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The Gathering Place: 
A New Space for Bethany Church

Bethany Family,

   I am so excited to announce that our renovation project is
coming to an end! It has been a long road, taking almost a year
and a half from conception to completion. Thank you to the
members of the multiple committees who have made this
possible through their time, wisdom, and insight. We
appreciate each of you!

   Thank you to everyone who donated their time and finances
to this project. We raised nearly all the money needed to
complete it. Thank you, Bethany Church, for making this
possible!

   We also had volunteers paint, fix minor electrical issues, pot
plants, and install new drop ceilings. Each volunteer has been
invaluable in bringing this project so close to completion.

   The space officially opened on Sunday, November 1, for the
10:30 A.M. service. We still have some minor work to
complete, including the arrival of some Amish furniture and
the installation of signs. It will take the rest of the year to bring
all these final pieces together.

   If you remember, we voted on names for our new space, and
the winner was “The Gathering Place.” Moving forward, we will
refer to this space by that name.
                                                                                            (continued on page 2)
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   The first was to create a welcoming first impression for people visiting our church, whether on a
Sunday morning or for an event during the week. The arrival and departure flow has been eased.
New people will be able to relax and settle into the space while they wait for the service to begin.
They will also have opportunities to meet people who are already part of the Bethany family.

   At the same time, The Gathering Place will serve as a fellowship hub for everyone at Bethany
Church. This was the second reason we decided to renovate. It is our hope that you will grab a
cup of coffee, come early for Sunday school or church, and connect with others. You can also
stay after church to continue those conversations. In fact, I want to challenge you to think of
someone, perhaps someone you do not know very well, or someone you have not connected with
in a while and ask them to meet you before or after the service to catch up. There are a lot of new
faces around the church, and it takes intentionality to meet people and get to know them!

   Finally, the third reason we decided to renovate was to create another space for meetings and
discipleship. The Gathering Place can be used for Bible studies, group events like Mom’s Night
and after-church events like Graduation Sunday. It is also available for birthday parties, baby
showers, and other small gatherings. When you are making your plans, don’t forget that this
space is available! In this way, The Gathering Place will help us fulfill our mission of Serving the
Community, Sharing the Gospel, and Making Disciples, all to the glory of God!

Blessings, Pastor Bob

   As this project begins to move into the rearview mirror, I want to take a moment to remind each
of us why we undertook this project in the first place. We identified three major needs we wanted
to address.

The Gathering Place 

AT  B E T H A N Y



Congratulations,Congratulations,Congratulations,   
      Tami Iman!Tami Iman!Tami Iman!   

Congratulations,‌
  Tami Iman! 
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On Columbus Day, the Deacons prepared a vegetable soup/sandwhich luncheon for Seniors. About
twenty-eight Seniors attended. Several delicious desserts were also served. Jane Deitrick played
several hymns. “Name That Tune” was played and other hymns were sung. Tami Iman was honored as
a Fifty-Year Member of Bethany. Several attendees won centerpieces. Everyone enjoyed the day!



November: A Season for Thankful Hearts
   November is the month when we begin thinking about Thanksgiving, family
gatherings, delicious food, and all the things for which we are grateful. Of
course, some of us are especially thankful when the turkey comes out of the
oven without looking like a piece of charcoal! But beyond the food and
festivities, November gives us a wonderful opportunity to pause and remember
just how blessed we truly are.
   Sometimes, we get so caught up in the busyness of life that we forget to thank
God for the everyday blessings we often take for granted. We thank Him for
answered prayers, but what about the prayers He answers in ways we don't
expect? We thank Him for sunny days, but what about the strength He gives us
on cloudy ones? We thank Him for the big blessings, but what about a kind
word, a helping hand, a warm home, or a friend who makes us laugh when we
need it most?
   Psalm 107:1 reminds us, “Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love
endures forever” (NIV).
   Notice that our gratitude is rooted in God's goodness and unfailing love,not in
having a perfect life or a trouble-free year. Even when life brings
disappointments, challenges, or unanswered questions, we can be thankful
that God remains faithful. His presence does not depend on our
circumstances, and His love never runs out.
   As we enter this Thanksgiving season, let's make gratitude more than a
holiday tradition. Let's look for opportunities to encourage someone, lend a
helping hand, share a smile, and tell others how much they mean to us. A
thankful heart has a way of changing not only our outlook but also the
atmosphere around us.
   And here is a little November challenge: Before you go to bed each night,
name three things for which you are thankful. Some nights, you may list family,
friends, and God's blessings. Other nights, you might be thankful for a good cup
of coffee, a warm blanket, or the fact that you made it through another day
without losing your car keys!
   Whatever your list includes, remember that every good gift comes from our
loving Heavenly Father.
   May our church family be known not only for what we believe but also for the
gratitude, kindness, and love we show to others. After all, thanksgiving
shouldn't be limited to one Thursday in November. It should be a way of life!
May God bless you and your family with thankful hearts and a wonderful
Thanksgiving season.

