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Committee Meetings 

• Safety Team  

      September 6 at 6:00 p.m. 

• Property 

      September 6 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Deacons 

      September 7 at 6:00 p.m. 

•  Christian Ed. Meeting 

      September 12 at 6:30 p.m. 

• Outreach 

      September 13 at 6:30 p.m. 

• Worship & Memorials 

      September 13 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Finance 

      September 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Session 

      September 22 at 7:00 p.m. 

Church Family,  

     Over the last few years I have been burdened with evangelism in a whole new way. 

I realize as a pastor that may sound funny and obvious but let me explain. It is also the 

heart to why you might have noticed a focus on evangelism in the sermons. A few 

years back I was leading a Bible study for a group of young adults. We were studying 

Ezekiel. Ezekiel is an amazing Old Testament Prophetic book that looks forward to 

what God ultimately does in the New Testament. There are classic passages about 

how God will give his people a new heart and new Spirit (Ezekiel 11:9, 36:26). Then 

there is the “dry bones” passage. In Ezekiel 37 God shows Ezekiel the future of his 

people and how he will restore his people and fulfill all the promises he gives them 

and us. These are beautiful passages of scripture which serve amongst other things as 

the foundations for evangelism. Additionally Ezekiel was called to reach out to Israel in 

an evangelistic way. Which can and should be modeled today.  

     This Bible study really got me thinking. Who am I reaching out to? Who was the 

last person I shared the Gospel with? I do share the Gospel in my role as a pastor  

every so often. We will have people walk into the church and ask for help. This can be 

a great opportunity to share the Gospel but certainly not the only way. In reflection I 

realized that I have nobody in my life that I am actively trying to share my faith with 

outside of my own family who are not all followers of Christ. As the burden of evange-

lism grew in my life I began looking for opportunities to share my faith. This led me to 

my angry neighbor who used to yell at his girlfriend loud enough that Becky and I 

could hear it across the street with our windows and doors closed. I tried to get to 

know him and then he promptly moved away.  

     In Romans 10 :14-15 Paul states “How then will they call on him in whom they have 

not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? 

And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach 

unless they are sent? As it is written How beautiful are the feet of those who preach 

the good news.” The good news is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The reality that Christ 

has died on the cross so we can have forgiveness from our sins and be restored to 

God. He loves us that much. Though the context of this passage is Paul talking about 

Israel the broader application is that people will not know about Jesus Christ unless 

his people get the word out. That means each and every one of us should be reaching  
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continued from page 1 

out to the people around us and sharing our faith. It is clear in scripture that some people have been given the role of 

gift of an evangelist. These people are going to excel at evangelism. Yet each one of God’s people are called to be an 

evangelist. I was looking at passages in Acts to try and illustrate my point and it was actually hard. It was hard because 

evangelism was woven into the very nature of Christianity. Evangelism is everywhere in Acts. It is assumed in just about 

every story. With that said you can look at Paul in Athens in chapter seventeen. Peter clearly evangelizes people in 

chapter two.  

     I have recently been listening to an audiobook series called “Christian Heroes: Then & Now”. You can find some of 

these books in our church library. I find that I can listen to certain books while doing random daily tasks that we all 

have to do. Like mowing the lawn, going for a run, and washing the dishes. It is a way to multitask and redeem the 

time. Anyway I have been challenged by God to both be more direct in my prayers but to also ask the question how 

am I allowing God to use my life to share the Gospel? How am I allowing God to use my life to evangelize those who 

do not know Jesus Christ? Each book in the series highlights a missionary who does amazing things for the kingdom. 

One man, Jacob DeShazer, was an American bomber pilot during World War II. He was part of the famous Doolittle 

Raid which was the American answer to Pearl Harbor. His plane dropped bombs on Japan and then they bailed out 

over China. The biography recounts his story of being captured, tortured, and starved for the better part of three years 

in Japan and China by the Japanese. He accepts Jesus Christ while in prison when the guards gave him a Bible. They 

did not even know what the book was. It also illustrates the power of the Word of God. He was eventually released 

after the end of the war and returns home. He then quickly decides to head back to Japan as a missionary who uses 

his story to evangelize the Japanese people and plant churches throughout the country. What an amazing story. The 

series chronicles 50 missionaries who have similarly amazing stories.  

