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Prayer Focus – the Power of the Blood of Jesus
June, 2022 
[bookmark: _Hlk104461208][bookmark: _Hlk104961977]We ended last month’s prayer focus with Isaiah 60:1-2 NKJV; Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you, for behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; But the Lord will arise over you, And His glory will be seen upon you! It’s amazing how accurate this Old Testament scripture is, especially its description of our time “the darkness shall cover the earth”. The disciples had asked a couple of questions in Matthew 24:3 TPT; …” tell us, when will these things happen? And what sign should we expect to signal your coming and the completion of this AGE?”  In the process of answering these questions Jesus in verse 7 gives the disciples and us a more detailed description of the darkness that Isaiah said would cover the earth; “Nations will go to war against nations and kingdoms against kingdoms. And there will be terrible earthquakes, horrible epidemics, and famines in place after place. This is how the birth pains of the new age will begin!” Just to be clear, this picture that Jesus paints is of the BIRTH PAINS and not the new age. God also declared through His prophet Isaiah that “His glory will be seen upon you” in this time of darkness as well! We believe one of the many ways the world will see the glory of the Lord is through His supernatural protection that the blood of Jesus affords to all who call Him Lord and know and apply His Word. Revelation 12:10-11 NKJV reveals how the saints in the tribulation period will be rescued from disaster remaining unscathed and unharmed.

[bookmark: _Hlk104961518][bookmark: _Hlk104962405][bookmark: _Hlk104962430][bookmark: _Hlk104880068]Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.  
												                        Notice the order in which this takes place. Through the blood of Jesus, they will be made more than conquerors over the curse and the initiator of the curse, Satan himself (Galatians 3:13-14 TPT; they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony”)! Certainly, the salvation package includes more than an all-inclusive free pass into heaven. The word salvation in the Greek is the word soteria and is defined in the Thayer’s Lexicon as deliverance, preservation, safety and salvation. Paul preached to the church in Rome that through the blood of Jesus we have been saved from wrath (Romans 5:9 KJV)! The wrath Paul is talking about is not only referring to deliverance from hell, but from calamity here on earth as well! The blood of Jesus is available to be used in this earthly realm against the curse for our protection, deliverance and health! Many old-timers in the faith have drawn a blood line between themselves and the curse and were spared! Just like the children of Israel were spared by placing the blood of the sacrificial spotless lamb on their doorposts (doers of the Word) so that the death angel would pass by (Exodus 12:1,3,5-7,11-13, 23 NKJV). We want to remind you that you can be shielded from the effects of these birth pains; earthquakes, famines and epidemics (Psalms 91 AMPC)! These and other things are going to continually increase as we move towards the end of the church age or the age of grace. Jackie and I often have drawn a bloodline around our family, church, friends, neighborhood, workplace etc. We would simply declare that no weapon formed against us or them would succeed and every lying tongue would be silenced (Isaiah 54:17 NKJV). We then would plead the blood of Jesus over a person, place or thing trusting that all would be spared from every hurt or harm. We have also prayed that our angels would be watching over us covering our front and our back! God’s Word speaks of how angels minister to us in the service of God who heed the voice of His Word (Hebrews 1:14 AMPC, Psalms 103:20-21 NKJV)! This is how you can pray! The Word of God is filled with His numerous exceedingly precious promises. Therefore, we, the church can overcome the darkness of this age; …” by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of our testimony….” Opposing the enemy is a God-ordained good work. It brings peace and provision to life on earth. Far beyond that, however, our victories over Lucifer and his host of cohorts brings glory to God and obtains for us the notoriety in heaven as OVERCOMERS!

[bookmark: _Hlk86602254][bookmark: _Hlk104457693]Now, some have asked the question why some Christians survive a calamity and other Christians do not? Certainly, we don’t have all the answers to that question because every individual’s situation is unique. This is what we do know. There are some biblical requirements for cooperating with God to receive the blessing and protection He wants to give every believer and for that matter every man! First, we must “know His will” which is His Word (Hosea 6:3 NKJV, Ephesians 5:10 NKJV, Hosea 4:6 NKJV), then we must be doers of His Word (James 1:22 NKJV), and finally we must be followers of the Holy Spirit (Proverbs 3:5-8 NKJV, Romans 8:14 NKJV, John 16:13-14 NKJV). Let’s be more than conquerors through Him who loved us! 
			                                  
The Blood of Jesus,                                                                                                                   
Scott and Jackie

[bookmark: _Hlk99460807]SCRIPTURES as references and those TO PRAY: Isaiah 60:1-2 NKJV; Matthew 24:1-14 TPT; Revelations 12:10-11 NKJV; Galatians 3:13-14 TPT; Romans 5:9 NKJV; Exodus 12:1,3,5-7,11-13,23 NKJV; Psalms 91 AMPC; Isaiah 54:17 NKJV; Hebrews 1:14 AMPC;  Psalms 103:20-21 NKJV;  Hosea 6:1-3 NKJV; Ephesians 5:10 NKJV; Hosea 4:6 NKJV; James 1:22 NKJV; Proverbs 3:5-8 NKJV; Romans 8:14 NKJV; John 16:13-14 NKJV  
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