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Bethany Family,

We have been so busy around here at Bethany Church;
moving our offices, clearing out closets, and making
changes! It is both wonderful and stressful at the same
time. We are making progress on our Welcome Center
project. Walls are being torn out of the old offices, and the
committee is making decisions on furniture and other
details. Sometimes we can get lost in the details of major
projects like this and forget about what God is doing in
and around us. I want to be careful not to make that
mistake!

We are actively getting ready for our summer outreach
initiatives. VBS is right around the corner and so are the
Summer Playdates. As we gear up for these wonderful
outreach opportunities, I am reminded that we also have
our baptism celebration coming up in July. We will gather
together as a church family after church on July 19th at
Lake Latonka to celebrate all that God has been doing. It
will be a time of fun, food, and celebration. So mark your
calendars!

I also wonder if some of you may want to be a more direct
part of the celebration. Perhaps you are a believer in
Jesus Christ but have never been baptized. Maybe you
meant to be baptized but never got around to it. Or maybe
you are unsure about what baptism is and why it matters.
 
                                                                 (continued on page 2)



Baptism is a physical and communal opportunity to identify with Jesus as your Lord and
Savior. It is a declaration that you believe in Jesus and have received the Holy Spirit, that
you are reborn and renewed by the blood of Christ. It signifies that you have repented
(turned away) from your sins. It is a public proclamation that Jesus is Lord of your life,
meaning He has the right to guide you, redirect you, and lead your life. It is also a willing
submission to His authority as God. It’s a big deal!

Baptism is modeled by Jesus (Matthew 3:13–17; Mark 1:9–11; Luke 3:21–22) and is a command
given to us (Matthew 28:19–20). A command to be baptized and to go and baptize others. If you
have never been baptized, no matter the reason, we would love to baptize you during our baptism
celebration on July 19th. We would be honored to celebrate the hope and transformation God has
brought to your life as a Christian.

We will also offer an opportunity for rededication during this celebration. A rededication is
similar to baptism in that you go under the water, but instead of being baptized again, you
are publicly declaring that God is working in a new way in your life. It is a renewed
commitment to Jesus. This is available to anyone who has already been baptized, whether
as an adult or as an infant. Has God been doing something new in your life? This may be a
meaningful way to share that and rededicate your life to Christ.

If you would like to be baptized or rededicated during our baptism celebration, please reach
out to me (Pastor Bob). You can call the church, speak with me in person, or email me at
rwhite@bethany-presbyterian.org.

God is moving at Bethany Church and in the Mercer community. I look forward to the work
He has given us to do, the work of serving our community, sharing the Gospel, and making
disciples.

-Pastor Bob

Matthew 28:19

“Therefore, go and make
disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the

name of the Father and
of the Son and of the

Holy Spirit.”
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May Schedule 

05/03: 
Sunday School: 9:30a

Youth group: 6:00p - 8:00p

05/10:
No Sunday School or Youth

Group

05/17: 
Sunday School: 9:30a

Youth group: 6:00p - 8:00p

05/24:
Sunday School: 9:30a

Youth group: 6:00p - 8:00p

05/31:
Sunday School: 9:30a

Youth group: 6:00p - 8:00p

April hosted a wild and crazy start as Mercer High
School hosted their production of High School
Musical, April 9th through the 11th! Jess Heckathorn
was a man of many talents, performing in several
roles throughout the entire show; such as the
karaoke host, a basketball player, the Academic
Decathlon Moderator, and more! Daphne Fox and
Emma Stelter worked hard behind the scenes
helping run stage crew and props. Great job to all
who participated!

We finished off our “Heart of God” series from
RightNow Media and stepped into a new series, “Fire
and Faithfulness” from RightNow Media hosted by
Sadie Robertson-Huff. This series is taking us
through the book of Daniel, chapters 1, 2, 3, and 6
and learning how to trust God and be faithfully
obedient to Him, even when the outcome looks
bleak. 

April 19th through 25th was Volunteer Appreciation
Week around the world, so I would just like to shout
out all of our wonderful volunteers; Nancy and Denny
Thompson, Chrissy and John Preston, and all of the
wonderful parents of our ministry that have helped
out in a multitude of ways in the past year! We
couldn’t do it without you all!