PAGE 4



Get Ready Bethany Church. It’s time
again for the Operation Christmas
Child shoebox collection! Official
OCC shoeboxes will be available in
the Bethany Church lobby. Please
consider packing a shoebox, include a
$10 donation for shipping, and plan to
bring your shoebox back to the
worship service on Sunday, November
15, when we will dedicate all
shoeboxes collected. Last year,
12,200,000 shoeboxes were shipped
across the globe, so please plan to
participate and help bring the hope of
the Gospel to the ends of the Earth!
(See  next page for more information.)
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NEW
BUILD A SHOEBOX ON-LINE    https://sampur.se/3WdUZJV

HOW TO PACK A BOX VIDEO    https://video.samaritanspurse.org/creative-and-
safe-ways-to-pack-a-shoebox-2/

On Sunday, October 25, 2026, Bethany Church was
recognized by Operation Christmas Child, a division of
Samaritan’s Purse, for 5 years of partnership as an official
drop-off location for shoeboxes donated by other churches
and individuals in Mercer County. In total, Bethany Church
has processed 4,095 shoeboxes since 2021.

Of course, Bethany Church has participated in the Operation
Christmas Child shoebox ministry for decades, but now our
congregation helps collect, pray over, pack in shipping
cartons, and transport shoeboxes to the central drop-off
location in New Castle, PA.

“Your love for the Lord Jesus Christ is demonstrated through
your service and compassion for others. God bless you for
making a difference in the lives of children and their families
through Operation Christmas Child.” – Franklin Graham,
President, Samaritan’s Purse

Bethany Church Recognized by Operation Christmas Child

Jim Urban and Stephanie Kobialka from
Operation Christmas Child’s Central

Drop-off Team present a 5-year
recognition plaque to John Inman,

Bethany Drop- Off Team leader.



Dear Bethany Friends,
We continue to prepare for this year’s Operation Christmas Child Dedication
Sunday that will be held on November 15 during the 10:30 a.m. Worship
Service when we will collect and dedicate shoeboxes.
Bethany Church members and friends have been part of this program for
many, many years by donating hundreds of shoeboxes as well as donations
towards The Greatest Journey – a 12-week lesson discipleship program for
shoebox recipients.
Please consider packing a shoebox, include a $10 donation for shipping, and
bring your box to worship on Sunday, November 15. If you are unable to shop, and
would like to participate, you may pack a shoebox online. The cost is $30. 

Bethany Church will again support Operation Christmas Child this year as a local
drop-off location to collect shoeboxes from Mercer area residents. Volunteers will
be needed on these drop-off days and times, so look for the volunteer sign-up
sheet at the Welcome Center.

If you are interested and would like to volunteer to help pack the shoeboxes
after Worship on November 15, please let me know.

We appreciate your prayers for Operation Christmas Child and the children that
will receive shoeboxes this year. For more information go to
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.

Sincerely,
John Inman
Drop-Off Coordinator
Operation Christmas Child
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Shoebox Drop-Off Days & Times
Mon, Nov. 16: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Tue, Nov. 17: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Wed, Nov. 18: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Thu, Nov. 19: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Fri, Nov. 20: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sat, Nov. 21: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sun, Nov. 22: 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM
Mon, Nov. 23: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Use this QR code to go directly to the 
Bethany Build a Shoebox! 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ


BETHANY  YOUTHBETHANY  YOUTH
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11/01: Sunday School: 9:30a
               Youth Group: 6-8:00p
11/02: The Bridge: 6-8:30p
11/08: Sunday School: 9:30a
               Youth Group: 6-8:00p
11/09: The Bridge: 6-8:30p
11/15: Sunday School: 9:30a
               Youth Group: 6-8:00p

11/16:  The Bridge: 6:30p - 8:30p
11/22:  Sunday School: 9:30a
                Youth Group: 4- 8:00p 
                 (Friendsgiving Celebration)
11/28:   Christmas Decorating Day!
                 10:00a
11/29:    Sunday School: 9:30a
                  Youth Group: 6- 8:00p

NOVEMBER SCHEDULE

Hello Bethany Family!
The teens have been super busy as they finish 

up the first quarter of the school year!
Shout out to all of our seniors in Fall activities:

Karleigh Heckathorn- Soccer
Alex Mitchell- Marching Band
Elsea Moeller- Cross Country
Emma Stelter- Marching Band

