
Welcome to LOC’s Weekly E-News 
 ENews for the 22nd Sunday after Pentecost, October 18, 2026
 

Trusting in The Image We Bear
 

There is nothing like trying to trap someone in their own words. The Pharisees are trying to trap Jesus
with an age-old question about taxes. The Pharisees begin their entrapment by, well, offering him some

compliments of all things! 
 

The religious leaders try to trap Jesus by asking whether it is lawful to pay taxes to the Roman emperor.
Jesus asks to see a coin bearing Caesar’s image and responds, “Give therefore to the emperor the

things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”

 Rather than falling into their trap, Jesus turns the question toward a deeper truth: while coins may bear
Caesar’s image, human beings bear the image of God. Our lives ultimately belong to God, calling us to

consider how our faith shapes our responsibilities, loyalties, and daily lives.
 



Reformation Sunday is October 25. As a major day in the life of the Lutheran Church, we are
encouraged to wear RED. 

Key Reasons for Wearing Red:
 

• The Holy Spirit: Red is the liturgical color for Pentecost (representing the tongues of fire).
Wearing it on Reformation Sunday reminds believers that the same Spirit who guided the apostles

also empowered Martin Luther and other reformers to renew the Church.
• Witness of Martyrs: Red traditionally symbolizes the blood shed for the Gospel. It honors those

who suffered and died for their faith during and after the Reformation era.
• Zeal and Boldness: The color visually expresses the fiery passion, courage, and steadfastness

required to stand up for biblical truth and grace.
• Church Unity: Wearing red clothing, paraments, or stoles creates a visible expression of

community, celebration, and shared faith across the congregation
 
 

Adult Study, Wednesday evenings, starting at 6:00PM in the
Fellowship Hall

It's no accident that America is home to a wide range of religious
expressions. Immigrants brought their faith with them from around the

globe and established churches and denominations. But the most
unique quality of American religious life is the innovation and

experimentation that takes place here. This makes this country a free
marketplace for faith.

 
This series documents the eternal argument about the relationship

between the church and civil authority. The country's founders, seeing
the intolerance of the early immigrants, wisely sought to create a

republic where faith could be practiced freely but where a theocracy
would be avoided.

 



Lutheran Disaster Response provides partnership support

http://www.elca.org/how-we-serve/relief-and-development/lutheran-disaster-response

• Texas Severe Flooding: Heavy rains and flash floods are prompting states of emergency and
sandbag distributions across cities like Dallas and Fort Worth.

• Hawaii Tropical Storm Nolo: An active emergency declaration has been in place since late
September 2026.

• Wildfires in the West/South: Active Fire Management Assistance declarations include the
Bunker Fire in Arkansas and the Hydra Fire in Texas.

• Recent Severe Storms: Major disaster declarations were recently finalized for severe storms
and tornadoes in Ohio, North Dakota, and Kentucky.



Blood Drive
Sunday, October 25th—7:30 to 11:00 am

Located next to Columbarium in South Parking Lot
 

Please sign up to donate blood! You can click on the link below or go to our
 website (loveofchristchurch.net) and click on the events button to sign up.

 If you have any questions, you can contact Dianne Oien at 
dianneoien@loclc.org. Because of you, life doesn’t stop – Thanks for signing up to donate!

 On Site Donor Self-Scheduling Link: Click Here to schedule your life-saving donation today.
 Donor Eligibility Link: https://vitalant.org/blood-donation-requirements 

Donor Eligibility Phone: 877-258-4825

Donor Preparation: • #1 deferral for women is low iron. Women begin eating iron rich foods.
• Begin drinking lots of water – hydrate, hydrate, hydrate!

• Eat prior to donation (no fasting)
• Bring Photo ID reflecting first and last names 

• Visit restroom prior to beginning the donation process
• Donors may take their health history the day of donations – see below.

Fast Track Health History Questionnaire Link: https://www.vitalant.org/health
 
 

Fall Festival—Save the Date! 
Friday, October 23rd - 5PM to 7PM– In Front of the Sanctuary (Parking Lot)

It’s time to come together for the Fall Festival! Spend an evening of fun, fellowship, and food! Don’t miss
this opportunity to see kids excited to do Trunk or Treat, Arizona Rick the balloon guy, play a game of

corn hole and fall crafts. NEW this year, an Inflatable Obstacle Course! Don’t forget about the FREE hot
dogs! Also bring your car for Trunk or Treat…

If you would like to donate some chips or candy, it would be appreciated. Contact Dianne Oien at
dianneoien@loclc.org or Patti DeLaney at pattidelaney03@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 



Our 40th Anniversary $40,000 Mission Challenge Appeal to support Crossroads Lutheran Church in
San Tan Valley and First Evangelical Lutheran in Mesa stands at $34,950. Can we reach our goal by

the year’s end? Thank you for considering a gift to support mission partners.
 