We are gearing up for a fantastic end of the school year, and a busy yet uber fun summer!
We have Bethany’s VBS June 15-19, the West Virginia Mission Trip June 20th-27th, and we
are attending Lifest, one of the largest Christian music festivals in the US, hosted in Oshkosh,
WI from July 9th through the 12th! 

Please continue to pray for our teens to finish the school year strong. Pray for them to be a
shining light of Christ’s love in their schools, clubs, and anything else they might be involved
in! 

Micah Wojnowski!



Thank you for your faithful partnership in the work God is doing through EduNations. Because of
you, students in Sierra Leone are receiving quality education, care, and the hope of the Gospel.
Through our educational programs and by meeting critical physical needs, we are able to open
doors to share the love of Jesus and minister to the hearts of our students and their communities.
Ministry Updates and Current Projects

SmartBox (Rokassa Senior Secondary School) (FULLY FUNDED)  Training begins this week for a
new SmartBox system—providing educational resources and WASSCE practice exams. We are
excited about the impact this will have on student success.
Latrine Construction (FULLY FUNDED)

       Three new latrines are being built (two in Rokassa, one in Mapainda), improving sanitation and
       dignity for students and families. 
       Thank you to our church partners who donated to these projects!

Mayatta Teachers’ Quarters (PARTIALLY FUNDED)
       Construction is underway to provide housing for our teachers.
We still need $12,000 to complete the project and $5,500 for solar installation.
We hope to finish before the rainy season begins. 
Please prayerfully consider how your church might help.

We could not do this work without you, and we are deeply grateful for the ways you give, pray, and
walk alongside us in this mission.
Thank you for standing with us as we seek to transform lives through education and share the love
of Jesus.
With gratitude and hope,
Dana Kaltenberger, U.S. Director
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 Our annual Penn West Young Life
Fundraising Banquet was amazing! We
enjoyed celebrating and sharing the many
stories of the Lord’s faithfulness together! 
 Young Life is making a tremendous impact
on kids in Mercer County and beyond. We
currently have 89 college and young adult
leaders who know over 1600 kids in middle
and high schools around the county. 

YoungLife

Our desire is that every kid in Mercer County and beyond would feel seen and known and have
a chance to respond to God’s great love for them. If you were able to attend, thank you for
coming and hearing about our ministry!
Between pledges and gifts we have raised almost $80,000 of our $100,000 goal!  If you could
not attend the banquet, but would like to donate to support Penn West Young Life as we
GROW in Mercer County and beyond, click on the button below or make a check out to “Penn
West Young Life” and mail it to Penn West Young Life, PO Box 382, Grove City, PA 16127.

Bethany Indoor Yard Sale

Because we are in the process of remodeling, we have
a few extra items that we no longer need. These
include a corner cupboard, a countertop/cupboard,
some bookshelves, desks, and other misc. items. If you
are interested in any of them, talk to Steve. All items
are donation.

Renovations are continuing for the new administration offices
and community center.  Clearing out, cleaning up, removing
wallpaper, painting, framing in, ripping out, installing new
carpeting and flooring.... it’s going to be awesome!
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Thank you to Charles and Don for the new front 

porch and storm door on the Bethany rental house.

THE HAVEN
Haven & Bethany Church Congregation,  

   We want to thank you for your ongoing support & donations of food,
formula & other supplies to our organization! We are truly thankful for the
blessing these items have been. We see around ten clients each week in our
Mercer office, so we go through donations quickly, and the Lord always
provides through His people. 
   May the Lord continue to bless you all as you seek to be a blessing to
others. We praise the Lord for the light you are to this community. 
In Christ, 
Shannon & the New Beginnings Team Promise of Life Network



Each year, as we approach Memorial Day, we
are invited into a sacred pause...a moment to
remember, reflect, and give thanks. While the
long weekend often brings gatherings, travel,
and the unofficial start of summer, its deeper
meaning calls us to something far more
significant.
Memorial Day is a time set aside to honor the
men and women who gave their lives in
service to our country. Their sacrifice is a
profound expression of love—laying down
one’s life for others. As believers, this truth
resonates deeply with the words of Jesus in
John 15:13: “Greater love has no one than
this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”
In remembering those who have fallen, we
are reminded not only of their courage but
also of the cost of freedom. It is easy to take
for granted the liberties we enjoy...freedom to
worship, to gather, to live out our faith openly.
Memorial Day gently calls us back to
gratitude for these blessings, secured at such
a high price.