     So let’s turn this conversation toward you and me. How are you doing on your personal call to share the faith and 

evangelize the world? Not everyone is called to go over seas and be a missionary. Though perhaps you are called, 

have you asked God? Yet scripture is clear that we are all to make disciples (Matthew 28), tell people about Jesus 

(Romans 10), and be both salt and light in our world (Matthew 5). Are you sharing your faith? Perhaps you can        

leverage relationships at work?  Perhaps your neighborhood can be a place where you can be light in a dark world. 

You can certainly be praying for someone. Who are you praying for that they accept Jesus as Lord and Savior? Perhaps 

God is calling you to be like Jacob and do something our culture would call radical. What would it look like to reach 

out to the LGBTQ community? What if you dived head first into the world of racial reconciliation? There is no limit to 

what God can do through you if you have faith (Matthew 17:20). Do you have enough faith? If you are not sure where 

to start simply pray and ask God to give you a heart for evangelism, missions, and seeing people come to know Jesus. 

He will answer that prayer! For my part I have been praying that prayer and I do not know what God will do tomorrow 

but he has given me a new passion to be the light in my neighborhood and share the Gospel. I do not know if this will 

turn into a Bible study or something else. Becky and I are starting by intentionally getting to know our mini community 

better and then seeing what step God has next. I look forward to how he will continue to grow a heart for the lost in 

my life and provide opportunities for me to obey him by sharing my faith. I look forward to this same reality in your 

life.    

     Pastor Bob 



Women’s Bible Study 

Tuesday mornings 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 

September 6 – October 18, 2022 

In seven sessions, Seamless covers the people, places, and promises of the 

Bible, tying them together into the greater story of Scripture. You'll gain an 

overarching understanding of the fundamental layout and meaning of 

God's Word. 
 

Seamless will help replace the insecurity that holds you back with clarity and 

helping you move forward with confidence in their understanding of Scrip-

ture. Each week of study features key information that ties all of Scripture 

together into the seamless truth of the gospel message and is accompanied by maps, general Bible facts, and 

word studies. 

Sign-up at the Welcome Center before August 28, 2022.  Please indicate if you will need childcare.  Book fee - $20 

For more information contact Pat Amsler or Sallie Riddle 

P A G E  3  

New Members Class 

Bethany will hold a new members class on Sunday, Sept. 18 from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  If you have been      

attending and have considered joining Bethany Church, we would love to have you join the class.  Dinner and 

childcare will be provided. 

 

 

Many of you already have a RightNow Media  

account through Bethany but if you do not, it is 

free to you.  Just contact the office and we will 

send you a link.  This is a great resource for all 

kinds of Christian content. 
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Session News - July Meeting 

Session approved the Youth Director's and Christian Education Committee's request to make numerous      

upgrades to the Social Room for the enhancement of the youth program.  These upgrades will be to sound 

equipment, lighting, instruments, games, computers and software.  The cost approved was $10,000. 

 

TITHE & OFFERING GIVING OPTIONS 

Bethany is very blessed to have faithful givers and we appreciate and thank you.  We want to make you aware 

of the various ways you may continue to support Bethany and its ministries. 

Worship Service 

Cash or checks are accepted in the offering boxes at each worship service.  You may 

also drop your giving in the slot across from the church office or mail it to the 

church.  NOTE:  Please let Beverly know if you would like to have personal weekly 

giving envelopes, or if you currently get envelopes but no longer care to receive 

them (724-269-7155). 

Automatic Bank Draws 

You can work with your bank or financial institution to have a certain amount automatically sent regularly to 

the church on a certain date.  There is generally no fee to you or to the church. 

Online Giving 

You can set up one-time or regular giving by going to the Bethany website and clicking “GIVE” at the top of 

the page.  As you scroll down you will see a donation form and the option of setting up a giving account. 

Qualified Charitable Distributions 

If you are required to withdraw funds monthly or annually from an IRA, you can request your financial         

institution to make all or a portion of the funds payable to Bethany Presbyterian Church and mailed there if 

you prefer.  Any funds paid directly to the church, or a charitable organization do not count towards your   

annual income and therefore will not be taxed. 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child                       

It's not too soon to start praying for the Samaritan's Purse Shoe Box collections. As you 

are doing your 'back-to-school' shopping it would be a good time to think about your 

shoe boxes. Start now collecting exciting things for the children that will receive your 

Christmas shoebox. 
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ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 

Sunday, August 14th  

The Bethany Church Picnic was a lot fun this year 

with a bouncy house for the kids, great weather, 

wonderful food, and lots of fellowship. 

