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Committee Meetings 

• Safety Team  

      January 3 at 6:00 p.m. 

• Property 

•    January 3 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Deacons 

      January 8 after church 

•  Christian Ed. Meeting 

      January 9 at 6:30 p.m. 

• Outreach 

      January 10 at 6:30 p.m. 

• Worship & Memorials 

      January 10 at 7:00 p.m. 

•   Finance 

      January 19 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Session  

      January  26 at 7:00 p.m. 

Continued on page 2 

 

Dear Bethany Family,  

     The year 2023 has arrived. With it has come the usual push for new 

year’s resolutions. The commercials and ads for weight loss are every-

where. Funny enough, so are the deals to dine out. Some things never 

change, yet some things do NOT stay the same. I personally need a 

good January diet, just like last January and probably like next January 

as well! I would like to think this reality will change but it might not! The 

concept of change can be contrasted to what the Apostle Paul said in 

scripture to the church in Corinth: "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is 

a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come (2 

Corinthians 5:17).” Scripture clearly speaks of change in this one verse 

and there are many more examples in scripture.  

     Which is it? We cannot change, or we can change in Christ? Like 

many things in life, both statements are true. First, scripture is clear that 

we have a sin nature and therefore we all have sinned. Paul proclaims: 

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).” We 

will also continue to sin. So there is a sense that we cannot change our 

overall nature. Each one of us will have sin in our lives until the day that 

we die, or the Lord comes back. This is a reality we cannot escape. Yet 

scripture does proclaim that we are new in Christ (see verse above). We 

are no longer judged by sin but are judged through our relationship 

with Christ. When God looks at us he does not see our righteousness 

because we do not have any, instead he sees the righteousness of Christ 

that has been given to us through his death on the cross. Therefore we 

are a new creation. To be clear, this is not license to do whatever we 



want, knowing that God’s grace will cover it 

and we will be forgiven. This is what the      

theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer called “Cheap 

Grace” and the Apostle Paul addresses in     

Romans chapter 6.  

     This new creation (Believers being in Christ) 

can change. We can step away from addictions 

and sinful patterns in our lives. We can also 

adopt new behaviors and patterns that pro-

mote spiritual growth. These behaviors and 

patterns are traditionally called Spiritual Disci-

plines. None of this can be done under our 

own will power. This leads to legalism and   

religion, not relationship with God. Yet in 

Christ we are a new creation, and in Christ we 

can change. Through his power and grace it 

can slowly happen. Through my own willpower 

I will fight for another year of dieting in order 

to change my habits and nature with  little to 

zero success. Yet spiritually I can change if I 

rely on Jesus to change me. 

     I wonder, on a spiritual level, is there a     

pattern or behavior you could choose to grow 

in this year. As a way to draw close to Christ 

and see how he can change you. Perhaps 

something that can help you weather the     

inconsistent winds of inflation and politics. Are 

you reading scripture regularly? This is the 

most  foundational way to connect and learn 

from God. He literally speaks to us through 

scripture. Maybe you can tackle a plan to read 

the Bible in a year. A simple Google search will 

reveal many options. There are also apps for 

your various devices to read the Bible in a year 

or listen to the Bible in a year. For some of you 
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reading through the Bible in a year does not 

capture your attention. Instead, you can make 

a choice to engage in what is called spiritual 

meditation. Which plainly put means taking a 

verse of  scripture or concept about God and 

thinking about it for the day. A great way to do 

this is to pick up a daily devotional book. These 

books typically take a scripture and spend a 

page or two developing the meaning of the 

scripture. In this way it is a primer for you to 

dive into the truth of that scripture and     

meditate on it throughout the day. God can 

use this simple discipline to grow spiritual 

depth and help you understand Him better. 

Just like reading the  Bible there are apps for 

this as well. A great classic devotion is “My   

Utmost for His Highest” by Oswald Chambers, 

make sure you get the modern language     

version if you get this book. There are other 

disciplines you can consider like prayer, fasting, 

worship, etc. I would like to  challenge you to 

consider a    discipline that will help you draw 

closer to Christ as you consider the new year, a 

discipline that can change you and make you 

more in the image of Christ. This is not a legal-

istic measure of your faithfulness. That       

mentality will only bring bondage and ruin.  

Instead, it is a practical way to draw closer to 

Christ and allow his holiness, righteousness, 

and justification to continue to change you and 

mold you into His image.  

