, James, Ryder, Teddy and Emmy, for learning the role of acolytes.
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	    REBECCA CIRCLE

Rebecca Circle will meet on Nov. 17th @ 1:00 in Fellowship Hall.
  This is also the last day to sign up/pay for the Christmas Luncheon on December 1st at Sorrentos.
This will be the last regular meeting until March 2027 per our annual schedule.
Please contact Twyla Strom at twy.strom@gmail.com if you have any questions about joining this engaging women’s church group.

The Elburn Food Pantry is looking for the following items:  Sugar, spaghetti sauce in jars, juice, chili, large soups, canned tuna, baked beans, adult cereals, canned potatoes, sweet potatoes, applesauce, boxed pasta, crackers.



	HOLIDAY BAKE SALE
DECEMBER 12 from 9am – 1pm
Get your baking mitts ready.  The sale is fast approaching!
Baking Supplies pick-up date is November 28th from 11am – 1 pm
Supplies will remain on the counter and in the frig at church until they are gone.  Please also take as many aluminum trays as you will need to bring your baked goods in.  If you bring your baked items in your own wrapped package, please make sure the item is priced accordingly.

BAKED GOODS DROP OFF:
Friday, December 11th
AM – 10-12
PM – 5-8

I am still working on the advertising handout and volunteer sign up sheets.  Any questions, please call or email me, Candice Varner, 630-362-4659 or Candicehopkings31@gmail.com.

	PRESCHOOL NEWS from Janice Muncie, Director
Grace Lutheran Church Preschool is excited to begin the new school year on Tuesday, September 8th ! Our new 2-year-old class is full with 8 students and will run on Tuesdays from 8:45am to 10:45am. Our Mixed-Age-Class is also full with 18 students and will run on Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:15am to 1:15pm. We have a lot of fun activities planned for the upcoming school year including singing to the congregation with the Sunday school children on Sunday, December 20th . We are so thankful for the church’s continued support in this outreach ministry!



	Autumn 2026 ~ Rummage Sale review

Our Autumn Rummage Sale was held Oct 2 & 3. As in the past 2 sales, we did get a jump start on set up, and after several days of rain which thwarted some of our organizing outdoors, we had autumn sunshine on the days of the sale. We are most appreciative of the many ‘donors’ who had accumulated and saved their donations.  Our volunteers are getting acclimated to devoting an hour, or several more as they can, to all day if available. They assembled at various times during the week which included the garage area coordinated by Linda Smykowski, under the pavilion with clothing, etc. - now coordinated by Cara Turner and Chris Gerke, jewelry area organized by Char Sportsman + Suzanne Girsch, kitchen luncheons coordinated by Cheryl Nelson. In Fellowship Hall + 2 Sunday School classrooms - volunteers included: Twyla Strom, Marty Bradley, Ian Engberg,
Cara Turner and sons Miles and Corbin, friend Mike, Cara’s sister Beverly Crosby + son Zack, Diane Lilly, Helen Gruber, Ann Butcher, Nancy Corbige, Dottie + Paul Mantsch, Kathy Hooey, Cheryl Nelson, Vicky Linden, Megan Brannen, Nancy Schnaitman, Heidi Anderson + sister Peggy, Kay Kinsel, Nancy Burtnette. Mary Pizzo (friend of the sale) has helped with set up the past few years. Sale signs were set up/placed/taken down by Bill/Lori U’Ren, Kurt Redemann and Tricia. Kurt also supplies garden plants that he has split up and they mostly get sold out.  (** I apologize as I may have missed your name as I do try to track the willing hands that are with us during the
many tasks each day ). 
Special note of thanks to those that stayed and helped to pack up some leftovers. Donations are paid forward to: Karen B. collects various children’s items, clothing, kitchen items, which are sent to various locations/organizations, K.A.R.E (St Chas) and Oaken Acres (Sycamore)=wildlife rescues, cat + dog rescues, Assoc. for Individual Development (Aurora), TLC Pregnancy Ctr (Elgin) and also to the Joe Boway Family for the Liberian Children’s Mission school in Liberia; friend Josephina collects clothing for a women’s shelter in Honduras.

