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Lecture 4 
And welcome to Keystones for Living Bible Institute, Pastor Jerry here. 

 I hope you had a chance to take that 20 question test after Lecture 3. 

Today is Lecture 4 as we delve into the truth that we've been talking about in the last three lectures. 

Truth that is vital and progressive. 

Now let's look into the truth regarding our subject matter, 

Divine guidance and the will and Call of God. 

Look with me at Jeremiah, chapter 10. 

There are many places we could go, but we've chosen to go here.  This is important. 

In Jeremiah Chapter 10, verse 23, he says this. “Oh Lord, I know” that's Jeremiah. “Oh Lord, I know.” 

I'm glad he does. 

He says, Oh Lord, I know that the way of man, the ways or way of man, is not in himself. 

It is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. 

Look at the next line. Oh Lord, correct me, instruct me. 

Oh Lord, correct me.  “Oh Lord” is repeated two times. 

That speaks to me of intensity.  It speaks to me of urgency. 

It speaks to me of the importance, the vital importance, that Jeremiah is placing here on God’s divine 
guidance and will in his life, that God is the one who does it. 

Notice what he says. Oh Lord, correct me, instruct me. But with judgment.  

Not in anger, not in anger, he says. 

Lest Thou bring me to nothing. 

So he says, correct me, instruct me, change me. 

But he says, do it with judgment. 

That's judicial procedures or methods, a manner that's judicial, not in anger. 

If it's in anger, it's not in judgment. 

If it's in judgment, it's not in anger.  It's in His mercy. 



Yes, God is a God of mercy and he will correct us in mercy because we are his children. 

Can you think of a verse?  I can, and the verse I'm thinking of is Hebrews 12. 

We won't go there yet, but I just think of that verse right now. 

It just popped into my mind to let us know that God chastens or corrects those whom he loves. 

Isn't that a wonderful God? So, notice what he says. 

He says correct me, but with judgment, not in anger, lest thou bring me to nothing. 

What's going on? 

In this chapter, these people were living in idolatry. 

The nation was in idolatry. 

God was not happy with them. 

Pastor Jerry, what's that got to do with divine guidance?  I will tell you when these people made idols for 
themselves, they were putting God on the back shelf, right? 

They're putting God second, third, fourth.  God was not in the forefront. 

So when they're making an idol for themselves, what are they saying? 

Think about it.  What are they saying?  Here's what they're saying. 

We will direct our own steps! 

Does that make sense to you? Yes, it should. 

But notice what he says here.  

It’s not in man to direct his own steps. And when you make an idol, that's what you're saying. 

I'll decide what I do. I'll decide where I go. I'll decide what's going to happen. 

My dad sang an old song: 

“Not what I wish to be, nor where I wish to go. 

For who am I - that I should choose my way? 

The Lord will choose for me. Tis better, far I know. So let him bid me go, or stay”  

Pastor, leader, teacher, deacon, it is not in you to direct your own steps. 

Let God do it.  He knows best. 

When you make an idol for yourself and put God out of the picture, you are saying I will direct my own 
steps. 

I like what an old preacher said. He said, man is not big enough for the position he has given to himself. 



Think about that. Another way of saying that would be this. 

Man is not big enough to sit in God's chair, but man wants to sit in God's chair. 

He wants to decide where he's going to go. 

Let me ask you, Pastor, who called you? 

Who decided you should be a minister of the Gospel? 

Let me ask you that.  Was it your Mama? Was it your Daddy? Was it your pastor or your friend? 

Who was it? It should be God. 

The Bible says “no man takes this honor unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.” 

Listen, God knows the direction of my life. 

I need to seek him and ask him what that divine guidance and will for my life is. 

Not what somebody’s opinion is, not what my mother thinks. 

As much as I love my mother, she did not call me into the ministry. 

I love my pastor, but he did not call me. 

It is not in man to direct his steps or anyone elses. 

It is only in God. 

What's the issue? 

When you put God out of the picture, you are saying I will direct my own steps. 

Let me give you another verse. Proverbs, chapter 20 :24 

And here's what part of that verse says, “How can a man understand his own way?” 

That goes along with what Jeremiah said.  It's not in man.  Here, he says in Proverbs 20:24,  

How can a man understand his own way? 

What's the answer to that? 

He can't. How can he? Well, he can't. 

He cannot understand his own way. 

It is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. 

His way, his path. 