As a church community, this day also offers
an opportunity to minister with compassion.
Many families carry the weight of loss,
especially on this holiday. A kind word, a
prayer, or a simple acknowledgment can be
a powerful expression of Christ’s love to
those who grieve.
Beyond remembrance, Memorial Day can
also inspire us to consider our own lives.
While few are called to the battlefield, all
are called to serve. We are reminded that a
life of sacrifice, service, and love is central
to the Christian walk. Whether through acts
of kindness, sharing the Gospel, or
supporting those in need, we reflect Christ
when we give of ourselves for others.
This Memorial Day, may we do more than
observe...may we remember with purpose.
Let us thank God for those who have
served and sacrificed, pray for their
families, and recommit ourselves to living
lives that honor both their legacy and our
faith.

Remembering with Gratitude: 

A Memorial Day Reflection

“Lord, help us never forget the cost of freedom, both earthly and eternal, 
and teach us to live with grateful and faithful hearts.”
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Mother’s Day Chuckles for the Soul

 A child asked his mom, “Why are you so good at multitasking?”
      She said, “Because I’ve been practicing since you learned how to talk.”

 Why did Mom bring a ladder to church?
      Because she heard the sermon was going to be uplifting—and she wasn’t taking any 
      chances.

 A Sunday School teacher asked, “What is patience?”
      One child replied, “What Mom has when I ask her the same question 27 times.”

 Why did the mom bring snacks to church even though it was a short service?
      Because “short” is a relative term when you have children.

 How do we know moms are blessed with endurance?
      They can find lost shoes, missing homework, and a child’s attitude…all before 8 A.M.

 What’s a mom’s spiritual gift?
      Discernment—she knows what you did before you even say “it wasn’t me.”

 How do you know a mom has strong faith?
      She believes she’ll sit through an entire service… without someone whispering, “I’m
      hungry.”

 Why do moms love church coffee?
      Because it’s the only cup they might actually finish while it’s still hot.

Mother ’s Day is a beautiful reminder of the quiet, steadfast
love that reflects the very heart of God. Today, we pause
to honor and celebrate the women who have nurtured,
guided, prayed, and sacrificed...often in ways unseen and
unrecognized.
To mothers, grandmothers, spiritual mothers, and all
women who pour into the lives of others: your love leaves
a lasting imprint. In the daily routines, in the whispered
prayers, in the strength you show through both joy and
hardship, you embody a living testimony of faith in action.
Scripture reminds us in Proverbs 31 that a woman who
fears the Lord is to be praised...and on Mother ’s Day, we
do just that...we praise our moms. We also recognize that 

Mother ’s Day can carry a mixture of emotions. For some, it is a day of deep gratitude; for
others, it may bring memories of loss, longing, or unfulfilled hopes. Wherever this day finds
you, know that God sees you, holds you close, and surrounds you with His compassion.
As a church family, we give thanks for the legacy of faith passed down through generations
of women who have trusted the Lord and taught others to do the same. May we continue to
honor their example by living lives marked by love, grace, and devotion to Christ.
Happy Mother ’s Day to all the incredible women of Bethany Church, you are deeply
appreciated, richly valued, and lovingly celebrated today and always.

“Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her.” 
Proverbs 31:28
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WEST VIRGINIA MISSION TRIP NEWS 
Circleville,WestVirginia • June20–27,2026

Packing Day:
Dates: Friday,June 19th 
Time: 7:00pm
Location:Bethany Church 
Bring yourclothes in your tote, sleeping
bag, & campchair. We will be packing all
VBS suppliesinto the trailer. 

 
Need parent’shealth insurance info &
their signature
Overviewoftrippurpose,expectations, and
introductions.
ADULTS-Bringyour driver’s license so it
can be photocopied.
Team Meeting #2 & Team Meeting #3

Team Meeting #1 – Fillout paperwork
 Date: Sunday, May3rd

Time: 12:00 pmPizzaLunch provided.
Location: BethanyChurch social room 
Forms need filledout: Child Protection 

Local Support –

Transportation: 
Pick up and/or return rental vans on 6/19
and 6/27. 
Clean rental vans once we return to Mercer
at end of our trip. 
Encouragement: 
Write notes for team members. 
Send homemade cookies or desserts to be
enjoyed that week. 