 

Pastor Bob 
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Thank You 

Thank you to all the families who donated 
socks to the Bethany Men's Breakfast.  We 
delivered 107 pairs to Joshua's Haven in 
Sharon.  They were very appreciative. 

From Pastor Jim Leuenberger 

As many of you know, Pastor Jim Leuenberger has had a passion for the Sudan for many years.  He has 

sent a letter to Bethany informing us that, since he has retired, he will be traveling to the Sudan to teach in 

theological schools and ministry training centers.  He has sent Bethany a letter inquiring if anyone would 

like to support him financially and in prayer.  For more information you can contact Jim directly at 227 

Meadowbrook Drive, New Wilmington PA 16142, 724-813-1295, jpleuen@gmail.com. 

Bethany’s 2022 Financial Statement through December 

 

  Income  $492,183    Expenses  $443,890   Difference  $48,293  

 

A Christmas Poem 

 

Even tho we're ninety three 

We still love a Christmas tree 

 

We hang a star on upper limb 

Reminds us of the birth of Him 

 

He is asking for our love 

Lavish it to Him - far above 

 

If you do this, you will learn 

and feel His power, in return 

 

Be sure your slate is pure and clean 

We're sure you know, just what we mean 

 

Just be nice, as you can be 

Then decorate Your Christmas tree 

 

Joe and Gerri Burns 

mailto:jpleuen@gmail.com


Welcome Andrew Kraus 

We are very excited to announce Andrew Kraus as 

the new Worship Director at Bethany.  Andrew lives 

in Grove City with his wife, Erinn and son,          

Nixon.  He teaches music to middle school         

students at Youngstown City Schools and plays 

about 15 instruments.  His family has been attend-

ing Bethany for about two years now and became 

Bethany members with the last new member 

group.  Please make him feel welcome in his new 

position. 

Israel 2023 
Pastor Bob Stauffer would like to inform 

the Bethany congregation of another 

upcoming trip to Israel scheduled for 

October 10 - 20, 2023.  If you have ever 

considered going to Israel, this is truly a 

great opportunity.  Bethany members 

Jane Deitrick and Kathleen Daley just 

returned from the trip they took this 

past fall.  Numerous other Bethany folks 

have made this trip and all were blessed 

tremendously by it.  There are only 

about four slots left so now is the time 

to contact Bob Stauffer if you want to 

go. 

P A G E  4  



P A G E  5  

 A Night in Bethlehem 

   The Night in Bethlehem event was a great success with so many kids we couldn't count them 

  all.  It was a great day for Bethany and the Mercer community. 

Mark your calendars for the Annual  

Congregational meeting to be held after 

church on January 29, 2023. 

More details will be forthcoming.  
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Regular Office Hours 

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

(724) 662-4340 

Fax: 724-662-1080 

Prayer Chain: bethanyprays@yahoo.com 

Web: www.bethany-presbyterian.org 

TO: Or Current Resident 

 

 

 

   Senior Pastor 

         Pastor Bob White 

    Visitation Pastor 

         Pastor Bill Woodman 

    Church Administrator 

         Mr. Steve Amsler 

    Youth Director 

         Mr. Jon D’Angelo 

    Children’s Director 

         Mrs. Ashley D’Angelo 

    Worship Director 

         Mr. Andrew Kraus 

    Organist 

         Mr. Denny Horkey 

    Pianist 

         Mrs. Jane Deitrick  

 

 

 

 

 

    Financial Secretary 

         Mrs. Kim Watson 

    Treasurer 

         Mrs. Bev. Gallagher 

    Office Assistant 

         Ms. Lois Metelsky 

    Maintenance  Supervisor 

         Mr. Dayle Wilkins 

    Custodial Engineer  

         Mr. Jarrett Smith 

    Kitchen Coordinator 

         Mrs. Amy Cameron 

     

Elders & Deacons 

Elders:  

Frank Carolas, John Inman, Chuck 

Kite, Ed Lindey, Valerian Moeller, 

Joe Phillips, Earl Runcan 

 

Deacons:  

Amy Cameron, Sue Horkey, 

Madalin Huff, Ken Knechtel, Lynda 

McQuown, Delores Palmer, Ed 

Pears, Lynn Runcan, Betsy Rust, 

Kim Watson, Carol Wiggins 

Bethany Staff 