Three things emerged from these two verses in Jeremiah 10 that I want to deal with in this course of 
instruction, regarding divine guidance and the will and call of God. 

This is a big subject matter, but I'm glad that you are joining with me in this venture. 



It's going to take us a little while, but we're going to do our best. 

Here's what I want to let you know.  Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself. 

How many see way and steps? 

How many see that? 

We need guidance in what steps? 

We're going to talk about areas of divine guidance. 

It's not in man to direct his what? His steps. 

When I say steps we're talking about areas of guidance, things that we need guidance in. 

Your steps need divine guidance. 

Think about this verse. 

Proverbs 3. It says, “trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not on your own understanding, in all thy 
ways acknowledge Him.” 

In every area of your life, acknowledge him in every path, every step, every step of the way, every area 
of your life acknowledges him. 

Look at this, look at this. 

And he will direct your way. He will direct your path. 

He will direct, instruct, he will direct your path. 

God wants to. He wants to direct my path. 

What areas do I want God or need God to direct me in? 

Well, you can make a list. 

What husband should you marry, ma'am? 

How about what girl should I marry, sir? 

How about what piece of property should the church purchase? 

How about this? 

What church should I attend? 

Hey, that's important. Keep going. 

What career should I pursue? 

You know that God has a plan for your life. 

So, think about these areas of guidance, there are so many of them. 



But God wants to guide us in every one of those areas and he has a principle in this Bible to help us. 

What about the way we live? 

God wants to guide us regarding his will for our lives in every area, every step of the way. 

But there's something else. 

It's not in man that walks to direct his steps. 

Well, if it's not in man to direct his steps, then where is it? 

We're going to write this line, the agency of divine guidance. 

If it's not in man to direct his steps, then where is it? 

Who is the agent whereby our direction is gained.?  It's in God. 

It's in him. If it's not in man, well, it's in God. Let me read you a verse.  Here it is Psalm 37, verse 23. It 
says the steps of a good man . . .You probably know this verse.  

The steps of a good man are ordered by his mother. 

No, no, they are ordered by the Lord!  

 Notice it's not in man to direct his steps, it's in the Lord. 

The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, but there's another verse. 

I don't know the address, but it says a man plans his way but God directs his steps.  (Proverbs 16:9) 

Oh, I like that!  God directs his steps. 

Are you in agreement, then, that it is the Lord who needs to be the one to call you into the ministry? 

That it has to be the Lord to be the one who guides you in whatever area you need guidance in. 

Yes,  He is the divine agency, the Divine Agency in guidance. 

Oh, Hallelujah.  And he never, God never, makes a mistake. 

OK, we're going to spend quite a bit of time on the agency of Divine Guidance, but let's hurry on. 

And we're just bringing these three things out, but we're going to come back to them and deal with 
mostly this one, but let's talk about the third one. 

Notice what he says in verse 24. Oh Lord help me out now. Oh Lord, correct me. 

Correct me, instruct me. 

Now this word CORRECT, in the Hebrew means - “to turn the head.” 

Well, that's what?   Correcting your direction. 

We need a correction in our direction. 



Hey, that's a good sermon title, isn't it? Cool, you can do that. 

The correction of a wrong direction. 

Would that be great? 

Hey, I'll give you a place you can go for this.   

In Luke 24, we see the two men on the Emmaus Road. 

Jesus comes and gives them correction to their wrong direction. How many can see they needed divine 
guidance because they were taking matters into their own hands. 

And they went to Emmaus because they were trying to get away. 

It was an escape mechanism, but Jesus had different plans for them, and they need corrected. 

Where do they need correction? 

In their heart, in their thinking, 

In their attitude? 

Yes, the Bible says, “whatsoever a man thinks in his heart, so is he.” 

So they're thinking in the heart. 

They are connected.  The mind and the heart are connected. 

But notice this. Notice this.  Jeremiah is confessing. 

Oh Lord, correct me, where? 

Well, correction externally is the result of the correction internally. 

Oh Lord, correct me but in judgment, judicial procedure and method. 

What needs to be corrected? My inside, my disposition, my spirit, my attitude? 

How many know that sometimes our attitude just isn't what it ought to be regarding God’s divine 
guiding in our lives? 

He says, “correct me”. 

Jeremiah is making a confession, OK? 

That’s a submissive spirit. 

It is necessary regarding divine guidance. 