   Since the start of the school year, we have been diving into our new series for Sunday School and Youth Group.
In Sunday School, we have started our dive into the Gospel of John, learning about who Jesus is, who John the
Baptist is, and what their ministries are all about! The Youth Group has been Journeying Through Genesis, going
story by story in Genesis, learning about how God reveals Himself, His nature, and man’s nature. 
   In October, the Bridge program and the Youth Group teamed up and took a trip to Irons Mill Farmstead to enjoy
the corn maze and other attractions there!
   November hosts a lot of fun for us in Youth! On Sunday, November 22nd at 4pm, we are having our
Friendsgiving Dinner to coincide with our normal Youth Group! That following Saturday, November 28th, we are
having our Christmas Decorating Day in the Manse. We are going to go shopping at Kraynak’s, come back to the
manse and decorate, bake some Christmas Cookies, and end the evening enjoying our cookies with hot
chocolate and a movie!
   As we are starting to enter the beginnings of the heaviness of the school year, please continue to pray for our
teens. Pray that they stay strong in the Lord, and look to Him for guidance, comfort, rest, and security. Pray for
our teachers, administrators, and all school staff, as well!   Micah Wojnowski



     Sometimes life can be very hectic and busy...
making car care not being the center of attention.
Last year, it was decided to offer a Car Care Day to
our single women and widows of Bethany Church.
We think it’s a good practice to have someone look
under the hood once in a while.
      These autos today are subjected to a lot of heat
under the hoods and are very complicated and
require a trained eye to detect small problems
before they become major issues. Our team did an
excellent job to help these vehicles make it through
the winter months. 
  Bethany’s 2nd annual Car Care Day was
September 29th, and it went extremely well. With
co-operation from the weather and our clients
being on time, we were able to service seven cars in
just under two hours, making the evening a
success. 
     Some of the issues we uncovered were low tires,
bad tires, low oil, low brake fluid, minimal temp
anti-freeze, low radiator levels, bad wiper blades,
foggy headlights, expired inspection stickers, and
engine warning lights on. Many thanks to our team
of techs that were able to inspect tire tread depth,
adjust tire pressures, check anti-freeze and adjust
if necessary, check and adjust all levels of liquid
under the hood, check all exterior lighting and
wiper blades, scan engine lights, make
recommendations, and vacuum out the cars
interior. 
   Many thanks to our team of volunteers who
worked tirelessly and professionally to accomplish
these tasks: Norm Bender, David Best, Ed Lindey,
Dale McQuown, Mark Muehlman and Sam Smith . PAGE 8
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18 New Bicycles
Many of our students know what it’s like to travel a long distance to school each day. This month, 18 students
at our Junior Secondary School in Rokassa received bicycles to help them travel from their communities to
school. Our staff in Sierra Leone shared how joyful the students and their parents were as the bicycles were
distributed. We’re so grateful for the donors who provided these bicycles. Thank you for helping make the trip
to school a little easier for our students!

Seeing students holding their new supplies and
uniforms is a special part of the beginning of every
school year. Each school uniform is sewn by hand
in Sierra Leone, and students also receive school
supplies like books, notebooks, and pens.

If you sponsor a student or give to EduNations,
this is one of the many ways your generosity
reaches our students. Thank you for helping
provide the practical things they need as they
return to the classroom.
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Session 2 started on September 22nd and finished
on October 13th , for a total of four classes with
six great participants. It has been a joy to work
with the men and women who signed up through
The Haven. Each week they prepared two recipes,
such as Meatloaf using ground chicken, Waldorf
Salad, Chicken Divan, and Graham cracker crust
pie. A big hit was Beef (chicken) barley soup. Many
of the recipes incorporated food items that are
often distributed through The Haven.

Not only do the participants enjoy creating new
dishes, which they are able to take home
following the class, but the Bethany volunteers
have been blessed as they work along side this
special group. Each week they go home with a
give-away such as cinnamon, garlic powder, or a
jar for salad dressing, and of course copies of the
recipes.

The Lord has made us aware how special the
group has become to us and to each other. During
a recent class we were made aware of how the
individuals have been touched when one of them
commented, “It’s not just about the cooking.” God
has definitely been at work.

Five of the ladies joined us for “Soup and
Encouragement” and enjoyed the food and
fellowship. It was also an opportunity for all of us
to meet Jen’s five-month-old son. So special!

As we ended the last class of Session 2, we
sampled Chicken Divan and a salad topped
with homemade salad dressing. Pastor Bob
and Sue Allen joined us and shared the
wonderful salvation gospel, as well as,
making sure that each one knows they are
welcome to join us for Sunday morning
worship and other activities. They were also
each given a final gift consisting of a
microwave cozy (so nicely made by Mary
McElfresh) wrapped around a whisk. We
were also blessed to have Amy Hayes join
us as a fill-in. Her skills and sweet
personality were a welcome addition. God
is Good and it is always a blessing to serve
Him.
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6 2 4

9 4 5

8 7 1

4 1 ?

WHAT NUMBER SHOULD
 REPLACE THE QUESTION 

MARK IN THE BOX 
TO THE RIGHT?

