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Committee Meetings 

• Deacons 

      December 4 after church 

• Safety Team  

      December 6 at 6:00 p.m. 

• Property 

      December 6 at 7:00 p.m. 

•  Christian Ed. Meeting 

      December 12 at 6:30 p.m. 

• Outreach 

      December 13 at 6:30 p.m. 

• Worship & Memorials 

      December 13 at 7:00 p.m. 

•   Finance 

      December 14 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Session  

      December 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

Continued on page 2 

 

Dear Bethany Family,  

     The Advent season is upon us. A time traditionally to wait, fast, and        

contemplate the arrival of Christ. In our modern culture of parties, games, 

candy, and good food, the idea of fasting around Christmas has mostly been 

lost. What has not been lost is the sense that the Christmas season should be 

something more than Santa, food, and Christmas lights… although I love 

Christmas lights. There is nothing sacred about the concept of “Advent”. It is a 

fairly recent concept in church tradition and every denomination approaches 

it slightly differently. The word comes from Latin and means “arrival”. We are 

awaiting the arrival of Jesus. We look back at what scripture says about Jesus 

and how, when, and why he came to earth. We do this in church partially to 

refocus our mind upon Christ and his sacrifice.  

     Jesus is the light of the world (John 1:4-5). When Jesus came into the world 

he shattered the darkness with His light. A darkness that was presiding over 

the world for thousands of years. When Jesus came into the world it was a 

fulfillment of an ancient prophecy, a promise by God to make right what we 

made wrong. A promise to pursue us and rescue us no matter the cost. “I will 

put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 

offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel (Genesis 

3:15).” The cost of our rescue was coming to earth and dying on the cross so 

that we could be saved (John 3:16). For us it is almost mundane, old news… 

we need to fight that mentality in ourselves. For the first century Jew it was 

literally the most wonderful news they could imagine.    

     I suggest that you embrace the idea of Advent this year. It is a natural and 

easy way to retake some of the Christmas season and give it over to the Lord. 

It is easy to move through each day and forget what is most important, which 

is the spiritual welfare of yourself, family, and others around you. Getting out 

of the routine of our day to day and connecting with Christ in a different light 

can be transforming to our spiritual walk. Which is why I suggested that you 

pick up a copy of “Joy to the World” by Charles Spurgeon. It is a short devo-

tional that takes about 5 minutes a day. Yet it can ground you in the “crazy” 

that can be this season. In a time when people go the extra mile in a lot of 

different areas of life perhaps taking a little extra time to spend with God is 

exactly what you need.   



Pastor Bob 

     There is nothing wrong with getting excited 

about some of the traditions around Christmas 

like Christmas cookies, lights, and presents. There 

is also a reality that for some people this season is 

rather hard. There can be bad memories around 

the holidays, people you have to see that you 

would rather not see, and the loss of loved ones 

can be particularly hard this time of year. Yet, no 

matter where you are at this Christmas season 

Christ can meet you there. He promises to be with 

us no matter what we are going through. He can 

give you hope when you need hope. He can give 

you peace when you need peace. He can give you 

love when you have no love to give yourself.     

Finally, the joy of the Lord can give you the 

strength to work through all the busyness,      

awkward family dynamics, and feelings of       

loneliness and regret. For Jesus is the Light of the 

World and he is enough. Enough to fight off the 

suffering and sorrow we feel. He should also be 

enough this Christmas season to refocus our 

hearts and minds on what really matters, as the 

American culture tries to suck us into other       

priorities. Take a minute and look up Psalm 23. It 

beautifully articulates my point.  

     In Christ’s Love, 
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Get your tickets today! 
 

We are very close to the EduNations' benefit  

concert! Join us on Friday, December 2nd for an 

evening full of music, fellowship, and fun as we 

hear from Nichole Nordeman and Jason Gray. 

The annual EduNations Benefit Concert will be 

held at Memorial Park Church, and admission is 

free!  Click here for complete information. 

https://edunations.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8b3634c952b8ead17a3e719d7&id=a6bc68d46a&e=2fd35c3826
https://www.edunations.org/concert
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Christmas Flower Order Form 

Cyclamen and Poinsettias will brighten our sanctuary on Saturday, December 24th.  Feel free to take them 

after the service on Christmas Eve. 

The cost is $12.50 each.  Please fill out the form below and either place it in the collection plate or drop box 

by the Church Office by Friday, December 2nd. Payment must accompany your order. 

In memory of              

In honor of              

To celebrate Jesus’  birth            

Name as you would want it to appear in the bulletin on December 24 

              

 

  Poinsettias (Total number of Poinsettias ordered) 

 

  Cyclamen (Total number of Cyclamen ordered) 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Services 

 Christmas Eve 6:00 p.m. service (Candlelight Service); Pre-Service music at 5:45 p.m. 

