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	AMAZING GRACE
CONNECTIONS
Faith  >   Family  >   Community



Grace Lutheran Church of Lily Lake
5N600 Hanson Rd, St. Charles, IL  60175
Pastor David Mercurio
	Worship every Sunday
At 9:30 am WITH celebration of HOly CommUNION

· September   6 – Indoor Worship, and Coffee Hour
· September 13 – Worship
· September 20 – Worship, Rally Sunday, first Sunday School class
· September 27 – Worship

 Sunday School for 3 year olds through fifth graders will meet on Sunday mornings 
 beginning on Sept. 20 and continuing the first and third Sundays of the month
 through May, 2027.  If you have not previously registered your child or have new
 information to share, please complete a Sunday School registration form located in  
 the Gathering Room.

Special Note:  The World Wide Season of Creation (which the ELCA participates in) runs annually from September 1st – October 4th.  The 2026 Theme is Living Water.   More information may be found online at seasonofcreation.org.



	SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE GIVEN OF THEIR 					TIME, TALENTS & GIFTSThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

· Kathy Whiteside, Janice Muncie, and all who helped decorate Grace’s Elburn Days float, and supplied candy.
· Thanks to Janice Muncie, Pat Penfold and Marty Bradley for putting together and hosting the summer children’s event – 20 children attended.
· Megan, Ryder and Emmy Brannen for putting together and delivering lunches to Lazarus House this month.  Grace does this every fifth Sunday of the month.
· Linda Smykowski for planting, caring for and harvesting our community garden.  It’s a big job, well done!  And the food is wonderful.
· Linda S. for coordinating the Oktoberfest this September.
· George Theros for continuing to stream and post the Sunday worship service so that shut-ins and others can view it.
· Cara Turner and Megan Brennan for taking over our clothing ministry.
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Recently I saw a post on a local blog site from a self-proclaimed “Gen Z” reader (those that are ages 14-29). She was asking all of us born in the “Boomer” generation (born 1946-1964) how we did it. How did we buy homes, raise families, find (and keep) spouses, afford vacations, build wealth, and do so, generally on one income?  One could just hear the frustration in her voice, because all these things are increasingly out of reach for the younger generations today.

Being a Boomer myself, I know there is a tendency to fool ourselves, believing we were able to do all things because we had grit and character.  We had to learn to fend for ourselves early in life. We found jobs at a young age.  We were given relatively little as children, and we learned that if we wanted something, we had to work for it.  And while much of this may be true, there were other more crucial factors in play.  The biggest reason being, as the U.S. GDP chart below shows, that this period of time, the Boomer coming of age years, was unprecedented in its economic growth.  Being prosperous was as easy as “shooting fish in a barrel.”  One almost had to go live in a cave to not be able to take advantage of the economic prosperity. Jobs were plentiful and paid real wages. There was competition among companies for nearly every industry, which kept prices in check. We didn’t have
computers, cell phones, social media, or video games, which meant, if we wanted social interaction, we did it face-to-face, which meant we were forced to learn socialization skills. If we wanted to learn something new, we read a book or did research at a library, training our brains to process new information methodically, not frenetically. In a word, we were successful despite ourselves; we lived in a different world and any comparison to today is unfair.

But I think there is an even more important reason for our prosperity.  Boomers lived in a time when Christianity was the default religion of the country.  We were taught and expected to live out Judeo-Christian values.  Sunday was the Sabbath. Stores were closed. There were never any school activities or club sporting events held on a Sunday. Churches were filled and vibrant.  Clergy were respected. High profile religious leaders like Billy Graham, Bishop Fulton Sheen, and Mother Angelica were the real social influencers of the day.

I don’t mean to say that God blessed our faith with a “prosperity Gospel” era, because frankly, we were just as wicked and disobedient as any other generation.  But I do believe God did bless our nation with peace and prosperity overall.  Which leads me to this sad conclusion.  We see how our country and the world are moving away from God and replacing Him with secularism, technology, and self.  And we see the effects this is having on society: economic insecurity, anxiety, isolation, anger, loss of civility, loss of community, the rise of tribalism, the atrophy of critical thinking skills in young minds, the loss of history.

I fear for our youngest generations and worry what kind of world we are leaving them. Last month I sat in on the annual teacher training event for our Preschool, and I reminded them of the importance of their responsibilities.  They are not just babysitting little kids.  The world in which these young children will grow up will be increasingly cold and antagonistic to the righteous.  What will help to keep them faithful throughout their lives will be the earliest memories they have of the loving, encouraging, and Christ-centered ways that our Christian community nurtured them.  Please pray for our children.

