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Lecture 5 

And thank you for joining us for Keystones for Living Bible Institute.  This is Pastor Jerry, talking about 

divine guidance. This is lecture #5, and we are in Jeremiah Chapter 10. 

We've discussed the Areas of guidance. 

We discussed the Agency of guidance and that it’s God who does the guiding.  

Also, sometimes our attitude toward guidance needs to be corrected. 

We all need our attitude corrected, Jeremiah included. 

He's also speaking to the people as well. 

They need their attitude corrected. 

Now when he says he wanted to be corrected, he says, “oh Lord, correct me, but in judgment, not in 

thine anger.” 

The majority of this course will be on the Agency of Divine Guidance. 

Who's the agent? Here's the question. 

How does God guide us? See, our attitude fits into all of this. 

If it fits in, what's my attitude? 

That the attitude of my heart towards God establishes the basis of guidance from God. 

So let’s just talk about the attitude a little bit. 

 My attitude needs adjustment. 

Correct me.  Oh Lord. 

He wouldn't have said that if it didn't need to happen. 

But in judgment, notice the opposite of that, not in thine anger. 

So when God corrects you in judgment, it's not in anger. 

But what would it be in then? 

Well, I think it would be in mercy. 

Look with me at Psalm 6 verse one and listen to what he says. 

He says “rebuke me not in thine anger.”   Do you see that?  What does Jeremiah say? 



He wants to be rebuked or corrected in judgment, not in anger. 

It says here, rebuke me not in anger. 

And then he says in verse two “have mercy upon me, for I am weak.” 

So, I can see that judgment and mercy go together. 

You see that? 

 When God corrects us, it begins inside. 

Doesn't everything start inside? 

Oh yes, you see, because out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks. 

So the point we want to make here is that things must be handled inwardly and they will flow out from 

there and affect other people. 

Would you agree that your disposition, your attitude, your spirit needs to be aligned, readjusted? 

Absolutely no question about it. 

And he does this because we are his people. 

He does this correcting of our attitude because we are his people. 

Let me just say it again in a different way. 

I used the example of  my dad the other day and a song he used to sing: 

“Not what I wish to be, 

 nor where I wish to go. 

For who am I 

That I should choose my way?” 

Who am I? There you go. 

Who am I that I should choose my way? 

So, in other words, the person that God can guide has an attitude that says, it's not what I want to be. 

It's not where I want to go. 

It's what he has for me. 

What a great attitude!   Is that not a great attitude? 

That He is right and just? 

That says He knows best? 

Is that not a correct attitude? 



Well, some people need that corrected, and that's what Jeremiah says. 

So we need it corrected. 

Now go with me to Hebrews 12 and I want to show you something. 

Hebrews, chapter 12. 

 I want to talk to you just a little bit about this correction, because God does correct us, doesn't he? 

You've experienced it yourself! 

Hebrews, chapter 12, beginning with verse 6. 

Read it with me, “for whom the Lord loves, he chastens” 

“And he scourges every son whom he receives.” 

Oh, that's good. 

Now look at the next one. 

If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons. 

That's the second time he uses that word SON. 

And then he says, “for what son is he?” 

That's the third time he uses the word SON. 

For what son is he whom the father chastens not? 

In other words, a father doesn't have a son that he doesn't chasten. 

In verse 8, “But if you be without chastening (or chastisement), whereof all are partakers, then you are 

illegitimate and not sons.” 

That's the fourth time he uses the word SON.   This is interesting stuff.  

So go down to verse 10 and let's keep reading. Alright, Hebrews 12:10, “for they, your fathers, verily, for 

a few days chastened us after their own pleasure”, but he, God, does it for our what? 

Profit.  

Think about that. 

So that we might be partakers of His Holiness. 

 I said it before, but every time I read that line I get excited. 

God wants me. I love that God wants me to be a partaker of His Holiness. So don't think God is against 

you. He's for you. 

