
 

 Keystones for Living  
Divine Guidance The Will And Call Of God  
 
Lecture 2 

 

And welcome.  It's time for lecture #2, we're talking about divine guidance and the will and call of God 

for your life. 

Welcome to this course, and welcome to this lecture. 

The last time we ended was talking about truth being vital. 

Now you remember what the truth is.  It's the way things really are. 

Or you could say non concealment.  You could say that the truth is the reality of things. 

If you remember when Jesus was talking with the woman at the well and he said to her, go call your 

husband, you remember that?  And she said, I don't have a husband, he said, that's right. 

You don't have a husband.  In fact, he said you've had five husbands. 

Do you remember that?  I know you do.   And the one you're with now is not your husband, he said. 

In that you've spoken truly!  Now, Jesus was really letting her know the way things really were. 

He confronted her with what?  What did he confront her with? Truth!  We need to confront with truth. 

And what did he confront?  He confronted her sin. 

So, truth was the way things really were with her.  So, we're talking about truth. 

Truth is vital.  It's important we begin this course with a foundational introduction regarding truth. 

We must start at the beginning, folks.  We have to start here. Let me write this on the board. 

Truth is vital. Let's write it- TRUTH.  Truth is vital. 

Or you could say necessary, important, of utmost importance. 

It's vital, but also, and we'll get to the second one later, but also, truth is progressive. 

What do we mean by that?  That truth is revealed a little at a time. 

You don't get all the truth in a day.  How old are you?  How old am I? 

Well, we won't talk about how old I am, but I can tell you I'm getting up there, and I am seeing truth 

revealed to me now like I have never seen truth revealed before. 



Why?  there are hindrances to truth.  We'll get to that later. 

I just want to make this comment that truth is progressive. 

It unfolds like a time lapse photography of a flower that just opens up. 

And truth will do that.  It comes not in a day, not in 10 days, not in 10 years. 

It's a lifetime.  How many have experienced this?  Have you experienced this? 

Has truth been unfolding to you a little at a time? 

 A year at a time, yes. Thank you, Jesus. 

But always remember, truth is vital, and truth is progressive. 

 #1-   truth is vital.  We've started to talk about that last time.  Why is truth so vital?  Well, because of 

what it accomplishes. 

When you see what truth does, when you see what truth accomplishes, you will see why truth is so vital. 

Now I have an assignment for you, OK? 

The assignment is this.  Go through the word of God, now remember, the Word is truth, isn't it? 

Isn't it?  Yes, yes. 

In fact, Jesus is truth, isn't he?  In fact, the Bible says when “He the spirit of truth is come”, see, I'm 

giving you hints. I'm giving you some scriptures to whet your appetite to dig into this book. 

This is your assignment.  You don't have to turn this into me, but if you do want you may e-mail me what 

you have found through the Word of God relative to truth being vital, important, necessary, of utmost 

importance. 

When we preach and we teach, what do we preach?  We must preach truth because truth will make you 

free! 

That's right.  So let me give you some scriptures to whet your appetite. 

You may not find the word “truth” in them, but you know it's talking about truth, OK? 

John 8: 32, “you shall know the truth, and the truth will make you free”.  1 Peter Chapter 2.  “Desire the 

sincere milk of the word, that you may grow”.  So, can you see?  I know you can. 

That truth is vital because it sets you free.  Truth is vital because it makes you grow. 

You see that without it, there's no growth.  Isaiah 59:14, we mentioned that last time, and I can tell you 

that it's a powerful verse. 

Isaiah 59:14- truth is vital because Isaiah 59 says when you don't have it, these four things happen. 

OK, you read that in Isaiah 59 and you'll find out what happens when truth is not there.  So, you see this 

in a negative sense.  But you can turn it around into a positive sense. Let me give you the example of 

Isaiah 59.  OK, are you ready? 



This says, “truth is fallen in the streets”, and then it says it says” therefore, judgment is turned 

backward.”  

That means it's inverted.  The guilty go free, the innocent get put in jail. 

It's inverted when there's no truth in the streets. 

You can preach this!   “Streets” That’s the public arena. 

You see, truth needs to be in the public arena.  Walked out.  Not just talked but walked. 

You can see what I mean. 

So, judgment is inverted, it's turned backward.  #2 justice is at a distance.  #3 equity - which is correct 

behavior, is not welcome.  It's not entering, it doesn't come in, which really means it isn't welcome. Is 

that not true in our day? 

Truth lies fallen in the streets.  Therefore, correct behavior is not welcome. 

And then he says this, he says, and all who run from evil are considered mad. 

That would be us who run from evil.  All who run away from evil. 

It says this.  It says makes himself a prey or makes himself a target. 

That's a reflexive noun.  A reflexive noun.  That means it's yourself. 