(continued on next page)
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Source: National Bureau of Economic Research

Pastor’s Hours:  Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays plus Sundays and as needed & by appointment.



	
FINANCIAL MATTERS – July 2026

Summer months are coming to an end, school sessions have begun. Your continued donations are a blessing to Grace and allow a variety of ministries to continue at Grace and help us serve our community. 
· One of our CDs matured and Vision Team voted to reinvest the $38,220 into a 6- month CD @ 4%APY.
· A portion of the window blinds replacement was paid from the Capital
Improvement savings : $2,805. We received a gracious $3,000 gift from a church member for this project (total $5,805). The present Cap Improvement savings balance is $500. The Building Maintenance and Vision Teams review building and safety needs, outside of the regular maintenance services and any emergency repairs.  If you wish to donate to this specific fund, please notate “Capital Improvement Fund”, so your donation is designated accordingly.
· We have an updated IL Sales Tax Exemption Certificate. Please contact me if you are needing a copy for church purchases.

Brief recap of July financials:

			July 2026		Year to date 2026		Year to date 2025
	INCOME     $ 18,081		$  185,538            		$ 181,489
	EXPENSES 	$ 16,086		$  163,458           		$ 138,843 
	NET +/-      $  1,195		$    22,090           		$   42,646

Summer months are upon us; generally our giving donations trend downwards for a month or two and the numbers noted below reflect what we anticipated.  Your continued donations are a blessing to Grace and allow a variety of our ministries to continue to help serve our community.

I pray for continued blessings upon our Grace family.  Tricia Painter, Treasurer




	VISION TEAM REPORT
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact a Vision Team member: 
Dallas Peters (President), Steve Butcher, Cathy Lindquist, Nancy Schnaitman, & Lee Strom 
 At their August meeting, the Vision Team:
· Approved minutes and treasurer’s reports
· Oktober Fest will be September 26th 4-7 pm.
· Our next rummage sale is set for October 2nd and 3rd.
· Twyla is busy collecting items for the 2027 Sunday School and storing them in the building were there is room.
· The children’s summer event was a success with 20 children attending.
· Grace will be investing in an ELEA school program as support for our preschool.
· Pastor suggested that it might be time to invest in a part time secretary; need to discuss skills that person will need.



	Getting to know …. Helen Gruber

My mother was of Danish and Icelandic ancestry and my father was of German ancestry. I was born in Chicago on 1946 – the first of four children for my parents and I was named after two of my grandmothers.  As we lived in the Lake View area of Chicago, I attended JG Blaine Elementary and Lake View HS and then was in college at Northeastern IL University.
Bruce and I married in the church we both attended, Holy Trinity Lutheran in 1969, after his return from Viet Nam.  After college I worked in Chicago for 10 years in banking at First National Bank of Chicago – after many changes now known as Chase.  I left that career when my first child was born.  Chris was born in 1976 and Ryan was born in 1979. My boys are the love of my life, however, my grandsons, Cole and Jake definitely come next.  We lived in Lombard, IL until 1980 when we moved to St. Charles.  My mother, Alice Schubert and I lived together.  She and I joined Grace Lutheran Church in 2002. I connected with Grace because it was the closest church to my home and was very much like our church in Wisconsin.  My mother passed away in 2010. I am now retired and living in Elburn. Whenever possible, I enjoy being on Washington Island, WI, on the family farm, pulling weeds and watching sunsets from the porch.  Reading is my biggest hobby.  Things that I am involved in at Grace are the Worship Team, Altar Team, Choir, Rebecca Circle, lector / reader at worship services and fill-in piano player. Outside of church I attend exercise class and volunteer at the Elburn Food Pantry.

~ Thank you Helen for sharing your short ‘bio’ with your Grace family ~
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         LINE DANCING RETURNS

Line dancing at grace will start again on Tuesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 pm beginning on September 8th and going through December 8th.
Join us for this fun, educational and good-for-you program.  
	If you have questions, please contact Nancy Corbige at 847-212-0237.
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	    REBECCA CIRCLE

Rebecca Circle will once again be sending cards with a gift to College Aged students and members of the Military.  Please fill in the information on the sheets in the Gathering Room.  We would like to send these out in October.

Our next Rebecca Meeting will be on Tuesday, September 15 th @ 1:00 pm. Adrianne Mikrut and Joan Morensen are hostesses.  Please bring items for the food pantry. The needs for this month are: large soups, adult cereals, and juice.