PUZZLE 
TIME 

SWITCHEROO 
DIRECTIONS: Change the position of only one letter in each word
below to make a new word.
Example: MINUTE, MINUET

1.HOWEVER _________________   2. LINKING __________________
    3. ENERVATE _________________   4. CUTTLE __________________
    5. HORSE ____________________   6. DEIFIED __________________
    7. STOPPING _________________   8. TICKLER__________________

ANSWER TO TOP: 3 
ANSWER TO BOTTOM: 1. WHOEVER, 2. INKLING, 3. VENERATE, 4. CUTLET, 5. SHORE, 6. EDIFIED, 7. TOPPINGS, 

8. TRICKLE
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I’ve struggled with telling time
       since I don't know when. 

The doctor said I should start
         looking at coffins, and I thought
         to myself ...“Great...that’s the
         last thing I need!” 

Auto theft from downtown parking
garages is just wrong on so many
levels. 

To exclude a large bird from a
        group is to ostricize. 

Someone just called my phone,
sneezed, coughed, and then jung
up...I hate those cold calls.

The waitress at my favorite diner
always asks me how my chicken
is, but I’m thinkig she has to know
that it’s already dead.

After considerable contemplation
and some strategic negotiations, I
was able to finally get a used
iPhone for my mother-in-law...yea,
we miss her...but it’s the best
trade I’ve ever made.

I had a girlfriend in college that I
really liked, but she was obsessed
with counting numbers...I just
wonder what she’s up to now. 
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JUST FOR FUNJUST FOR FUNJUST FOR FUN
Upcoming 
Events 

Upcoming 
Events 



Family Fun Night Was a Success!
Our second annual Family Fun Night at Olympic Fun Center was a huge success! We
loved spending time with our community, making memories, and having fun together.
From roller skating and laser tag to climbing the rock wall, there was something for
everyone—even some of our “grown-ups” made it to the top and rang the bell! We’re so
thankful for opportunities like these to connect with our community and enjoy time
together. We can’t wait for next year!

FAMILY  FUN  NIGHT

OLYMPIC FUN CENTEROLYMPIC FUN CENTEROLYMPIC FUN CENTEROLYMPIC FUN CENTER
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We are deeply thankful for the
Lord's blessings at The Haven over
the past year. To expand our food
storage capacity, we recently
added a large chest freezer
alongside our existing three units.
We are also excited to share that
Dollar General has joined Sheetz
and Country Fair as a valued
partner in providing food for
distribution. Most inspiring of all,
many community members
continue to return and share
wonderful testimonies of how God
has answered prayers lifted up by
our prayer team.

We are deeply encouraged by the
growing reach of our ministry over
the past year. In September 2025,
we assisted 54 households facing
food insecurity—supporting 31
children, 44 adults, and 41 senior
citizens, totaling 116 individuals.
By September 2026, that number
grew to 80 households, serving 48
children, 83 adults, and 59 senior
citizens, bringing food to a total of 190 people. God is truly at work in our midst. We extend our
sincere gratitude for your unwavering support over the years—whether through faithful prayers,
food donations, financial giving, or hands-on volunteering.

As our outreach continues to expand, we warmly invite you to join our volunteer team. Serving
together offers a joyful opportunity to honor the Lord, build meaningful connections with our
neighbors, and share in the abundant blessings of this ministry.

Serving the Lord with you,
Sue and Katie
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The Haven of Mercer is Growing!The Haven of Mercer is Growing!



Committee Meetings
Deacons
NOVEMBER 1
11:45 A.M.

Worship & Memorial
NOVEMBER 3
7:00 P.M.

Christian Ed Committee
NOVEMBER 3
5:00 P.M.

Outreach Team
NOVEMBER 3
6:30 P.M.

Missions Committee
NOVEMBER 10
6:00 P.M.

Safety Team 
NOVEMBER 10
6:30 P.M.

Property Meeting
NOVEMBER 10
7:00 P.M.

Finance Committee
NOVEMBER 12
7:00 P.M.

Session
NOVEMBER 19 
6:00 P.M.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Through September 2026

    Income 475,962
Expenses 404,482
Difference 70,580

BETHANY CHURCH LIBRARY

Monthly Book Highlight
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THE REASON FOR GOD
Belief in an Age of Skepticism

by Timothy Keller
Bethany has this book available in our
library. The author addresses the frequent
doubts that skeptics, even ardent believers,
have about religion. Using literature,
philosophy, real-life conversations, and
potent reasoning, Keller explains how the
belief in a Christian God is, in fact, a sound
and rational one. 



$28 per Wreath
 ($11 goestowardYoungLife Camp!)

Orders & Money due Thursday, November 12th
Ready for Pick-Up by Thursday, November 19th

 Pleasetext orcall Jen Wamboldt at724-813-3795
if you’d like to place an order.