Final Send-Off Gathering: 
Date: Saturday, June 20th 
Time: 8:30am 
Location: Bethany Church parking lot
Prayer, commissioning, and final
reminders 

•
•
•
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
•
•
• 

•
•
•
• 

•
•
•
• 

•
• 

training, HealthForm, Scholarship,etc. 

Dates: Monday,June 1  & Mon., June8thst

Time: 6:45 pm
Location: Bethany Church social room
Focus on VBSroles, curriculum, packing
reminders, etc.

Help pack andorganize supplies on 6/19.
Assist with gathering, packing, and
prepping foodprior to the trip. 

How You Can Help -without going to WV 

Prayer Support: Pray for the team, the
children, & the community of Circleville. 

•

• 
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FOOD DONATIONS 

    Grape Jelly – 1 
Strawberry Jelly – 1 
Peanut Butter – 2 
Ketchup – 6 
Mustard – 4 
Hellman’s Mayo – 1 
Box of Toothpicks – 1 
AA Batteries – 4 
Boxes of Breakfast Bars – 10 
Boxes of Chewy Fruit Snacks – 7
Graham Crackers for S’mores – 1
Regular Marshmallows – 2 bags
Hershey Milk Choc bars - (pkg of 6) – 3 
Mini Marshmallow – 1 bag 
Ranch dressing – 5 
Italian dressing – 3 
Balsamic salad dressing – 2 

Bags of Croutons – 5 
Pam Cooking Spray – 3 
Jalapeno slices – 2 jars 
Nacho cheese – 3 jars 
Salsa – 4 jars 
Flour tortilla shells – 8 pkgs 
Bacon Bits – 5 small bags 
Olives – 3 cans 
Syrup – 2 
Instant Oatmeal – variety pack – 2
Cheerios – 2 boxes 
Raisin Bran – 1 box 
Rice Chex – 1 box 
Frosted Flakes – 2 boxes 
Lucky Charms – 2 boxes 
Coco Krispies – 2 boxes 
Packages of cookies (Ex Oreos, Choc
chip, etc.) – 40 pkgs. 

The WV Mission Trip team prepares all of our meals throughout the week, including a hot lunch each 
day for the children and volunteers at Vacation Bible School. By the end of the week, we will serve more
than 1,200 meals. 

To make this possible, we’re asking for your help. 

A donation sign-up sheet is available in the Welcome Center in the back lobby of Bethany Church. If you’re
able to donate any of the items listed, please write your name beside the item to help prevent duplicates.
Donations can be placed in the labeled box in the lobby any time before Sunday, June 14th. 

Thank you for your generosity and support. If you have any questions, please contact Amy Cameron at
acameron@windstream.net or 724-854-3056. 

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o 

Join area students (finishing 8th-12  Grade), adults, & families as they partner with Circleville Presbyterian Church and community
in West Virginia to host an annual Vacation Bible School. 

th

The Trip is open to anyone, no matter where you are in your journey with Jesus Christ. You will not be asked to be someone you are
not, but you will be challenged in your faith as an individual, in your small groups, and as a team.

To better prepare yourself, please consider the following expectations:
Regularly attend worship services at your church and be involved in Sunday School or a small group.
Pray for yourself, team members, and people of the Circleville area.
Attend training meetings: May 3 at noon (lunch provided) and June 1 & June 8 at 6:45 P.M. at Bethany Church.
Complete the necessary “17 and under” or “18 and over” child protection clearances and training.

Cost is $195 per student. Adults and families are not required to make the same financial commitment to the mission trip because
of their own travel expenses. Scholarships are available. Please contact a leader if you are interested.
Registration and a $50 deposit are due Sunday, April 12. 
Mandatory Packing Session will be on Friday, June 19 at 7:00 P.M. at Bethany.
Contact Dan Cameron at 724-854-3052 with any questions. PAGE 10
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May: A Season of Growth, 
Gratitude, and New Life