In late August, the Fellowship Hall received a fresh new look with the walls and registers being painted.  This was done with funds from Rebecca Circle.
Women of Grace who are interested in joining the Rebecca Circle,
 please contact Twyla Strom or Kathy Hooey for more information.
Twyla, 847-977-5891 or Kathy, 630-341-2293




	
PRESCHOOL NEWS from Janice Muncie, Director
Grace Lutheran Church Preschool is excited to begin the new school year on Tuesday, September 8th ! Our new 2-year-old class is full with 8 students and will run on Tuesdays from 8:45am to 10:45am. Our Mixed-Age-Class is also full with 18 students and will run on Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:15am to 1:15pm. We have a lot of fun activities planned for the upcoming school year including singing to the congregation with the Sunday school children on
Sunday, December 20 th . We are so thankful for the church’s continued support in this outreach ministry!
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The next Roadrunners trip is scheduled for September
21-25 (or 26), 2026.  We will be going to Frankenmuth, 	 Michigan.  Grace will look forward to their report.




	NOISY OFFERING  Every Sunday we collect a “noisy offering” when you wish to empty your change purse or pockets.  We are currently collecting for maintenance items.  Thank you.

	CORRECT DATE IS SEPT. 26TH !!!!!
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	FALL RUMMAGE SALE 
Our fall rummage sale will be held on October 2nd and 3rd

We are getting ready for our Autumn Rummage Sale in October  ~ please mark your calendars ~ We kindly ask that you hold your donations until late September, after Oktoberfest,   as we are trying to not clutter up entryways, doorways, walkways, etc.  We also have  preschool, Line Dancing and Scouts, so we cannot have extra items "in the way."    If you have items that can be stored in the garage (nothing with cloth or fabric please), or stored in critter proof containers - please contact Linda Smykowski to coordinate drop-off (708-309 3444). 
 
Clothing items:  You can drop off your clothing items to church anytime someone is there.  For now, we take clothing items throughout the year.  This makes it easier for a group of gals who periodically sort through the clothes.  Fall/winter clothes are particularly needed for the sale.  We will also take unsalable items if you mark them “recycle” as we drop them off to a recycling textile facility.  Questions, contact Cara Turner at 630-291-6896.  
 
Please note, when considering your donations, please ask yourself "would I purchase this?, does it work/operational?, are the cords or all pieces intact?, doesn't smell like smoke and free of pet hair?, it is (fairly) clean, etc.?"   if not, please understand if we say 'no thank you' - we don't have the volunteers nor time to go through it all.  As a reminder, we cannot accept TV cabinets, older TVs, and large furniture pieces.   Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.    
 
Late SEPT - Drop-Off Times:
Tues, Sept. 29 - various times;  Wed, Sept. 30 -donations accepted 10am-4pm    volunteer sale set-up hours anytime 10am - 5pm 
Thurs, Oct. 1 - donations accepted 10am-3pm;  volunteer sale set-up hours anytime 10am - 5pm;   
Friday, Oct. 2 - volunteers needed all day of sale (9am-4pm) & Saturday, Oct. 3 - volunteers needed all day of sale (9am-2pm)  & sale clean-up - 2pm until ??
 
Any further questions, please contact Tricia Painter  708-624-0400 (leave message or text)
 



MISCELLANOUS INFORMATION
· SPECIAL TECH NEED: Are you familiar with IT / computer technology / streaming ??  We are asking  for several people to become familiar with or learn the technology that we use to record our church services. ~ contact Pastor or Tricia Painter 
· The Finance Team is looking for volunteers to sign up as counters (counting our weekly offerings after worship).  Please see Linda Smykowski or Tricia Painter.
	CONTACTS:  For emergencies, please contact the church office at 630-365-6751.  For prayer requests or other needs please call Kathy Hooey at 630-341-2293 or leave a message at the church office, 630-365-6751.  Messages are checked daily at noon & 5 pm.



	Information for the October newsletter will be due by September 25th– please send items to Marty Bradley at masbradley50@gmail.com.    Thank you



PHOTOS FROM OUR LAST OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE
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FAMILY FEST

Join us for food, family, friends & fun!
September 27" from 4-7PM

**serving food until 6:30**
Open to the Public
Grace Lutheran Church
SN600 Hanson Road
Lily Lake, IL 60175
Free will donation with half of all proceeds
to benefit Elburn Food Pantry
Lots of food
Pulled Pork - Brats - Hot Dogs
Fall Side Dishes - Lemonade - Cider
Desserts
Children Games
Hay Rides Line Dancing
- Bor With S’mores
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