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INTRODUCTION

Did you know that the plans God has for your life are BETTER 
than anything you have planned for your life? That is right. Even 
if you have the highest dreams and hopes for yourself, they cannot 
even compare to God’s plans for your life. Since we serve a God 
who wants us to succeed, who wants us to be better, do better, and 
have better, it is possible that rather than discarding us, He will 
put us on a plan to develop us. He doesn’t want us to be average, 
mediocre, or ordinary. And so, when He sees that we are living 
beneath our potential, when He sees that we are going down the 
wrong path, when He sees that we could do better, have a stronger 
prayer life, expand our knowledge of the Word, or increase our 
service, our sacrifice, our worship, our obedience, and our giving 
to Him...He gives us opportunities to improve. So how do we take 
advantage of these opportunities? Well, that’s exactly what we’re 
going to look at in this message.  

KEY POINTS 

1. Talk To The Gardener 
The key to today’s passage of Scripture hinges upon what happens 
between verses 6 and 7. The passage says, “Then he told this 
parable: ‘A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he 
went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. So he said to the 
man who took care of the vineyard, For three years now I’ve been 
coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut 
it down! Why should it use up the soil?’” 
  
Have you ever felt this type of frustration? Like the fruit of your 
labor is for nothing and you have nothing to show for it? The devil 
loves to use situations like this to discourage us. He wants us to 
turn from what we are doing because we aren’t seeing the results 
we want to see.  
  
That is when it is most critical that we talk to the Gardener. And 
who is the Gardener? God, Himself. The only one who can make 
the fruits of our labor prosper is God. If you are in the midst of 
frustration, and you just don’t know where to turn, the answer is 
to turn to God. 

NOTES
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NOTES2. Take It To The Gardener 
It’s one thing for the man in the parable of Luke 13 to express his 
frustration to the gardener, but it’s another thing for him to totally 
give what he’s dealing with to the one who can handle what he’s 
been struggling with. 
  
This is important to note, for the man experienced frustration 
because he is the one who planted the tree. The man is so 
discouraged by the lack of productivity of the tree because it was 
something that he put together. He meant well. He had a good 
idea, but he didn’t know how to plant or what to do with the fruit 
trees. 

Many of us get frustrated with our lives because what we are 
dealing with is something of our own doing. Instead of us doing 
what God blesses, we ask God to bless what we are doing. We 
make moves and consult God later. Instead of trying to do our own 
thing, we must learn to consult God first. See what He wants us to 
do. I promise it will save you a lot of pain in the long run when you 
trust His will and follow His plan. 
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Have you talked to God about the struggles you’re facing? If not, what is keeping 
you from talking to Him about them? 

2. Once you choose to talk to God about your struggles, do you fully hand them over to 
Him, or do you find yourself still trying to control outcomes and circumstances?  

3. When was a time you chose to talk to God about a problem and completely 
surrendered your issue over to Him? What did you learn from that situation? How 
can you apply that to what you’re currently struggling with? 
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