As May arrives, it brings with it a sense of renewal that is hard to miss. The earth is waking up in full
color...flowers bloom, trees regain their lush green leaves, and the days grow warmer and longer. It’s a
beautiful reminder of the life and growth that God continuously brings into our world and into our hearts.
In many ways, May mirrors the spiritual journey. Just as seeds planted in earlier seasons begin to
flourish, so too do the seeds of faith, prayer, and perseverance that we’ve sown in our own lives.
Scripture reminds us in Galatians 6:9, “Let us not grow weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up.” May is a living illustration of that promise...growth takes time, but
God is always at work beneath the surface.
This month also invites us to pause and reflect with gratitude. We celebrate Mother’s Day, honoring the
women who have nurtured, guided, and loved us with Christlike compassion. Their care reflects God’s
own heart—patient, sacrificial, and steadfast. It’s a wonderful opportunity to not only appreciate mothers
but also to thank all those who have poured into our lives spiritually and emotionally.
May also leads us toward Memorial Day, a time of remembrance and honor. As we reflect on the sacrifices
made for our freedom, we are reminded of the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who gave His life so that
we might have eternal life. Gratitude becomes more than a feeling...it becomes an act of worship.
As a church family, May is a perfect time to recommit ourselves to growth...both individually and together.
Whether it’s deepening your prayer life, reconnecting with Scripture, serving others, or simply being
present in fellowship, every step forward matters. Growth doesn’t always happen in dramatic moments;
often, it unfolds quietly, day by day, just like the steady blooming of spring.
So as you enjoy the beauty of this season, let it point you back to the Creator of it all. May your heart be
refreshed, your faith strengthened, and your spirit renewed. Just as the earth is coming alive, may you
experience a fresh outpouring of God’s grace and purpose in your life.

“See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone. Flowers appear on the earth; the season
of singing has come…”  Song of Solomon 2:11–12

Financial Report

Through March

Income      $74,659
Expenses   $51,328
Difference $23,331
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	Bethany Family,
	We have been so busy around here at Bethany Church; moving our offices, clearing out closets, and making changes! It is both wonderful and stressful at the same time. We are making progress on our Welcome Center project. Walls are being torn out of the old offices, and the committee is making decisions on furniture and other details. Sometimes we can get lost in the details of major projects like this and forget about what God is doing in and around us. I want to be careful not to make that mistake!
	We are actively getting ready for our summer outreach initiatives. VBS is right around the corner and so are the Summer Playdates. As we gear up for these wonderful outreach opportunities, I am reminded that we also have our baptism celebration coming up in July. We will gather together as a church family after church on July 19th at Lake Latonka to celebrate all that God has been doing. It will be a time of fun, food, and celebration. So mark your calendars!
	I also wonder if some of you may want to be a more direct part of the celebration. Perhaps you are a believer in Jesus Christ but have never been baptized. Maybe you meant to be baptized but never got around to it. Or maybe you are unsure about what baptism is and why it matters.


	Baptism is a physical and communal opportunity to identify with Jesus as your Lord and Savior. It is a declaration that you believe in Jesus and have received the Holy Spirit, that you are reborn and renewed by the blood of Christ. It signifies that you have repented (turned away) from your sins. It is a public proclamation that Jesus is Lord of your life, meaning He has the right to guide you, redirect you, and lead your life. It is also a willing submission to His authority as God. It’s a big deal!
	Baptism is modeled by Jesus (Matthew 3:13–17; Mark 1:9–11; Luke 3:21–22) and is a command given to us (Matthew 28:19–20). A command to be baptized and to go and baptize others. If you have never been baptized, no matter the reason, we would love to baptize you during our baptism celebration on July 19th. We would be honored to celebrate the hope and transformation God has brought to your life as a Christian.
	We will also offer an opportunity for rededication during this celebration. A rededication is similar to baptism in that you go under the water, but instead of being baptized again, you are publicly declaring that God is working in a new way in your life. It is a renewed commitment to Jesus. This is available to anyone who has already been baptized, whether as an adult or as an infant. Has God been doing something new in your life? This may be a meaningful way to share that and rededicate your life to Christ.
	If you would like to be baptized or rededicated during our baptism celebration, please reach out to me (Pastor Bob). You can call the church, speak with me in person, or email me at rwhite@bethany-presbyterian.org.
	God is moving at Bethany Church and in the Mercer community. I look forward to the work He has given us to do, the work of serving our community, sharing the Gospel, and making disciples.
	-Pastor Bob

