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INTRODUCTION

In today’s key passage of Scripture, the disciples and the followers 
of Jesus are trying to understand from Jesus what is the best way 
to get to God the Father. It starts with Jesus telling them in John 
13:33 that He is going someplace that they cannot go as long as 
they keep thinking the say way. He then proceeds to unfold for 
them then and us now another way to get home to God the Father. 
I like this because people tend to think that the way they know or 
the way they’ve been taught or the way they’ve experienced God is 
the only way to know Him. But these verses challenge us to think 
outside the box when it comes to understanding what we need to 
do and how we need to live in order to be acceptable to God. 

KEY POINTS 

1. Our God Is A God Of Inclusion 
God never intended for all of His followers to look the same. He 
never intended for His followers to only come from one nation or 
one area of the world. The message of the gospel is for all people, 
and there is no one outside of its reach. We see over and over 
again in Scripture how Jesus reached out to the people who most 
others would ignore or disregard. He didn’t pay attention to 
cultural norms. He didn’t care about what everything else 
thought. He made it abundantly clear that anyone could follow 
Him if they surrendered their life to Him and placed their faith in 
Him. Therefore our outlook should be the same.  

2. Our God Is A God Of Love, Not Legalism 
Jesus told His disciples to love one another, and if they did, 
people would recognize them as His disciples. Rather than being 
known by their religious legalism as the scribes and Pharisees 
were known to obsess about, Jesus tells them that love is how we 
get close to God. Think about how differently we would live if we 
focused on loving others rather than making sure everyone 
followed the rules perfectly.  

NOTES
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NOTES3. Our God Is A God Who Sets An Example 
One of the greatest things about the Bible is that we get to read 
about the life of Jesus and read exactly how He lived and loved. 
We get to learn about the example He set so that we can apply that 
example to our own lives. God didn’t choose to just sit up in 
heaven and tell us to figure out how to live on our own, leaving us 
to guess how to follow Him and honor Him. Instead, He came 
down from heaven in the form of a human and set a perfect 
example of how to live a godly life.  
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Who is someone you may have been thinking was too far gone for the gospel 
that God might be nudging you to reach out to and show the love of Jesus to? 

2. When was a time you chose legalism over love? What can you learn from 
that experience? 

3. What is one thing about Jesus’ life and character that you would like to try to 
emulate more frequently?
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