“Can God Open the Windows of Heaven?”
 2 Kings 6 and 7
This morning we conclude our series on Elijah and Elisha. We have read of the miraculous activity of our sovereign God in both great and small miracles. Today we examine a narrative that moves from the dire need of a devastating famine to the abundance of resources in a day’s time.
· We live in a broken,                          world (6:24-30). Here in these verses, we read of a devastating crisis caused by the army of Ben-hadad, king of Aram, besieging the city of Samaria.
Often during times of battle, armies would surround a fortified city and then cut off all supplies in order to starve them into submission.
Note: Due to the sinful nature of man, man can and will do much evil to one another! Pray for peace in our world.
· Our broken,                           world often blames God for its troubles (6:31-33). The reality of man’s rebellion against his Creator has brought a curse upon all of the created order. According to Romans 8:18-22, all creation is groaning under the curse of sin!
The presence of evil and suffering in the world is a difficult reality. Many conclude that either God is good, but not Sovereign, or God is Sovereign, but not good. Others conclude that God does not exist or that He simply created and now everything is running its course.
This is not the God of the Bible!
Note: It is no problem for our God to work through the present suffering and evil and bring everything into submission to His plan. Suffering has meaning for the Christian.  
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· God changes everything in a                    (7:1-7). Chapter seven begins with Elisha making a prophecy that in a single day, God would bring about an end of the famine and there would be a surplus of plenty!
The king’s servant said, “Behold, If God were to make windows in heaven could this thing be?” However, God moves in mysterious ways, His wonders to perform.  Who could imagine that four lepers would be the instrument of blessing God would use?
Note: For the Christian, this world is not our final destination; we are not home yet! One day everything will change in a moment, either the coming of the Lord or by way of death. Either way, God makes all things new!
· We have a responsibility to share the _________________ (7:8-20). These four men were convicted of their silence concerning the good news of plenty!
We do not do right when we soak up the blessings of God’s gospel of grace and never share the good news with others dying in their sin.
Application points: Don’t lose heart when you see evil and suffering in this world, God will receive glory out of the chaos. Trust Him!
Remember that God is making everything new, and it could be today. Live for Him!
Remember the gospel is the power of God unto salvation. Share Him with others!
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