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Prayer Focus – Persecution
December, 2021 
[bookmark: _Hlk51751245]The Parable of the Sower is a short story that reveals four kinds of soils or hearts. Mark 4:11 NKJV reveals that you have been granted to know the mystery of how to live in this life by understanding God’s ways of responding to this life. In other words, those who don’t care to understand won’t understand. Yet those who are hungry will seek out the hidden meaning of the parable and understand the secrets to living in God’s kingdom (Proverbs 25:2 TPT), in order to stand against the wiles of the enemy. This is a privilege to know how to respond to the devices of the enemy. The Father didn’t leave us defenseless. He teaches us with the help of the Holy Spirit. Jesus taught another parable confirming the importance of our foundation being built on the Rock; the Word of God. Matthew 7:24-25 NKJV reads; “Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it DID NOT FALL, for it was founded on the rock.” As we seek and obey the Word we will be as the wise man who understands how to respond and not fall. Jesus was challenged on every front (Luke 11:9-13 TPT) to react to what He saw, heard, tasted, touched or smelled yet He didn’t; instead, He responded to the instruction of the Holy Spirit. Let us prepare to have the same response as the King of kings did to affliction, persecution, cares of this world, deceitfulness of riches and lust of other things! The enemy wants nothing less than to bury God’s people but we have been raised up and seated in heavenly places (Ephesians 2:1-7,21-22 NKJV)!  Let’s review the parable in Mark 4:13-17 KJV and what persecution comes for: 

[bookmark: _Hlk86589596] And He said to them, Know ye not this parable? And how then will ye know all parables? The sower soweth the word. And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they are offended. 
[bookmark: _Hlk88879227]												                         The word persecution in the Strong’s Concordance is defined as: to run after with hostile intent, to hunt or pursue; to reduce to a place of submission.  Persecution always involves people whether it is light persecution, such as name calling, being made fun of for your beliefs, weight, height, color, clothes, hair, etc.… or hard persecution such as assault whether spiritually, mentally, physically or economically. The Word once again gives us the solution or response to persecution. A familiar scripture in Matthew 5:44 NKJV says; love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and PRAY for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, “that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. So, when persecution comes, light or hard, our focus cannot be the vessel in which the attack is emanating from, but rather our focus should be LOVE, for God is LOVE (1 John 4:16 NKJV)! Unfortunately, instead of responding in LOVE (prayer, acts of kindness; words or deeds), the universal response of the church seems to be no different than the worlds to persecution and it is “God save me!” or “God punish them”.  Calling on God to punish those who persecute you is a far cry from the love of God. These two declarations concerning persecution is for beginners, and should not be named among the followers of Christ! This reminds us of Stephen’s prayer in Acts 7:60 NKJV, “…Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” Stephen recognized that his persecutors were themselves victims in need of forgiveness as well as individuals responsible for their actions.  Another reference is Jesus on the cross in Luke 23:34 NKJV, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” Such a response takes strength of soul and character and forgiving one’s enemies exemplifies the fruits of the Spirit. As we continue to grow in Christ, we will pray the most dangerous prayer possible. “Father, forgive me as I forgive those who have sinned against me.” This is how Jesus taught His disciples to pray (Luke 11:2-5 TPT). This represents a closer spiritual walk with Jesus like never before! The last response to this evil that transcends all others is: Father, today, glorify Yourself in me. No enemy should be able to stop us from boldly declaring our faith. Persecutors can certainly punish us but if we don’t quit, if we don’t exit the fight by demanding “God save me” and “God punish them,” we will grow in understanding that freedom is not about being free from our enemies, but being FREE from their control or manipulation.

[bookmark: _Hlk86602254]The church is encountering many levels of persecution through our adversary. We encourage you to pray for the enlightenment of their souls so they will be strong in character and integrity and are able to win the war spiritually, emotionally, mentally and physically!
			                                  
Pray and Love,                                                                                                                   
Scott and Jackie

SCRIPTURES as references and those TO PRAY: Mark 4:1-25 TPT; Proverbs 25:2 TPT/NLT; Matthew 7:17-20, 24-27 TPT/NLT; Luke 11:2-5,9-13 TPT; Ephesians 2:1-7,21-22 NKJV; Matthew 5:11-16,39-48 TPT; 1 John 4:16-19 TPT; Acts 7:1-60 NKJV; Luke 23:34-49 NKJV; John 17:1-26 NKJV 
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