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INTRODUCTION

There is a lot of hope to be found in the story of Nehemiah. As you 
read through this particular book of the Bible, you’ll see that even 
though the walls of Jerusalem have been torn down and 
destroyed, they could rebuild and rebound. And we are given a 
template in the book of Nehemiah for how to rebuild our lives 
after a season of great suffering, disappointment, and shame. 
There are three specific steps Nehemiah and the others took as 
they moved forward with rebuilding, and those three steps are 
what we’re going to look at today.  

KEY POINTS 

1. Prioritize Worship 
There is no way any of us would be where we are and who we are 
without the grace and mercy of God. What you know, God taught 
you. Where you have been, He took you, and what you have, He 
has given to you. If it weren’t for the Lord’s protection, we would 
have been consumed. We can’t get to the other side of life’s storm 
and forget to thank the God who got us through the storm.  

If you’re walking through a season of rebuilding right now, I 
would encourage you to look at your situation as an excellent 
opportunity to reprioritize worship. And I don’t simply mean 
going to church as a formality, or just logging in online out of 
convenience. Biblical worship isn’t about convenience. Biblical 
worship is about sacrifice. And it’s a sacrifice we must be ready 
and willing to make if we want to be able to rebuild all that has 
crumbled in our lives. 

2. Prioritize The Word 
As we look individually and collectively at how to move forward 
from where we are right now, we must prioritize God’s Word. It’s 
the power of His Word that allowed Israel to walk across the dry 
sea. It was the power of His Word that gave Gideon victory with a 
small army. It was the power of His Word that brought down the 
wall of Jericho. It was His word that healed the centurion’s 
servant. It was His Word that held Peter on top of the water, and 
it was the power of His Word that gave the disciples the biggest 
catch of fish they had ever seen. 

NOTES
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NOTESThe Bible says, “The grass withers and the flower fades but his 
word will stand forever.” The Bible says that heaven and earth will 
pass away before his word return void. If we are to get back in 
stride again, we should eagerly and feverishly make God’s Word, 
whether that’s hearing it corporately or reading it privately, a 
priority in our lives. 

3. Prioritize Witnessing 
Real worship doesn’t end with causing one to feel good on the 
inside. It ends when it leads us to go out there and make a 
difference in the world on the outside. It’s why Jesus said in Luke 
4, “The spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor, he has sent me to proclaim release 
to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those 
who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  

Rebuilding the walls of the city, renewing a commitment to 
worship, and recommitting to the word should result in going out 
in the world to be a witness. God through Nehemiah told them 
that their worship and commitment to the Word should cause 
them to go and share their blessings and benefits with others who 
need what we have. We would be wise to do the same. 
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Which of the three priorities above (worship, the Word, and witnessing) do 
you find the easiest to prioritize in your life? Why is that? 

2. Which of the three priorities above do you struggle the most to prioritize? 
Explain your answer. 

3. What is one practical step you can take this week to prioritize worshipping, 
the Word, or witnessing in your everyday life? 
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