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Prayer Focus – The Gift of Prophecy 
July, 2021 
[bookmark: _Hlk51751245]Last month we discussed the last of the Power Gifts, the gifts of healings. We will now begin on the last group of spiritual gifts given to the body of Christ which are called the Gifts of Inspiration. These gifts consist of prophecy, tongues and the interpretation of tongues. We are going to first delve into the gift of prophecy. Once again, our foundational scriptures are in 1 Corinthians 12:4,7 NLT/NKJV;

[bookmark: _Hlk54254231]There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 NKJV; for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.
												                      The Gifts of Inspiration are mainly for the benefit of the Church. They have a three-fold purpose: edification, exhortation, and comfort. The Gifts of Inspiration are described for us in 1 Corinthians 14:3-5 NKJV; But he who prophesies speaks EDIFICATION and EXHORTATION and COMFORT to men. He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophecies EDIFIES THE CHURCH. I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he INTERPRETS, that the church may receive edification. Did you notice what Paul tells the church in verse 5? Paul desires or wishes that every member in the church of Corinth spoke in tongues but EVEN MORE that they prophesy. Now let’s define the words edification, exhortation and comfort using the 1828 Noah Webster dictionary- edification: a building up, in moral and religious sense; instruction; improvement and progress of the mind, in knowledge, in morals, or in faith and holiness. exhortation: the act or practice of exhorting; the act of inciting to laudable deeds; incitement to that which is good or commendable. The form of words intended to incite and encourage. Advice; counsel. comfort: support; consolation under calamity, distress or danger. Let’s bring some more clarity to the gift of prophecy. It is NOT the foretelling of the future. Remember the gift that foretells the future is the gift of the word of wisdom. It’s NOT supernatural guidance. Guidance is not one of the three blessings of prophecy. It’s NOT rebuke, criticism, nor is it preaching. Correction comes through preaching the Word, not from prophecy.  Again, the gift of prophecy is to build up, encourage, and to bring comfort. Jesus told his disciples that these same characteristics were part of the Holy Ghost’s ministry (John 14:16 AMPC), which only makes sense because all nine gifts manifest as a result of His (Holy Ghost) Dunamis power! An example in the New Testament that mentions the gift of prophecy is in Acts 21:8-9 AMPC. On the morrow we left there and came to Caesarea; and we went into the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the Seven [first deacons], and stayed with him (Acts 6:5 TPT).  And he had four daughters who had the gift of prophecy. In the Old Testament we see the manifestation of this Inspirational Gift in the book of Psalms. Look at Psalm 23 NKJV. David is edifying and comforting himself with the gift of prophecy through the vehicle of song. We encourage you to pray and declare this Psalm over yourself and others! In fact, this particular Psalm is not only a manifestation of the gift of prophecy but a word of wisdom concerning the future ministry of Jesus in which He is revealed as our Shepherd. In the previous chapter Psalm 22 NKJV we see a word of wisdom mingled with praise, worship, and the gift of prophecy concerning the trials of David’s life and also revealing the future crucifixion of our Lord Savior, Jesus Christ. In Psalm 24 NKJV, we see the Holy Spirit continue to reveal the ministry of the Son of God as the Lion of the tribe of Judah ruling and reigning at the end of the age. If you recall, we initially stated that the gifts of the Holy Ghost are taught individually so they can be more easily understood, but normally several Gifts can and will be in operation at the same time.                                                                
                                                                         							          Let’s continue to pray that the manifestation of the gifts would be evident throughout the body of Christ. We must faithfully pursue building up, encouraging, and comforting ourselves for this will help the Gifts of Inspiration to FLOW more freely through us. Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially prophecy.

Edify, Exhort and Comfort,                                                                                                                   
Scott and Jackie

SCRIPTURES as references and those TO PRAY: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 NLT/NKJV; 1 Corinthians 14:3-5 NKJV/TPT; John 14:16 AMPC; Acts 21:8-9 AMPC; Acts 6:5 TPT; Psalm 23 NKJV/TPT; Psalms 22 AMPC; Psalm 24 NKJV/TPT; 1 Corinthians 14:1 ESV; Ephesians 1:13-23 TPT; Ephesians 2:1,4-10 TPT; Ephesians 3:14-21 NKJV; Colossians 1:5-6,8-23 TPT; Colossians 3:1-3,10-17 TPT 
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