 And when he does this it just proves that. 

 Now keep reading, 



“Now no chastening for the present seems to be joyous, but grievous, 

 nevertheless afterwards” You know, it's usually afterwards.  While you're going through it,  

 it's no picnic, as we say here in America. 

It's no fun time, no, but afterward, it always is that way. 

That just tells you what kind of God that we serve. 

He's after something, ok., it says afterward 

It yields something, it produces something. 

What? 

The peaceable fruit of righteousness, unto them which are exercised thereby. 

 So, chastening happens, training, correction. 

It happens. God is doing it with judgment. 

Doing it with judgment shows love. 

It shows mercy. 

Let me say that again. 

When God does it with judgment and not in anger, he doesn't do it in anger. 

Oh no he doesn't. 

In judgment, what's that? 

Love and mercy. 

OK, so now you can think a little bit differently about God’s correction in our attitude, right? 

Let me show you another Psalm. 

Psalm 101, verse one. Listen to what he says here.  “I will sing” I like this, I will sing. 

Sing of mercy and judgment. 

Oh Lord. 

So how many can see when he corrects with judgment there's mercy, mercy.   

He's a God of love. 

He loves his sons and his daughters. 

So let me ask this question. 

Why is this correction so important? 

We know that it's connected to divine guidance. 



In fact, if you read Jeremiah 10, you'll hear him say, Oh Lord, it is not in man. 

And then he says, Oh Lord, correct me. 

That's a cry. That's an urgency. That's something that that he's needing in his life, alright? And your life 

and mine, OK? So look at Psalm 101. 

It says mercy and judgment. 

So why is this correction so important? 

Go back with me to Hebrews 12. 

 Let's look at a couple things. 

Why is correction so important? 

Why is God correcting us so vital? 

OK, let's just say it. 

Again, why is this correction so important? 

Look at verse 6. 

“For whom the Lord loves” there it is. 

Let's stop right there, let's stop right there, and let's think about that.  Whom the Lord loves. 

 We're going to answer the question, why? 

Number one is because of his passion. 

OK, that's love, right? 

The Lord loves, he chastens, because of his passion. 

God has a passion for us. 

He is passionate towards you because he loves you. 

I guess we could go on with that, but it's important to know that one of the reasons he corrects us, is 

because of his passion for us. 

What's another reason? 

Keep reading. 

It says “for whom the Lord loves He chastens and scourges every son whom he receives.” 

“If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons, for what son is he whom the father chastens 

not?” 

OK, think about this now. 

What did we just say earlier? How many times did he use the word son, son, son, son.   Four times. 



Do you see that he chastens those whom he loves? 

It's because of his passion, but also this, number 2.  

Because of the proof it brings. 

Proof of what? 

Ah, that you are what? 

You are his child, you are his child, you are his sons. 

In other words, when he chastises, when he corrects,  it shows his passion, and it proves who you are. 

It shows that he loves you and it shows who you are. 

You are one of his. 

That is exciting. 

But look at another one. 

Jump with me to verse 10, OK? 

“For they, verily for a few days, chasten us after their own pleasure” 

 But He does it for our profit. 

That's right. For our profit. 

God has a purpose for it. 

It's a profitable venture for you. 

God has something in mind for each one of us. 

I love this. 

So we need our attitude corrected.  When God does it he does it because he loves us. 

He does it because we're sons. 

And he does it for our profit. 

What's the profit? 

Go back now to verse 10.  “but he for our profit” 

Here it comes, here it comes. 

You already are ahead of me. 

“that we might be partakers” 

Look at this. 

So we have “that we might be partakers of His Holiness.” 



Do you know that when you got saved you were a partaker of his divine nature? 

Now that you're saved, you're going to experience correction, because he wants you to be a partaker 

of His Holiness. 

It's great to be saved, ladies and gentlemen. 

We must be saved. 