Penn West Young Life’s

Wreath Fundraiser
28" Live Fraser Fir Wreaths | Berkey’s Nursery
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   As Christians, developing an attitude of gratitude or
thankfulness is so much more than just a basic expression of
appreciation. It’s more about being intentional in our efforts,
praising and rejoicing in our God — in all things and at all
times.
   Let’s unpack some verses and see what God’s Word says
about having an attitude of gratitude and giving thanks. 1
Thessalonians 5:18 tells us to give thanks in all
circumstances. Colossians 3:17 tells us to give thanks to our
Father in both word and deed.
   Psalms 136:1 tells us to give thanks because the Lord is
good, and His love endures forever. There are countless other
verses beautifully woven throughout Scripture on giving
thanks to our awesome God.
   Friend, we have the opportunity and honor to rejoice in our
Lord every single day. What a privilege it is to be able to
commune and celebrate all the amazing wonders of our God!
   If we take a moment to look around us and let it soak all in, it
can be truly humbling. We quickly realize that our God
deserves our praise and is worthy of thanks.
   The truth of the matter is, that giving God our thanks is all
about the posture of our heart. Regardless of our feelings and
circumstances that are fleeting and can change in an instant,
giving God our heart full of thanks, even if it carries a heavy
load and burden, opens up an invitation to sense His
presence and see how He is moving in our lives.
   It allows us to let go of all the things we are trying to control
and surrender our lives to the One who controls everything.
   So, are you ready to give thanks to God today and each day
going forward? Well then, here are seven things you can start
with, and allow it to grow from there because we sure do
serve an awesome God, and we have so much to be grateful
for!

 You’ve probably heard the phrase, “Have an attitude of gratitude.” Well, while it might be easy
enough to say, it may beg the question, what exactly does it mean, look like, and how do we
live it out?

 From the monumental things that God blesses us with to the minuscule things that we often
take for granted, let’s open up our hearts, and be filled with an attitude of gratitude.
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	I am so excited to announce that our renovation project is coming to an end! It has been a long road, taking almost a year and a half from conception to completion. Thank you to the members of the multiple committees who have made this possible through their time, wisdom, and insight. We appreciate each of you!
	Thank you to everyone who donated their time and finances to this project. We raised nearly all the money needed to complete it. Thank you, Bethany Church, for making this possible!
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	The space officially opened on Sunday, November 1, for the 10:30 A.M. service. We still have some minor work to complete, including the arrival of some Amish furniture and the installation of signs. It will take the rest of the year to bring all these final pieces together.
	If you remember, we voted on names for our new space, and the winner was “The Gathering Place.” Moving forward, we will refer to this space by that name.

	As this project begins to move into the rearview mirror, I want to take a moment to remind each of us why we undertook this project in the first place. We identified three major needs we wanted to address.
	The first was to create a welcoming first impression for people visiting our church, whether on a Sunday morning or for an event during the week. The arrival and departure flow has been eased. New people will be able to relax and settle into the space while they wait for the service to begin. They will also have opportunities to meet people who are already part of the Bethany family.
	At the same time, The Gathering Place will serve as a fellowship hub for everyone at Bethany Church. This was the second reason we decided to renovate. It is our hope that you will grab a cup of coffee, come early for Sunday school or church, and connect with others. You can also stay after church to continue those conversations. In fact, I want to challenge you to think of someone, perhaps someone you do not know very well, or someone you have not connected with in a while and ask them to meet you before or after the service to catch up. There are a lot of new faces around the church, and it takes intentionality to meet people and get to know them!
	Finally, the third reason we decided to renovate was to create another space for meetings and discipleship. The Gathering Place can be used for Bible studies, group events like Mom’s Night and after-church events like Graduation Sunday. It is also available for birthday parties, baby showers, and other small gatherings. When you are making your plans, don’t forget that this space is available! In this way, The Gathering Place will help us fulfill our mission of Serving the Community, Sharing the Gospel, and Making Disciples, all to the glory of God!
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	The Gathering Place
	AT BETHANY
	On Columbus Day, the Deacons prepared a vegetable soup/sandwhich luncheon for Seniors. About twenty-eight Seniors attended. Several delicious desserts were also served. Jane Deitrick played several hymns. “Name That Tune” was played and other hymns were sung. Tami Iman was honored as a Fifty-Year Member of Bethany. Several attendees won centerpieces. Everyone enjoyed the day!