	Matthew 28:19
	“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
	BETHANY YOUTH
	April hosted a wild and crazy start as Mercer High School hosted their production of High School Musical, April 9th through the 11th! Jess Heckathorn was a man of many talents, performing in several roles throughout the entire show; such as the karaoke host, a basketball player, the Academic Decathlon Moderator, and more! Daphne Fox and Emma Stelter worked hard behind the scenes helping run stage crew and props. Great job to all who participated!
	We finished off our “Heart of God” series from RightNow Media and stepped into a new series, “Fire and Faithfulness” from RightNow Media hosted by Sadie Robertson-Huff. This series is taking us through the book of Daniel, chapters 1, 2, 3, and 6 and learning how to trust God and be faithfully obedient to Him, even when the outcome looks bleak. 
	April 19th through 25th was Volunteer Appreciation Week around the world, so I would just like to shout out all of our wonderful volunteers; Nancy and Denny Thompson, Chrissy and John Preston, and all of the wonderful parents of our ministry that have helped out in a multitude of ways in the past year! We couldn’t do it without you all!
	May Schedule
	05/03:  Sunday School: 9:30a Youth group: 6:00p - 8:00p
	05/10: No Sunday School or Youth Group
	05/17:  Sunday School: 9:30a Youth group: 6:00p - 8:00p
	05/24: Sunday School: 9:30a Youth group: 6:00p - 8:00p
	05/31: Sunday School: 9:30a Youth group: 6:00p - 8:00p

	We are gearing up for a fantastic end of the school year, and a busy yet uber fun summer! We have Bethany’s VBS June 15-19, the West Virginia Mission Trip June 20th-27th, and we are attending Lifest, one of the largest Christian music festivals in the US, hosted in Oshkosh, WI from July 9th through the 12th!
	Please continue to pray for our teens to finish the school year strong. Pray for them to be a shining light of Christ’s love in their schools, clubs, and anything else they might be involved in!
	Micah Wojnowski!

	Thank you for your faithful partnership in the work God is doing through EduNations. Because of you, students in Sierra Leone are receiving quality education, care, and the hope of the Gospel. Through our educational programs and by meeting critical physical needs, we are able to open doors to share the love of Jesus and minister to the hearts of our students and their communities. Ministry Updates and Current Projects
	SmartBox (Rokassa Senior Secondary School) (FULLY FUNDED)  Training begins this week for a new SmartBox system—providing educational resources and WASSCE practice exams. We are excited about the impact this will have on student success.
	Latrine Construction (FULLY FUNDED)

	Three new latrines are being built (two in Rokassa, one in Mapainda), improving sanitation and        dignity for students and families.         Thank you to our church partners who donated to these projects!
	Mayatta Teachers’ Quarters (PARTIALLY FUNDED)

	Construction is underway to provide housing for our teachers. We still need $12,000 to complete the project and $5,500 for solar installation. We hope to finish before the rainy season begins.  Please prayerfully consider how your church might help.
	We could not do this work without you, and we are deeply grateful for the ways you give, pray, and walk alongside us in this mission. Thank you for standing with us as we seek to transform lives through education and share the love of Jesus. With gratitude and hope, Dana Kaltenberger, U.S. Director
	YoungLife
	Our annual Penn West Young Life Fundraising Banquet was amazing! We enjoyed celebrating and sharing the many stories of the Lord’s faithfulness together!   Young Life is making a tremendous impact on kids in Mercer County and beyond. We currently have 89 college and young adult leaders who know over 1600 kids in middle and high schools around the county.
	Our desire is that every kid in Mercer County and beyond would feel seen and known and have a chance to respond to God’s great love for them. If you were able to attend, thank you for coming and hearing about our ministry! Between pledges and gifts we have raised almost $80,000 of our $100,000 goal!  If you could not attend the banquet, but would like to donate to support Penn West Young Life as we GROW in Mercer County and beyond, click on the button below or make a check out to “Penn West Young Life” and mail it to Penn West Young Life, PO Box 382, Grove City, PA 16127.
	Bethany Indoor Yard Sale
	Because we are in the process of remodeling, we have a few extra items that we no longer need. These include a corner cupboard, a countertop/cupboard, some bookshelves, desks, and other misc. items. If you are interested in any of them, talk to Steve. All items are donation.
	Renovations are continuing for the new administration offices and community center.  Clearing out, cleaning up, removing wallpaper, painting, framing in, ripping out, installing new carpeting and flooring.... it’s going to be awesome!