But every day we live, and God moves in our lives, we are becoming more like Jesus. 

It's called sanctification. 

He wants us to be partakers of His Holiness. 

Glory to God. 

Did you know that you can be a partaker of His Holiness? 

Now we are not partakers of his Omniscience. 

His Omnipresence, his Omnipotence, no, we're not partakers of his Immutability, 

(that means God never changes)  no, but we can be partakers of the attributes of God that he 

communicates to us. 

Well, I'll tell you what I mean. 

In Ephesians, chapter 5, verse one, it says “be therefore” or become. 

That's the word become, it means a process, ongoing, fluid. 

“Become ye therefore followers of God, as dear children”, or because you are his children, sons, 

children, sons. 

Do you see that? 

So, he says, “be therefore followers of God”. 

That means imitators of God. 

How can you imitate God? 

You can't imitate him, follow him, imitate him in his Omniscience. 

Omnipotence, Omnipresence, Immutability. 

Oh no, no, those are divine attributes. 

We're human.  But God does say we can imitate him, be partakers of His Holiness. 

Hebrews 12 says we can partake of His Holiness. 

The Bible says “be ye holy for I am holy” 



So that's a communicable attribute, an attribute of God that can be communicated to us. 

So there you have it. 

We can be partakers of His Holiness, we can be imitators of God in His Holiness, in his righteousness, in 

his love, in his justice. 

That's what it says. 

There are many, many attributes of God that are communicable to us. 

OK, let's look at another one. 

Here's where he says that we may be partakers of his holiness.  Now keep reading with me. 

Verse 11. 

Are you there now? 

“No chastening for the present seems to be joyous, but grievous, nevertheless afterward” 

What happens? 

It yields. 

It yields, it yields fruit. 

Trees yield fruit. 

And he says it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness. 

So we have the profit.   That we are partakers of His Holiness. 

Alright, #2, so that we might be producing. Producing what? 

The Fruit of righteousness. 

I just think that's so cool. 

So what I'm saying is, God wants to correct us. 

He does it because he loves us. 

He does it because we're sons, and he does it because he wants it to profit us so that we can become 

more like Jesus. 

I'm looking at my chastisement from the Lord a little bit differently now. 

 I hope you are, too. 

You see, this isn't just an Institute, OK? 

We're not just trying to give out information only. 

 I want the God that I serve to help me impart truth. 



Truth that doesn't change. 

I want to be a partaker of His Holiness. 

Hear me, Pastor, teacher, leader, Deacon. 

He wants us to produce the fruit of righteousness, this God that we serve wants us to have this. 

He does it because he loves you. 

He does it because of who you are, and he does it because of what it's going to do in your life.  

Profit. 

Now I want to go back. 

Just for the short time we have left. 

Let's go back right here to Agency. 

So now we've mentioned Areas, Agency and Attitude. 

We know that it's God who's the divine agent and now he uses his Holy Spirit. 

Because he's the Active agent. 

The Holy Spirit is the Active agent of the Godhead.  He is God. 

So God is the one who leads and guides, right? 

Isn’t that why we need guidance from God? 

Why can't we get guidance from our mother? 

Well,  your mother does give you good guidance, doesn't she? 

Well, didn't she? 

When you were little, she probably used God’s Word to help you, didn't she? if she was a Christian. 

We all know that we need guidance from our parents and people that we admire and we look up to, 

that are serving God.  They give us godly counsel. 

Where, where did they get it? 

From where?  They had to get it from God’s Word, wouldn't you say? 

But the question is this. 

Is God the one who's guiding us? 

Why is it important that we receive divine guidance from God? 

Can’t I just get it from anywhere? Well, people do get it from many places. 

And again, there is godly counsel, and we need to seek that, of course. 



But notice the key phrase “godly counsel.” 

But I'm dealing with divine guidance here from the Lord, who is our Father. 

OK, now listen to this. Why is it that we need divine guidance from God? 