Free CONSUMER HELP EVENT
Tempe Town Lake on Oct. 20th 5PM-7PM

For more information:
https://www.abc15.com/news/let-abc15-know/on-the-road-with-let-abc15-know-celebrates-10-years-of-
free-consumer-help-at-tempe-marketplace

 

This fall, the Let ABC15 Know team will celebrate 10
years of bringing free consumer help to the community
through its annual "On the Road" event at Tempe
Marketplace. This runs from 5 to 7 p.m. at the District
Stage, located in the middle of the main shopping center
next to Dave & Buster's.

Book Nook News
 
The Book Nook is looking for donations of new or used books that you
no longer need or want to save. Our book supply has not been
replenished for a while, and we are looking for books that would be of
interest to people shopping in the Book Nook on Sunday mornings. We
are especially looking for novels, nonfiction books, and books of a
religious/spiritual nature published within the last 10 years which would
be from 2016-2026. If you have any to donate, please drop them off at
the Book Nook on Sunday morning or they can be dropped off in the
church office during weekdays. Barb and I thank you in advance.
Penny Day
 



2027 Financial Stewardship Theme takes us from Living Generously and Loving Boldly to Give
Freely and Joyfully. 

Every member household will be receiving 2027 Financial Commitment Cards in November to
prayerfully consider how the mission and ministry of Love of Christ may be supported in the coming

new year. 
The leadership is grateful for all who intentionally plan for their giving in the coming year!

Generosity is an act of worship and participation in God’s care for the world. Paul urges giving that
is deliberate and glad—not coerced or guilt-driven.

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not regretfully or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver.” — 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NRSVUE)



Continuing the Love of Christ
Endowment News

Recently a spouse of a member of Love of Christ called to inform us of his spouse’s death. They had
relocated back to the Chicago area to be closer to extended family and friends, as the spouse was
undergoing treatment for a reoccurrence of an aggressive form of cancer. Prior to her death, she 

informed her husband she wanted to give Love of Christ a gift of $5,000 to continue the support of this
community where she had been able to participate and serve while they lived in Mesa. We have a policy
in place which directs any unrestricted or undesignated gifts over $1,000 like this one, be directed to our

Endowment Fund.
 Though $5,000 may not seem huge to some, by adding it to our current Endowment Fund, we will have

a growing fund to support ministry long into the future. 
To learn more about this Fund: https://loveofchristchurch.net/endowment



Please join us in upcoming Sleep in Heavenly Peace bed deliveries….

Kids without beds….This is a need in many communities that I was not even aware existed—it is
something most of us have not experienced and were not even aware of the need.
But Sleep in Heavenly Peace here in Phoenix has been hard at work to make sure that “No Kid
Sleeps on the Floor in Our Town!” and has delivered over 11,000 beds in the valley in the last 7
years.
There is nothing quite like seeing the joy of a child who is receiving a bed, complete with mattress,
pillow, bedding, stuffed toy and book. Come and experience this for yourself and help give a child a
safe place to sleep and call their own.
We help deliver beds on the 3rd Saturday of the month from the East Valley hub located at St Luke
Lutheran Church in Mesa. It’s a half day of your time, with a fun group of folks committed to
making children in our community a priority. It’s easy to bring the beds and assemble them and
make them up with handmade quilts, fleece blankets, sheets and stuffies - all tools are provided
and there is easy hands-on instruction for beginners. We are also so grateful for the many donors
of blankets, sheets, stuffies and books.

If you would like to get involved, text or call JoAnn Grant at 571-334-5028 

 



Our Traditional 7:50 and 10:30 Liturgy in the Sanctuary moves to Marty
Haugen’s “Now the Feast and Celebration” for the last half of the

Pentecost Season. 
 

Music Notes....

Please contact Jung Lee at: jungmusic@loclc.org for how you can be
involved with the music program. 

Choir practice on Thursdays, 6PM to 8PM in Sanctuary. 
With gratitude and excitement,

 Jung Lee
 

 Calling All Bakers
Cookie Ministry is looking for people who like to bake. The Cookie Ministry
is part of the Faith in Action programs at Love of Christ. This ministry
makes cookies for our various events that are held here on our campus and
beyond our campus. If you are interested in baking cookies for this ministry,
please contact: Eunice Ketterling at ketts14az@gmail.com
 

 Community Garden News

Think about trying out a garden in the fall. We are all learning new
things and getting to know new people in the fresh air. 