	Congratulations,
	Tami Iman!
	November: A Season for Thankful Hearts
	November is the month when we begin thinking about Thanksgiving, family gatherings, delicious food, and all the things for which we are grateful. Of course, some of us are especially thankful when the turkey comes out of the oven without looking like a piece of charcoal! But beyond the food and festivities, November gives us a wonderful opportunity to pause and remember just how blessed we truly are.
	Sometimes, we get so caught up in the busyness of life that we forget to thank God for the everyday blessings we often take for granted. We thank Him for answered prayers, but what about the prayers He answers in ways we don't expect? We thank Him for sunny days, but what about the strength He gives us on cloudy ones? We thank Him for the big blessings, but what about a kind word, a helping hand, a warm home, or a friend who makes us laugh when we need it most?
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	And here is a little November challenge: Before you go to bed each night, name three things for which you are thankful. Some nights, you may list family, friends, and God's blessings. Other nights, you might be thankful for a good cup of coffee, a warm blanket, or the fact that you made it through another day without losing your car keys!
	Whatever your list includes, remember that every good gift comes from our loving Heavenly Father.
	May our church family be known not only for what we believe but also for the gratitude, kindness, and love we show to others. After all, thanksgiving shouldn't be limited to one Thursday in November. It should be a way of life!
	May God bless you and your family with thankful hearts and a wonderful Thanksgiving season.
	Get Ready Bethany Church. It’s time again for the Operation Christmas Child shoebox collection! Official OCC shoeboxes will be available in the Bethany Church lobby. Please consider packing a shoebox, include a $10 donation for shipping, and plan to bring your shoebox back to the worship service on Sunday, November 15, when we will dedicate all shoeboxes collected. Last year, 12,200,000 shoeboxes were shipped across the globe, so please plan to participate and help bring the hope of the Gospel to the ends of the Earth! (See  next page for more information.)


	NEW
	BUILD A SHOEBOX ON-LINE    https://sampur.se/3WdUZJV
	HOW TO PACK A BOX VIDEO    https://video.samaritanspurse.org/creative-and-safe-ways-to-pack-a-shoebox-2/
	Bethany Church Recognized by Operation Christmas Child
	On Sunday, October 25, 2026, Bethany Church was recognized by Operation Christmas Child, a division of Samaritan’s Purse, for 5 years of partnership as an official drop-off location for shoeboxes donated by other churches and individuals in Mercer County. In total, Bethany Church has processed 4,095 shoeboxes since 2021.
	Of course, Bethany Church has participated in the Operation Christmas Child shoebox ministry for decades, but now our congregation helps collect, pray over, pack in shipping cartons, and transport shoeboxes to the central drop-off location in New Castle, PA.
	“Your love for the Lord Jesus Christ is demonstrated through your service and compassion for others. God bless you for making a difference in the lives of children and their families through Operation Christmas Child.” – Franklin Graham, President, Samaritan’s Purse
	Jim Urban and Stephanie Kobialka from Operation Christmas Child’s Central Drop-off Team present a 5-year recognition plaque to John Inman, Bethany Drop- Off Team leader.
	Bethany Church will again support Operation Christmas Child this year as a local drop-off location to collect shoeboxes from Mercer area residents. Volunteers will be needed on these drop-off days and times, so look for the volunteer sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center.
	If you are interested and would like to volunteer to help pack the shoeboxes after Worship on November 15, please let me know.
	We appreciate your prayers for Operation Christmas Child and the children that will receive shoeboxes this year. For more information go to http://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.
	Sincerely,
	John Inman
	Drop-Off Coordinator



	BETHANY  YOUTH
	NOVEMBER SCHEDULE
	11/01: Sunday School: 9:30a
	Youth Group: 6-8:00p
	11/02: The Bridge: 6-8:30p
	11/08: Sunday School: 9:30a
	Youth Group: 6-8:00p
	11/09: The Bridge: 6-8:30p
	11/15: Sunday School: 9:30a
	Youth Group: 6-8:00p
	11/16:  The Bridge: 6:30p - 8:30p
	11/22:  Sunday School: 9:30a
	Youth Group: 4- 8:00p
	(Friendsgiving Celebration)
	11/28:   Christmas Decorating Day!
	10:00a
	11/29:    Sunday School: 9:30a
	Youth Group: 6- 8:00p
	Hello Bethany Family!
	The teens have been super busy as they finish
	up the first quarter of the school year!
	Shout out to all of our seniors in Fall activities:
	Karleigh Heckathorn- Soccer
	Alex Mitchell- Marching Band
	Elsea Moeller- Cross Country
	Emma Stelter- Marching Band
	Since the start of the school year, we have been diving into our new series for Sunday School and Youth Group. In Sunday School, we have started our dive into the Gospel of John, learning about who Jesus is, who John the Baptist is, and what their ministries are all about! The Youth Group has been Journeying Through Genesis, going story by story in Genesis, learning about how God reveals Himself, His nature, and man’s nature. 
	In October, the Bridge program and the Youth Group teamed up and took a trip to Irons Mill Farmstead to enjoy the corn maze and other attractions there!
	November hosts a lot of fun for us in Youth! On Sunday, November 22nd at 4pm, we are having our Friendsgiving Dinner to coincide with our normal Youth Group! That following Saturday, November 28th, we are having our Christmas Decorating Day in the Manse. We are going to go shopping at Kraynak’s, come back to the manse and decorate, bake some Christmas Cookies, and end the evening enjoying our cookies with hot chocolate and a movie!
	As we are starting to enter the beginnings of the heaviness of the school year, please continue to pray for our teens. Pray that they stay strong in the Lord, and look to Him for guidance, comfort, rest, and security. Pray for our teachers, administrators, and all school staff, as well!   Micah Wojnowski