Now, there are many reasons, but number one is this, 

 I wrote down Omniscient. 

He is Omniscient. 

In other words, we need divine guidance from God because he knows everything. 

He knows the end from the beginning. 

There's no one who knows you like God. 

No one. 

Not your mother, your father, your pastor. 

God knows you. 

He is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. 

So let me just say it this way. 

I want divine guidance from God because he knows me better than anyone else in the entire universe. 

God is Omniscient. He knows you. He knows me.  From beginning to end. 

Now I want to give you another reason. 

As I said, there are several things, but I'm just giving you two things that are on my heart right now. 

#2 it is because He has a plan for me, and he wants to see that plan come to fruition. 

He wants to see that plan come to fruition. 

He has a plan and a purpose for every individual. 

Let me just say it another way. 

I need God to guide me. I want him to guide me, but I need him to do it because I am not here by 

accident. 

I am not accidental. 

OK, we're not here by accident. 

How many would agree with that? 

We being here is not accidental or by chance. 

Oh no. 



Let me say it this way. 

 It is intentional. Not accidental. 

So you are not an accident. 

See, I need God to guide me because he has a plan for my life and I am no accident. 

Wouldn't it make sense then, that the one who created you, the one who made you, 

the one who put you on this earth at this time, this chronological time in the universe, 

would it not make sense that the one who placed you here is the one who knows exactly where to take 

you, and how to take you? 

Yes, absolutely. 

Let me do this. 

I want to share this with you. 

He has a plan for all of our lives and I want to use this. 

It's his will.  It's his will for you. 

Doesn't everyone want to know what God wants them to do in their life? 

Well, sure, let's do it this way. 

I've got these three circles here I want to use. 

All right? 

Number one is this one. 

I want you to see this. 

OK? 

Can you see that? 

Let's put it up here. 

There. That circle right there represents the sovereign will of God. 

 In this circle is the sovereign will of God. In other words, God has a will that is sovereign.   The Bible says 

that  the King's heart is in the hand of the Lord. 

The Bible says in Daniel 4 that the Lord  is the one who does things according to his will. 

But let me give you another verse to show you what I mean by God's will being sovereign, or that God 

has a sovereign will. Think of this, John 14:1, Jesus said, 

“Don't let your heart be troubled. You believe in God. Believe also in me, in my Father's house are many 

mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you.” 



Did you hear that? 

Now listen to the next line. 

“I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go to prepare a place for you.” 

Here it comes, here it comes. 

He says, “I will” 

Not maybe. 

“I will come again and receive you unto myself, so that where I am, you may be also.” 

Can you praise God for that? 

So what we're saying is it is his will that Jesus Christ is coming back, and it doesn't matter what anybody 

says. 

It is the sovereign will of God. 

Jesus is coming. And there's nothing anybody can do to change it. 

Isn't that great? 

But I want to show you something else. 

The next circle. All right? 

And this is the moral will of God.  And we're going to put this right here. 

OK, there it is. 

This is the moral will of God, and we're going to write “moral will.” 

What do we mean by that? 

Well, we're talking about the Word of God.  

We're talking about this Bible right here, this Bible right here, and it tells us the will of God for our lives, 

right? 

You're going to find it in this Book. 

This is called the New Testament and Old Testament, right? 

What is a testament? 

You know what a testament is.  Before a person dies, they usually make up what's called a “will”. 

And they call it their last will and testament. 

God’s will is his testament, his disposition, his attitude. 

 So, God’s will is right here in this Bible. 



But notice, notice these two things overlap. 

Do you see that they overlap? 

Meaning what? 

Well, really it means that the moral will of God, this Book, will never go contrary to the sovereign will of 

God. 

They mesh together all right. 

One is not separated from the other. 

Oh no, it doesn't act contrary to the sovereign will of God. 

No, no, they're friends. 

OK, so we have the will of God right here in this Book, and I can tell you that God's will speaks for itself 

in the Bible. 

