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Prayer Focus – God given authority
April, 2022 
As we continue to grow in our understanding of what the will of the Lord is and learn to submit to the Head of the church, our prayers will have the ability to produce the desired results! We mentioned last month, many have heard fellow believers talk about spiritual warfare. When we read the Word of God the only spiritual warfare, we see is the war between choosing to obey what the Father has said, or what our mind, will, emotions are saying (2 Corinthians 10:2-6 AMPC)! Jesus completely defeated the principalities and powers of the air (Colossians 2:13-15 AMPC) and He has EMPOWERED us with His Holy Spirit to enforce that notable victory (Ephesians 6:10-12 AMPC)! As we carefully meditate upon, understand and accept Christ’s victory we spread the sweet fragrance of the knowledge of Him into every place (2 Corinthians 2:14 AMPC). Even though our spiritual foes have been defeated we, the church still have to enforce that victory. A good example of this is taking place right before our eyes in Ukraine. Russia has defeated Ukraine for the most part in the Donbas region, but now Russia has to compel obedience through the OCUPPYING army that remains in Donbas. The army of Ukraine will either continue to oppose the subduing Russians or the Russian army will GIVE UP their authority that has already been acquired (Luke 19:13 KJV)! Jesus, through His triumph over the enemy has placed us in authority over the principalities of darkness, but we cannot relinquish the throne. We must enforce that victory!! Ephesians 2:4-6 NKJV reads:

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus,   
												                         Paul in the previous chapter writes an explanation to the church in Ephesus revealing the authority which the body of Christ now possesses since making Jesus their Lord. In Ephesians 1:20-23 NKJV, Paul states, “…He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.… Jesus has taken authority over principalities, powers, might, dominion AND EVERY NAME THAT IS NAMED! That means everything in this realm and every other realm seen or unseen that has a name and does not have FREE WILL is under His rule! Paul goes on to explain that all things have been put under His feet. That is a reference to the CHURCH! We are Christ’s body, which includes the feet. Therefore, all things through the name of Jesus have been put under us as well!  Now in our foundational verse Paul states that Jesus has “…made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus…” In other words, spiritually speaking we are sitting with Jesus’ right beside our heavenly Father, who sits on the throne forevermore (Isaiah 9:6-7 NKJV)! As long as we don’t allow the enemy of our soul to manipulate us into stepping down from this place of authority the spiritual wickedness in heavenly places has to ultimately submit to us along with every other THING!  So, when we pray, we need to know there is NOT a battle for the war is over! Those things, whatever they may be have to obey and there is no need to war in the Spirit as some have suggested. Again, the real spiritual warfare is between your spirit man and your mind, will and emotions. The only thing in this realm you do not have authority over is the FREE WILL of mankind (Genesis 1:26 NKJV) Then God said, “Let Us make man in our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over ALL THE EARTH and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” Notice, when God spoke this over man before the fall, He did not say anything about having dominion over man. When we pray for our fellow man which includes our brothers and sisters, we do not have the ability to change them because they have free will for even the Creator of all things can’t change the will of a man! What we can do through prayer, as we are led by the Holy Spirit is take authority over the spiritual darkness that is blinding our fellow man so they can see clearly and potentially make a God choice. That’s what an OCCUPYING army does. It enforces the victory that has already taken place. The key is being led. Is an individual being blinded, made sick, influenced etc. due to a wicked spirit or something else? You can only know this through the witness of the Holy Ghost through the gift of the Word of Knowledge or the gift of Discerning Spirits. If have not seen or heard what is behind the attack, pray in the Holy Ghost.   

[bookmark: _Hlk86602254]This OCCUPYING army that is seated in heavenly places with Christ Jesus is being prepared to take the place of the principalities and powers. This was made clear to the host of heaven through Paul when he was preaching the Gospel (Ephesians 3:9-11 NLT)! When the angelic host are dispatched forever, the church shall continue its reign with Christ forever (Revelation 5:10 AMPC)!
			                                  
Sit in Heavenly Places,                                                                                                                   
Scott and Jackie
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