	Sometimes life can be very hectic and busy... making car care not being the center of attention. Last year, it was decided to offer a Car Care Day to our single women and widows of Bethany Church. We think it’s a good practice to have someone look under the hood once in a while.
	These autos today are subjected to a lot of heat under the hoods and are very complicated and require a trained eye to detect small problems before they become major issues. Our team did an excellent job to help these vehicles make it through the winter months.
	Bethany’s 2nd annual Car Care Day was September 29th, and it went extremely well. With co-operation from the weather and our clients being on time, we were able to service seven cars in just under two hours, making the evening a success.
	Some of the issues we uncovered were low tires, bad tires, low oil, low brake fluid, minimal temp anti-freeze, low radiator levels, bad wiper blades, foggy headlights, expired inspection stickers, and engine warning lights on. Many thanks to our team of techs that were able to inspect tire tread depth, adjust tire pressures, check anti-freeze and adjust if necessary, check and adjust all levels of liquid under the hood, check all exterior lighting and wiper blades, scan engine lights, make recommendations, and vacuum out the cars interior.
	Many thanks to our team of volunteers who worked tirelessly and professionally to accomplish these tasks: Norm Bender, David Best, Ed Lindey, Dale McQuown, Mark Muehlman and Sam Smith .

	Congratulations  Bethany  Church !
	Seeing students holding their new supplies and uniforms is a special part of the beginning of every school year. Each school uniform is sewn by hand in Sierra Leone, and students also receive school supplies like books, notebooks, and pens.
	If you sponsor a student or give to EduNations, this is one of the many ways your generosity reaches our students. Thank you for helping provide the practical things they need as they return to the classroom.

	18 New Bicycles
	Many of our students know what it’s like to travel a long distance to school each day. This month, 18 students at our Junior Secondary School in Rokassa received bicycles to help them travel from their communities to school. Our staff in Sierra Leone shared how joyful the students and their parents were as the bicycles were distributed. We’re so grateful for the donors who provided these bicycles. Thank you for helping make the trip to school a little easier for our students!

	Session 2 started on September 22nd and finished on October 13th , for a total of four classes with six great participants. It has been a joy to work with the men and women who signed up through The Haven. Each week they prepared two recipes, such as Meatloaf using ground chicken, Waldorf Salad, Chicken Divan, and Graham cracker crust pie. A big hit was Beef (chicken) barley soup. Many of the recipes incorporated food items that are often distributed through The Haven.
	Not only do the participants enjoy creating new dishes, which they are able to take home following the class, but the Bethany volunteers have been blessed as they work along side this special group. Each week they go home with a give-away such as cinnamon, garlic powder, or a jar for salad dressing, and of course copies of the recipes.
	The Lord has made us aware how special the group has become to us and to each other. During a recent class we were made aware of how the individuals have been touched when one of them commented, “It’s not just about the cooking.” God has definitely been at work.
	Five of the ladies joined us for “Soup and Encouragement” and enjoyed the food and fellowship. It was also an opportunity for all of us to meet Jen’s five-month-old son. So special!
	As we ended the last class of Session 2, we sampled Chicken Divan and a salad topped with homemade salad dressing. Pastor Bob and Sue Allen joined us and shared the wonderful salvation gospel, as well as, making sure that each one knows they are welcome to join us for Sunday morning worship and other activities. They were also each given a final gift consisting of a microwave cozy (so nicely made by Mary McElfresh) wrapped around a whisk. We were also blessed to have Amy Hayes join us as a fill-in. Her skills and sweet personality were a welcome addition. God is Good and it is always a blessing to serve Him.
	PUZZLE
	TIME
	WHAT NUMBER SHOULD
	REPLACE THE QUESTION
	MARK IN THE BOX
	TO THE RIGHT?
	SWITCHEROO
	DIRECTIONS: Change the position of only one letter in each word below to make a new word.
	Example: MINUTE, MINUET
	HOWEVER _________________   2. LINKING __________________
	3. ENERVATE _________________   4. CUTTLE __________________
	5. HORSE ____________________   6. DEIFIED __________________
	7. STOPPING _________________   8. TICKLER__________________

	JUST FOR FUN
	I’ve struggled with telling time
	since I don't know when.
	The doctor said I should start

	looking at coffins, and I thought
	to myself ...“Great...that’s the
	last thing I need!”
	Auto theft from downtown parking garages is just wrong on so many levels.
	To exclude a large bird from a

	group is to ostricize.
	Someone just called my phone, sneezed, coughed, and then jung up...I hate those cold calls.
	The waitress at my favorite diner always asks me how my chicken is, but I’m thinkig she has to know that it’s already dead.
	After considerable contemplation and some strategic negotiations, I was able to finally get a used iPhone for my mother-in-law...yea, we miss her...but it’s the best trade I’ve ever made.
	I had a girlfriend in college that I really liked, but she was obsessed with counting numbers...I just wonder what she’s up to now.