If you want to know what God wants you to do, Sir, ma'am, father, husband, pastor, get into the Book. 

Teach your people that. 

Teach the people that the word of God is also the will of God. 

That's right. 

The will of God and the word of God go together. 

Here it is. 

The will of God is not contrary to the sovereignty of God. 

OK, now let's look at the last one. 

Now before we do that, I'll give you a verse here. 

The Bible says, “the Lord is not willing, God is not willing, that any should perish” 

That's in the Book. 

You know what else is in the Book? 

It is God's will that you be sanctified. First Thessalonians chapter 4. The Bible also says. this is the will of 

God, that you be thankful. 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 5. 

 And we can go on. 

I'll give you another one, the will of God, right out of this book. 

You don't have to pray about it. 

Here it is, it says in the Bible, in Corinthians, 

Do not be unequally yoked together with an unbeliever. 



Stop praying about it. 

It's clear. 

It's right in the book. 

OK, so I gave you an example. 

Jesus is coming back. 

Whether we like it or not, it's going to happen. 

The Sovereign will of God will take place. 

Here's the Moral will of God. It's never contrary to the sovereign will of God. It's in the book. 

 #3. This is what we started to talk about here. 

I had to show you these two to get to this one. 

OK, Are you ready? OK, here it is. 

We have the Individual will of God right here. 

So in other words, there's also the Individual will of God. 

This is getting  smaller,  this is a smaller circle. 

OK, individual will of God. 

OK, why is it smaller? 

Because God has an individual rule, plan, for each person’s life. 

Let's say it again, you are not accidental, alright? 

You are not accidental. 

You are here for a purpose. I give you a verse. Jeremiah, chapter 29. It says this.” I know the plans. 

I have for you” the purposes I have for you. 

I know the thoughts that I think toward you. 

Have you ever read that, in Jeremiah 29?  I think it's verse 11.  He says I know the plans I have for you. 

Do you know God has a plan just for you? 

This is why we need God to guide us. 

Because he's the one who has the plan, who knows the plan, who made the plan for your individual life. 

But notice this overlaps with the word of God. 

Do you see that? That means God plan, 

Get this. Oh, I feel this one. 



I'll tell you God’s plan for my life, for your life, will never go contrary to the word of God. 

You see how excited I get? 

Happens a lot here. 

God's plan for your life never goes contrary to the word of God, which never goes contrary to the 

sovereignty of God. 

Think about that now. 

Go back now to the individual will of God. 

“I know the plans I have for you.” 

Do you remember? OK. 

But also look at this verse, Jeremiah 18. 

Jeremiah 18, God shows us another truth here proving that he has an individual plan. 

What's that?  Jeremiah 18. 

Jeremiah 18, verse one, God says “Jeremiah, I want you to go down to the Potter’s House and I want you 

to observe what's going on” 

And when he does, he sees a Potter, he sees a wheel, and he sees a piece of clay. 

And here's what we have. 

The Potter is God. 

The wheel that the clay is slammed down on  is the circumstances of our life. 

It's the spinning wheel of circumstance. 

God uses circumstances of life to shape and to mold this piece of Clay. 

How many are with me so far? 

Ok, the Clay is you, and the wheel is the circumstances, and the Potter takes the clay and he slams it 

down on that wheel. 

Now that could hurt you, right? 

But then what does he do? 

He begins to spin that wheel and that’s when we see God hands come upon that clay. 

And he squeezes, and he pushes, and he pulls, and he makes a vessel. 

Oh, glory to God. 

He makes a vessel of honor for him. 

How many can see that? 



So what are you saying, Pastor Jerry? 

I'm saying this. 

In the mind of God, the Potter, there has always been a plan, a will, a purpose. 

There has been something in the mind of God that he has ready for you. 

And when you look in Jeremiah, chapter one, verse 5, listen to what you'll find. 

