“The Heart of a Great Woman – (Part 1)” – 2 Kings 4:8-17
Happy Mother’s Day
Today we continue our study of Elijah and Elisha with one of the miracles Elisha performed involving a Shunammite woman and her son. The story is one filled with the power and provision of God, as well as the provision and care of this virtuous woman. (The narrative is so detailed we must divide it into two sermons.)
The                             of the Story: Elisha was carrying out an itinerate ministry, not unlike the circuit riding preachers in the history of America. He traveled and ministered to the people; therefore, the way was hard. 
•	This great woman had a heart for                                    (8). It is interesting the contrast between this woman and the woman we studied last week. 
KJV calls this woman a “great” woman. ESV calls this woman a “wealthy” woman. NASB calls her a “prominent” woman. 
She desired to be a blessing to the man of God! She fed him and gave him a place to rest on his long journey. The Bible instructs us to exercise hospitality, showing compassion by the way we share the resources that we have been given.   
Examples: Lydia: (Acts 16:15) Mary and Martha: (Luke 10:38).
(Rom 12:13, 1 Peter 4:9, Heb 13:2)
The main theme of 3rd John is the subject of showing hospitality to traveling ministers.
Note: God is not impressed by the size or value of our house, He is blessed when we open our doors and show Christian hospitality!
•	This great woman had the heart of her                             (9-10). Here we get an insight into the relationship between the woman and her husband. 
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Note: God is not impressed by the size or value of our house, He is blessed when we open our doors and show Christian hospitality!
•	This great woman had the heart of her                             (9-10). Here we get an insight into the relationship between the woman and her husband. 
She is no Jezebel! This great woman had gained the trust of her husband; she shared her plans and asked him to join her in providing for the holy man of God. 
Two words are important: She “perceived.” Women often are more perceptive than men! She said, “Please.” She did not demand, she asked. There is no mention of any argument or disagreement.
Note: How blessed is a marriage where there can be joint agreement in decisions. 
•	This great woman had a heart for the                          (10b-11). The home renovation was designed to provide time for rest, study, and prayer. This room was in all probability a room built on to the upper chamber of the house, possibly with an outer entrance for privacy.
Note: What a blessing to the man of God are those that enable him to spend time in the Word of God, as well as time in rest and reflection. 
•	This great woman was rewarded with a                (12-17). The man of God desired to bless the hospitality of this woman, so he asked what he could do for her (vs.13).
Her reply is a curious reply, “I live among my own people.” In other words, “I’m good!”
Contentment is not determined by the abundance of resources; it is learning to appreciate and have gratitude even though there may be lack or need. (Philippians 4:11-12)
Application: Praise God for Christian hospitality; be open to it!
Praise God for women who honor God and encourage their husbands to do likewise!
Praise God for contentment; Lord help us to learn it!
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