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Chad Trunkhill, Senior Pastor   chad@trunkhill.org    712-571-9249 
Jarryn Wiley-Pearce, DCE    dcejarryn@oursaviordenison.com   712-419-1019 

Church Office, Stephanie Hatterman   office@oursaviordenison.com   712-263-3282 

Congrats 2026 High School Graduates! 
Brigid Bonner, Jayden Bradley, Roman Bygness, Anna Galvin,  

Owen Galvin, Giana Garcia, Emily Gehlsen, Ryan Hennings,  

Addison Houston, Quinton Juhl, Mylie Kaub, Josie Koenig,  

Ashton Randeris, Gracie Schillerberg, Gavin Schmadeke,  

Annah Schwarte, Lexie Wiese 

 
Commit your work to the Lord, And your plans 

will be established.” - Proverbs 16:3 
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Register Today by scanning 
the QR Code! 
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Our Savior Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes, May 12, 2026 
 

Attendees - Steve Frazier, Michael Phipps, Pastor Chad, DCE Jarryn, Terri Martens, Shari Frazier, Alan Suntken, Lisa We-
ber, Sue Feller, Sue Bergamo, Eric Martens 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Steve Frazier at 7:00 PM. 
 

Opening devotion by Terri Martens. 
 

Review of minutes from April 14, 2026 Council meeting - approved as read. 
 

Senior Pastor Report – May 2026 
Worship Attendance 
We are close to where we were last year. Easter service seemed to be pretty good. Bethlehem is overall down a little 
more than I would like to see. Will see how things shake out a little more over the summer and into the fall. 
Official Acts 
Hudson Brian Dalby (Baptism) Our Savior – April 4, 2026 
Greg and Lori Wehle (Transfer In) Our Savior – April 6, 2026 
Starla Steinkuehler (Funeral) For Bethlehem at Our Savior – April 15, 2026 
Linden Nicole Neddermeyer (Baptism) Our Savior – April 26, 2026 
Scarlett Elizabeth Neddermeyer (Baptism) Our Savior – April 26, 2026 
Confirmation Robes 
We need to finish up the Confirmation Robes (steamed) and moved back into the closet in the north hallway. I think 
that the robes looked nice this year for Confirmation. 
New Member Welcome/Volunteer Appreciation Sunday - May 31 
We have begun getting the information out for the brunch this day. Food is ordered and we are considering a gift for 
the people who volunteer as teachers. Probably a small gift card from the Bake Shop. 
Donuts and Fellowship 
I think we have the numbers correct for the donut fellowship after church. Steph has ordered them from Hy-Vee and 
Jarryn/Ben pick them up on Sunday morning. We are getting 2 dozen for the youth and 3 dozen for the adults. We will 
continue to monitor this and adjust as needed. 
Iowa District West Mission Grant 
I have most of the items in for the portable sound system and have most of it set up and ready to go. I need to snag or 
purchase a couple more cables to fully test the system and finish the set up. This will be done before the next meeting. 
Cleaning Up the Roles 
Also, before the next meeting we will have the roles cleaned up and have a new list of our actual members. I would 
like the elders and church council to look through the list first. Then think of people who can go through it in more de-
tail. We will also need to decide how we would like to handle members who live far away. Plan to discuss this at the 
June meetings. This really falls at the feet of the elders on a decision. I will present some options. 
Sermon Theme Family Devotions 
The devotions have tapered off a bit from the Lenten season but still have several people who are looking for them 
every week. We are monitoring the number we print so we are not wasteful. We have several people who also listen 
online. Our highest day listening on the podcast forums (Apple Podcast, Amazon Music, and Spotify) was almost 60 
people. One of the most notable stats from this is that 50% of the people listening are under 17 years old. I will contin-
ue to do this as I am able. 
Organ Problems 
We have two notes (B/Bb I believe) that are not working on the organ. It could be something easy and cheap, and it 
could be something more expensive. With the organ (most likely) 50 plus years old, it could be a problem with leathers 
and billows which could be costly. We are not planning on using it until we get a report from the organ repair guy 
when he comes on June 8, 2026. 
Possible Vacation 
I am thinking of trying to move my vacation from August to June or July to help better with some of the wedding, VBS, 
and other items. A plus to this, I would be able to go on vacation with Brenda. She cannot go to Sturgis due to the late 
date of the rally and start of the school year (and it is her 50th birthday). I am working with Jon to see if this is possible. 
Schedule 
May 31, 2026 – New Member Welcome/Volunteer Appreciation Sunday 
July 18, 2026 – Wedding Request – Carter Wessel (Ames) – Denied due to another wedding) 
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Our Savior Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes Continued 
 