It comes back on you.  In other words, you make yourself a target. 

Well, of course that's happening day in and day out, so we see verses that will let us know why truth is 

so vital. 

So go do that when you have first opportunity and take a couple weeks. 

Maybe only take a day.  But try to find in the scriptures, places where you will see that truth is vital. 

OK, let me give you another one, thy “word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my pathway” 

 Well, truth is vital because it guides. 

Daniel, chapter nine, I would encourage you to look at Daniel Chapter 9 beginning around verse 2. 

See what you can find.  I want you to turn to when you get a chance, Luke, Chapter 6, verses 46 & 47.  

See what you can find. 

Think about those verses.  When you go to John 15 right in the beginning of the chapter, verse three, 

and so on.  Look at that. 

See why truth is so vital?  Alright, let me give you another one. 

 I wrote a few down.  John 16:13. I mentioned it already “when he the Spirit of Truth, yeah, is come” 

look at the result of the spirit of truth. 

This is why Pentecost is so important in every preacher, deacon, leader, teacher's life. 



In every mom and dad’s life, the power of the Holy Spirit, the spirit of truth is vital. 

Why, when you can see it in John 16, write them down.  Preach a message.  Tell your people. 

Let them know that we must begin with truth.  Truth will make you free. 

Thank you, Jesus. 

Let me give you another one. 

I'm kind of letting the cat, as they say here in America, out of the bag. 

But you do need to be having your appetite, you know, stimulated, right? 

I want to do that with you. 

But second Timothy Chapter 3, verse 16 is another verse that is so powerful.  You all know this verse 

second Timothy 3:16. Maybe you can quote it with me. 

Maybe you can quote it. 

It talks about the Bible.  It says, “all Scripture”, not some.  All scripture.  “Is given by inspiration of God.” 

Listen to this, listen to this, listen. 

And it is what??  somebody know the next word?  Oh yes, it is profitable. 

Well, let's look up the verse.  I'm going to look it up and maybe you can find it with me. 

Second Timothy, Chapter 3.  Verse 16.  I'm going to find it and I'm going to read it to you. 

Second Timothy, Chapter 3, verse 16. 

I know that you know it, but I'm going to just give it to you now. 

Second Timothy, Chapter 3 verse 16. 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is Profitable! 

Oh, I get excited. That's one thing You will learn about me. 

I don't hold back, and neither should you. Don't try to be somebody else. 

Be yourself, pastor. Be yourself. I tried to be somebody else years ago. That did not work. 

Be yourself.  

It says it is Profitable for- look at what it's profitable for: 

Doctrine, Reproof, Correction, 

Instruction in righteousness. 

Now keep reading.  Don't miss the last verse. 

“So that” how may I see the word THAT. 



 so that that means to the intent of or to the intention that. 

So that's a purpose deal, OK.  What's the reason?  What's the purpose? 

So that the man of God, that's you.  It starts with you, Pastor, Deacon, leader. 

Teacher, it starts with you even worship leader.  Yes, so that the man of God may be perfect. 

That means complete.  That means MATURE. 

Oh, oh oh.  Jesus! 

Please help us - we're mixed up on some things in this Christianity of ours because we're not getting into 

the truth. 

And that's the point I want to make, so that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly outfitted, 

thoroughly furnished. 

For what?  Unto all good works, all good works, yes. 

Truth is vital for this reason because truth is instruction. 

It is correction. 

It is for reproof. 

It is for sound teaching. 

In other words, are we not saying that this is important and necessary because we need a standard, we 

need a standard of measurement? 

Yes, this is going to tell me how to behave in the House of God and in my own home. 

It's going to tell me how to behave in the Kingdom of Almighty God. 

This is my standard right here.  (Holding up a Bible) It's my rule of faith and conduct. 

So, in other words.  In other words, we need to be able to make proper measurements. 

Listen to me.  Pastor, Teacher, Leader, Deacon, we need to be able to make proper measurements. 

Proper measurements alright.  Regarding what? 

What church to go to?  Huh, yeah, how about making a proper measurement? 

Because you have to have a proper standard in order to make a proper measurement. 

You need a proper ruler, a yardstick, as we call them a tape measure, a proper ruler in order to measure 

something correctly. 

And what would that be? 

Well, I just mentioned what church to go to. If you want to know what church to go to, you need to get 

out your ruler and measure that church. 



This is your rule of faith and conduct, and we need to know the truth.  It's vital. 

We need to know it so that we can measure the church, so that we can measure Doctrine, so that we 

can measure Divine guidance. 

The will of God - so that we can have a correct standard when it comes to divine guidance and the will 

and call of God. 

There you go. Isn't that powerful?  Yes, we need this standard. 