The success of this sale comes from a church-wide effort with all of your ‘material’ donations and contributions along with your extra time and talents. It is gratifying to capture so many volunteer helping hands. This event draws many from the community and with our continued efforts we pray this brings these visitors back to join in worship and other ministries with us. Without the help of many of you, it would not be such an efficient routine. I feel so blessed that so many are able, and choose to volunteer their time, talents and goods to support this fundraiser for Grace. Our 2-day sale netted ~ $5,600 – praises abound! These funds are going to our Capital Improvements Savings account as we try to build up this fund for building maintenance expenses (future
planning on blacktop resurfacing on parking lots, AC unit for sanctuary may need replacement soon, and carpet issues in the sanctuary, in our continuing care of God’s house, Grace of Lily Lake. I’m grateful and thankful for all of the support that so many of you have given – many hands does make all of the tasks at hand, run smoothly.  The fellowship and support are priceless!

In Peace, from Your Fellow Grace Member, Tricia Painter, Rummage Sale Coordinator

	[image: ]                		 LINE DANCING
Line dancing at grace is every Tuesday from 6:30 to 7:30 pm and going through December 8th.
Join us for this fun, educational and good-for-you program.  If you have questions, please contact Nancy Corbige at 847-212-0237.
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		   NEXT ADVENTURES: 
The Roadrunners will be going to Memphis next year
   from September 20 -26, 2027.  Save the dates.




	Thomas and Lauren Orr Lutheran College Scholarship Fund
This fund is to support students who plan to attend an ELCA-affiliated or independent Lutheran college or university.  The fund will annually award a scholarship of $5,000 to one eligible student for one academic year.  It is available to high school seniors, current undergraduate students and nontraditional students residing in Kane or Kendall Counties.  The Community Foundation of the Fox River Valley (a non-profit organization) has agreed to maintain and administer the scholarship fund.  We anticipate that the first scholarship will be awarded for the 2027-2028 academic year.  Applications are generally available on the Community Foundation website (CFFRV.org) on November 1 with a submission deadline in January.  Please consult the website for eligibility requirements, application procedure, and deadlines.  Thomas and Lauren both attended a Lutheran University and believe that they provide an excellent education, serve as an anchor for faith and values throughout life.



	NOISY OFFERING  Every Sunday we collect a “noisy offering” when you wish to empty your change purse or pockets.  We are currently collecting for maintenance items.  Thank you.



MISCELLANOUS INFORMATION
· SPECIAL TECH NEED: Are you familiar with IT / computer technology / streaming ??  We are asking  for several people to become familiar with or learn the technology that we use to record our church services. ~ contact Pastor or Tricia Painter.
· The Finance Team is looking for volunteers to sign up as counters (counting our weekly offerings after worship).  Please see Linda Smykowski or Tricia Painter.
		A Seasonal Job with an Eternal Purpose
	Samaritan's Purse is looking for individuals to serve as seasonal employees for our Operation Christmas Child project.
Positions are available at our eight U.S. processing centers to help prepare millions of gift-filled shoeboxes for boys and girls in need around the world. We invite you to help us spread the word by sharing this exciting opportunity with those in your church!
These paid positions run approximately from mid-November to mid-December with a wide variety of roles available. Come be a part of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ with children, families, and whole communities in more than 100 countries!

Declare His glory among the nations!
Psalm 96:3
Call Samaritan’s Purse
Aurora, IL
630-474-9478
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	CONTACTS:  For emergencies, please contact the church office at 630-365-6751.  For prayer requests or other needs please call Kathy Hooey at 630-341-2293 or leave a message at the church office, 630-365-6751.  Messages are checked daily at noon & 5 pm.



	Information for the December newsletter will be due by November 25th– please send items to Marty Bradley at masbradley50@gmail.com.    Thank you



HAYRIDE AT OKTOBERFEST
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