July 13-17, 2026 – Our Savior VBS 
July 18, 2026 – Branning Wedding (OS) 
August 3-5, 2026 – Bethlehem VBS?? 
August 6-17, 2026 – Vacation 
August 1, 2026 – Wedding (Manning) 
August 22, 2026 – Frazier Wedding (Out of Town) 
September 13, 2026 – Rally Day in Washington Park 
September 16, 2026 – Ground Zero Begins (Confirmation, Wednesday Bible School, Connect) 
October 17, 2026 – Carlson Wedding (OS) 
November 14, 2026 – Hilty Wedding (Out of Town) 
 

DCE Report – Education for May 
Sunday School for all ages has wrapped up for the year. 
Ground Zero 
We have wrapped up for the year, and all teachers/volunteers have been invited to the appreciation brunch on the 
31st 
VBS - July 13-17 
We have the banner in the yard and registration will open June 1st. Due to conflicting dates, we will not be able to 
share decorations this year as we have in the past. As such we have been working on a plan to work on decorations on 
Sundays during the month of June. I am currently looking for people that are willing to head up several areas of VBS as 
we start rolling into planning. 
Upcoming/Other 
Celebration Brunch 
Kindle – Program will start in September 
Volunteer background checks will start June 1st for all volunteers over the age of 18 
 

DCE Report - Youth for May 
Youth Group 
We will be wrapping up Sr. and Jr. High Connect in the next week as we will start summer Connect in June. We will be 
doing just Sunday nights from 4:30 to 6:30 and it will be Sr. & Jr. High as well as our incoming 5th graders. 
Youth Events 
June Summer Servant Event with a fun day at King’s Point. We are looking for projects during the week. There will be a 
few around the church as well as a few around town. 
Service Projects 
Mother’s Day Carnations 
Summer Servant will be in June dates either June 15-19 or 22-26. I am working on getting projects lined up 
Summer Planning 
We will be looking at going to Top Golf during Summer Connect. King’s Point will be the reward for helping out with 
the Summer Servant Event For those not going to Jr. High Summer camp we will be looking at going kayaking and 
floating. 
Upcoming 
Senior Recognition Sunday – We currently have all the information we have been able to acquire and there will be a 
Senior booklet and video for Sunday 
 

Motion by Alan Suntken, seconded by Michael Phipps, to approve staff reports. Motion carries. 
Council Board Reports 
Board of Elders – Eric Martens, Elder of the month 
Elders have looked at property needs and have requested a Property Committee meeting be planned. 
Education/Youth – Jarryn has set regular meetings with the youth board 
Missions – Our meeting in April we discussed numerous things. First, we scheduled our annual garage sale for June 13 
along with the city-wide sale. Also, on the calendar is assisting with the Okoboji camp breakfast on September 6. It was 
decided that we will contact the Forged with Fire group to join them in making their crosses that they hand out in dis-
aster areas to the people they feed. Haley Pardun will be asked about making an information board that will be hung 
up containing all the outreach services the Our Savior does in the community and worldwide. Finally, we voted to 
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A Few Thoughts on Stewardship… 
God calls us to be faithful stewards who use our time, talents, and  money as participants in His  

mission “to seek and save the lost” (Luke 19:10). We are to be about God’s mission with all the resources He en-
trusts to us. God’s mission becomes our mission.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we become God ’s tools 
through whom and with whom He works. We become faithful stewards by God’s grace and His Spirit’s power. 

CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP IS THE PART GOD ALLOWS EACH OF US TO PLAY IN CARRYING FORWARD HIS PLAN OF  
SALVATION. 

“All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of  
reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:18). 