	Thank you to Charles and Don for the new front  porch and storm door on the Bethany rental house.
	THE HAVEN Haven & Bethany Church Congregation,
	We want to thank you for your ongoing support & donations of food, formula & other supplies to our organization! We are truly thankful for the blessing these items have been. We see around ten clients each week in our Mercer office, so we go through donations quickly, and the Lord always provides through His people.     May the Lord continue to bless you all as you seek to be a blessing to others. We praise the Lord for the light you are to this community.  In Christ,  Shannon & the New Beginnings Team Promise of Life Network

	Remembering with Gratitude:  A Memorial Day Reflection
	Each year, as we approach Memorial Day, we are invited into a sacred pause...a moment to remember, reflect, and give thanks. While the long weekend often brings gatherings, travel, and the unofficial start of summer, its deeper meaning calls us to something far more significant. Memorial Day is a time set aside to honor the men and women who gave their lives in service to our country. Their sacrifice is a profound expression of love—laying down one’s life for others. As believers, this truth resonates deeply with the words of Jesus in John 15:13: “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” In remembering those who have fallen, we are reminded not only of their courage but also of the cost of freedom. It is easy to take for granted the liberties we enjoy...freedom to worship, to gather, to live out our faith openly. Memorial Day gently calls us back to gratitude for these blessings, secured at such a high price.
	As a church community, this day also offers an opportunity to minister with compassion. Many families carry the weight of loss, especially on this holiday. A kind word, a prayer, or a simple acknowledgment can be a powerful expression of Christ’s love to those who grieve. Beyond remembrance, Memorial Day can also inspire us to consider our own lives. While few are called to the battlefield, all are called to serve. We are reminded that a life of sacrifice, service, and love is central to the Christian walk. Whether through acts of kindness, sharing the Gospel, or supporting those in need, we reflect Christ when we give of ourselves for others. This Memorial Day, may we do more than observe...may we remember with purpose. Let us thank God for those who have served and sacrificed, pray for their families, and recommit ourselves to living lives that honor both their legacy and our faith.
	“Lord, help us never forget the cost of freedom, both earthly and eternal,  and teach us to live with grateful and faithful hearts.”

	Mother’s Day Chuckles for the Soul
	A child asked his mom, “Why are you so good at multitasking?”
	She said, “Because I’ve been practicing since you learned how to talk.”
	Why did Mom bring a ladder to church?

	Because she heard the sermon was going to be uplifting—and she wasn’t taking any        chances.
	A Sunday School teacher asked, “What is patience?”

	One child replied, “What Mom has when I ask her the same question 27 times.”
	Why did the mom bring snacks to church even though it was a short service?

	Because “short” is a relative term when you have children.
	How do we know moms are blessed with endurance?

	They can find lost shoes, missing homework, and a child’s attitude…all before 8 A.M.
	What’s a mom’s spiritual gift?

	Discernment—she knows what you did before you even say “it wasn’t me.”
	How do you know a mom has strong faith?

	She believes she’ll sit through an entire service… without someone whispering, “I’m       hungry.”
	Why do moms love church coffee?

	Because it’s the only cup they might actually finish while it’s still hot.
	Mother’s Day is a beautiful reminder of the quiet, steadfast love that reflects the very heart of God. Today, we pause to honor and celebrate the women who have nurtured, guided, prayed, and sacrificed...often in ways unseen and unrecognized. To mothers, grandmothers, spiritual mothers, and all women who pour into the lives of others: your love leaves a lasting imprint. In the daily routines, in the whispered prayers, in the strength you show through both joy and hardship, you embody a living testimony of faith in action. Scripture reminds us in Proverbs 31 that a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised...and on Mother’s Day, we do just that...we praise our moms. We also recognize that
	Mother’s Day can carry a mixture of emotions. For some, it is a day of deep gratitude; for others, it may bring memories of loss, longing, or unfulfilled hopes. Wherever this day finds you, know that God sees you, holds you close, and surrounds you with His compassion. As a church family, we give thanks for the legacy of faith passed down through generations of women who have trusted the Lord and taught others to do the same. May we continue to honor their example by living lives marked by love, grace, and devotion to Christ. Happy Mother’s Day to all the incredible women of Bethany Church, you are deeply appreciated, richly valued, and lovingly celebrated today and always. “Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her.”  Proverbs 31:28


