“O Worship the King” 
John 12:1-19
Today we celebrate Palm Sunday and prepare our hearts for the worship of Holy Week. It was a week filled with conspiracy and devotion, betrayal and worship, the love of God and the hatred of men. It was a week that had been ordained by the Godhead before the world began. It is the eternal plan of redemption, designed before time, before man was created or before man sinned. It was the single most important week in human history.   
This morning let us prepare our hearts for Holy week as we draw our attention to two expressions of worship: public and private worship. 
•	The                             worship of the King (John 12:1-11). Let us pause before focusing upon the events of Palm Sunday and notice an event the evening before Palm Sunday. On Saturday evening, in the sleepy little hamlet of Bethany, supper was being prepared in the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. 
Note: Martha was serving, Lazarus was reclining at the table, but Mary was worshiping her Lord and preparing Him for impending death.
· Worship is not                            to the temple or the church building.
· Worship is often                           and sacrificial.
· Worship is focused upon                      alone.
· Worship is sometimes                              by others.
· Worship is                                     by the Lord. He was pleased!
•	The                         worship of the King (John 12:12-19). As Jesus entered into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, the whole city was stirred with the worship of the crowds. Jerusalem was filled with pilgrims from all over the Roman Empire. 
This was the large crowd that came for the greatest holidays of Judaism - Passover. Many of them came from the Galilee area. When they came, they came with lambs. They had come to sacrifice the Passover, when into Jerusalem comes their King! 
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Why palm branches? They greeted Jesus as a king, though ignorant of the nature of His kingship. It would seem that they looked upon Him as a potential nationalist leader, with whose help they might be able to become wholly independent of foreign powers.
“From the time of the Maccabees palms or palm-branches had been used as a national symbol. Later, palms appeared as national symbols on coins.” (FF Bruce)
Why did Jesus choose a young donkey? 
First, to fulfill Scripture: because it was prophesied that Messiah would come in such manner (Zechariah 9:9).
Secondly, it identified Jesus with the royal line of David. After David the Hebrew kings and warriors switched to horses. 
Thirdly, it identified Christ’s mission as a peaceful mission; when Kings enter on white stallions it usually means war. When Jesus came the first time, He rode a donkey; when He comes again, He will ride a white horse coming in conquest (Rev. 19:11-16)!
Fourthly, it demonstrates the great humility and lowliness of Christ.  
Unfortunately, the praise the people lavished on Jesus was not because they recognized Him as their Savior from sin. They welcomed Him out of their desire for a messianic deliverer, someone who would lead them in a revolt against Rome. There were many who, though they did not believe in Christ as Savior, nevertheless hoped that perhaps He would be to them a great temporal deliverer.
Application: The Lord is worthy of the worship of all people.
Public worship without private worship can become hypocrisy.
Private worship will increase our desire for public worship.
How is your worship life?
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