Our Savior Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes Continued 
 

support Iowa District West in giving $100 to send volunteers to aid in disaster cities. 
Discipleship – We put together the Mother's Day tea cups which got handed out on Mother's Day weekend, May 9th 
and 10th. Darin wrote the Discipleship Minute, Barb read it Saturday night and Sue read it Sunday morning. Wrote and 
mailed cards to the shut ins. Discussed what we will do for Father's Day. Talked about possibly getting one of the 2 
groups that we learned about at Best Practices to 
teach/guide us how to be better disciples. How to reach out to other disciples who reach out to other disciples and on 
and on. Possibly can get the group to come to our church or maybe do zoom meetings. We need Pastor Chad's input 
on this to move forward, see if it would be feasible. This month's meeting will be on Tuesday, May 19th since our regu-
lar meeting day is Memorial Day. 
Parish Fellowship – Some desserts were provided for the Starla Steinkuehler funeral, and Bethlehem ladies served the 
luncheon. 
Property – Alan Suntken reviewed the list of things that need to be updated: tile in choir loft is cracked and will need 
to be replaced, carpet in office needs shampooed, he will look into quotes for this. He will reach out to property com-
mittee members, and possible new members, to set up a meeting. There are memorabilia in the basement that Craig 
Dozark is working on and organizing a sale of items. 
Stewardship – The Endowment Committee (Julie Downing, Trisha Dirks, Dale Schneider, Troy Gehlsen, and Becky Ja-
cobsen) convened on Sunday, April 18, 2026, to review the 16 requests submitted. Prior to making final decisions, the 
committee has requested additional information from some requestors to thoroughly assess the requests and ensure 
that all pertinent details have been considered. Furthermore, the Endowment Committee has decided to establish a 
form for each approved requestor to track and submit to the Stewardship Chair. This form will facilitate tracking of 
funds and expenses, enabling the committee to make more informed evaluations of future requests. 
Treasurer – Terri is working on learning the status of the accounts from Elaine and reconciling all accounts. 
 

Motion by Michael Phipps, seconded by Rachel Greene to approve Council Board reports. Motion carries. 
 

Old Business 
• Direct deposit of payroll has started 
• Update on elevator roof issues - Steve and Mark Feller will be looking at the roof in more detail. 
• Credit card update – the application for Lutheran Federal Credit Union is in progress. 
• LAMP fund follow up – money will be transferred to this fund 
• Dishwasher installation tentative date: mid-June work will begin on removing cabinets, sinks, etc. Current cabinets 

could be reused as an island in the kitchen. 
 

New Business 
• Problems with church organ – someone is coming June 8 to look at it 
• Current pest control contract - there has not been a bill since February 2026, Alan will reach out to the current 

person for a recommendation. 
• July 25-26 - Pastor asked about interest in a Gospel quartet performing, Pastor will work on setting this up. 
• Pastor requested approval of $175 to fund the Ascension Day service meal at Mission Central. Motion by Michael 

Phipps, seconded by Sue Feller, to approve the funds for the meal. Motion carries. 
 

Motion made by Alan Suntken, seconded by Eric Martens, to adjourn the meeting at 7:45. Motion carries. 
 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Shari Frazier, Council Secretary 
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MAY 2026 Parish Records 

Our Savior Women’s Guild Meeting Minutes May 11, 2026 

On May 11th, five Guild members met for our monthly meeting. Our session started with the Common Table Prayer, 
after which we shared the tasty snacks. 
 

• President Dianne led us in reciting the LWML Pledge. Treasurer's report by Jan Norgaard and Secretary's report by 
Sandy Johnson were presented and approved as read. 

 

• Christian Growth: Readings by Jan Jacobsen, "Cecil B. Demille by Dr. Billy Graham", and John McCarther's 

"thoughts on getting old". 
 

• Gracewell: Bingo will be on June 16th. 
 

• Quilters: Working on banner for Convention 
 

Business Meeting: We will donate $100.00 to the Ingathering at District Convention. Convention has offerings on each 
day. After discussion, Jan Jacobsen moved, and Sandy seconded, that we give $50 each to David's Harp in Council 
Bluffs, Mercy Meals of Siouxland, and to Camp Okoboji for the staff at Camp. Motion was carried. 
 