 
Contact Nancy. Dntoll74@gmail.com

 

Naomi Circle will meet on: November 9th, at 1PM in the Fellowship Hall.
All women are welcome—invite your friends!

 



Monday Men’s Bible Study on 2nd Corinthians at 6:30-7:30AM in the Leadership
Room. Men of all ages are welcome to participate.

 

Online Video introductions provided by our pastors of Sunday Lectionary readings are offered
each week. They may be found on Facebook, YouTube or loveofchristchurch.net 

 

Monday Morning Bible Study in the Leadership Room 
Coffee Fellowship at 10:30AM, Bible Study at 11AM

 

Prayer Share Care Women’s Bible Study

All women are invited to a weekly Bible study group called Prayer Share Care.
This group meets on Thursday afternoons at 1:00 PM in the Leadership Room.

Please contact Ruth Leonard or Margrit Aeschbach at the following emails for more information:
Margrit: mswiss43@gmail.com and Ruth: rutholeonard@icloud.com 

 



Youth will be meeting on Sundays for Sunday Morning Hangout from 10:00am to 12:00pm

Contact Mason Weatherly at: masonw@loclc.org

 
 
 

Confirmation 

Confirmation will meet on Wed. October 21st, from 6:00-7:00 pm
 
 

Grades 4,5, and 6 will meet on Sunday, October 18th, 3:30-5:00 pm. Please contact:                       

Laura Ontiveros (laurakuegemann@gmail.com) for more information.
 



Sunday School has begun! Sunday School is offered for ages pre-K-6th grade. Sunday School
takes place in the Godly Playroom. Children come to church with their parents and are dismissed
for Sunday School after the Children’s Message. They return to worship during Communion. For
families that attend 10:30 church, Sunday School is offered at 10:00 -10:25 in the Godly
Playroom. For any questions, please contact Pastor Nanette at: nanette@loclc.org

Children and Youth Ministry Fall Overview for 2026-Save the Dates!

Children’s Musical Rehearsal every Wednesday at 6:00 pm-Light dinner at 5:30pm for everyone
 
Grades 4,5,6 meet Sunday, October 18th, 3:30-5:00 pm in the CoC

Sunday School: Every Sunday in Godly Play Room

Youth Sunday Hangout: 10:00 in the Youth Room 

Confirmation: Every Wednesday (6:00-7:00)
 

Service Opportunities-Save the Date! 

October: Fall Festival October 23rd, 5:00-7:00 pm
November: Feed My Starving Children: Nov. 5,6, and 7th, Gift cards for food banks to purchase
turkeys and canned food donations
December: Gifts for kids, Reverse Advent Boxes, and Family Promise

Ongoing Donations: 
Shelf stable food for Victory Food Bank and First Evangelical Food Bank 
Sleep In Heavenly Peace: Twin Bed Sheets



Feed My Starving Children, October’s Ministry of the Month

Feed My Starving Children mobile packing event has a long history at Love of Christ. Over two
million meals have been packed for children who are hungry and need nourishment. Not only has

this event fed hungry children, it has also been an opportunity to open our doors to our
neighborhood and given local high schools, boy scouts, girl scouts, and other organizations an

opportunity to serve and love our neighbors, both near and far. Needless to say that this packing
event has made an impact on many lives.

We have been very fortunate in our past that we have had some very generous donors who have
sponsored this event. However, if we go back to the beginnings of this event, it was completely

sponsored by the LoC congregation as well as donations from the participants. We hope that you
will consider offering your support for this ministry through prayer, inviting friends, neighbors,

organizations, and through donations. 

The November event begins on Thursday, Nov. 5,and continues Nov. 6 and 7. 
To sign up through our website, click on the link below:

https://www.fmsc.org/volunteer-listing/?mobilepack=2611-146TE The event code is Hope26

To learn more about the mobile packing events, click on the link below.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPWlQ7MdQmk

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Faith in Action Team would like to welcome Jim Melzer. He is the new Love Of Christ
Lutheran Advocacy Ministry (LAMA) liaison and will soon be sharing with us the group's

thoughts on the 2026 Arizona Ballot Propositions. You can reach Jim at jmelzer@comcast.net 
 

What does our Lutheran faith have to do with government, 
elections, public policy and political participation? 

 
The Lutheran Advocacy Ministry of Arizona (LAMA) is a ministry of the ELCA and the Grand

Canyon Synod. Love of Christ has been a faithful LAMA supporter, and the group reminds us
that Christians are called to take responsibility for the good of all through civic participation. 
As midterm elections draw near, Arizona voters are being asked to vote on ballot measures

that can change state law or amend the Arizona Constitution. These measures may look short
on the ballot, but their effects can be long-lasting. Some are technical. Some are

controversial. Some sound simple but include details that matter deeply for our neighbors,
schools, communities and public life.

