Elijah, Passing the Mantle – Making Disciples
1 Kings 19:15-21
God is never taken by surprise by the situation or circumstance that we find ourselves. The flight of fear that Elijah had taken was no set-back for a sovereign God. The God of the mountain is still God in the valley! (song written by Tracy Dartt made popular by the McKamey’s Quartet)
Elijah may have felt like a failure and that his work was done, but God had much for the prophet to do! As long as God leaves us here, we have work to do! Take heart today, God is still at work “in and through” you.
· It’s time to                          to work (15-17). When we become defeated by focusing upon our past, the best remedy is to lift-up our heads and get to work! God reminded the prophet that he had a future, a work to finish.
When I find myself discouraged, having a pity-party, I have found the best thing to do is get up and get focused upon others. Visit a nursing home, make a meal for a sick neighbor, write some get-well cards, or spend some time praying for others. Usually pity-parties come when we are too inwardly focused.
· It’s time to                                    God’s greater glory (18). Part of the prophet’s discouragement had come from his myopic vision; the prophet was very short-sighted in his evaluation of things. 
Elijah says, “I alone” am left (10 & 14) but the real truth was “I have 7,000 in Israel that have not bowed to Baal” (18).
Having a greater kingdom vision will sustain you when it doesn’t seem like much is happening around you or in your church. God is working and He is working globally. There may be times of scarcity in one field, while times of harvest in another.
It’s time to                                    ourselves in equipping others (19-21). Elijah was directed by the Lord to anoint his successor, 
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· It’s time to                                    ourselves in equipping others (19-21). Elijah was directed by the Lord to anoint his successor, Elisha. This picture of Elijah “casting his mantle over Elisha” is a beautiful picture of passing the baton to the next generation.
· Elisha’s name means, “My God saves.”
· Elisha was a farmer, a wealthy farmer; he had twelve pairs of oxen.
· Elisha had family and family obligations.
Yet the call of discipleship was issued and received!
· Elisha had a change of direction (20a).
· Elisha had a change of devotion (20b).
· Elisha had a change of vocation (21).
Discipleship and disciple-making demand sacrifice. We cannot follow the Lord and remain where we are. We cannot serve the Lord and serve our own interests. We cannot disciple another without the investment of ourselves. 
Jesus seems to pull from this narrative when He taught about discipleship: Luke 9:57-62.
Elisha was being called to follow a prophet; we are being called to follow the Son of God! Our commitment and devotion to the Lord must be serious and supreme.
Application: It’s not over till it’s over; keep serving the Lord.
Focus upon the greater glory of God; He is working all over the world.
Remember passing the baton is a process; be intentional about investing in others. 
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