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Prayer Focus – the Power to Overcome Deception: Holy Spirit
July, 2022 
In concluding last month’s prayer focus the power of the blood of Jesus we made the statement “…finally we must be followers of the Holy Spirit.” This single sentence was made in reference to some biblical requirements for cooperating with God to receive the blessing and protection He wants to give us and any man that makes Jesus, Lord! It is extremely important to be led by the Spirit of God! We know that Satan’s preferred weapon of choice is deception. Lucifer used it against Jesus (Word), after ending His forty days of fasting (Hebrews 4:15 NKJV). We also referenced the questions the disciples asked Jesus in Matthew 24:3 NKJV. Let’s now look at what Jesus warned them and us about in verse 4; And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. Paul repeated this warning in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 NKJV; Let no one deceive you by any means.... One of the goals that Paul set forth for the church in Ephesians 4:14 EASY was that we would be free from the deception of the enemy; So, then we will not be like children any more. Our minds will not become confused by strange ideas. We will not change what we believe, from one thing to another. Some people teach things that are not true. They do clever things to deceive people. But we will not agree with their false message.…. Paul again in the letters to the Romans makes it clear how we can be overcomers over all that misleads Romans 8:13-14 AMP! 

[bookmark: _Hlk104880068]For if you are living according to the [impulses of the] flesh, you are going to die. But if [you are living] by the [power of the Holy] Spirit you are habitually putting to death the sinful deeds of the body, you will [really] live forever. For all who are allowing themselves to be led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  
												                        There are many things the Word of God does not necessarily reveal. The Word does not disclose who to marry, when to buy or not to buy a car, home; how, when and with whom to invest nor which direction to go when traveling. etc. The Word covers fundamental rules of action or conduct for all aspects of life for all mankind, but the Holy Ghost is a personal guide to us individually in our own unique situations! He wants to give us insight into the Father’s plans including things to come (John 16:13-14 NKJV); yet we must be in agreement and willing to acknowledge and take notice of Him in all our ways. Read Proverbs 3:5-8 AMP. Trust in and rely confidently on the Lord with all your heart And do not rely on your own insight or understanding. In all your ways know and acknowledge and recognize Him, And He will make your paths straight and smooth [removing obstacles that block your way]. Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord [with reverent awe and obedience] and turn [entirely] away from evil. It will be health to your body…. There are many ways to be led by the Holy Ghost. First, we must “know His will” which is His Word (Ephesians 5:10 NKJV). Hilton Sutton noted in his book The Antichrist, “The Holy Scriptures, if studied and accepted, serve to inoculate one against deception.”  Paul also noted in Romans 1:16 ESV the Holy Spirit can speak to us through the Word (gospel) which brings about our deliverance from the enemy including his deceptions (Luke 4:4 NKJV). Secondly, the Spirit of God leads by His inner witness with promptings and/or nudgings. You will have what we call ‘I know that I know that it is the Father’s leading (Acts 27:9-11 AMP). A third way He attempts to guide us is through His peace. When we pray and ask for guidance and receive instruction from the Holy Spirit on how to act and the enemy of our soul tries to get us to stray from that leading, we need to let the peace of God comfort our heart and mind. This verse in Colossians 3:15 AMP speaks so clearly; Let the peace of Christ [the inner calm of one who walks daily with Him] be the controlling factor in your hearts [deciding and settling questions that arise]. To this peace indeed you were called as members in one body [of believers]. And be thankful [to God always]. Yet, another way the Spirit of grace guides us is through the clear authoritative voice, with which comes a clear directive in the language we know and we hear in our heart (bosom). That directive is spoken so clearly and specific to our heart that sometimes we would think it is audible (2 Corinthians 12:7-9 NKJV)! One final way is the Lord can lead through visions and dreams, but these two manifestations are not near as common as the others (Acts 10:9-23 NKJV, Genesis 37:5-11 NKJV). 

[bookmark: _Hlk86602254][bookmark: _Hlk104457693]The world that we live in now is a world that we do not recognize. We all grew up thinking that our institutions of thought such as the education system, our government, the medical system, the political system, judicial system, media or religious system were entities that could be trusted for the most part. Unfortunately, the enemy has infiltrated them all (1 John 5:19 KJV). There is only ONE truth and it is found in the Father, Jesus and the person of the Holy Ghost. John 17:16 NKJV; Sanctify them in the truth; your WORD is the TRUTH. John 16:13 ESV; When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth, for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the things to come.  
			                                  
Set Apart for His Use,                                                                                                                   
Scott and Jackie

[bookmark: _Hlk99460807]SCRIPTURES as references and those TO PRAY: Hebrews 4:15 NKJV; Matthew 24:3-4 NKJV; 2 Thessalonians 2:3 NKJV; Ephesians 4:14 EASY; Romans 8:13-14 AMP; John 16:13-14 AMP/ESV; Proverbs 3:5-8 AMP; Ephesians 5:10 NKJV; Romans 1:16 ESV; Luke 4:1-13 NKJV/AMP; Acts 27:9-11 AMP; Colossians 3:15 AMP; 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 NKJV; Acts 10:9-23 NKJV; Genesis 37:5-11 NKJV; 1 John 5:19 KJV; John 17:15-19 ESV; Psalms 119:9 NKJV
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