Let's go there and let me read this verse to you. 

This is so cool. Jeremiah, chapter one. 

It says, “before I formed thee in the belly”, I knew you” Look at that! 

 “and before you came forth out of the womb I sanctified you”  

I separated you, I sanctified you, and” I appointed you a prophet unto the nations”. 

Does everybody see that? 

Look at the next verse. 

Is this you? Is this the way you are? 

He says, “Then said I,  ah, Lord God, behold, I cannot speak, for I am a child.” 

You see that? 

But listen to how the Lord responds. 

“But the Lord said unto me, say not, I am a child, for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee.” 

How many see God guiding him? How many see God moving in him? How many see it? 

He says, “you will go where I send you.” 

Get this. 

“So, whatever I command you, thou shall speak.” 

How many see the divine Agency of God, separating him, calling him, appointing him, sanctifying him. 

Before he was ever born, God had a plan for his life, and God has a plan for your life. 

And don't you ever forget that God will want to, if you will allow him, have his way in what you say and 

where you go and how you are, 

because he has that special plan for you. 

And I can tell you folks, you're not an accident. 

You are not accidental, but what are you? 

You are intentional. 



Intentional.   Halleluiah. 

Even that man before he was born was intentional. 

And look at this now, if you'll go to John Chapter 9, I want to read you something. 

Go to John, Chapter 9. 

Now this is good.  You  can preach this. 

Look at John, chapter 9 verse 2. 

Actually, we better read verse one. 

I wasn't going to, but I think I need to read verse one. 

In John Chapter 9 and looking at verse one, here's what it says. 

It's important here. 

“And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth.” 

He was blind from his birth. 

Did God know that? 

Sure, look at this. And his disciples asked him the first thing that comes to their mind. 

All right, Lord, who did it? Who did it? 

What do you mean? 

 “Who did sin, this man or his parents that he was born blind?” 

You see that? 

So the first thing they want to know is whose fault is it? 

Who sinned? 

Now notice what Jesus says. 

“Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents”. 

That doesn't mean they never sinned. 

No, it just means that sin was not the CAUSE of this young man's blindness. 

But notice. 

“Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents, but that the works of God should be made manifest in 

him.” 

How many see that? 

What do you get out of that? 



Oh, ladies and gentlemen, I'll tell you what I get. 

I get that God knew, God knew from the very beginning of this young man's life that he would be used 

as an instrument. 

He would be used as an instrument, a vessel of divine purpose, to testify of the healing power of God 

Almighty and to testify to the people around that Jesus truly is the Son of the living God. 

 I don't know about you, but that just really gets to me. 

I can't help myself.  Think about it. 

He testifies to the healing power of God. 

He testifies to the fact that Jesus is the Son of the God, the Living One. 

 I encourage you today. 

He has a plan for your life. 

This is what I encourage you with. 

Find the will of God and do it. 

The Sovereign will of God is that Jesus is coming back. 

There's no time to waste. 

Get into the moral will of God to find out what he wants you to do now, so that he can show you the 

individual plan for your life, which will not be contrary to the word of God or contrary to the sovereignty 

of God, but will all work hand in hand,  

God showing you and showing me that he certainly is the agent of divine guidance. 

And don't worry. You might have messed up before. 

Is that you? Well, I assure you, God can take up where you messed it up. 

Just come back to him and say, Lord, I stepped out of the circle of your will, and now, Lord, I ask you to 

forgive me and I ask you, Jesus, to put me back in your will. 

Thank you for it, Lord Jesus, in your name. 

And when you do that, you can get back in his will. 

It's not a magic wand. There's no magic formula. 

He delights to show you his way. 

Just make sure your attitude towards God is what it ought to be. 

Because the attitude of your heart towards God, 

Are you going to help me with this? 



As we close this up, the attitude of your heart toward God establishes the basis of guidance from God. 

Amen. Amen. See you next time! 

 


