
“Great Expectations”

James 1.1-8



“God let me down…

…so I left God.
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Book of James
•Author: 1 James, a servant of God and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ: 

•Jesus’ half-brother

•James’ story: Acts 15 & 21 
•Leader of Jerusalem church for 20 years

•Faced poverty & persecution

•Murdered for His witness to Jesus 
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Book of James
•Audience: 1 …To the twelve tribes 
dispersed abroad. Greetings.
•Perhaps scattered Christians post-Stephen 
being martyred (Acts 8)

•Purpose: summary of wise living
•Remix of Sermon on Mount & Proverbs
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How do we pass the test of life’s trials?
•A) We must reframe our perspective on the purpose of 
life and the path required to get there (vs 2-4)

•Reframe #1: We will face many kinds of trials

•John 16.33 You will have suffering in this world.

•John 15.20 If they persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you.

•2 Timothy 3.12 In fact, all who want to live a 
godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.



20 And the one sown on rocky 

ground—this is one who hears 

the word and immediately 

receives it with joy. 
21 But he has no root and is 

short-lived. When distress or 

persecution comes because of 

the word, immediately he 

falls away.

Matthew 13
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•James 1.4

•…so that you may be mature and complete, 
lacking nothing.

•Mature: becoming like Jesus
•A completely integrated life = our actions are 
always consistent with our beliefs and values
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•Reframe #2: Our trials have a good purpose

•James 1

•2 Consider it a great joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you experience various trials, 

•3 because you know that the testing of your faith



6 You rejoice in this, even though 

now for a short time, if 

necessary, you suffer grief in 

various trials 7 so that the proven 

character of your faith—more 

valuable than gold which, 

though perishable, is refined by 

fire—may result in praise, glory, 

 and honor at the 

 revelation of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1
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How do we pass the test of life’s trials?
•A) We must reframe our perspective on the purpose of 
life and the path required to get there (vs 2-4)

•Reframe #2: Our trials have a good purpose

•James 1.4

•And let endurance have its full effect, so that 
you may be mature and complete, lacking 
nothing.
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Joy = a calm delight

keeping our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. 

For the joy that lay before him, he endured the cross, despising 

the shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 12.2
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•A) We must reframe our perspective on the purpose of 
life and the path required to get there (vs 2-4)

•Reframe #3: We will consider our trials a great joy

•A lifestyle that joyfully endures testing requires 
a radically God-centered perspective (James 1.1)

•Trials are joy when God is our goal
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God doesn’t prevent suffering,

but He does redeem it. ALL of it. 
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•But let him ask in faith without doubting.
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•B) We must seek wisdom from once source alone (vs 5-8)

•What is wisdom?

•The wisdom God promises to give is not all the 
information on the planet, but the ability to know 
how to live well regardless of my circumstances
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9 We are asking that you may be filled with the 

knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 

understanding, 
10 so that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully 

pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and 

growing in the knowledge of God, 
11 being strengthened with all power, according to his 

glorious might, so that you may have great endurance 

and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father…

Paul’s Prayer: Colossians 1
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•B) We must seek wisdom from once source alone (vs 5-8)

•James 1

•5 Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask 
God… it will be given to him. 

•6 But let him ask in faith without doubting.

•Doubt: “making up one’s mind between 
alternatives”
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you are in Christ Jesus, 

who became wisdom from God for us
1 Corinthians 1.30



the testimony of James


