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Prayer Focus – God’s Own Handiwork
August, 2022 
Last month’s focus was on the power to overcome any deception through the leading of the Holy Spirit. The Word of God does not necessarily reveal who to marry, when to buy or not to buy a car or a home; how, when and with whom to invest nor which direction to go when traveling, etc., but the Holy Spirit can disclose all these things. The Word covers fundamental rules of action or conduct for all aspects of life for all mankind, but the Holy Ghost is a personal guide to us individually in our own unique situations! Our heavenly Father has the blueprint, design or plan for each one of our lives and He gave us the Holy Spirit as a helper. John 16:13 AMPC says, when He, the Spirit of Truth comes, He will guide you into all the Truth. For He will not speak His own message; but He will tell whatever He hears [from the Father; He will give the message that has been given to Him], He will announce and declare to you the things that are to come [that will happen in the future]. What a privilege it is to hear directly from our Father through the leading of the Holy Ghost! Initially after a person decides to make Jesus Lord, there’s a hunger to know Him personally and to understand the transformation that has taken place through the blood of Jesus. Some in the church plateau here and never move past this point, but remember, we enter to learn Who He is (Ecclesiastes 5:1 MSG). Still others in the church hear what the Holy Ghost is revealing about the promises in His Word and as faith comes, they will begin to have expectations that these assurances will manifest. Going into deeper waters yet, others will allow the Holy Spirit to teach them about the Gifts of the Spirit, usually beginning with the baptism of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:1-4 MSG) and through love they will allow the best gifts to manifest, benefiting one another (1 Corinthians 12:7-11 NKJV). As we grow and mature, we then begin to realize we are not our own and that the Master has a well-thought-out plan for us (Jeremiah 29:11-13 AMPC) (Ephesians 2:10 AMPC). And OH, what a plan it is!!

[bookmark: _Hlk104880068]For we are God’s [own] handiwork (His workmanship). Created in Christ Jesus, [born anew] that we may do those good works which God predestined (planned beforehand) for us [taking paths which He prepared ahead of time], that we should walk in them [living the good life which He prearranged and made ready for us to live].  
[bookmark: _Hlk109809748][bookmark: _Hlk110020065]												                        The first part of this scripture states that we are God’s own handiwork. The writer in Ecclesiastes 12:1 AMPC states, “Remember [earnestly] also your Creator [that you are not your own, but His property now] in the days of your youth, before the evil days come…. There comes a time as we are pursuing God, we realize that truly we do not belong to ourselves, but we were made for His glory and for His purpose (John 17:4 AMPC) [as He is, so are we]! In other words, when God created us, He set in our very being the ability to fulfill His plan (Psalms 139:13-18 AMPC)! Paul called himself a bond servant of Jesus Christ many times but let’s read one particular account in Romans 1:1 AMPC. From Paul, a bond servant of Jesus Christ (the Messiah) called to be an apostle, (a special messenger) set apart to [preach] the Gospel (good news) of and from God. The word servant in the Greek is doulos which is translated in the Strong’s Concordance as a slave (one who gives himself up for another’s will for service and is used by Christ in extending and advancing His cause among men the-Thayer Lexicon)! Paul, by choice through his union with the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit (John 15:5 AMPC) became a slave to his new Master. His aim was to walk out who God created him to be by obeying the Master’s plan as the Holy Spirit revealed it to him. These choices led him to the destiny and the good works he would do and he was called a friend of God! In the foundational verse in Ephesians 2:10 AMPC, Paul points out that the Master has a predestined plan for every individual. Think of it this way, the Creator Who has designed us and our paths to take and follow also … created the worlds and the reaches of space and the ages of time [He made, produced, built, operated, and arranged them in order] …is upholding and maintaining and guiding and propelling the universe by His mighty word of power… (Hebrews 1:2-3 AMPC)! Hitler, Stalin and Mao Zedong also had a blueprint created for them by our heavenly Father, yet by choice they followed after their own plan and were responsible for the deaths of millions of people. These men did what Aleister Crowley, a known occultist stated, "Do what thou wilt—then do nothing else”. Some have thought and even taught that these men were predestined for evil, but we know from God’s Word that He desires that all men be saved (1 Timothy 2:3-4 NKJV) and come to the knowledge of the Truth. He designed and equipped mankind for good works, not evil. (Matthew 5:16 NKJV).

[bookmark: _Hlk86602254]As God’s sons and daughters, let us seek His face and acknowledge Him in all our ways for He is easy to find because He is not far from us (Romans 10:8 NKJV). In Him we live and move and have our being (Acts 17:27-28 AMPC).  (Psalms 25:4 TPT), Direct me, Yahweh, throughout my journey so I can experience your plans for my life. Reveal the life-paths that are pleasing to you. 
			                                  
Romans 8:26-39 AMPC,                                                                                                                   
Scott and Jackie

SCRIPTURES as references and those TO PRAY:  John 16:13 AMPC; Ecclesiastes 5:1 MSG; Acts 2:1-4 MSG; 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 NKJV; Jeremiah 29:11-13 AMPC; Ephesians 2:10 AMPC; Ecclesiastes 12:1 AMPC; John 17:4 AMPC; Psalms 139:13-18 AMPC; Romans 1:1 AMPC; John 15:1-17 AMPC/TPT; Hebrews 1:2-3 AMPC; 1 Timothy 2:3-4 NKJV; Proverbs 3:5-8 AMPC; Acts 17:27-28 AMPC/NLT; Romans 10:8 NKJV; Psalms 25:4 TPT; Hebrews 10:36-37 AMPC
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