So that we can know what to sing, what to preach, what to teach, and how to preach and how to teach. 

Do you know this book, this truth?  Jesus is truth. This is truth. 

The Holy Spirit is the spirit of truth. 

Did you know, and I know you do, that we need this to be taught. The truth. 

In other words, we need to be taught the way things really are. 

Because this is profitable for standard measurement, right? 

We need to be able to measure things within the church. 

Behavior.  Et cetera.  It goes on. 

Let me illustrate that to you. Are you ready?  Let me illustrate that to you. 

This is my rule of faith and conduct, and by this I measure things. 

OK, I'm going to give you an example. 

Years ago.  I was a youth pastor in a church, and I received a phone call from the local high school in our 

town, our city. 

And this teacher wanted me to come to her class. 

And she had two classes combined and there were about 50 or 60 students, and she wanted me to 

come and talk about religion in marriage. 

Well, I thought that was pretty, pretty good, so I said sure, I would be glad to come. 

When I got there, I wasn't the only minister.  There was a Lutheran minister.  Are you following me? 

It's a story.  It's true, though, OK? 

A Lutheran minister, A Methodist minister, a Catholic priest, and myself.  I was there with these three 

other ministers, and the teacher opened up the opportunity for students to ask us questions. 

One of the questions that came up was this question from a student about the age of 14 or 15 years old.  

We'll just name him John. That wasn't his name, but whatever. 

So, John raised his hand and he said, I have a question for all of you ministers, he said. 

(Remember the name of our course, Divine guidance, and the Will and Call of God. 



Are you still with me?  This is why truth must be talked about now, before we enter into this.) 

The young man asked: How do I know what church is the right church to go to? 

Think about that. 

And he pointed to each of us, and he said, Should I go to your church? 

Your church?  Or that church?  Which one should I go to?  Can you imagine? 

Answering that in front of 50 or 60 students and other ministers.  How do you answer that?  Well, he 

just asked the whole panel. 

Well, nobody answered.  We all just kind of sat there and I could see that these guys beside me didn't 

want to answer, so I raised my hand. 

I said I'll answer your question.  Oh, thank you, Jesus.  Well, I can tell you what God gave me. 

I said to this young man, I said, John, if you and I were going to build a building or construct a building, 

we would need a ruler, a measuring tape. 

Would that be true?  And he said yes. 

I said then if we're going to use a yardstick or a ruler to measure, would we not have to agree on what 

that measuring stick is?   Now, Pastor, listen to what I'm saying.  You need this. 

Your people, and you are going to meet somebody who needs to know what church to go to! 

And I said to this young man, would you agree with that? 

He said, Oh yes.   I said, so if you believe that 12 inches, make a foot, I told him. 

And let's say I believe that 13 inches, make a foot. 

That would be different, wouldn't it?  Yes, he said. 

And if you and I started to build a building, when you believe 12 inches make a foot and I believe 13 

inches make a foot, when we went together to build, our building would be off, would you agree? 

He said absolutely off. 

I said therefore we must agree.  Oh, Hallelujah.  I feel his presence.  We must agree on a rule of 

measurement. 

Yes, he said. 

And I held up my Bible and I said, THIS is our rule of measurement. 

I said, John, if you want to know what church to go to, get out your ruler. 

Get out your measuring tape.  Get out your spiritual yardstick, I said, and measure each church. 

You hold it up.  This is what I did.  I said, you hold it up to this church, this church, this church, and this 

church, and you measure that church. 



Now can you imagine me sitting there? 

With a Lutheran minister, a Methodist and a Catholic and myself and I said you need to measure these 

churches.  I said any church. It doesn't matter what church it is. 

In fact, I said you will find this to be the case when you measure.  I said you'll find this. 

You'll find that some believe in the virgin birth.  Oh, the Bible here talks about the virgin birth, doesn't 

it? 

Oh yes, I said right.  And also, you'll find some churches, many churches believing in the virgin birth. 

You'll also find some churches, I said that believe in Divine Healing, I said. 

We believe in divine healing, but you know why we believe it? 

 Because it's in the Book the Book, the Book the Book. 

The standard is here, the measurement. 

My rule of measurement is according to this standard, I said. 

But you'll find other churches that believe in healing as well, I said. 

But there's ONE THING. Are you with me? 

I said.  There's one thing that this book says you must believe. 

You must do.  It is a must. 

And he's looking at me and I said the Bible says you MUST be born again. 

That's right, you must be born again so you can believe Jesus. 

You can believe that he's born of a virgin. 

But one thing you must believe, and that is you must believe that “you must be born again”. 

And I said, and John? 

And I kind of scooted up on that couch and let the guys beside me be a little bit behind me. 

Do you know what I mean? 

And I said, and John, if the church you're looking at to attend does not believe that you must be born 

again, I said, don't go to that church! 