Offering at the Spring Rally at Zion amounted to $600 for Lutheran Family Services. Tentative date for Fall Rally is  
September 24th. We will host this rally. We reviewed the Mission Grant Ballot and chose a few that we would vote for 
at Convention. Dianne and Sandy will be representing our Guild. 
 

Jan Norgaard and Dianne had birthdays last month, so we sang to them. No birthdays this month. 
 

Mite box was passed. Next meeting will be on June 8th. We closed the meeting with The Lord's Prayer, after which  
Dianne gave an interesting report on "Crown Him with Many Crowns" 

 

Sandy Johnson, Secretary 
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Prayers & Praise 
"Never worry about anything. But in every situation let God know what you need in prayers and requests, 

while giving thanks.” Philippians 4:6 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR  
THOSE WITH VARIOUS HEALTH ISSUES: 
Lowell Neumann, Tammy Schurke, Denise Buckholdt, Jerry Blackmore,  
Gabby Riessen, Doris Neumann, Raven Stone, Pauline Meeves,  
Norma Berens.  
 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO ARE SHUT INS 
Ruth Blackmore, Jenell Beam, Adlyn Ohl, Melanie Ohl. 
 

REMEMBER THOSE SERVING AS MILITARY PERSONNEL 
Cody Vogt – United States Air Force, Creech Air Force Base, Nevada, son of Mike & Lisa Vogt 
Tanner Krayneski – United States Marines, Camp Pendleton, Grandson of Byron & Pauline Meeves 
Rob Garvey – United States Air Force, Fort Mead, Maryland., son in law of Ron & Catherine Lechtenberg 
Alex Wingert – United States Navy, California, nephew of Larry Gittins 
Payton Malone – United States Air Force, Grand Fork, North Dakota, Grandson of George & Julie Malone 
Kaya Auen – United States Navy, Fort Sam, San Antonio, Daughter of Kristin Kastner 
Jed Wiley – United States Army, Tacoma, Washington, Brother of Jarryn Wiley-Pearce 
Chandler Lee – United States Air Force, Missouri, Grandson of Sam Lee, and nephew of Travis & Rondi Wessel 
Trevor Koenck – United States Air Force Reserve, Dayton, Ohio. Son of Bob & Melanie Coenen 
Matt Eiten – United States Air Force Reserve, Sioux City, Iowa. Grandson of Bob & Linda Quandt  
 

REMEMBER THOSE WE SUPPORT SERVING AS MISSIONARIES 
Benjamin and Ella Goehring – Romania  Rev. Jason and Emily Groth and Family – Belize 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Park – Taiwan   Ruth Maita - Puerto Rico 
Vicar Gavin Johnson – Dominican Republic Hannah Hester - Asia Region 
Rev. Jonathan Anderson – Panama  Pastor Carl & Chenhsi Li Hanson and Family – Korea 
Rev. James and Angela Sharp – Puerto Rico Zachary Turley – Japan  
Eddy & Jamie Bynum – Spain 

Our Savior Prayer Chain Co-Captains 
Doris: 402-350-3022, Shelly: 263-4376  

 

Bethlehem Prayer Chain Co-Captains 
Julie: 269-7715, Sue: 263-9613 

JUNE THY STRONG WORD 
Tune in Monday through Saturday, 6:25 a.m. KDSN (104.9 FM) 3–4-minute devotions sponsored by the local LCMS congregations. 

 

June 1st—June 6th     Rev. Ted Torreson    Christ LC, Denison 
June 8th—June 13th    Rev. Jeffrey Wade    Zion LC, Denison 
June 15th—June 20th    Rev. Merle Mahnken    Immanuel LC, Schleswig  
June 22nd—June 27th    Rev. Chad Trunkhill   Our Savior & Bethlehem 
June 29th—July 4th    Rev. Richard Merrill   Multi-Point, Charter Oak 

 

To financially support these broadcasts, please send donations to Our Savior and earmark for “Thy Strong Word.” 

Directory Update 
We have been working on the directory, and there is a current list on the table in the  

narthex. We need your help! 
• Do you know anything about people who we do not have address for? 