	Upcoming
	Events
	FAMILY  FUN  NIGHT
	Family Fun Night Was a Success!
	Our second annual Family Fun Night at Olympic Fun Center was a huge success! We loved spending time with our community, making memories, and having fun together. From roller skating and laser tag to climbing the rock wall, there was something for everyone—even some of our “grown-ups” made it to the top and rang the bell! We’re so thankful for opportunities like these to connect with our community and enjoy time together. We can’t wait for next year!

	OLYMPIC FUN CENTER

	The Haven of Mercer is Growing!
	The Haven of Mercer is Growing!
	We are deeply thankful for the Lord's blessings at The Haven over the past year. To expand our food storage capacity, we recently added a large chest freezer alongside our existing three units. We are also excited to share that Dollar General has joined Sheetz and Country Fair as a valued partner in providing food for distribution. Most inspiring of all, many community members continue to return and share wonderful testimonies of how God has answered prayers lifted up by our prayer team.
	We are deeply encouraged by the growing reach of our ministry over the past year. In September 2025, we assisted 54 households facing food insecurity—supporting 31 children, 44 adults, and 41 senior citizens, totaling 116 individuals. By September 2026, that number grew to 80 households, serving 48 children, 83 adults, and 59 senior
	citizens, bringing food to a total of 190 people. God is truly at work in our midst. We extend our sincere gratitude for your unwavering support over the years—whether through faithful prayers, food donations, financial giving, or hands-on volunteering.
	As our outreach continues to expand, we warmly invite you to join our volunteer team. Serving together offers a joyful opportunity to honor the Lord, build meaningful connections with our neighbors, and share in the abundant blessings of this ministry.
	Serving the Lord with you,
	Sue and Katie
	BETHANY CHURCH LIBRARY

	Monthly Book Highlight

	THE REASON FOR GOD
	Belief in an Age of Skepticism
	by Timothy Keller

	Committee Meetings
	Deacons
	Worship & Memorial
	NOVEMBER 3
	Christian Ed Committee
	Outreach Team
	Missions Committee

	NOVEMBER 10
	Safety Team

	NOVEMBER 10
	Property Meeting
	Finance Committee

	NOVEMBER 12
	Session

	NOVEMBER 19
	FINANCIAL REPORT
	Through September 2026
	Income 475,962
	Expenses 404,482
	Difference 70,580


	Penn West Young Life’s

	Wreath Fundraiser
	28" Live Fraser Fir Wreaths | Berkey’s Nursery
	$28 per Wreath
	($11 goestowardYoungLife Camp!)
	Orders & Money due Thursday, November 12th Ready for Pick-Up by Thursday, November 19th

	You’ve probably heard the phrase, “Have an attitude of gratitude.” Well, while it might be easy enough to say, it may beg the question, what exactly does it mean, look like, and how do we live it out?
	As Christians, developing an attitude of gratitude or thankfulness is so much more than just a basic expression of appreciation. It’s more about being intentional in our efforts, praising and rejoicing in our God — in all things and at all times.
	Let’s unpack some verses and see what God’s Word says about having an attitude of gratitude and giving thanks. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 tells us to give thanks in all circumstances. Colossians 3:17 tells us to give thanks to our Father in both word and deed.
	Psalms 136:1 tells us to give thanks because the Lord is good, and His love endures forever. There are countless other verses beautifully woven throughout Scripture on giving thanks to our awesome God.
	Friend, we have the opportunity and honor to rejoice in our Lord every single day. What a privilege it is to be able to commune and celebrate all the amazing wonders of our God!
	If we take a moment to look around us and let it soak all in, it can be truly humbling. We quickly realize that our God deserves our praise and is worthy of thanks.
	The truth of the matter is, that giving God our thanks is all about the posture of our heart. Regardless of our feelings and circumstances that are fleeting and can change in an instant, giving God our heart full of thanks, even if it carries a heavy load and burden, opens up an invitation to sense His presence and see how He is moving in our lives.
	It allows us to let go of all the things we are trying to control and surrender our lives to the One who controls everything.
	So, are you ready to give thanks to God today and each day going forward? Well then, here are seven things you can start with, and allow it to grow from there because we sure do serve an awesome God, and we have so much to be grateful for!
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	From the monumental things that God blesses us with to the minuscule things that we often take for granted, let’s open up our hearts, and be filled with an attitude of gratitude.
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