Well, that's what I said, and I want you to know the same thing. 

If you're in a church that doesn't preach and teach that you must be born again, find another one. 

Well, the Catholic priest was sitting there. 

Can I tell you the rest of the story? 

The Catholic priest that was sitting there immediately knew this boy was from his church. 



And he immediately responded after I finished and said, John, YOU, and he pointed right at him and he 

said, YOU, are born again! 

 And you should have seen the look on that young man face! And the Catholic priest said, how do you 

know John?  That you are born again? 

You know what John said?  Nothing - because he didn't know. 

The priest answered it for him, and he said, you know you're born again because you were baptized as a 

baby. 

Now, I could either respond to that or not respond to that. But you know what I did. 

I responded to that and here's what I said- John, what he just said is NOT TRUE! 

It's not the way things really are. 

Thank you, Jesus. 

I thank you for the boldness, Lord. 

Well, I said that and as soon as I said, “what he said is not true”, the bell rang to go to the next class. 

Wow, what an amazing thing, friend. The point is made, and that is to be born again is a must. 

But that is found in this book and that's why it is vital that we remember that truth is important. 

Can anybody say Amen to that today?  So, truth is the vital key element as we continue this discussion 

on Divine Guidance and the Will and Call of God. 

A theologian once said this. 

“Unless the measuring rod is independent of the thing being measured, we can do no measuring.” 

Let me say that again.  An old theologian.  He's no longer alive. He's with the Lord. 

But he said he said this.  “Unless the measuring rod is separate or independent of the thing being 

measured, we can do no measuring.” 

Thank you, Lord.  That's really good stuff. 

There was a little boy . . . and I'll kind of wrap it up this way. 

There was a little boy who came to his mother, and he said, mom I'm 9 feet tall!   

And she said, you're 9 feet tall??? 

And he said, Yep, I'm 9 feet tall. 

Well, I don't think you're 9 feet tall, she says. 

Well, I am. And she says, well, how do you know? 

And he says, well, I made this.  He said I made my own ruler, my own measuring stick. 



And I measured myself by my own measuring stick and I am 9 feet tall.  

Did you hear that? 

You see, he measured himself by the standard that he made for himself. 

 And people are doing the same thing, and that's why they think they are spiritually taller than they 

really are. 

In other words, the truth is the way things  

Come on, come on, come on. 

The way things really are, that which is non concealed, the way it really is, that true reality. 

But if you make up your own standard you can be whatever you want. 

You can be as holy as your standard allows.  Well, when you lower the standard, you look pretty good. 

But here is a standard.  It is vital, it is progressive, and we must never forget that we do not take this 

standard, this Book and we do not pull it down to the level of our experience. 

Oh no, but we must forever rise to the level of ITS experience. 

Do not pull this book down, but rise up to the level of its standard, its experience. 

Please hear me, never pull this book down to the level of your experience, but always remember that 

you must rise to the level of its experience. 

Which means this to me.  I want truth.  If you remember our last lecture, I want truth no matter what it 

does to me, no matter how it affects me, no matter where it takes me,  

because I want to rise to the level of its experience in my life, 

So, that the truth can set me free, so that I can be divinely guided, so that I can know the will of God for 

my life, and so that I can know that I truly am called. 

My friend, I am called to be a preacher. I am called to be a pastor. 

I am called to be a Minister of the Gospel. 

I know it's the truth as God spoke Truth to my life from this Book, yes, yes, I know it. 

I hope you know it too. 

You see my mom, my dad, my grandfather, my pastor, they did not call me. 

God called me. 

Folks, let this word find a place in your heart. 

Oh yes, and when it does, remember the assignment I gave you at the beginning of this lecture? 

Find verses where the truth is proven, and that the truth is vital. 



Well, I'm giving you another one, OK.  It's in the Gospel of John.  I believe it's chapter 8. 

But in the book of John, it does tell us that “his word had no place in them” and that's why they wanted 

to kill Jesus.  Think about that. 

His word had no place in them.  His truth had no place in them, and that's why they wanted to kill him. 

So, if the truth can find a place in your heart. You will fall in love with him. 

You will want to follow him. You will want to preach and teach because of him calling you, not you are 

calling yourself.  His word will be a lamp.  Will be a light. 

And you will see.  That it was wise. 

You will see that it was wise to allow this book to be your rule, your standard for measurement. 

Because it will keep a pastor, a preacher, a leader, a teacher on an even keel. 

And we will not fall into error. 

Thank you, Jesus. 

Thank you, Jesus. 

So, guess what. Time is over. 

Join me next time on lecture #3. 

But don't forget the assignment. 

Send me an e-mail. 

See what you find! 

God bless you.  See you very soon. 

 


