
“Faith Works”

James 2.14-26
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You see that a person is justified by 

works and not by faith alone. 

James 2.24
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and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
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For you are saved by grace through faith, and this 

is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift— not from 

works, so that no one can boast.  Ephesians 2.8-9 (CSB)
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•James 2.14 (CSB: Christian Standard Bible)

•Scenario: someone claiming to have faith, 
but showing no works 

•Question 1: “What good is it?”

•Question 2: “Can such faith save him?”
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•What is saving faith? Four examples:
•1) A Christian sibling without clothes or daily food (vs 15-17)

•2) A believing, yet shuddering demon (vs 18-20)

•3) Abraham, the friend of God (vs 21-24)

•4) Rahab, who welcomed Joshua’s spies (vs 24-25)

• Each ends with a summary lesson (vs 17, 20, 24, 26) 

• First two are negative (what faith is not) 

• Last two are positive (what faith is) 

• First and last: faith in relation to others 

•Middle two: faith in relation to God 
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•A) In relationship to others (vs 15-17, 25-26)

•James’ summary: vs 17 & 26

•Cannot be a living human without body AND spirit 

•No body = not human

•No spirit = dead human

•Cannot have “living faith” without faith AND works

•No faith = works don’t please God (Hebrews 11.6)

•No works = faith is dead, useless, unproductive 



1. How Faith Really Works (James 2.14-26)

•James 2.14 (CSB: Christian Standard Bible)

•Faith in our hearts is evident in the fruit 
of our lives = personal sacrifice, willing 
to risk for the good of others 



How might the Lord 

be calling you to 

sacrificially help 

a neighbor in need, 

this week? 
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•B) In relationship to God (vs 18-24)

•18 But someone will say, 
“You have faith, and I have works.”
•Spiritual gift of faith (1 Corinthians 12.9)

•Spiritual gifts of mercy/service (Romans 12.6-9)

•James isn’t talking about a special gift 
some possess; rather a general gift of faith 
all Christians have 
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Believing in one God ≠ peace with God or love for God

4 “Listen, Israel: The LORD our 

God, the LORD is one. 
5 Love the LORD your God 

with all your heart, with all 

your soul, and with all your 

strength.

Deuteronomy 6
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•B) In relationship to God (vs 18-24)

•Abraham: “father of all who believe” (Romans 4.11)

•21 Wasn’t Abraham our father justified by 
works in offering Isaac his son on the altar?

•Vs 21-23
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•B) In relationship to God (vs 18-24)

•Vs 23: Abraham = 75 years old (Genesis 15.6)

•25 years later, Isaac born (Abe = 100)

•God specifically names Isaac heir (Genesis 17.19, 21.12)

•How can we be certain Abraham learned to trust God?

•Genesis 22.5 Then Abraham said to his young men, 
“Stay here with the donkey. The boy and I will go over 
there to worship; then we’ll come back to you.”
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•B) In relationship to God (vs 18-24)

•Vs 23: Abraham = 75 years old (Genesis 15.6)

•25 years later, Isaac born (Abe = 100)

•God specifically names Isaac heir (Genesis 17.19, 21.12)

•How can we be certain Abraham learned to trust God?

•Hebrews 11 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac. 

He received the promises and yet he was offering his one and only son, 18 the 
one to whom it had been said, Your offspring will be traced through Isaac. 

• 19 He considered God to be able even to raise someone from the dead; 
therefore, he received him back, figuratively speaking.
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•B) In relationship to God (vs 18-24)

•Goal of Christian life = to become like Jesus 
• To know Him, to be with Him, to be in right relationship with Him (John 17.3)

•James 1

•2 Consider it a great joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you experience various trials, 3 because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 
4 And let endurance have its full effect, so that you may 
be mature and complete, lacking nothing.
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•B) In relationship to God (vs 18-24)

•Goal of Christian life = to become like Jesus 
• To know Him, to be with Him, to be in right relationship with Him (John 17.3)

•James 2

• 21 Wasn’t Abraham our father justified by works in offering Isaac his 
son on the altar? 22 You see that faith was active together with his 
works, and by works, faith was made complete, 23 and the 
Scripture was fulfilled that says, Abraham believed God, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness, and he was called God’s friend.
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2. What the heart of faith really is
•Summary of James’ four summary statements: (vs 27, 20, 24, 26)

•Faith without works is dead & useless. 

•So what is real, living, saving faith? 

•“The life of faith is more than a private (long 
past) transaction of the heart of God. It is the 
life of active consecration seen in the 
obedience which holds nothing back from 
God, and the concern which holds nothing 
back from human need.” (J. Alec Motyer)
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Faith is trusting the heart of God, 

and as an expression of love,

obediently surrendering to His will

Hebrews 11: By faith… they worked!

6 Now without faith it is impossible to please God, 

since the one who draws near to him must believe 

that he exists 

and that he rewards those who seek him.
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Abraham obeyed a specific command from God



2. What the heart of faith really is
•Wait, but what happens when I don’t obey? 



2. What the heart of faith really is
•Wait, but what happens when I don’t obey? 

•How many good works do I have to do to prove 
I trust Him, so I can know I’m saved?



2. What the heart of faith really is
•Wait, but what happens when I don’t obey? 

•How many good works do I have to do to prove 
I trust Him, so I can know I’m saved?

•Romans 4



2. What the heart of faith really is
•Wait, but what happens when I don’t obey? 

•How many good works do I have to do to prove 
I trust Him, so I can know I’m saved?

•Romans 4

• 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body to be 
already dead (since he was about a hundred years old) and also the 
deadness of Sarah’s womb. 



2. What the heart of faith really is
•Wait, but what happens when I don’t obey? 

•How many good works do I have to do to prove 
I trust Him, so I can know I’m saved?

•Romans 4

• 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body to be 
already dead (since he was about a hundred years old) and also the 
deadness of Sarah’s womb. 

• 20 He did not waver in unbelief at God’s promise but was strengthened 
in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 because he was fully convinced 
that what God had promised, he was also able to do.  
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2. What the heart of faith really is
•Wait, but what happens when I don’t obey? 

•How many good works do I have to do to prove 
I trust Him, so I can know I’m saved?

•Faithfulness ≠ perfection

•We don’t have faith in faith…

•…we have faith in an object



The object of saving faith = Jesus 



The object of saving faith = Jesus 



The object of saving faith = Jesus 



The object of saving faith = Jesus 



Gospel ≠ works before faith (to get saved)



Gospel ≠ works before faith (to get saved)
Gospel = faith producing works



Gospel ≠ works before faith (to get saved)
Gospel = faith producing works

Love: willing the other’s good, 

no matter the cost to myself
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I am sure of this, that he who started a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.

Philippians 1.6

8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you will be blameless in the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful; you were called by him into fellowship 

with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 1

24 Now to him who is able to protect you from stumbling and to make you stand in 

the presence of his glory, without blemish and with great joy, 
25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 

power, and authority before all time, now and forever. Amen.

Jude