	WEST VIRGINIA MISSION TRIP NEWS
	Circleville,WestVirginia • June20–27,2026
	Thinking about this Mission Trip? We’d love to have you join us! Please come to
	the meetings so we can plan transportation, meals, and VBS roles accordingly.
	Team Meeting #1 – Fillout paperwork
	Date: Sunday, May3rd Time: 12:00 pmPizzaLunch provided. Location: BethanyChurch social room  Forms need filledout: Child Protection
	training, HealthForm, Scholarship,etc.
	Need parent’shealth insurance info & their signature Overviewoftrippurpose,expectations, and introductions. ADULTS-Bringyour driver’s license so it can be photocopied. Team Meeting #2 & Team Meeting #3
	Dates: Monday,June 1st & Mon., June8th
	Time: 6:45 pm Location: Bethany Church social room Focus on VBSroles, curriculum, packing reminders, etc.
	Packing Day: Dates: Friday,June 19th  Time: 7:00pm Location:Bethany Church  Bring yourclothes in your tote, sleeping bag, & campchair. We will be packing all VBS suppliesinto the trailer.
	Final Send-Off Gathering:  Date: Saturday, June 20th  Time: 8:30am  Location: Bethany Church parking lot Prayer, commissioning, and final reminders
	How You Can Help -without going to WV
	Prayer Support: Pray for the team, the children, & the community of Circleville.
	Transportation:  Pick up and/or return rental vans on 6/19 and 6/27.  Clean rental vans once we return to Mercer at end of our trip.  Encouragement:  Write notes for team members.  Send homemade cookies or desserts to be enjoyed that week.

	Local Support –
	Help pack andorganize supplies on 6/19. Assist with gathering, packing, and prepping foodprior to the trip.



	FOOD DONATIONS
	The WV Mission Trip team prepares all of our meals throughout the week, including a hot lunch each  day for the children and volunteers at Vacation Bible School. By the end of the week, we will serve more than 1,200 meals.
	To make this possible, we’re asking for your help.
	A donation sign-up sheet is available in the Welcome Center in the back lobby of Bethany Church. If you’re able to donate any of the items listed, please write your name beside the item to help prevent duplicates. Donations can be placed in the labeled box in the lobby any time before Sunday, June 14th.
	Thank you for your generosity and support. If you have any questions, please contact Amy Cameron at acameron@windstream.net or 724-854-3056.
	Grape Jelly – 1
	o o o o o o o o o o o o
	Strawberry Jelly – 1  Peanut Butter – 2  Ketchup – 6  Mustard – 4  Hellman’s Mayo – 1  Box of Toothpicks – 1  AA Batteries – 4  Boxes of Breakfast Bars – 10  Boxes of Chewy Fruit Snacks – 7 Graham Crackers for S’mores – 1 Regular Marshmallows – 2 bags Hershey Milk Choc bars - (pkg of 6) – 3  Mini Marshmallow – 1 bag  Ranch dressing – 5  Italian dressing – 3  Balsamic salad dressing – 2
	o o o o
	o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o
	Bags of Croutons – 5  Pam Cooking Spray – 3  Jalapeno slices – 2 jars  Nacho cheese – 3 jars  Salsa – 4 jars  Flour tortilla shells – 8 pkgs  Bacon Bits – 5 small bags  Olives – 3 cans  Syrup – 2  Instant Oatmeal – variety pack – 2 Cheerios – 2 boxes  Raisin Bran – 1 box  Rice Chex – 1 box  Frosted Flakes – 2 boxes  Lucky Charms – 2 boxes  Coco Krispies – 2 boxes  Packages of cookies (Ex Oreos, Choc chip, etc.) – 40 pkgs.
	Join area students (finishing 8th-12th Grade), adults, & families as they partner with Circleville Presbyterian Church and community in West Virginia to host an annual Vacation Bible School.
	The Trip is open to anyone, no matter where you are in your journey with Jesus Christ. You will not be asked to be someone you are not, but you will be challenged in your faith as an individual, in your small groups, and as a team.
	To better prepare yourself, please consider the following expectations:
	Cost is $195 per student. Adults and families are not required to make the same financial commitment to the mission trip because of their own travel expenses. Scholarships are available. Please contact a leader if you are interested. Registration and a $50 deposit are due Sunday, April 12.  Mandatory Packing Session will be on Friday, June 19 at 7:00 P.M. at Bethany. Contact Dan Cameron at 724-854-3052 with any questions.
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	Financial Report
	Through March
	Income      $74,659 Expenses   $51,328 Difference $23,331
	May: A Season of Growth,  Gratitude, and New Life
	“See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone. Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has come…”  Song of Solomon 2:11–12
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