• Do you know of any names on the list who are worshipping somewhere else? 
• Do you have recommendations of people who can serve on a committee to update 

these lists to recommended people for removal? 
Thank you for your help! Please contact the office with any questions! 

JULY THY STRONG WORD 
Tune in Monday through Saturday, 6:25 a.m. KDSN (104.9 FM) 3–4-minute devotions sponsored by the local LCMS congregations. 

 

July 6th—July 11th     Rev. Nathan Peitsch   St. Paul LC, Ute 
July 13th—July 18th    Rev. Ted Torreson    Christ LC, Denison 
July 20th—July 25th    Rev. Jeffrey Wade     Zion LC, Denison 
July 27th—August 1st    Rev. Merle Mahnken   Immanuel LC, Schleswig  

 

To financially support these broadcasts, please send donations to Our Savior and earmark for “Thy Strong Word.” 
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Happening in June & July 

June 21st 

Basement Kitchen  
Renovations 

Beginning June 14th, the Fellowship Hall  

kitchen will be under construction to  

prepare for the dishwasher installation at the 

beginning of July. There will be no sinks  

available in the kitchen downstairs, and it will 

be a bit of a mess for the next several weeks. 

Please plan accordingly. Thank you for your 

patience as we make this improvement. 

VBS Decor Sunday Fun Days 

Starting June 14th and for the rest of 

the month, after church we will be 

starting to work on VBS decorations. 

We will meet for an hour and start put-

ting together VBS Decor. Whether you 

are super artistic or don't have an  

artistic bone in your body, we need 

your help! Projects will include  

everything from cutting things out and 

putting them on cardboard to  

painting or building. 
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ADULT BIBLE STUDIES  
Everyone is Welcome!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAYS 
10:15 am Our Savior Bible Study  

 

THURSDAYS 
9:45 am Bible Study @ Our Savior 

 

Bethlehem Bible Study & Sunday School will be taking a break for the summer! 
These classes will resume after Labor Day! 

Temporary Aid Program (T.A.P.) 
Collection at Our Savior in July 

Our Savior will contribute to the Crawford County  
Temporary Aid Program (T.A.P.) during the month of July. 
They depend on regular contributions of basic food items 
and personal care items. A table has been set up in the  
Narthex for donations to the Temporary Aid Program. The  
following food items are especially welcome: sugar, flour, 
soups, crackers, cooking oil, tuna, canned tomatoes,  
tomato juice, macaroni, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, 
hamburger helper, tuna helper, complete pancake mix and 
syrup, laundry soap, dish soap, and personal hygiene 
products. Cash donations are also very helpful as they  
enable us to buy in quantity and take advantage of sales.  
Donations can be sent to Temporary Aid Program, P.O. 
Box 121, Denison, IA 51442. T.A.P. is located at 210 South 
25th Street, phone#: 712-263-3538. It is open and staffed 
by volunteers on Monday and Thursday from 9:00 am to 
12:00 noon. At other times, please call West Central  
Community Action: 712-263-3538. 

Bethlehem Food Drive for Dunlap 
Food Pantry 

Starting in June, Bethlehem will begin  
collecting items for the Dunlap Food 
Pantry. Items they are looking for  
include rice, cereal, hamburger  
helper, soup, spaghetti sauce, ramen 
noodles (beef & chicken), flour, sugar, 
shampoo, toilet paper, dish soap, bar 
soap, toothpaste. They don’t take  
paper towels, and currently have 

plenty canned fruit and vegetables.  
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Flyers to Share 

Celebration for Pastor Mahnken 
Please join us Sunday, June 28, 2026, as we celebrate Pastor 
Mahnken’s 35 years in the ministry. We will be having a  
free-will luncheon catered by Staley’s at noon in our  
Fellowship Hall. Please RSVP by June 25 to the Immanuel 
Church Office 712-676-2235 if you plan to join us for the meal 
so we can give the caterer an accurate count. 
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2026 Confirmands 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Gods Blessings to all the 2026 Confirmands! 
Harrison Fink, Paisley Gillmor, Autumn Hansman,  
Addyson Knickman, Mason Koenig, Raegan Lambert,  

William Swanson, Landyn Wiese 
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Our Savior Lutheran Church 
500 N 24th Street 
Denison, Iowa 51442 
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