That’s why LAMA has prepared a 2026 Arizona Proposition Voter Guide. To be clear, this is
only a guide to Arizona ballot propositions, not candidates. Click on the link below to find a

simple explanation of each proposition, a LAMA voting recommendation and a detailed
statement on the LAMA position on each proposition.

https://lamaz.org/news-blog/introducing-lamas-2026-voter-guide
If you’d like to be more engaged in our LAMA efforts, please contact our liason person, Jim

Melzer at jmelzer@comcast.net. 
 
 
 



Women's Monthly Bible Study will meet again on Wednesday, November 4th from 4:30-5:30 pm
in Fellowship hall. The study will be on Ephesians.

No homework. One hour. Enjoy great discussions. All are welcome. 
Barb Talmage and Pastor Nanette

 Next Dates: Dec 2, Jan 6, Feb 3, No March (lent) and April 7th.
 

Young Adults will meet again on October 18th at 12:00 in the CoC.
Come ready to share ideas! 

 If you have questions, please contact Pastor Nanette at: nanette@loclc.org



Questions? Contact Jan Barnett at: barnett105@gmail.com
· 2 Methods of finishing the edges of the blankets
· Sewing around the edges
· Crocheting around the edges
· Both methods start the same
 
Lay Fabric on a table, trim off the Salvage edges of the fleece;
 Sewing around the edges
 Fold ¾ to 1 inch around the edge;
 Pin the folded edges all around the edge;
 Choose a decorative stitch on sewing machine and start sewing
 If your machine only does Zig Zag, that is great also.
 

BLANKETS FOR KIDS!!! 
 

· Optional--Baste 3/8 to ½ inch of fold around the edge of the fleece with a needle and thread
(Optional)

 OR

· Just fold the fabric over about 3/8 to 1/2 an inch and cut very small slits in the fold;
· Slits should be no more than ¼ of an inch in length and around ½ to 5/8 inch from the each other
 
· If you basted around the edge
· Remove the basting from the fleece
· If you have a rotary cutter, you can purchase wheels that will cut the slits in the fleece material the
same distance and the slit created is large enough to slip the crochet hook through. Then follow the
remaining directions.
· If you just folded and cut the slits;
Start crocheting around the edge. (I start 6 or 7 inches from the corner of the fleece to make turning
the first corner easier.)
1. Start by creating a slipknot. 
2. Insert the crochet hook through a slit in the fleece and pull the loop of the slip knot through;
3. Chain 3 times (create a chain by yarning over the hook and pulling it back through the initial loop.);
chain only 2 times if you have used the rotary cutter;
4. Push the crochet hook through the slit next to the one just used (back to front) and pull a loop back
through the slit. (You will have 2 loops on the crochet hook.)
5. With the 2 loops still on the hook, yarn over the hook and pull through both loops. Now chain 2 more
times.
6. Proceed around the fleece using steps 4 and 5.
7. To turn a corner, follow steps 4 and 5, but insert the hook again in the same slit and do 1 chain and
then insert the hook again and perform steps 4 and 5, Then you should be on a new side of the
blanket and proceed following steps 4 and 5
There is an additional set of slides which have instructions on how to start crocheting. If you do not
need those instructions, ignore.
 



Scripture Lesson
A Brief Look at Isaiah 45:1-7

with Pastor Nanette Christofferson
(12 min)

 

YouTube: https://youtu.be/N8wZgLtpeBo
Facebook: https://facebook.com/reel/1766070571124275/

Website: https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/media/series/7vjwfnk/bible-lessons
 

Scripture Lesson
A Brief Look at Matthew 22:15-22

with Pastor Nanette Christofferson
(10 min)

YouTube: https://youtu.be/KPlQ62Qm9dk
Facebook: https://facebook.com/reel/3263360977446388/

Website: https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/media/series/7vjwfnk/bible-lessons



Sunday, October 18th, 2026, 7:50, 9 and 10:30am
 
 some on 

 Pastor Nanette Christofferson “Trusting in The Image We Bear”

Isaiah 45:1-7

45 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,
 whose right hand I have grasped
 to subdue nations before him
 and to strip kings of their robes,
 to open doors before him—
 and the gates shall not be closed:
 2 I will go before you
 and level the mountains;[a]
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
 and cut through the bars of iron;
 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness
 and riches hidden in secret places,
 so that you may know that it is I, the Lord,
 the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob
 and Israel my chosen,
 I call you by your name;
 I give you a title, though you do not know me.
 5 I am the Lord, and there is no other;
 besides me there is no god.
 I arm you, though you do not know me,
 6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
 and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
 I am the Lord, and there is no other.
 7 I form light and create darkness,
 I make weal and create woe;
 I the Lord do all these things.