Oh Lord, correct me. He is confessing that a submissive attitude is necessary in the realm of divine 
guidance. 

 You know, that's important. 



Correct me in my heart, so that when I'm taking steps in areas of my life, so when the areas of my need 
arise, I will walk not only in the right direction, but with the right disposition. 

Oh, that's good. 

I never forget my pastor years ago when he told me something about attitude. 

And you can take this for what it's worth. 

He said, Jerry, attitude is everything.  

He said, you can be right and your attitude wrong and that makes you wrong. 

That's what he said. 

And he said something else I thought was really good. 

He said attitude is everything. 

In fact, when it comes to divine guidance, this is what he told me, and I'm passing it on to you. 

He said, The attitude of your heart towards God. . . 

The attitude of your heart towards God. 

How many know we can have a poor attitude towards God sometimes? 

What kind of an attitude is a poor attitude toward God? 

Well, we might think that God hasn't treated us very nicely. 

That maybe God has forgotten us or abandoned us. And we kind of have a bad attitude, a bad spirit, a 
bad disposition. 

OK. Right. 

And so when you have a bad attitude towards God, would you agree it will be difficult for God to guide 
you? 

How many deal with selfishness? Selfishness. 

Your selfishness is an attitude. It's a disposition that hardens you and makes it difficult. 

Selfishness is an attitude that makes it difficult for God to get through to you. 

OK, so an attitude is vital here in divine guidance. 

Correct me. Correct my way in my attitude. 

We need an attitude adjustment in the Kingdom of God. 

Preachers need to have their attitudes adjusted. 

OK, I do. We all do. 



Let me finish my Pastor's statement, he said. Jerry, “the attitude of your heart toward God establishes, 
sets it, establishes the foundation, establishes the basis of guidance from God” 

Let me say it again, the attitude of your heart towards God establishes the basis of guidance from God. 

Oh, I love that. Well, think about it. 

If your attitude towards God is he's treated you badly, it's going to affect the divine guiding hand of God, 
because you're always looking at it in a negative fashion. 

You see, we've got to have a good attitude adjustment so that we can say “all things work together for 
good to them who love God and are called according to his purpose.” 

How many would agree with that? Well, sure. So here's what we have. 

We have the areas of guidance.  

It's not in man to direct his steps, the areas of his life.  

 If it's not in man, then where is it? Well, it's in God. 

The Divine Agency of Divine Guidance is in God. 

Absolutely.  The Bible says in Psalm 32 “I will instruct thee. I will teach thee in the way that you should 
go.”  

And he says I will guide you. 

Somebody listening to this right now is really in need. 

I feel it right now. I feel it. 

You're in need of divine guidance and I want to encourage you. 

God said, I will guide you with my eye. 

If you will keep your eye on him, Sir, he will guide you continually, he will lead you in the way that 

you should go. He will direct your path.  

 In fact, in Psalm 32 He says, don't be like the horse or the mule, who have no understanding, and their 
mouth must be held in with bit and bridle. 

In other words.  You're not a horse and you're not a mule. 

Don't be like that. 

They have no understanding. 

 In order to control a horse you've got to put a bit and bridle in his mouth, right? 

But what God wants for you is not a bit and a bridle. 

Oh no, he wants to be able to lead you and guide you, but if you won't do it his way,  then he'll have to 
use a bit and bridle. 



But his idea is this. You keep your eyes on Him and he will lead you and guide you with his eye! 

Oh, glory to God. I feel it. I want you to know this. 

So let’s say it again. 

The attitude of my heart towards God establishes the basis of guidance from God. 

And there's someone listening right now whose attitude needs to be realigned, readjusted. 

Put first the Kingdom of God. 

That's the realm of God, seek ye first your spiritual adjustment with regard to the realm of God’s  

Kingdom and all these things that you NEED, not all these things that you WANT, but that you NEED will 
be added unto you. 

I'm going to stop right there and we’ll talk more about this the next time, as we continue to talk about 
divine guidance and the will and call of God. 

Remember, oh Lord, oh Lord. Remember this urgency. Remember this is of prime importance. 

Remember this, Jeremiah is saying,  it's not in YOU, it's in HIM to direct your steps 

If you will give him half a chance, he'll correct your attitude and you will be on your way to experiencing 
God’s divine direction for your life. 

Hey, hey. I’ll see you next time! 

Give it some thought, right? 

See you later. 

 


