
Isaiah 52:13-53:12

“Crushed for Us”



Key Question in Isaiah: 

“How can sinful Israel become servant Israel?” 
 – John N Oswalt
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•A righteous king to rule over them



For God’s people to flourish…

  they will need a substitute. 
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Philippians 2:5-11 J-Curve

Equality w/ God 
(vs. 5a)

“emptied himself,” “form of a servant,” 
“humbled himself to death” (5b-8)

“God highly exalted 
him” (vs. 9)



1) The Servant’s Shocking Success (52:13-15)

• The Servant’s humiliation and exaltation feel 
incompatible.

• Yet they reveal just how deep Jesus would descend to 
save his people.
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• The Servant’s sorrows are not just remarkable, 
they are repulsive. 

“He came to his own, 
and his own people 
did not receive him.”
 - John 1:11
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•Shift from “he” to “we”
•Verse 3 does not merely describe Jesus’ 

suffering- it is an invitation to confess our own 
dismissal of him. 
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Day of  Atonement  



[Aaron] shall bring forward 
the live goat. 21 He is to lay 
both hands on the head of the 
live goat and confess over it 
all the wickedness and 
rebellion of the Israelites—all 
their sins—and put them on 
the goat’s head. He shall 
send the goat away into the 
wilderness in the care of 
someone appointed for the 
task. 22 The goat will carry on 
itself all their sins to a remote 
place; and the man shall 
release it in the wilderness.
 - Leviticus 16:20-22

Day of  Atonement  



3) The Servant’s Substitution for Us (53:4-9)

• Jesus’ substitution is thorough. 
• He absorbs both sickness and sin while dispensing full 

“shalom.”

• Jesus’ substitution is solitary.
• One “cut off” for the many.
• Our sin was imputed (credited) to the Servant as though it 

was his own. 



...EVEN AS THE SON OF MAN CAME NOT TO BE SERVED BUT TO SERVE, AND

TO GIVE HI
S LIFE AS A

RansomFOR MAN
Y.

MATTHEW 20:28



FOR OUR SAKE

HE MADE HIM TO BE

SIN
WHO KNEW

NO SIN

so that in him we might become

the righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5:21
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•“It was the Lord’s will to crush him severely” 
  - Is this divine cruelty?  
• “will/pleasure” → 2x’s in vs. 10. 
• Two levels of God’s will. 

•God’s ultimate will: the servant’s resurrection 
reward in those he declares righteous.



4) The Servant’s Satisfaction in Us (53:10-12)

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present 
time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 
faith in Jesus.
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