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.
2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and
mention you in our prayers, constantly 3 remembering
before our God and Father your work of faith and
labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, 

brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has
chosen you, 5 because our message of the
gospel came to you not in word only but also in
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction; just as you know what kind of persons
we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And
you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in
spite of persecution you received the word with
joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in
Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded
forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia
but in every place your faith in God has become
known, so that we have no need to speak about it.
9 For they report about us what kind of welcome
we had among you and how you turned to God
from idols to serve a living and true God 10 and to
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised
from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the
coming wrath.

Matthew 22:15-22

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap
him in what he said. 16 So they sent their
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying,
“Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and
teach the way of God in accordance with truth,
and show deference to no one, for you do not
regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what
you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or
not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said,
“Why are you putting me to the test, you
hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the
tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he
said to them, “Whose head is this and whose
title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he
said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things
that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are
God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were
amazed, and they left him and went away.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2045%3A%201-7&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-18564a
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	We have been very fortunate in our past that we have had some very generous donors who have sponsored this event. However, if we go back to the beginnings of this event, it was completely sponsored by the LoC congregation as well as donations from the participants. We hope that you will consider offering your support for this ministry through prayer, inviting friends, neighbors, organizations, and through donations.
	The November event begins on Thursday, Nov. 5,and continues Nov. 6 and 7.
	To sign up through our website, click on the link below:
	https://www.fmsc.org/volunteer-listing/?mobilepack=2611-146TE The event code is Hope26
	To learn more about the mobile packing events, click on the link below. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPWlQ7MdQmk
	The Faith in Action Team would like to welcome Jim Melzer. He is the new Love Of Christ Lutheran Advocacy Ministry (LAMA) liaison and will soon be sharing with us the group's thoughts on the 2026 Arizona Ballot Propositions. You can reach Jim at jmelzer@comcast.net
	What does our Lutheran faith have to do with government,
	elections, public policy and political participation?
	The Lutheran Advocacy Ministry of Arizona (LAMA) is a ministry of the ELCA and the Grand Canyon Synod. Love of Christ has been a faithful LAMA supporter, and the group reminds us that Christians are called to take responsibility for the good of all through civic participation.
	As midterm elections draw near, Arizona voters are being asked to vote on ballot measures that can change state law or amend the Arizona Constitution. These measures may look short on the ballot, but their effects can be long-lasting. Some are technical. Some are controversial. Some sound simple but include details that matter deeply for our neighbors, schools, communities and public life.
	That’s why LAMA has prepared a 2026 Arizona Proposition Voter Guide. To be clear, this is only a guide to Arizona ballot propositions, not candidates. Click on the link below to find a simple explanation of each proposition, a LAMA voting recommendation and a detailed statement on the LAMA position on each proposition.
	https://lamaz.org/news-blog/introducing-lamas-2026-voter-guide
	If you’d like to be more engaged in our LAMA efforts, please contact our liason person, Jim Melzer at jmelzer@comcast.net.
	Women's Monthly Bible Study will meet again on Wednesday, November 4th from 4:30-5:30 pm          in Fellowship hall. The study will be on Ephesians.
	No homework. One hour. Enjoy great discussions. All are welcome.
	Barb Talmage and Pastor Nanette
	Next Dates: Dec 2, Jan 6, Feb 3, No March (lent) and April 7th.
	Young Adults will meet again on October 18th at 12:00 in the CoC.                                Come ready to share ideas!
	If you have questions, please contact Pastor Nanette at: nanette@loclc.org
	BLANKETS FOR KIDS!!!
	OR

	Scripture Lesson
	A Brief Look at Isaiah 45:1-7
	with Pastor Nanette Christofferson
	(12 min)
	YouTube: https://youtu.be/N8wZgLtpeBo
	Facebook: https://facebook.com/reel/1766070571124275/
	Website: https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/media/series/7vjwfnk/bible-lessons
	Scripture Lesson
	A Brief Look at Matthew 22:15-22
	with Pastor Nanette Christofferson
	(10 min)
	YouTube: https://youtu.be/KPlQ62Qm9dk
	Facebook: https://facebook.com/reel/3263360977446388/
	Website: https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/media/series/7vjwfnk/bible-lessons