 

Greetings Bethany Church,  

Emily and I have grown to love our church family here in Mercer, PA. We have developed great relationships with many 

of you and have enjoyed living life in ministry with you. These, among many other reasons, are why the decision our 

family has decided to make is a difficult one. For the past several years, the Lord has laid it upon my heart to pursue 

seminary and for the majority of those years, I have left the consideration unattended. I surmised that it would subside 

or dissipate, and, therefore, I pursued other vocations. Through this process, I discovered that, although I have enjoyed 

my vocation, it did not assist in the dissipation of past inclinations, but, rather, brought clarity to them. The Lord has 

made it clear to me that seminary education is where He wants my family and I to direct ourselves towards. Through 

careful consideration, we have decided to pursue a seminary education with Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 

Louisville, KY. There are several reasons as to why we have chosen Southern, but one key reason is that it provides a 

studying path towards an M’Div in worship leadership. Having lead in worship for several years now, it has become clear 

to me that the entirety of worship is essential in communicating Biblical Truth and the Gospel. It is important that minis-

try leaders do not take the task of worship leadership lightly, as we will be responsible for guiding or misguiding others 

in their pursuit of Truth. I have chosen to pursue an M’Div in worship leadership to form a stronger foundation for the 

task of pointing others towards the deep Truths of the Gospel through every aspect of worship. Emily and I will conclude 

our time here at Bethany on December 31st and will be making the trek down to Louisville to begin this next chapter in 

our lives. As I’ve said before, this decision is not easy, but we know that the Lord has called us to it. We look forward to 

what God has in store. We will miss Bethany Church and the family we have been brought into here. We have been 

blessed by you and we hope we have been a blessing to you as well. Thank you for your love to us. We pray that the 

Lord will continue to shape you into the bride He has called you to be.  

God bless, Josiah and Emily 



Implementation  Team  

Updates 

Pine Grove School Supplies 

School Supplies were passed out at Pine Grove on 

Saturday, August 13th. 

Up-coming Outreach Event at Pine Grove 

The second annual Fall Fun Fest and Campfire at Pine 

Grove is scheduled for Saturday, September 24 from 

6 to 8pm.  Grab some snacks, bring a friend and plan 

for an enjoyable evening around the campfire. 

Jefferson Fair 

The Implementation Team was at the Jefferson 

Township Fair again this year.   

 

WILLOW WOMEN'S CENTER 

We are highlighting our mission 

partners at Willow Women's 

Center this month in anticipation 

of their October Banquet. The 

planning is well advanced & the excitement is building for 

the 2022 Banquet! Mark your calendar for October 5th or 

6th for this very special event. There will be more infor-

mation to follow through out September & be sure to 

check out the bulletin board! 

Many from our Bethany congregation attended last years 

banquet. Several were prevented from joining because 

of  Covid..... Those that were able to attend can attest  to 

what a wonderful evening it was & the blessing we       

received hearing about all the mothers who walked 

through Willow's doors & chose life for their babies! There 

are many EXCITING things going on at Willow and we can 

hardly wait for you to hear about them. 

Christylee Roose, Willow's Advancement Director, will be 

visiting Bethany one Sunday in September to share about 

Willow & the upcoming banquet. Be watching for the date 

of the service in our Wednesday updates or our Sunday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

announcements. 

As the month progresses Nancy Heckathorn (724-748-

3069) & Pam Muehlman (724-699-2589) will be taking 

reservations for the banquet. There will be a sign up sheet 

at the Welcome Center. 

Bethany's Outreach Committee is sponsoring a table. If 

any persons or business owners would be interested in 

sponsoring a table please contact Pam Muehlman & she 

will provide you with the form. This dinner & program is 

provided free of charge due to many generous supporters 

& underwriters. Donations to Willow are not used towards 

the dinner. The night of the banquet the attendees are 

given an opportunity to give a donation.  A  donation is 

not required & there is absolutely no obligation.            

Genuinely, the most important part of the Willow Banquet 

is to educate as many people as possible about the      

services Willow offers to the women & men of our      

community. This crucial information shared with God's 

love & compassion will in most situations help them to 

make an informed decision FOR LIFE for their babies.  
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Bethany’s 2022 Financial Statement through August 

  Income  $293,816   Expenses  $277,581  Difference  $16,235  

P A G E  7  

 

Fun & Fellowship was had at Rainbow Fight Night 
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