 Christmas Eve Kids party 6:00 p.m. in the Children’s Hall of the 1st floor 

 Christmas Day service 10:30 a.m. No Sunday School 

January 2023 

 January communion will be held on Sunday, January 8th. 

Bethany’s 2022 Financial Statement through November 

 

  Income  $468,022    Expenses  $400,072   Difference  $67,949  



Operation Christmas Child Update                      

Bethany Church had another wonderful week collecting shoeboxes as a local drop-off center for Operation 

Christmas Child.  In total, 933 shoeboxes were received, packed in shipping cartons, and transported to the 

central drop-off location in New Wilmington.  This total included 87 shoeboxes donated by Bethany Church 

members!  Thanks to all the volunteers who helped process shoeboxes, and most importantly, pray over 

these boxes as they began their journey to the ends of the earth.  Merry Christmas! 
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Bethany Men's Breakfast to Collect Socks for Joshua's Haven 

 

The Men's Breakfast will be Thursday Dec. 1 at 7:30.  As a way of helping those less fortunate this Christmas 

season we would like the men coming to the breakfast to bring new socks that we will donate to the men's 

shelter in Sharon - Joshua's Haven.  Socks are one of the most needed clothing items at the shelter and this 

can be a blessing to many of the men there.  

Dear Bethany Church Family, 

By the grace of God, Bethany Church, through the efforts of our Implementation Team and your generosity, has been 

able to meet various needs for families living in the Pine Grove Mobile Home Park and the Colonial Inn.  

We have helped by providing much needed home repairs and home appliances. We have helped provide short-term 

emergency funds to help keep the electricity on, and to enable individuals and families to keep a roof over their heads 

until they were able to provide for themselves. We have also helped secure decent paying jobs for several individuals.  

Most importantly, we have been able to share the gospel message with all we have met. Some have recommitted their 

lives to Christ, and one individual, after hearing the Good News, received Christ as her personal Lord and Savior. But 

sadly, a few have heard the gospel message and have chosen not to respond, yet. However, we know God’s timing is 

perfect and we continue to pray for them. 

The needs of some of these families are quite overwhelming and far too great for the Implementation Team to meet, 

short of God’s miraculous intervention and provision. 

We are currently working with two different families living in the Colonial Inn apartments. One family consists of a 

mom, dad, three children and a small dog all living in one motel room. The other family consists of a single mom and 

five children all living in one motel room. The implementation team is reviewing their needs and we need YOUR help. If 

you have any experience or a passion for assisting in any capacity, please contact Earl Runcan or the church office. 

Immediate needs include housing, such as low-cost rental properties where these families can stop living and sleeping 

in such a confined space; car repairs; the sale or donation of decent running used cars; any available employment     

opportunities; and especially spiritual mentoring opportunities. 

We need to help our local community and bless our neighbors in any way we can; however, we also try at all times not 

to make our efforts “one-way” giving on an ongoing basis. Ultimately, we want to help these families find ways to help 

themselves, to help restore their dignity, and restore their ability to help themselves become all that God has created 

them to be. 

Please join us in Bethany’s vision to serve our community, build relationships with our neighbors, and share the Gospel 

with all those we meet. As we do this, we will be living out the Great Commission given to us by Jesus in Matthew 28: 

19-20. 

In Christ’s love, 

     The Bethany Implementation Team 
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Regular Office Hours 

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

(724) 662-4340 

Fax: 724-662-1080 

Prayer Chain: bethanyprays@yahoo.com 

Web: www.bethany-presbyterian.org 
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   Senior Pastor 

         Pastor Bob White 

    Visitation Pastor 

         Pastor Bill Woodman 

    Church Administrator 

         Mr. Steve Amsler 

    Youth Director 

         Mr. Jon D’Angelo 

    Children’s Director 

         Mrs. Ashley D’Angelo 

    Music Director 

         Mr. Josiah Forton 

    Organist 

         Mr. Denny Horkey 

    Pianist 

         Mrs. Jane Deitrick  

 

 

 

 

 

    Financial Secretary 

         Mrs. Kim Watson 

    Treasurer 

         Mrs. Bev. Gallagher 

    Office Assistant 

         Ms. Lois Metelsky 

    Maintenance  Supervisor 

         Mr. Dayle Wilkins 

    Custodial Engineer  

         Mr. Jarrett Smith 

    Kitchen Coordinator 

         Mrs. Amy Cameron 

    Technical Intern 

         Ms. Bri Dunlap 

Elders & Deacons 

Elders:  

Frank Carolas, John Inman, Chuck 

Kite, Ed Lindey, Valerian Moeller, 

Joe Phillips, Earl Runcan 

 

Deacons:  

Amy Cameron, Sue Horkey, 

Madalin Huff, Ken Knechtel, Lynda 

McQuown, Delores Palmer, Ed 

Pears, Lynn Runcan, Betsy Rust, 

Kim Watson, Carol Wiggins 

Bethany Staff 


